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The bay’ah to Abu Bakr (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
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The bay’ah to Abtu Bakr

The bay’ah to Abu Bakr (radiAllahu ‘anhu)

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman “Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumallah — said:
The bay’ah (pledge of allegiance) to Abu Bakr (radiAllahu ‘anhu).
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1291 - Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Muhammad Al-Makhzimi Al-Musayyabi narrated to us,
from Muhammad ibn Fulayh ibn Sulayman, from Misa ibn "Ugbah, from Ibn Shihab who
said: "And some men from the Muhajiriin became angry regarding the pledge of allegiance to Abii
Bakr (radiAlldhu ‘anhu), and among them were "Ali ibn Abi Talib and Az-Zubayr ibn Al-
‘Awwam. So they both entered the house of Fatimah the daughter of the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and they had weapons with them. Then ‘Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
came to them along with a group of the Muslims, among them were Usayd and Salamah ibn
Salamah ibn Wagsh. And they (i.e. these two) were from Banii Al-Ashhal — and it is said that
among them were: Thabit ibn Qays ibn Ash-Shammas the brother of Banii Al-Harith ibn Al-
Khazraj. Then one of them took the sword of Az-Zubayr and struck a stone with it until it (i.e. the
sword) broke.” Musa ibn “Ugbah said: Sa’d ibn Ibrahim said: Ibrahim ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman
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ibn “Awf narrated to me: “That "Abdur-Rahman was with ‘Umar that day, and that Muhammad
ibn Maslamah broke the sword of Az-Zubayr.” And Allah knows best.!
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! Muhib At-Tabarl narrated this narration and then he said:
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“And this (i.e. him breaking his sword) is interpreted — based upon the assumption that it is sahih — as (the intend of)
calming the fire of tribulation and sheathing its sword, and not as the intent to belittle Az-Zubayr. And those who were
late in pledging allegiance to Abii Bakr that day were Sa’d ibn “Ubadah along with a group of Al-Khazraj, Al1 ibn Abi
Talib and his two sons, Al-"Abbas the uncle of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and his sons from
Banii Hashim, Az-Zubayr, Talhah, Salman, 'Ammar, Abii Dhar, Al-Migdad and other than these from the Muhdjiriin,

and Khalid ibn Sa’id ibn Al-'As. Then after that they all pledged their allegiance. Some of them were fast in pledging
allegiance to him and some of them came after some time.” (Ar-Riyad An-Nadrah fi Manaqib Al-*Asharah)

And Al-Hakim also narrated it, and he said:
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“That *Abdur-Rahman ibn "Awf was with ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu), and that Muhammad ibn Al-
Maslamah broke the sword of Az-Zubayr. Then Abii Bakr got up and spoke to the people and apologized to them. And
he said: ‘By Allah, I was never eager for leadership, not even for one day and one night, nor did I desire it. And I did not
ask Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — for it in secret or openly. But I feared the fitnah. And I do not find any rest in leadership.
And I was appointed for a major issue, for which I have neither power nor strength, except by the strengthening of
Allah ‘azza wa jalla. I verily wished that people who are stronger in it were in my place today.” Then the Muhajiriin
accepted what he said and what he apologized with. ‘Ali (radiAllahu ‘anhu) and Az-Zubayr said: ‘“We did not become
angry except that we were hindered in joining the consultation. And verily do we consider Abu Bakr to be the most
deserving of the people for it (i.e. Khilafah) after the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). He is verily the
companion of the cave, the second of the two, and we verily know of his honor and high rank. And verily did the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) order him to lead the prayer while he was alive.”” (Al-Hakim said)
This hadith is correct according to the conditions of the two Shaykh’s, but they did not narrate it. (Al-Mustadrak ‘ala
As-Sahihayn by Al-Hakim)
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1292 - "Ubayd-Allah ibn "'Umar Al-Qawariri narrated to me, from ‘Abdul-A’la ibn ‘Abdul-
A’la, from Dawud ibn Abt Hind, from Abt Nadrah who said: “When the people gathered
around Abii Bakr (radiAllahu ‘anhu), he said: ‘How come I do not see ‘Ali?’ He said: So some men
from the Ansar went and brought “Ali. Then he said to him: ‘O “Ali. You said (you are): the cousin
the Messenger of Allah, and the son-in-law of the Messenger of Allah.” So "Ali (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
said: "There is no blame (upon you), O Khalifah of the Messenger of Allah. Extend your hand.” So
he extended his hand and he pledged allegiance to him. Then Abii Bakr said: ‘How come I do not see
Az-Zubayr?’ He said: So some men from the Ansar went and brought him. So he said: ‘O Zubayr.
You said (you are) the cousin of the Messenger of Allah, and the disciple of the Messenger of
Allah?’” Az-Zubayr said: "There is no blame (upon you), O Khalifah of the Messenger of Allah.
Extend your hand.” So he extended his hand and he pledged allegiance to him."
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1293 - "Ubayd-Allah ibn Muhammad narrated to me, from Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim — and he is
Ibn “Ulayyah — from Al-Jurayri, from Abu Nadrah who said: “"Ali and Az-Zubayr were slow
in pledging allegiance to Abii Bakr. Then Abii Bakr met him, so he said: ‘O ‘Ali, were you slow in
pledging your allegiance to me, while I accepted Islam before you?” And he met Az-Zubayr, so he
said: ‘O Zubayr, were you slow in pledging your allegiance to me, while I accepted Islam before

you?lll
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1294 - Isma’il Abu Ma'mar narrated to me, from Ibn Numayr, from Sharik, from Al-"Ala
ibn “‘Abdul-Karim, from Tamim ibn Salamah who said: “Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali (radiAllahu

2 Jbn Kathir said in his comment of this hadith:
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“This chain of narration is sahth and mahfidh. And in it (ie. the narration) is the huge benefit, and that is (the
mentioning of) the pledge of allegiance of "Ali ibn Abii Talib, either in the first day or the second day after the passing
(of the Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)). And that is the truth. Because verily did *Ali ibn Abu Talib
not separate from As-Siddiq at any point of time, and he did not abandon any prayer of the prayers behind him.” (Al-
Bidayah wan-Nihayah)
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‘anhu) said something on the Day of Al-Jamal or the Day of Siffin. So “Ali (radiAllahu “anhu) said
to him: ‘I wish that I died twenty years before this.””
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1295 — Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr Al-Mugaddami narrated to me, from Abu Ma’shar Al-
Bara (who said): Sadagah ibn Taysalah narrated to me, from Qays ibn ‘Abayah who said:
“’Abdullah ibn Mughaffal entered upon ‘Ali while he had a container of silver containing Khabis (a
sweet made of dates and butter). Then "Ali (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said: ‘Because of this Quraysh are
killing each other.””
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1296 — Abii 'All Al-Hasan ibn Hammad Sajjadah narrated to me, from someone from Banii
‘Ali ibn Ghurab, from Isma’il ibn Abu Khalid, from Qays ibn Abt Hazim who said: “A
bowl of porridge was brought to “Ali, so he said to his companions: ‘Eat, because verily the people

are fighting you over this.””
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1297 — Muhammad ibn Marziiq and his grandfather Mahdi ibn Maymuin narrated to me,
from ‘Uthman ibn “Uthman Al-Ghatafani, from ‘Ali ibn Zayd, from Sa’id ibn Al-Musayyib
who said: “I heard ‘Ali and ‘Uthman (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) insult one another with insults, that |
will never narrate to anyone. Then I saw them in the evening in that place where they were

laughing to each other.”?
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1298 — My father narrated to me, from Muhammad ibn Ja’far, from Shu’bah, from ‘Ali ibn

Zayd, from Sa’id ibn Al-Musayyib who said: “I verily saw ‘Ali and ‘Uthman (radiAllahu

‘anhuma) insult one another with insults, which I still have not narrated to anyone.”

3 Al-Khallal - rahimahullah — said:
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"’ Abdullah ibn Ahmad narrated to us (and said): My father narrated to me and said: Sulayman ibn Harb narrated to us
and said: Salam ibn Miskin narrated to us and said: ‘Imran ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Talhah Al-Khuza't narrated to us, from
Sa’id ibn Al-Musayyib who said: “I witnessed ‘Ali and ‘Uthman, and between them was something from the shaytan.
And none of them left anything (of bad words) for his companion, except that he said it to him. So if I wanted to tell
what they said, then I verily would have done so. Then they continued (to speak) until they reconciled and each one of
them asked for forgiveness for his companion (i.e. the other).” (As-Sunnah by Al-Khallal)

4+ It was the manhaj of the people of hadith (or Ahlus-Sunnah) not to narrate the disputes of the Sahabah
(radiAllahu ‘anhum) and what could occur of negative words from them to one another, because they knew
that these are human mistakes which everyone can fall into, and that it is a disagreement between brothers
which have nothing to do with issues of religion. This is because for some people issues like this can become
a fitnah (trial), and they adopt these things as issues in their beliefs or hold grudges towards some of the
Sahabah (radiAllahu ‘anhum ajma’in).
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1299 — Isma’'1ll Abu Ma’'mar narrated to me, from ‘Abbad ibn Al-"Awwam, from Al-Jurayri,
from Mudarib ibn Hazn who said: “It was said to *Ali (radiAllahu ‘anhu): “What made them kill
‘Uthman?’ He said: “Envy (or jealousy).”

Abt Hajar



