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Introduction to the chapter

Bismillah. The following chapter contains a refutation of the Murjiah.

The Murjiah is a sect which ascribes to Islam that claim that the deeds of worship — such as
prayer, fast, etc. — are not from 7man. Rather iman for them is restricted to being only in the
heart and on the tongue. And due to this they would say: With 7man (in words) disobedience
does not harm, and with kufr obedience does not benefit. They would furthermore say that
iman does not increase or decrease. And all this opposes the beliefs of Ahl As-Sunnah wal-

Jama’ah.
So they are the Murjiah and their belief is called irja.

In order to understand the following chapter and the narrations which it contains easier, the
basic points of the ‘agidah of the Murjiah, which the chapter gives an answer to, have been
listed first. By this the reader can recognize which of these points the narrations is regarding

during the reading.
The chapter contains narrations that deals with the following points:

1. Al-Istithna (the exeption)

The general opinion of Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah in this issue is, that istithna (exception) in
iman is a matter which is allowed, legislated and obligatory in the Islamic law. Because for
us 7man includes the beliefs, the sayings and the deeds (or actions). So if one of the Salaf was
asked: ‘Are you are believer?” then he would make an exception in his 7man due to fear that
he had not fulfilled all aspect of 7man. So they would instead say when they answered: ‘I am
a believer in sha Allah’, or I hope to be a believer’ or something similar to it. By this they would
flee from claiming that anyone had fulfilled the iman inwardly and outwardly or approving

for someone that they would go to paradise, or purifying themselves.

This does not mean that they doubted in their imin and fundamental beliefs because they
were far above that. And they would build this istithna upon evidences as it will be seen

from the chapter.

2. Good deeds are from iman

The Murjiah claim that the deeds (such as prayer, fasting, giving charity etc.) are not
included in the reality of 7man, nor are they a part of it, and that leaving the deeds completely

does not negate iman completely. For them the good deeds are the fruits of 7man but not a



\[/AI‘-AQEEDAH gf';?::f \ Refutation of the Murjiah
—

part of it. Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah believes that iman includes all acts of obedience in

belief, speech and deeds, both internal and external.

3. Sins’ effect upon iman

The Murjiah claim that sinners are people with complete 7man if they have complete faith in
their speech, despite of their sins. Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah believes that sins have an effect

upon iman and it makes it decrease.

4. Iman increases and decreases

The Murjiah claim that iman does not increase nor decrease. Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah

believe that sins make iman decrease while good deeds make iman increase.

So beware of the following points when ahadith and athar are mentioned that either links
deeds with 7man, or says someone’s iman is bigger than others’, or the Salaf not claiming to

be true believers with certainty due to the principle described above.
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Chapter: He was asked about 7man and the refutation of the Murjiah

Ab1i ‘Abdur-Rahman ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumullah — said®;
Eal Je 39 ol 2

He was asked about iman and the refutation of the Murjiah.
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599 — I heard my father — rahimahullah — when he was asked about irja, so he said: “We say:
iman is in speech and deeds, and it increases and decreases. If he commits zina and drinks alcohol his

iman decreases.”
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600 — I asked my father about a man who says: Iman is in speech and deeds, and it increases
and decreases, but he does not make istithna (exception), is he a murji? He said: “I hope that

he is not a murji.”
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601 —I heard my father mention the argument against those who do not make istithna (which
is) the saying of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) to the people of the
graves: “And verily will we follow you in sha Allah (if Allah wants).” My father said:
‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi narrated it to me, from Zuhayr ibn Muhammad, from Sharik
ibn Abii Namir, from ‘Ata ibn Yasar (who said) that ‘Aishah (radiAllahu ‘anha) said: “The
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) used to go out when it was the night of ‘Aishah

and he would say these words.”
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1 This chapter has been shortened.



{/AL-AQEEDAN 57
-

Refutation of the Murjiah

e Jo Ls.Jk o i g B d\u; g dai gw PEER A2 J6 " ae O S ey S g

4 B 38 0300 5Y el Jo oY) ead ) 1l 06 s 25 cuns e o 1de £ o

602 — My father narrated to me from Yazid ibn Hartin, from Ibn Abt Dhib, from Muhammad
ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Ata, from Dhakwan, from ‘Aishah (radiAllahu ‘anhd) that the Prophet
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Regarding the trial of the grave then you will be tested
with me and you will be asked about me.” And he mentioned the hadith. “And it will be
said: “This is your seat’ and it will be said: “You were upon certain faith and you died upon
that and you will be resurrected upon that in sha Allah (if Allah wills).”” Muhammad ibn
‘Amr said: Sa'id ibn Yasar then narrated to me, from Abu Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) from
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), and he mentioned this hadith, the same
as the hadith of ‘Aishah. My father said: “We verily apply the istithna over the deeds, because the

speech we have already come with.”
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603 — My father narrated to me, from Mu'awiyah ibn Hisham and Abti Ahmad who both
said: From Sufyan, from ‘Algamah ibn Marthad, from Sulayman ibn Buraydah, from his
father who said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) used to teach them that
when they went out to the graves that whoever of them who would speak should say: “As-

Salamu Alaykum people of the abodes of believers and Muslims. We will verily — in sha
Allah - follow you.”
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604 — My father narrated to me, from Abti Nu'aym (who said): I heard Sufyan - i.e. Ath-

Thawri - say: “Iman increases and decreases.”
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605 — My father narrated to me (and said): I heard Yahya ibn Sa’id say: “We did not see any of
our companions, nor has it reached me except that they (believed in) the istithna, and that iman is in
speech and deeds.” Yahya said: “And Sufyan Ath-Thawri used to ‘negate to say I am a believer’.”
And Yahya spoke good about the increasing and decreasing (of iman) and he believed in it.

5
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606 — My father narrated to me and said: I heard Wak1’ say: “Iman increases and decreases.”

And likewise did Sufyan use to say.
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607 — My father narrated to me and said: Waki” used to say: “Is the iman of Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf

seen to be the same as the iman of Abii Bakr and ‘Umar — radiAllahu ‘anhuma?”
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608 — My father narrated to me (and said): I heard Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah say: “If he (i.e. a
person) is asked: “Are you a believer?” The he should not answer to him. (And he should say:) "Your
question to me is a bid’ah and I do not doubt in my iman and the one who says that iman decreases
is not rebuked.” If he says: ‘(I am a believer) in sha Allah’, then it is not hated, nor is this considered
to be doubt.”
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609 — My father narrated to me, from Waki’ who said: Sufyan Ath-Thawri said: “The people
for us are believer in the judgments and inheritance, and we hope that they are like this (in reality),

and we do not know what our status is with Allah ‘azza wa jalla.”
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610 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from “Abdullah ibn Numayr who said: I
heard Sufyan when he mentioned the Murjiah, then he said: “A newly invented opinion. We

met the people upon something else than that.”
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611 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Abdus-Samad ibn Hassan, from Sufyan Ath-Thawri,

from Yazid - i.e. Ibn Abt Ziyad - from Mujahid who said: “Iman increases and decreases and

iman is in speech and deeds.”
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612 — My father narrated to me, from Abu Salamah Al-Khuza’i who said: “Malik, Sharik, Abii
Bakr ibn "Ayyash, ‘Abdul-"Aziz ibn Abi Salamah, Hammad ibn Salamah and Hammad ibn Zayd all
said: ‘Iman is the knowledge, the acknowledgement and the deeds’. Except Hammad ibn Zayd used

to differentiate between Iman and Islam and he would make Islam general and Iman specific.”
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613 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Abdullah ibn Numayr, from Ja’far Al-Ahmar who
said: Manstur ibn Mu'tamar said regarding something: “I do not say like the misguided

innovators the Murjiah say.”
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614 — My father narrated to me, from Hajjaj (who said): I heard Sharik while he mentioned
the Murjiah, then he said: “They are the most dirty people. And there is enough dirt for you in the
Rafidah. But the Murjiah are lying about Allah.”
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620 — My father narrated to me, from Muhammad ibn Bishr, from Sa’id ibn Salih, from
Hakim ibn Jubayr who said: Ibrahim said: “The Murjiah are more feared in my opinion for the

people of Islam due to their numbers, than the Azariqah®.”
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2 Al-Azariqah are the followers of Nafi’ ibn Al-Azraq, and they are a sect from the sects of the Khawarij. Their
fitnah occured after the death of Yazid ibn Mu’awiyah and it continued for more than twenty years.
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621 — My father narrated to me, from Isma‘il, from Ayyub who said: Sa'id ibn Jubayr said
without anyone asked him or anyone mentioned this to him: “Do not sit with Talg, i.e. because
he had the opinion of the Murjiah.”
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622 — My father narrated to me, from Haytham, from Isma‘il ibn “‘Ayyash, from Safwan ibn
‘Amr, from ‘Abdullah ibn Rabi’ah Al-Hadrami, from Abta Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that

he used to say: “Iman increases and decreases.”
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623 — My father narrated to me (and said): Haytham ibn Kharijah narrated to us, from Isma‘il
ibn ‘Ayyash, from Jarir, from ‘Uthman, from Al-Harith ibn Muhammad, from Abu Ad-

Darda that he used to say: “Iman increases and decreases.”
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624 — My father narrated to me, from “Affan ibn Muslim, from Hammad ibn Salamah, from
Abu Ja'far Al-Khatmi, from his father, from his grandfather ‘Umayr ibn Habib ibn
Khumashah that he said: “Iman increases and decreases.” It was said to him: And how does it
increase and decrease? So he said: “When we remember Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — and we fear Him
then this is it increasing. And when we are inattentive and we forget and are neglectful then this is

it decreasing.”
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627 — Ibrahim ibn Shammas said: Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad was asked while I was listening about

iman, so he said: “Iman for us, both the inwardly of it and the outwardly of it, is the

acknowledgement with the tongue, the accept with the heart and acting upon it.”
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631 — He said: And I heard Ibn Al-Mubarak say: “Iman is in speech and deeds. And the iman
differs (from person to person).”
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636 — My father narrated to me, from Surayj ibn An-Nu'man, from ‘Abdullah ibn Nafi’ who

said: Malik used to say: “Iman is in speech and deeds, it increases and decreases.”
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640 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Abdullah ibn Maymun Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman Ar-
Raqqi, from Abt Al-Malij who said: Maymuin was asked about the words of the Murjiah, so
he said: “I am bigger than that.”
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641 — My father narrated to me, from Mu’awiyah ibn ‘Amr, from Abu Ishaq who said: Al-

Awza'1 said: Yahya and Qatadah both used to say: “There is nothing from the desires that are
more feared for them for the Ummah than the irja.”
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647 — My father narrated to me, from Sulayman ibn Dawud, from Khalid ibn ‘Abdur-
Rahman ibn Bukayr As-Sulami who said: “I was with Muhammad, and Ayyiub was there with
him, so I said to him: ‘O Abii Bakr, (a person) says to me: “Are you a believer?” Should I say: ‘I am a
believer?” So Ayyib spoke angrily to me and then Muhammad said: And what would it harm you

to say: I have believed in Allah, His angels, His books and His messengers?’”
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648 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Abdur-Rahman, from Hammad ibn Zayd, from Yahya
ibn “Atiq and Habib ibn Ash-Shahid, from Muhammad ibn Sirin who said: “If someone asks
you: Are you a believer? Then say: “We have believed in Allah and what has been revealed

to us and what has been revealed to Ibrahim and Isma‘il and Ishaq.” (Al-Bagarah 2:136)”
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651 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Abdur-Rahman, from Sufyan, from Al-Hasan ibn
‘Amr, from Ibrahim who said: “If some asks you: ‘Are you a believer’, then say: ‘La ilaha illa
Allah.””
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656 — My father narrated to me, from Wak?’, from Al-A’mash, from Abt Wail who said: “A
man came to ‘Abdullah and said: ‘I met a caravan so I asked them: ‘Who are you?’ So they said: “We
are the believers.” So ‘Abdullah said: "Why did they not say: We are the people of paradise.””
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657 — My father narrated to me, from Mu'awiyah, from Al-A’'mash, from Ibrahim, from
‘Algamah who said: “That a man from the Khawarij spoke some words in front of him which he
disliked, so ‘Algamah said: “And those who undeservedly harm the believing men and
women, then they verily bear upon themselves slander and a clear sin.” (Al-Ahzab 33:58)
So the khariji said to him: ‘And are you from them?” So he said: 'I hope (to be).””
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661 — My father narrated to me, from Muhammad ibn “Abdullah, from ‘Abdullah ibn Habib,
from his mother who said: I heard Sa’id ibn Jubayr when he mentioned the Murjiah, then
he said: “The Jews.”
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663 — My father narrated to me, from Al-Walid ibn Muslim, from Abt ‘Amr —i.e. Al-Awza’i
— from Yahya ibn Abti “Amr Ash-Shaybani, from Hudhayfah who said: “I verily know of the
people of two religions. The people of these two religions are in the fire: A people who say that the
iman is only in words, and a people who say: ‘What is it with the five prayers, they are only two

prayers.””
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672 — My father narrated to me, from Aswad ibn ‘Amir, from Sharik, from Al-Mughirah
who said: “Ibrahim At-Taymi passed by Ibrahim An-Nakh'i, so he greeted him, but he did not return
his greeting.”
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678 — Qutaybah ibn Sa’id wrote to me: “I have written to you with my own writing and I have
sealed the writing with my seal, and the inscription of my seal is: “Allah is the Wali of Sa’id” and it
was the seal of my father — rahimahullah — (who) mentioned that Bakr ibn Mudar narrated to them,
from ‘Umarah ibn Ghaziyyah, from Abu Salih, from Abii Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that the
Messenger of Allah (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Iman is sixty-four (different) categories.
The loftiest and highest of it is the saying of La ilaha illa Allah and the lowest of it is

removing the harm from the road.””
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682 — “Abdul-A’la An-Nars1 narrated to me, from Hammad ibn Salamah, from ‘Abdullah
ibn Al-Mukhtar, from ‘Abdul-Malik ibn “Umayr, from ‘Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr, from
‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) said: “Whoever is saddened by his bad deeds and becomes happy because of his good

deeds then he is a believer.”
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683 — “Abdul-A’la ibn Hammad An-Narsi narrated to me, from Bishr ibn Mansur —i.e. As-
Salimi Al-“Abid — from Sufyan Ath-Thawri, from Suhayl ibn Abu Salih, from his father, from
Abt Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa

sallam) said: “Iman is sixty odd or seventy odd categories. The best of them is La ilaha illa
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Allah and the lowest of them is removing the harm from the road. And haya (shyness) is
from iman.”
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687 — My father narrated to me, and I read it for him, from Mahdi ibn Ja’far, from Al-Walid
ibn Muslim who said: I heard Al-Awza'i and Malik and Sa’id ibn ‘Abdul-Aziz all say: “Iman
does not end, it can always increase. And they would rebuke the one who said that his iman is complete

and that his iman is equal to the iman of [ibril (alayhi as-salam).”
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688 — Ya’'qub Ad-Dawraqi narrated to me and said: ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi said: “I say

that the iman differ.” And Al-Awza't used to say: “This is not the time for learning, it is the time

for holding on (to the religion).”
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690 — ‘Uthman ibn Muhammad ibn Abt Shaybah narrated to me, from Aba Usamah, from

Sufyan, from Al-A’mash who said: I heard Dhar Al-Hamdant® say: “I have verily invented an

opinion which I feared would be taken as a religion.”
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692 — Ya'qub ibn Ibrahim Ad-Dawraqi narrated to me, from ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi
who said: “It reached me that Shu’bah said to Sharik: "How do you not allow the testimony of the
Murjiah?” So he said: "How should I allow the testimony of a people who claim that the prayer is not
from iman?"”

3 A man from the tabi'tn who — according to one opinion — is the one who invented the opinion of the Murjiah.
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697 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Ali ibn Bahr (who said): I heard Jarir ibn ‘Abdul-
Hamid say: “Iman is in speech and deeds.” And Al-A’mash, Manstir, Mughirah, Layth, “Ata
ibn Saib, Isma’il ibn Aba Khalid, ‘Umarah ibn Al-Qa’Qa’, ‘Ala ibn Al-Musayyib, Ibn
Shubrumah, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Abt Yahya the companion of Al-Hasan and Hamzah Az-
Zayyat all say: “We are the believers in sha Allah. And they would criticize those who did not make

istithna.”
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698 — Al-Layth ibn Khalid Abt Bakr Al-Balkhi narrated to us, from Hammad ibn Zayd (who

said): I heard Dawud ibn Abt Hind say: “Islam is the acknowledgement, and iman is the belief.”
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706 — Al-Hasan ibn Hammad Al-Hadrami Sajjadah narrated to us, from Muhammad ibn

Fudayl, from Muslim Al-Mulai, from Ibrahim who said: “The Khawarij for me are more excused
than the Murjiah.”
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712 — Muhammad ibn Sulayman Luwayn Al-Asadi narrated to me and said: “It was said to
Sufyan: ‘Are you a believer?’ So he said: ‘I do not doubt in my iman, and your question to me is a

bid’ah. I do not know what status I have with Allah, if I am unhappy or my deeds have been accepted

or not?”
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723 — Hasan ibn Hammad Abu ‘Al Sajjadah, from Muhammad ibn Fudayl, from his father,
from Al-Mughirah ibn “Utaybah ibn An-Nahhas, from Sa’id ibn Jubayr that he said: “The
Murjiah are the Jews of the Qiblah.”
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727 - Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn Al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq Abti’Abdullah narrated to us, from Abu
Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Al-Ash’ab who said: I heard Al-Fudayl (i.e. ibn ‘Iyyad) say: “You fool, how
ignorant are you. Are you not pleased with saying I am a believer so you can say I have completed
iman? No by Allah, the slave will not fulfill (his iman) until he performs what Allah has obliged upon
him and avoids that which Allah has forbidden for him, and he is pleased with what Allah — "azza wa
jalla — has divided for him (of provision). And thereafter, despite of all this, he still fears that it will
not be accepted from him.”
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730 — Suwayd ibn Sa’id narrated to me, from Rishdin ibn Sa’d, from Yazid ibn ‘Abdullah
ibn Usamah ibn Al-Had from Al-Magburi, from Abt Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who
said: “When a man comes to (have intercourse with) the women unlawfully his iman separates from
him like this — and he put one of his hands upon the other and he described with his hand and then he
separated between them a little. Then he said: His iman separates from him like this. Then when he is

finished his iman returns to him — and he returned the one (hand) upon the other.”
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731 — Suwayd ibn Sa’id narrated to me, from ‘Abdullah ibn Maymiun who said: I heard
Mujahid say: “I was with "Ata ibn Abii Rabah when his son Ya'qub came, and then said: ‘O father,
some of our companions claim that their iman is like the iman of [ibril (alayhi as-salam).” So he said.:
‘O my son. They have lied. The iman of the one who obeys Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — is not like the iman
of the one who disobeys Allah the Exalted.””
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732 — Suwayd ibn Sa’id Al-Haraw1 narrated to me, from Al-Walid ibn Muslim, from Al-
Awza’i, from Yazid Ar-Raqqashi who said: I asked Anas ibn Malik (radiAllahu ‘anhu) so he
said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Between the slave and shirk

is leaving the prayer, so if he leaves it he has verily committed shirk.”
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742 — And he said: I heard Al-Fudayl say: “The people of irja say: ‘Iman is in speech and not
deeds.” And the Jahmiyyah says: ‘Iman is the knowledge without speech nor deeds.” And Ahl As-

71

Sunnah says: ‘Iman is the knowledge and the speech and the deeds.
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743 — Al-Layth ibn Khalid Al-Balkhi Abt Bakr narrated to us (and said): I heard Hammad
ibn Zayd say when we asked him about a man from our land, and we described him, so he
said: “How daring he is. He says: ‘I am a certainly a believer in reality.” And they call us doubters.
By Allah we never doubted in our religion, but there has come some things (i.e. narrations). Is it not

mentioned that a small amount of riya (showing off) is shirk? So who of us do not show off?”
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744 -1 read for my father rahimahullah, from Mahdi ibn Ja’far Ar-Ramli, from Al-Walid —1i.e.
ibn Muslim — who said: I heard Abu “Amr - i.e. Al-Awza’1t — and Malik ibn Anas, Sa’id ibn
Jubayr who all rejected that a person should say: I am a believer. And they allowed to make
istithnad; that a person says: I am a believer in sha Allah.
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745 — Suwayd ibn Sa’id Al-Haraw1 narrated to us and said: We asked Sufyan ibn “Uyaynah
about irja so he said: “They say: ‘Iman is (only) in speech’, and we say: ‘Iman is in speech and
deeds’. And the Murjiah obliged the paradise for the one who testifies to La ilaha illa Allah, even if he
in his heart is determined on leaving the obligated deeds of worship. And they call leaving the
obligated deeds of worship a sin, on the level of committing the forbidden, but they are not the same.
Because committing the forbidden without allowing it is a sin, and leaving the obligated deeds of
worship on purpose without ignorance or an excuse is kufr. And the clarification of this is in the story
of Adam (alayhi as-salam), Iblis and the scholars of the Jews. Regarding Adam then Allah — ‘azza wa
jalla — forbade him from eating from the tree, and made it impermissible for him, but he ate from it on
purpose in order to become a king or to be from those who live forever. So he was called a sinner
without kufr. Regarding Iblis — may the curse of Allah be upon him — then one prostration was made
obligatory upon him but he refused on purpose and he was called a kafir. And regarding the scholars
of the Jews then they knew the description of the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) and that he is
a prophet and a messenger, just like they know their own sons, and they acknowledged him with their
tongues but they did not follow his shari’ah, so Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — called them kuffar. So
performing the forbidden such as the sin of Adam (alayhi as-salam) and others than him from the
prophets (is not kufr), but leaving the obligatory deeds of worship out of rejection then this is kufr,
just like Iblis — may the curse of Allah be upon him — and leaving them while knowing about them
but not rejecting them is also kufr, just like the kufr of the scholars of the Jews. And Allah knows
best.”
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748 — Abu Bakr ibn Abu Shaybah narrated to me, from Jarir ibn ‘Abdul-Hamid, from
Mughirah, from Simak ibn Salamah Ad-Dabbi, from ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Ismah who said:
“I was with ‘Aishah (radiAllahu ‘anha) when the messenger of Mu’awiyah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) came
to her with a gift. So he said: "Amir Al-Muminin has sent this for you.” So she said: ‘You are the

177

believers in sha Allah ta’ala, and he is your amir, and I have verily accepted his gift.

16



y -f-;.‘ \ Refutation of the Murjiah

585 106 &5 M o By Eas 10 (el ol 38 O3 ol 38 Qg 1 P b s 2 D50 b ] S35 - 749
Sids T o2 S A8y sl Aoy sl Jo B 025 Eae 0k s g ale i 1o B0 sl o8 caadt 8

Olgad Wb 8 o S S8 s )

749 — My father narrated to me, from Safwan ibn ‘Isa, from Thawr ibn Yazid, from Aba
‘Awn, from Abt Idris who said: I heard Mu’awiyah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) say — and he did not
narrate many ahadith from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) — he said: 1
heard the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) say: “Every sin Allah perhaps will

forgive, except a man who dies while he is kafir or a man who kills a believer on purpose.”
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757 — My father narrated to me, from Sulayman ibn Harb, from Jarir ibn Hazim, from Al-
Fudayl ibn Yasar who said: Muhammad ibn “Ali said: “This is Al-Islam — and he drew a circle
in the middle of which was another circle — and this is Al-Iman which is in the middle of it confined
to Al-Islam. So the saying of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): “The fornicator
is not a believer when he fornicates, nor is the thief a believer when he steals, nor is the one
who drinks alcohol a believer when he drinks it.” He (i.e. the person who commits the sins) exits
from Al-Iman to Al-Islam, but he does not exit from Al-Islam. Then if he repents Allah forgives him.”
He said: “(Then) he returns to Al-Iman.”
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758 — My father narrated to me, from Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from Ayyub, from Abu Ar-Raja
who said: I heard Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) say: “Whoever separates from the Jama’ah a
hands span and then dies, then his death is in jahiliyyah.”
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759 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Abdul-Wahhab Ath-Thaqafi, from Ayyub, from Abu
Qilabah, from Anas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) that the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said:
“Three (traits) whoever possesses them, then by them he will taste the sweetness of Iman:
That Allah and His Messenger is more beloved to him than everything besides them, and
that he does not love a person except for the sake of Allah, and that he hates to return to
kufr after Allah has saved him from it, just like he hates that a fire is kindled for him and
he is thrown in it.”
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770 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from Hisham ibn Al-Qasim, from Shayban,
from Layth, from “Ata, from Jabir, from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) who said:
“Between a man and shirk is that he leaves the prayer, and between a man and kufr is that

he leaves the prayer.”
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775 — My father narrated to me, from Muhammad ibn Ja'far, from Shu’bah, from Salamah
ibn Kuhayl, from ‘Isa Al-Asadi, from Zir, from ‘Abdullah (radiAlldhu ‘anhu) from the
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) who said: “The tiyarah* (evil omen) is from shirk, but
Allah makes it go away with tawakkul.”
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777 — My father narrated to me, from Waki’ (who said): Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Ulathah narrated to me, from ‘Abdul-Karim Al-Jazari, from Ziyad ibn Abti Maryam who
said: “Sa’d ibn Malik went out with an army among the armies of the Muslims. Then an antelope
came crossing®. So a man from his companions came to him and said to him: ‘O Amir turn back.” So

¢ Pessimism, where a person sees or hears a bad thing and then acts according to it. Such as believing he has
seen a bad sign and therefore refrains from doing what he intended to do.

5> They would use to consider it as a bad sign when an antelope would cross from the right to the left, similar
to what some kuffar believe today regarding a black cat crossing the road or a broken mirror.
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Sa’d said: “‘Which thing did you regard as an evil omen? Was it from its horns when it came, or from

its tail when it ran away? Go, for verily the evil omen is shirk.”
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781 — My father narrated to me, from Isma’il ibn Ibrahim, from Khalid Al-Hadhdha, from

Abi Qilabah, from ‘Aishah (radiAllahu ‘anha) who said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu

alayhi wa sallam) said: “Verily the believers with the most complete iman are those with the

best manners, and who are most kind with his family.”
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786 — My father narrated to me, from Abti Kamil, from Zuhayr, from Abt Ishaq, from Qays
ibn Abt Hazim who said: I heard Abt Bakr As-Siddiq (radiAllahu ‘anhu) say: “Fear lying, for

verily lying keeps the iman away.”
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790 — My father narrated to me, from Abt Kamil, from Zuhayr, from ‘Amr ibn Qays, from

Al-Minhal, from Sirin Umm Abtu “Ubaydah, from ‘Abdullah who said: “Amulets, charms and

beads (all used for magic and protection against evil) is shirk.”
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795 — My father narrated to me, from Wak?’, from Sufyan, from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah who
said: “The slave does not breach his amanah (trust), except that his iman decreases.”
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797 — My father narrated to me, from Waki’, from Sharik, from Hilal ibn Humayd, from
‘Abdullah ibn “Ukaym who said: I heard Ibn Mas’tud (radiAllahu “anhu) say in his invocation:

“O Allah, increase us in iman, yaqin and figh (understanding).”
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798 — My father narrated to me, from Wak?’, from Israil, from Abt Al-Haytham, from Sa'id

ibn Jubayr who said: “But for my heart to be at ease.” (Al-Bagarah 2:260)° He said: “(That

means:) For my iman to increase.”
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799 — My father narrated to me, from Wak?’, from Hammad ibn Najih, from Abt ‘Imran Al-
Jawni, from Jundub who said: “We were with the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) and we were young boys, so we would learn about iman and then learn the Quran, and that

would increase our iman.”
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806 — My father narrated to me, from Waki’, from Al-A’mash, from Sufyan, from Thabit ibn

Hurmuz Abu Al-Miqdam, from Abi Yahya who said: Hudhayfah was asked: What is a

munafiq? So he said: “Then one who describes iman but does not act according to it.”
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818 — He said: I found in the book of my father — rahimahullah: I was informed that Fudayl

ibn ‘Iyyad read the first of (siirah) Al-Anfal until he reached: “Those are the true believers.

They will have (high) degrees with their Lord and forgiveness and a generous provision.”

¢ When Ibrahim (alayhi as-salam) asked Allah to show him how He gives life to the dead.
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(Al-Anfal 8:4) Then he said when he was finished: "Verily this verse informs you that iman is
both in speech and deeds, and that the believer if he is a true believer then he is from the people of
paradise. So whoever does not testify to, that the true believer is in paradise then he is doubting in
the Book of Allah — "azza wa jalla — and rejecting it, or he is ignorant and doesn’t know. So whoever
is according to this description (given in the first verses of surah Al-Anfal) he is a true believer who
has completed iman, and the slave does not complete iman except through deeds. And the slave will
not complete iman nor will he be a true believer until he prefers his religion over his desires. And the
slave will not be destroyed until he prefers his desires over his religion. You fool, how ignorant are
you. Are you not pleased with saying I am a believer so you can say I have completed iman? No by
Allah, the slave will not fulfill (his iman) until he performs what Allah has obliged upon him and
avoids that which Allah has forbidden for him, and he is pleased with what Allah — ‘azza wa jalla —
has divided for him (of provision). And thereafter, despite of all this, he still fears that it will not be
accepted from him.”
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And Fudayl described iman as being in speech and deeds, and he recited: “And they were
not commanded except to worship Allah, being sincere to Him in religion, hunafa (free
from shirk) and to establish prayer and to give zakah. And that is the correct religion.”
(Al-Bayyinah 98:5) (The he said:) “Verily did Allah call the correct religion with speech and deeds.
So the speech is: The acknowledgment of Tawhid and testifying that the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi
wa sallam) has brought the Message. And the deeds are: Performing the obligatory acts of worship
and avoiding the forbidden things, and he recited: “And mention Isma‘il in the Book. Verily he
was true to his promise, and he was a messenger and a prophet. And he used to order his
family to (establish) the prayer and pay the zakah, and his Lord was pleased with him.”
(Maryam 19:54-55) And Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said: “He has ordained for you of religion
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what He enjoined upon Niuih and that which We have revealed to you, (O Muhammad),
and what We enjoined upon Ibrahim and Miisa and ‘Isa; to establish the religion and not
be divided therein.” (Ash-Shiara 42:13) So the religion is the verification (of what you have
testified to verbally) with the deeds, just like Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — described it and like He ordered
His prophets and messengers to establish it. And being divided therein is to leave the deeds and
differentiating between the speech and the deeds. Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said: “So if they repent
and establishes the prayer and give the zakah, then they are your brothers in the
religion.” (At-Tawbah 9:11) So Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — made the tawbah from shirk to be in speech
and in deeds, by establishing the prayer and paying the zakah. And the companions of rai (opinion)
said: ‘Neither the prayer nor the zakah, or anything from the obligatory acts of worship are from
iman’, and (with this) they invented a lie against Allah and opposed His Book and the Sunnah of His
Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). And if the opinion were as they claim then Abii Bakr
(radiAllahu ‘anhu) would not have fought the people of riddah.”
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And Al-Fudayl - rahimahullah — said: “The people of bida’ say: ‘Iman is the acknowledgment
without the deeds, and the iman (of all people) is the same, verily do they differ in their deeds, but
they do not differ in their iman.” And whoever says this has verily opposed the narrations and
answered back to the saying of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), because the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Iman is sixty odd or seventy odd
categories. The best of them is La ilaha illa Allah and the lowest of them is removing the
harm from the road. And haya (shyness) is from iman.” And the interpretation of the one who

says that the iman does not differ is saying: ‘Verily the obligatory acts of worship are not from iman.’
So the people of bida’ distinguished between the deeds and the iman, and they said: "Verily the
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obligatory acts of worship of Allah are not from iman.” And whoever says this has verily invented a
big lie, and I fear that he is rejecting the obligatory acts of worship, and refuting Allah — ‘azza wa
jalla — in His command. And the people of Sunnah say: ‘Verily Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — joined the
deeds with the iman, and that the obligatory acts of worship are from iman.” They said: “Verily those
who believe and make good deeds.” (Muhammad 49:2) So that is connecting the deeds with
the iman. And the people of irja says: ‘It is disconnected and not connected.” And the people of Sunnah
say: “And whoever does good deeds, male or female, and is a believer.” (An-Nisa 4:124)
Then this is connected, and the people of irja say that it is disconnected. And the people of Sunnah
say: “And whoever wants the hereafter and strives for it with its true striving, and he is a
believer.” (Al-Isra 17:19) Then this is connected and everything in the Quran that looks like this
(is also connected). So the people of Sunnah say: “This is connected and gathering (all the meanings
under timan)’, while the people of irja say: ‘It is disconnected and separating (the meanings into their
own categories). And if the matter were as they say, then the one who disobeys and commits the
disobedience and the sins, then there would be no way of reaching him (i.e. no authority over him),
and his acknowledgment (of iman) would suffice him from (performing) the deeds. So how evil is this

saying and how repulsive. So verily we belong to Allah and to Him we shall return.”
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And Fudayl said: “The foundation of iman for us and its branches — after the Shahadah and the
Tawhid, and after the testimony to the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) that he brought the
Message, and after performing the obligatory acts of worship — is believing in the hadith, preserving
the trust, leaving betrayal, fulfilling the promise, keeping the bond of kinship, giving advice to all of
the Muslims and being merciful with all people in general.” So it was said to him —i.e. to Fudayl
— Is this something you say from your opinion or did you hear this? He said: “Rather we have

heard this and learned this. And if I had not taken this from the people of understanding and

precedence then I would not have said it.”
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And Fudayl said: “The people of irja say: ‘Iman is in speech and not deeds.” And the Jahmiyyah
says: ‘Iman is the knowledge without speech nor deeds.” And Ahl As-Sunnah says: ‘Iman is the
knowledge and the speech and the deeds.” So whoever says: Iman is in speech and deeds, then he has
verily grasped that which is trustworthy. And whoever says that iman is in speech and not in deeds,
then he has verily taken a risk because he doesn’t know whether his acknowledgment will be accepted
or it will be refused due to his sins.” And he — i.e. Fudayl - said: “I have verily clarified this for
you, except (you will not understand) if you are blind.” And Fudayl said: “If a man says: "Are you
a believer?’ I would never speak to him as long as I live.” And he said: “If you said: ‘I have believed
in Allah, then that is sufficient for you from saying: ‘I am a believer’. But if you say: ‘I am a believer’,
then it is not sufficient for you from saying: ‘I have believed in Allah’, because (saying) ‘I have believed
in Allah’” is an order. Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said: “Say: We have believed in Allah.” (Al-
Bagarah 2:136) until the rest of the verse. And your saying: ‘I am a believer’ is a burden you take
upon yourself while it doesn’t harm you if you do not say it, and there is no harm if you say it for the
sake of acknowledging (iman) and I hate (saying that) for the sake of purifying (oneself).”
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And Fudayl said: “I heard Sufyan Ath-Thawri say: ‘Whoever prays towards this giblah then for us
he is a believer. And the people for us are believers through acknowledgement (of faith), inheritance,
marriage, punishments, slaughtering and sacrifices. And they have sins and mistakes. Allah is their
Reckoner, if He wants He punishes them and if He wants He forgives them. And we do not know
what they are (i.e. in hukm) for Allah.”” And Fudayl said: “I heard Al-Mughirah Ad-Dabbi say:
‘Whoever doubts in his religion then he is a kafir. And I am a believer in sha Allah.””
“Al-Istithna is not doubting.” And Fudayl said: “Everytime the Murjiah hear a hadith in which
there is frightening they said: ‘This is (merely) a threat.” While the believer fears the threat of Allah,

His admonition, His frightening, His warning and he hopes for His promise. And verily the hypocrite

Fudayl said:

does not fear the threat of Allah, nor His admonition, nor His frightening, nor His warning and he
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does not hope for His promise.” And Fudayl said: “(Some) deeds destroy (other) deeds, and (some
deeds) prevents from (other) deeds.”
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821 - Harun ibn Ma’ruf narrated to us more than one time, from Damrah, from Ibn
Shawdhab, from Muhammad ibn Juhadah, from Salamah ibn Kuhayl, from Al-Huzayl ibn
Shurahbil who said: “Umar ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) said: “If the iman of Abii Bakr

was weighed against the iman of the inhabitants of the earth, then it would verily exceed it in weight.”
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Commentary

This chapter refutes the Murjiah in the time of the Salaf in all aspects of their beliefs. It also
refutes some people who ascribe themselves to Tawhid today but have some mistakes in

their belief. These groups are as follows:

1. Those who excuse in ignorance in the major shirk.

These people believe that a person as long as he remains on 7mman in his speech, then his act
of major shirk will not harm him. And by this they give the hukm of Islam to a person who
claims to be a Muslim while he with his deeds commits a nagid (nullifier) of Islam; in this
case major shirk. If the person would remain within the fold of Islam when performing major
shirk, the scholars would not have called major shirk a nagid (nullifier). So these modern-
time Murjiah took the principles of the Murjiah of old times and applied it upon those who
commit shirk, and by this they themselves fall into kufr, because declaring takfir upon the
one who commits shirk is an included part of al-kufr bit-taghiit which must be performed in

order to be a Muslim.

Furthermore they are worse than the Murjiah (of Jahmiyyah) of old times because the
Murjiah (of Jahmiyyah) of old times, despite of their faulty beliefs would still declare takfir
upon the one who commits shirk, claiming that this person is a kafir, not due to the act of
shirk itself, rather because this shirk — for them — would be a sign that the person is a kafir
inwardly and furthermore they would say that Allah has stated that the act of shirk would
not be performed except by a kafir.

Ibn Taymiyyah — rahimahullah — conveyed what Abu Al-Hasan Al-Ash’ari said when he

mentioned some of the beliefs of the sects who held a murji stance regarding iman:
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“And the second sect of the Murijiah: They claim that iman is knowing Allah alone, and kufr (disbelief)
in Allah is only being ignorant about him. So there is no iman in Allah except by having knowledge

regarding Him and there is no kufr in Allah except through ignorance regarding Him. And the one
who says: ‘Verily Allah is the third of three’, then this (saying) is not kufr, but it (i.e. this saying)
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does not come from anyone but a kafir. And this is because Allah has declared takfir upon the one who
says this, and the Muslims have agreed upon that no-one but a kafir says this. And the one who holds
this opinion is Abu Al-Hasan As-Salihi.” (Majmu’ Al-Fatawa 7/543)

And he said:
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“And the eleventh sect of the Murjiah: Are the companions of Bishr Al-Marisi. They said: Verily
iman is the belief (in the heart), because 1man in the language means believing, and whatever is not
believing then it is not iman. And they claim that all of believing is in the heart and upon the tongue
(only). And Ibn Al-Rawandi used to hold this opinion, and Ibn Al-Rawandi used to claim that kufr
is rejecting, denying, covering and concealing (the truth). And nothing is allowed to be (called) kufr
except that which is kufr in the language. And nothing is allowed to be (called) tman except that
which is iman in the language. And he used to claim that making sujid (prostration) to the sun is
not kufr, nor is the sujiid to others than Allah kufr (in itself), rather it is a sign of kufr, because Allah
has clarified that no-one but a kafir makes sujid to the sun (or others than Allah).” (Majmu’ Al-
Fatawa 7/544)

So have a look at how these misguided sects of old times, despite of their bid’ah and
misguidance, had a more correct belief regarding the one who commits shirk, which is closer
to the truth of the Quran, than these modern Murjiah who refuse to declare takfir upon the
one who worships others than the Lord of the worlds and ascribes partners to him. La hawla
wa la quwwata illa billah.

2. The habitual sinner who doesn’t stop sinning, either in secret or openly.

There are many people of today who ascribe themselves to Tawhid and speaks openly about
Tawhid, al-kufr bit-taghiit, declaring takfir upon the mushrikiin etc. But in reality with this
they are habitual sinners who either secretly or openly commits disobedience to the Lords
of the worlds. Despite of this, they still think that with this claim of Tawhid they remain
upon the same level of 7man as those Muwahhidiin who does not sin like they do. This illusion

— and basically the principle of the Murjiah who said that sins have no effect upon 7man —

27



L-AQEEDAH g—;_-/?-;.f \ Refutation of the Murjiah

/
¢
v

closes the door of tawbah to Allah for the sinner and it strongly soften up his view upon the
sins that he is committing. The result of this is a catastrophe in dunya and destruction in the
akhirah. Because how many callers to Tawhid fell in kufr because of their continuous sins,
how many Muwahhidiin left the religion because of their farness from Allah and His
Forgiveness and how many so-called “callers to the religion” ended up as enemies to the
religion of Allah because of them being impressed with themselves? The Muwahhid is
advised to be aware of his own status and hold himself to account. For every sin there
should be a request for forgiveness and a good deed, for every act of arrogance there should

be humility, for every aspect of ignorance there should be a search for knowledge.

3. Those who do general takfir and does not accept the Islamic signs.

After almost a year of this issue has been discussed and those who claim that at-takfir bil-
‘umiim (general takfir) is from the religion has been unable to produce a single piece of
evidence for their misguided opinion, these people of bid’ah should in reality be ashamed of
themselves for not accepting the truth in this issue. It is not intended to dwell into that issue
in this text, but one quote that demonstrates the clean and un-distorted understanding that
the Salaf — rahimahumullah — had regarding the Quran, deserves to be highlighted. And this
is when Fudayl ibn ‘Iyyad — rahimahullah — said:
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“Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said: “So if they repent and establishes the prayer and give the
zakah, then they are your brothers in the religion.” (At-Tawbah 9:11) So Allah — ‘azza wa
jalla —made the tawbah from shirk to be in speech and in deeds, by establishing the prayer and paying
the zakah.”

So a person who with his words distance himself from the shirk he was upon - by testifying
to La ilaha illa Allah — and thereafter with his deeds perform the obligatory acts of worship,
then Allah informed that these people were to be considered as Muslim brothers. And Al-
Fudayl — rahimahullah — described this as the tawbah from shirk. So where are the arguments
of the one who dares to contradict Allah the Exalted, His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa

sallam) and the three best generations of people?
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We ask Allah to show us the truth as the truth and provide us with following it. And we ask
Him to show us the falsehood as falsehood and provide us with keeping away from it.

Allahumma amin.

And may the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family

and companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement.

Abt Hajar
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