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Sayings regarding the Quran

The saying of the scholars regarding the Quran

‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumallah — said® in his book ” As-Sunnah”:
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“The saying of the scholars regarding the Quran, and those from whom it was memorized
by us that he said: "The words of Allah, not created”.
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80. I heard my father — rahimahullah — another time when he was asked about the Quran, so he
said: ”(The Quran is) the kalam (words) of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — and it is not created.
And do not dispute (regarding this) and do not sit with those who dispute.”
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90. My father said and it was narrated from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah — radiAllahu “anhu — that he
said: “The Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) used to present himself at the stopping place (for

the pilgrims) and then say: 'Is there a man who will carry me to his people. Because verily
Quraysh have forbidden me to declare the words of my Lord the Mighty and Majestic.””

il sy s B 81 ) it o iS00 ol et S 0 0,25 06 006 i i) o A8 3 A 26 s - 91

ST sk i & v

91. And it was narrated from Jubayr ibn Nufayr — radiAllahu ‘anhu — that he said: "The
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Verily, you will not return to Allah —
the Mighty and Majestic — with anything better than what came from Him.”” That means:
The Quran.
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94. And it was narrated from 'Umar ibn Al-Khattab - radiAllahu ‘anhu — that he said:
"Verily this Quran is the words of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — so put it in its right place.”

1 Due to summarization, not all the quotes of the chapter has been included. Whoever wants to read all the
quotes mentioned by Shaykh ‘Abdullah can refer to the book “As-Sunnah”, and whoever wants an idea of
how many quotes that have been left out may look at the number ordering.
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95. And a man said to Al-Hasan Al-Basr1: "O Abii Sa'id. Verily when I read the Book of Allah —
the Mighty and Majestic — and (then) ponder upon and look at my deeds then I almost despair and
my hope is cut off.” So Al-Hasan said to him: "Verily, the Quran is the words of Allah — the
Mighty and Majestic — while the deeds of the son of Adam are towards weakness and shortcoming,

so do good deeds and rejoice.”
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96. And Farwah ibn Nawfal Al-Ashja'1 said: "I used to be neighbor to Khabbab — and he is from
the companions of the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam). So one day I went out from the masjid
with him and he was holding my hand, and then he said: ‘O hanah?. Seek nearness to Allah — the
Mighty and Majestic — with what you are capable of. And verily you cannot seek nearness to Allah

rr7

— the Mighty and Majestic — with anything more beloved to Him than His words.
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99. And Abu Qilabah said — and he met more than one of the companions of the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): ”"Do not sit with the people of hawa.” Or he
said: “(Do not sit with) the people of disputes, because I verily don’t feel secure from them
submerging you in their misguidance or that they will make some of that which you already know
doubtful for you.”
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100. And two men from the people of hawa’® entered upon Muhammad ibn Sirin and said:
”’O Abit Bakr, we will narrate a hadith to you.” He said: ‘No’. They said: “Then we will recite a

2 A word substituting the word “man’. Only used when calling someone.
3 Lust or desire. That is a man from the people of those following something else than the guidance of the
Messenger (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam), from the innovations, opinions, misguidances etc.
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verse from the Book of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — for you.” He said: ‘No. Either you will
get up away from me, or I will get up (away from you).” He said: So the two men got up and
went out. So some of the people said: ‘O Abii Bakr, what would it harm you if they recited a
verse from the Book of Allah the Mighty and Majestic.” So Muhammad ibn Sirin said: I verily
fear that they would recite a verse for me, and they would distort it and that would be established in
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my heart.
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101. And a man from the people of bida" (innovation) said to Ayyub As-Sakhtiyani: O Abii
Bakr, I want to ask you about a word.” So he turned away while he said with his hand: “No,

and not even half of a word.”
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102. And Ibn Tawis said to one of his sons while a man from the people of bida’ was
speaking: "O my son. Put your two fingers in your ears so you cannot hear what he is saying.”

Then he said: ”"Squeeze, squeeze.”
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115. Abti Ma'mar narrated to me, from Abu Sufyan Al-Ma'mari, from Ma'mar, from Az-
Zuhri, from Sa'ld ibn Musayyib, and 'Urwah, and 'Ubayd-Allah ibn 'Abdullah, and
'Algamah ibn Waqqas, from 'Aishah — radiAllahu 'anha — when the people who invented
the lie said what they said to her (that she said): ”I did not think that Allah — the Mighty and

Majestic — would speak about me in the revelation.”
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116. Abu Ma'mar narrated to me, from Surayj ibn Nu'man (who said): “Abdur-Rahman ibn
Abu Az-Zannad, from his father, from 'Urwah ibn Zubayr, from Niyar ibn Mukram, that
Abu Bakr — radiAllahu “anhu — betted with a people from Makkah that the people of Rim

would win over Faris. Then Rum won and the verses were revealed: ”Alif-Lam-Mim. Ar-
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Riam has won.” (Ar-Ram 30:1-2). Then Quraysh came and he (i.e. Abui Bakr) recited it for
them. So they said: “Is it your own words, or the words of your companion (i.e. Muhammad
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam))?” He said: "It is not my words, nor the words of my companion,
rather it is the words of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic.”
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118. ‘Uthman ibn Abu Shaybah narrated to me (and said): Jarir ibn ‘Abdul-Hamid
narrated to us, from Layth ibn Abt Sulaym, from Salamah ibn Kuhayl, from Aba Za'ra
‘Abdullah ibn Hani who said: “Umar ibn Al-Khattab — radiAllahu ‘anhu — said: “The Quran is
the words of Allah the Mighty and Majestic.””
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119. Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani narrated to me (and said): “Ala ibn 'Amr Al-Hanafi
narrated to us that Ibn Abtu Zaidah narrated to us, from Mujalid, from Ash-Sha'bi, from
Masriiq, from ‘Abdullah — radiAllahu "anhu — that he said: “The Quran is the words of Allah
the Mighty and Majestic. So whoever contradicts anything from it, then he is verily contradicting
against Allah the Mighty and Majstic.”
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121. And it was narrated to me from Ahmad ibn Abt Shu'ayb Al-Harrani (who said):
Misa ibn A'yan narrated to us from 'Ata ibn Saib, from Abu Al-Bakhtari, from ‘Abdullah

ibn Mas'ad - radiAlldhu ‘anhu — that he heard the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam)
say: "The best of words are the words of Allah the Mighty and Majestic.”
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122. Abt Ma'mar narrated to me (and said): Sufyan narrated to us and said that 'Uthman

ibn 'Affan — radiAlldhu ‘anhu — said: ”I do not like that a day should pass me by nor a night,

where I do not look in the words of Allah.” This means the Quran in the mushaf.
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124. My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me (and said): Aswad ibn ‘Amir narrated to us,
from Abu Bakr (and that is Ibn “Ayyash), from Al-A’mash, from Al-Hasan who said: "The
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “The superiority of the Quran over the
(other) words is like the superiority of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — over His

slaves.””
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125. Ibrahim ibn Isma'l ibn Yahya ibn Salamah ibn Kuhayl narrated to me from Abdur-
Rahman ibn Yazid, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud - radiAllahu "anhu — who said: “Whoever
loves to know that he loves Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — then let him present himself to the
Quran. Then if he loves the Quran then he loves Allah the Mighty and Majestic. Because verily, the
Quran is the words of Allah the Mighty and Majestic.”
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131. I heard my father — rahimahullah — say: "Whoever is from the people of hadith, or from the

people of kalam, and he refrains from saying: ‘“The Quran is not created’, then he is a jahmi.”
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137. Abu Bakr ibn Zanjuwayh narrated to me (and said): Isma’il ibn ‘Abdullah ibn
Zurarah, from Ishaq Al-Azraq, from Abu Bishr — I think he means Warqa — from Mujahid:
"They possess not from Him speech.” (An-Naba 78:37) He said: "The words of Allah.”
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140. ‘Uthman ibn Abu Shaybah narrated to me and said: “I was with Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah
me and Abii Bakr and Abii Muhammad — this means his two brothers ‘Abdullah and Qasim — when
Mansiir ibn "Ammar asked him about the Quran: ”Is it created?” So Sufyan rejected what he asked
him about and became angry and his anger became worse, and Sufyan said to him: "I verily
consider you to be a shaytan, I verily consider you to be a shaytan. No, you are a shaytan.” So it
was said: O Abu Muhammad. He is verily a follower of Sunnah and he is verily...” But he

declined and rejected what he asked about.”
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143. Abtt Ma’mar narrated to me (and said): “I heard Ibn 'Uyaynah say: “The Quran is the
words of Allah the Mighty and Majestic.””
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144. Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani narrated to me (and said): Mahmud ibn Ghaylan
narrated to us, from “Ali ibn Al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq, from Ibn Al-Mubarak who said: "The
Quran is the words of Allah the Mighty and Majestic. It is not a creator nor is it created.”
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147. ‘Abdullah ibn Shabbuwayh narrated to me (and said): Muhammad ibn 'Uthman
narrated to us and said: “I heard Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi while Sahl ibn Abii Khaddawayh
asked him about the Quran, so he said: ‘O Abu Yahya, what is with you and these questions. These
questions are for the companions of Jahm (ibn Safwan). Verily among the people of desires there are

not anyone worse than the companions of Jahm. They are revolving around saying that there is
nothing in the heaven. By Allah, I believe that they should not be married nor inherited from.””
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149. Ahmad ibn Al-Hasan At-Tirmidhi Abu Al-Hasan narrated to me and said: "I heard
Abii Na'tm say: “The Quran is the words of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — and not created.””
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150. Ahmad ibn Ibrahim Ad-Dawradi narrated to me (and said): Muhammad ibn Sahl
narrated to me, from Ibn Mahdi who said: "The Quran is the words of Allah. It is not a creator

nor is it created.”
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151. Wahb ibn Baqiyyah Al-Wasiti narrated to me (and said): “I heard Waki’ ibn Al-Jarrah
say: “The Quran is the words of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — (and) it is not created.” I heard
it from Waki" and I registered with me in a book.” Wahb ibn Bagiyyah said: "If it was not my

opinion I would not have narrated it.”
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154. Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Malik ibn Zanjuwayh narrated to me (and said): Isma’il ibn

‘Abdullah ibn Zurarah narrated to us and said: ”I heard Waki” say: "The Quran is the words of

Allah the Exalted. So whoever says something else than this then he verily has opposed the Book

and the Sunnah.””
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156. Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to me (and said): 'Ali ibn Abui Ar-Rab1” narrated to me
(and said): Bishr ibn Al-Harith narrated to me and said: "I asked ‘Abdullah ibn Dawiid about
the Quran, so he said: ‘Al-’Aziz Al-Jabbar Al-Mutakabbir, is this created?””
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161. Ishaq ibn Buhlul narrated to me and said: "I heard Ibn Idris say: “The Quran is the words

of Allah and from Allah. And whatever is from Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — then it is not
created.””
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162. I heard Abu Bakr ibn Abti Shaybah while a man from his companions said to him:
"The Quran is the words of Allah and it is not created.” So Abu Bakr said: “And whoever does

not say this, then he is misguided, misguiding and an innovator.”
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165. It was narrated to me from a shaykh from the people of hadith, that he heard Abt 'Amr

Ash-Shaybani say: “I said to Isma’il ibn Hammad ibn Abii Hanifah when he was saying: “The
Quran is created’, so I said to him: ‘Did He create it before He spoke it or after He spoke it?” He

12

said: ‘So he became quiet.
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166. Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani narrated to me and said: “I heard Yahya ibn Ayyiib
say: "Whoever does not say that the Quran is the words of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — and

7777

not created, then he is a jahmi.

(End quote)

Commentary:

This was a shortened chapter demonstrating who would use the phrase ‘the words of
Allah’ regarding the Quran and those who would describe Allah as speaking. And
gathering all of these quotes are the words of Al-Lalakai — rahimahullah — who said in
”Sharh Usul Al-I'tiqad”:
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"They all said: “The Quran is the words of Allah and not created, and whoever says (that it is)

created then he is kafir.” And these are five hundred and fifty persons or more from the tabi'in and
the followers of the tabi’in and the accepted imams besides the good-doing Sahabah, opposite of
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(what has occurred in) the times and with the passing of years. And among them there are around
hundred imams whose words were accepted and they (i.e. the people) adopted their religion
according to their madhhab. And if I had busied myself with narrating the words of the people of
hadith then their names would have reached many thousands. But I summarized and I deleted the
chains of narration due to the summarization. And I narrated from these (scholars) time after time
while no-one would reject anything from them. And whoever would reject their words* would be

asked to make tawbah, or they would order that they should be executed or exiled or crucified.”
(Sharh Usul Al-I'tigad 2/312)

The chapter furthermore contains the following benefits and lessons, which all are related

to each other:

1. That the Muslim always should stay with the athar (narrations, conveyings) of the salaf
and not innovate new terms or meanings based on philosophy and personal opinions. The
chapter itself points out how important the author regarded this fact, when he dedicated a
whole chapter of quotes that demonstrates the wording of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam), the Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum) and the salaf (rahimahumullah) when describing the
Quran and the Speech of Allah the Exalted.

2. That the Muslim should refrain from listening to (or reading from) the people of bida’
(innovation). As mentioned above the salaf would literally leave the room or cut off the
possibility of hearing what the people of bida” would say. And nowadays we see that most
of those who go from the straight path to the path of bida’, then that is because they did
not protect themselves or see it as a problem to listen to or read from every innovator
proclaiming his batil (falsehood). Today this occurs often on Facebook, where every
donkey gets to demonstrate his bray, and the ignorant and non-aware may be tricked by
eloquence and the arguments of the shaytan. May Allah protect us from misguidance,

amin.

Ishaq ibn “Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan — rahimahumullah — said in the beginning of his risalah
“Hukm Takfir Al-Mu’ayyan”:
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4 That is: Whoever would reject the truth that they proclaimed.
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“It has verily reached us and we have heard from a group that ascribes itself to knowledge and
religion, and from those who claims to follow Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab, that the one
who commits shirk with Allah and worships the idols is not described with kufr or shirk specifically.
And this is that some of those who spoke with me from them, heard from one of the brothers that he
described a man who invoked the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) with shirk and kufr, so the
man said to him: ‘Do not describe him with kufr until you inform him’. And this man and the likes
of him do not have anything against mixing with the mushrikin during travelling and in their
homes, and they even seek knowledge from the one who is worst in kufr among the people from the
scholars of the mushrikiin. And they (i.e. the scholars of the mushrikiin) would fabricate doubts for

them in their da’wah.”

He — rahimahullah — later goes on to say:

s clusl) adsy Jjﬁa?\v:fﬁjwrkcf g 3g ¢ Olg=Y) Pl P o o) 3 metedy s O

“Then their innovation and doubt was established until it spread among the one who is from the
best of brothers; and this — and Allah knows best — is due to leaving the books of the fundamental

principles (of the religion) and not concerning about them and not fearing deviance.”

And whoever listens to every audio lesson or reads from every author t, and leaves the
well-known books of the salaf, then he has verily fallen under the description given by
Shaykh Ishaq — rahimahullih — when he said that his person does not fear deviance and

misguidance.

3. That the Muslim should show harshness towards the people of innovation. It is a
principle of Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al-Jama’ah that they hate the people of desires and
innovation, because these people are opposing Allah and His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi
wa sallam), while Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day having affection for
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even if they were their fathers or their sons
or their brothers or their kindred. Those, He has decreed faith within their hearts and
supported them with spirit from Him. And We will admit them to gardens beneath
which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally. Allah is pleased with them, and they
are pleased with Him - those are the party of Allah. Verily, the party of Allah - they are

the successful.” (Al-Mujadilah 58:22)

Therefore the follower of Sunnah must cut off all aspects of love and friendship for the

people of desires and innovation. And that is according to the following:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Not greeting them. Al-Khallal narrates that a man asked Imam Ahmad about a
man who had a neighbor who was a rifidi, should he greet him? So he said:
“No, and if he greets him, the he should not answer.” (See “As-Sunnah” by Al-Khallal
1/494)

Not sitting with them. Ibn Abt Zamanin said: “And the people of Sunnah will always
criticize the misguided people of desires, and they forbid sitting with them, and they fear
their fitnah.” (See “Ustl As-Sunnah” by Ibn Abti Zamanin 3/1024)

Not accepting goodness nor gifts from them. Al-Lalakai narrated from ‘Abdullah
ibn Al-Mubarak that he used to say: "O Allah, do not make a follower of innovation help
me, so that my heart will love him.” (See “Sharh Usul Al-I'tigad Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al-
Jama’ah” by Al-Lalakai 1/140)

To declare yourself free from them and showing your hatred and enmity towards
them. It was narrated that when Ibn ‘Umar was asked about those who rejected the
Qadr he said: “If you meet them then inform them that Ibn ‘Umar is free from them and
they are free from him.” (See “Ash-Shari’ah” by Al-Ajurri p. 205)

To interact with them with harshness and roughness. Isma’ill As-Sabuni -
rahimahullah — narrated an affirmation of the manhaj of the salaf and the people of
hadith in their interaction with the people of innovation when he said: “And along
with this they agreed upon the opinion of subduing the people of bida’, and humiliating
them, degrading them, keeping them at distance, excluding them and keeping away from
them and from spending time with them and from living with them. And seeking nearness
to Allah by avoiding them and leaving them.” (See “Aqidah As-Salaf wa Ashab Al-
Hadith” by As-Sabtini p. 315-316)

And finally it is from the principles of Ahl As-Sunnah wa Al-Jama’ah that they disgrace the

people of bida” in order to avoid the damage which occurs in connection with respecting

them and holding them at high esteem. Due to this it is obligatory to avoid and be aware

of the following;:
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- Mentioning them with good nicknames

- Giving them kunyah-names

- Meeting them with good mood and at ease
- Giving them preference in the gatherings

- Speaking to them with soft words

- Inviting them to food

- Congratulating them when this is called for
- Employing them

- Asking them for advice

4. That the Muslim in the times of fitnah declares himself free from batil and associates
himself with the people of hagg and using their terminology. Just as this is issue is relevant

with regards to the Tawhid of Allah, then it is also important when it comes to the Sunnah.
Al-Ajurri mentions in his Book “As-Shart’ah”:

T Y W eal pes A de LTl 1 JB b o W B sl bad) Wi 1 J6 Jikall By he W
Sy Sade ook 3] ) a8 aalSS Yy e JLes Y 1 JB Sade T e g gl (3 o) 13 (Bl g

A abeg cade STl Gy (JU e ade o <l 136 Cade o 2ll 42 O3y

“Ja’far ibn Muhammad As-Sandali narrated to us and said: Al-Fadl ibn Ziyad narrated to us and
said: Abu Talib narrated to us and said: ‘I asked Abu ‘Abdullah (i.e. Imam Ahmad) about the one
who withholds (his words) and says: ‘I do not say that it is not created’, if he meets me in the street
and greets me, do I greet him back?” He said: ‘Do not greet him and do not speak with him. How
should the people know him (for his wrong ‘aqgidah) if you greet him? And how will he know that
you are rebuking him? So if you do not greet him them he will know the lowliness, and he will know

that you are rebuking him, and the people will know.” (As-Shari’ah 1/94)

This quote does not only show that the scholars would consider the one who intentionally
refrained from using the terminology of the people of hagq as being among the people of
batil, it furthermore emphasizes what we already have mentioned of the harshness
towards the people of bida’.

And this is just one quote among oceans of quotes on this subject. We ask Allah to save us
from shirk and innovation and letting us die upon Tawhid and Sunnah. Amin.

Abu Hajar
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