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He was asked about what was narrated
regarding the Kursi and the sitting of the Lord -

‘azza wa jalla — upon it

Al-Ageedah
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Regarding the Kursi and Allah sitting

Regarding the Kursi and the sitting of the Lord — “azza wa jalla — upon it

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman “Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumullah — said:
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He was asked about what was narrated regarding the Kursi and the sitting of the Lord -

‘azza wa jalla — upon it
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584 — I saw my father — rahimahullah — consider these ahadith as being correct; the ahadith
about the ruyah, and he would hold that opinion, and he would gather them in a book and

narrate them to us.
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585 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me and said: "Abdur-Rahman narrated to us,
from Sufyan, from Abi Ishaq, from “Abdullah ibn Khalifah, from "Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
who said: “When the Lord — tabaraka wa ta’ala — sits upon the Kursi, then a creak will be heard such

as the creak of a new saddle (when it is lifting something heavy).”
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586 — My father narrated to me, from Wak?, from Sufyan, from "Ammar Ad-Duhni, from

Muslim Al-Batin, from Sa’id ibn Jubayr, from Ibn ‘Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhuma) who said:
“The Kurst is the place of the two Feet, and no-one can imagine the size of the Throne.”
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587 — My father narrated to me — from Waki" — the hadith of Israil, from Abu Ishaq, from
‘Abdullah ibn Khalifah, from ‘Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said: “When the Lord — ‘azza wa
jalla — sits upon the Kursi.” Then a man — whose name my father mentioned — shivered (when
hearing this) in front of Waki’, so Waki’ became angry and said: “We have experienced Al-
A’'mash and Sufyan narrating these ahadith and they did not reject them.”



Regarding the Kursi and Allah sitting
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588 — My father narrated to me, from ‘Abdus-Samad (who said): My father narrated to us
(and said): Muhammad ibn Juhadah narrated to us, from Salamah ibn Kuhayl, from
‘Umarah ibn “Umayr, from Abti Miisa who said: “The Kursi is the place of the two Feet, and it

has a sound like the creak of a saddle.”

8" 06 { o0 et K s} s B 38 G Gl e (I o8 (L 1 5 b o s - 589
ol 4 oled] 455 1 Bl adle ol 980 S o sl st B Gl asis s o5 22 G

E215 545 16 (el &3 Lisls S EF 2ty ity (25N b S ke R e 38 A 2 Bagg

" w;\“ PEEST MES

589 — My father narrated to me, from a man, from Israil, from As-Suddi, from Abt Malik
regarding His — the Exalted — words: “His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth.”
(Al-Baqarah 2:255) He said: “Verily the rock which is under the seventh earth and the endpoint of
the creation, upon its surface are four angels. And every angel has four faces; the face of a human, the
face of a lion, the face of an eagle and the face of a bull. They are standing upon it and they surround
the earth and the heavens, and their heads are under the Kursi, while the Kursi is under the Throne.”

He said: “And He has put His two Feet — tabaraka wa ta’ala — upon the Kursi.”
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590 — Al-"Abbas ibn "Abdul-"Adhim Al-"Anbari wrote to me: “I have written to you with my
own writing (that) Ishaq ibn Mansiir Abii “Uthman narrated to us, from Ibrahim ibn Yiisuf ibn Abii
Ishag, from his father, from ‘Ammar Ad-Duhni, from Muslim Al-Batin, from Sa’id ibn Jubayr, from
Ibn “Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who said: ‘Verily the Kursi, which extends over the heavens and the
earth, is the place of His two Feet. And no-one can imagine the size of the Throne except the One who

created it. And verily the heavens compared to the creation of Ar-Rahman is like a dome in the desert.”
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591 — My father narrated to me, from Ibn Mahdi and Abu Sufyan - that is (Abu Sufyan) Al-
Ma’'mar1 - from Sufyan, from Layth, from Mujahid who said: “The heavens and the earth

compared to the Kursi is like a ring in a desert.”
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592 — My father narrated to me, from Niih ibn Maymuin who said: I heard Bukayr ibn Ma'raf
Abt Mu'adh - the judge of Naysabtur — from Mugqatil ibn Hibban, from Ad-Dahhak,
regarding His —‘azza wa jalla — words: “There is in no private conversation three (persons)
except that He is the fourth of them, nor are there five except that He is the sixth of them.”
(Al-Mujadilah 58:7) He said: “He is upon the Throne and His knowledge is with them.”
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593 —’Abbas ibn "Abdul-’Adhim Al-"Anbari wrote to me: Abtt Ahmad Az-Zubayri narrated
to us, from Israil, from Abt Ishaq, from "Abdullah ibn Khalifah who said: “A woman came
to the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and said: "Ask Allah to let me enter into
paradise.”” He said: ”So he glorified the Lord —"azza wa jalla — and said: "His Kursi extends
over the heavens and the earth. He — jalla wa ‘azza — verily sits upon it, so there remains
not any of it (i.e. the Kursi) except the space of four fingers. And it verily has a creak, just
like the creak of a saddle when it is mounted.””
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594 — Muhammad ibn "Ali ibn Al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq narrated to me, from Ibrahim ibn Al-
Ash’ab who said: I heard Al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad say: “Verily the people of irja say: ‘Verily the iman
is in speech and not in deeds’, and the Jahmiyyah say: “The iman is the knowledge without speech or
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deed’, and the people of Sunnah say: "The iman is the knowledge and the speech and the deeds.



J/AL-AQEEDAH 4
4

Regarding the Kursi and Allah sitting

u,\u;‘u&f‘uud&uﬁf‘a}ﬂdﬁf‘éud&j ogadll 05hia B ES U ‘{a;sj:_'i@}l;—595
G psp o B a4y Gl F @il ey 106 [4 ] {3356 o S ) el o

JEZL) 2 5h ]G

595 — Abtt Ma'mar narrated to me, from Nuh ibn Maymuin Al-Madrab and Salm ibn Salim,
from Bukayr ibn Ma'raf, from Mugatil ibn Hayyan, from ’Ikrimah, from Ibn "Abbas
(radiAllahu "anhu) (regarding the verse): “And He is with you wherever you are.” (Al-Hadid
57:4) He said: “He knows about you wherever you are.” Then Abti Ma’'mar narrated this for us
another time, and he retracted this and said: “It is from Ad-Dahhak.”
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596 — Ahmad ibn Sa’id Ad-Darimi narrated to me and said: I heard my father (who said): I
heard Abti ‘Ismah while a man asked him about Allah if He is in the heaven? So he narrated
the hadith of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): “When he asked the female slave:
‘Where is Allah?’ She said: ‘In the heaven.” He said: ‘And who am I?" She said: ‘The
Messenger of Allah.” He said: ‘Release her, for verily she is a believer.”” He said: “So the
Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) called her a believer due to her knowing that Allah — the Exalted

—is in the heaven.”
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597 — Ahmad ibn Ibrahim Ad-Dawradqi narrated to me, from ‘Al ibn Al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq,
from “Abdullah ibn Musa Ad-Dabbi, from Ma’dan who said, that “‘Ali ibn Al-Hasan said
that Ibn Al-Mubarak said: “Verily in Khurasan there was one of the abdal (zuhhad), so Ma’dan
said: 'l asked Sufyan Ath-Thawri regarding the words of Allah ‘azza wa jalla: ” And He is with you
wherever you are.” (Al-Hadid 57:4) He said: “His knowledge.”
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598 — Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to me, from ‘Al ibn Al-Hasan who said: I asked

‘Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak how we ought to know our Lord — ‘azza wa jalla. He said: “Above

the seventh heaven upon His Throne, and we do not say like the Jahmiyyah that He is here on earth.”
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Commentary

Describing Allah with the sifah (Attribute) of sitting is dependent upon the hadith of “‘Umar
Ibn Al-Khattab (radiAllahu ‘anhu) which was mentioned in this chapter.
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585 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me and said: “Abdur-Rahman narrated to us,
from Sufyan, from Abu Ishaq, from "Abdullah ibn Khalifah, from "Umar (radiAllahu ‘anhu)

who said: “When the Lord — tabaraka wa ta’ala — sits upon the Kursi, then a creak will be heard such

as the creak of a new saddle (when it is lifting something heavy).”
An-NawawT' said regarding this hadith:
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“I said: This hadith is sahih with a group of the muhaddithiin. Al-Hafidh Diya Ad-Din Al-Magqdist
narrated it in his “Sahih” and it is from the conditions of Ibn Hibban, but I don’t know if he narrated
it or not? Because with him is that if the just and hafidh man narrates from a man regarding whom

no criticism is known, that chain of narration is sahih.

So if these aimmah (pl. imam): Abii Ishag As-Sabi’t, Ath-Thawri, Al-A'mash, Israil, ’Abdur-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, Abii Ahmad Az-Zubayri, Waki’, Ahmad ibn Hanbal and others than these which it would
be long to mention their names and numbers, those who are the lights of guidance and the lamps in
the darkness, would convey this hadith with acceptance and narrate it and they would not reject nor

question its chain of narration, then who are we to reject it and pretend to be smart in from of them?”

(Kitab Al-“Arsh p. 50)

1 We mention the words of An-Nawaw1 here due to the benefit in them, while we do not consider him an
Imam due to some mistakes he had in Tawhid Al-Asma was-Sifat.
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And also the following hadith:
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593 —’Abbas ibn "Abdul-"Adhim Al-’Anbari wrote to me: Abit Ahmad Az-Zubayri narrated
to us, from Israil, from Abt Ishaqg, from "Abdullih ibn Khalifah who said: ”A woman came
to the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and said: "Ask Allah to let me enter into
paradise.” He said: ”So he glorified the Lord —"azza wa jalla — and said: "His Kursi extends
over the heavens and the earth. He — jalla wa ‘azza — verily sits upon it, so there remains
not any of it (i.e. the Kurst) except the space of four fingers. And it verily has a creak, just
like the creak of a saddle when it is mounted.”

Diya Ad-Din narrated in “Ahadith Mukhtarah” (153), and Ibn Al-'Attar in “Al-Futya” (21)
and Ad-Dashti in “Ithbat Al-Hadd” (33), and he said: “This hadith is sahih. Its narrators are

(correct) according to the conditions of Al-Bukhari and Muslim.”

Abu Hajar



