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He was asked about what the misguided
Jahmiyyah rejected of the speaking of the Lord of

the worlds — ‘azza wa jalla

Al-Ageedah



Regarding Allah — ‘azza wa jalla - speaking

{hu-ageeDan

The speaking of the Lord of the worlds — ‘azza wa jalla

Ab1i ‘Abdur-Rahman ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahumullah — said®;
ijfuij\u)ew\swdw\m&mwww

He was asked about what the misguided Jahmiyyah rejected of the speaking of the Lord

of the worlds - ‘azza wa jalla.
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531 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me (and said): I heard "Abdur-Rahman ibn
Mahdi say: "Whoever claims that Allah — "azza wa jalla — did not speak to Miisa (salawatAllahi
alayhi) is asked to repent. Then he either repents or he is beheaded.”
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532 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from Surayj ibn An-Nu'man, from
"Abdullah ibn Nafi” who said: Malik ibn Anas used to say: "The iman is speech and deeds.”
And he would say: “Allah spoke to Miisa.” And Malik said: “Allah is in the heaven, and His

knowledge is everywhere, nothing is isolated from Him.”
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533 — I asked my father — rahimahullah — about the people who says: “When Allah — “azza wa
jalla — spoke to Miusa, He did not speak with a voice (sound).” So my father said: “Yes verily

(He did). Verily your Lord — ‘azza wa jalla — speaks with a voice (sound). We narrate these ahadith

just as they came.”
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1 This is a shortened version of the chapter.
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534 — My father — rahimahullah — said: (Regarding) the hadith of Ibn Mas’td (radiAllahu ‘anhu):
"When Allah - 'azza wa jalla — speaks a sound from Him is heard, like the dragging of a
chain upon rocks.” My father said: “And these Jahmiyyah reject this.” And my father said:
“These are kuffar. They want to distort (the meaning) for the people. Whoever claims that Allah —

‘azza wa jalla — does not speak then he is kafir. Verily we narrate these ahadith just as they came.”
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535 — I heard Abti Ma’'mar Al-Hudhali say: “Whoever claims that Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — does
not speak, nor hear, nor see, nor get angry, nor get pleased — and he mentioned some of these
Attributes — then he is kafir in Allah ‘azza wa jalla. If you see this person standing at a well then
throw him in it. I worship Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — with this, because they are kuffar in Allah the
Exalted.”
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536 — My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me, from "Abdur-Rahman ibn Muhammad Al-
Mubharibi, from Al-A’'mash, from Muslim, from Masrigq, from ‘Abdullah (who said): “When
Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — spoke the revelation, the inhabitants of the heaven hear His voice and they
throw themselves down in prostration. Until the fear has been removed from their hearts — He said:
Until their hearts have calmed down — then the inhabitants of the heaven call out: "What did your
Lord say?’ They said: '(He said) the truth. He said so and so.””
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537 — Abtit Ma’mar narrated to me, from Jarir, from Al-A’mash, from Ibn Numayr and Abu
Mu’awiyah, all of them from Al-A’mash, from Muslim, from Masrtq, from “Abdullah who
said: “When Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — spoke the revelation the inhabitants of the heaven heard a clang,
like the clang of iron upon rocks.” Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman said: And verily was this hadith

narrated from some from some of the shuyiikh, from Furran ibn Tammam, from Al-’Amash,
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from Muslim, from Masriiq, from ‘Abdullah, from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam),
and he ascribed it to the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). And Abu Mu’awiyah also
narrated it in Baghdad and one time he ascribed it (to the Prophet).
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540 — 'Abdullah said: And Abu Ma’mar narrated to me, from "Abdullah ibn Mu’adh, from
Abt Sufyan Al-Ma'mari, from Ma mar, from Az-Zuhri, from Abu Bakr ibn’Abdur-Rahman
ibn Al-Harith ibn Hisham, from Jaz ibn Jabir Al-Khath’am1 that he heard Ka'b Al-Ahbar
say: "When Allah spoke to Miisa (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) He spoke with him in all the
languages before his language. So Miisa began saying: ‘O my Lord. By Allah, I don’t understand
that.” Until He spoke to him at the end of that in his language, just like his voice. So Miisa (alayhi as-
salam) said: ‘Is this — O my Lord — your Speech?’ So Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — said: “If I spoke to you
with My Speech you would become nothing.” Or He said: "You would not be able to bear it.” He said.:
‘O My Lord, is there anything from Your creation that is similar to Your speech? He said: ‘No. And
the closest from My creation that is similar to My speech is the severest that the people hear of
thunder.”” And the hadith is accordance with the words of my father, from ‘Abdur-Razzagq.
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542 — Muhammad ibn Bakkar narrated to me, from Abu Ma’shar, from Muhammad ibn Ka’b
who said: "Banii Israil said to Miisa (alayhi as-salam): "With what do you liken the voice of your
Lord — "azza wa jalla — from this creation, when He spoke to you?’ He said: ‘I liken His voice with the

sound of thunder when it does not withdraw.”
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543 — Muhammad ibn Bakkar narrated to me, from Abu Ma’shar, from Abua Al-Huwayrith

"Abdur-Rahman ibn Mu’awiyah who said: “Miisa remained (in a state) for forty days where no-
one would see him except that they would die from the light of the Lord of the worlds.”
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544 — Muhammad ibn Bakkar narrated to me, from Abu Ma’shar, from Abu Al-Huwayrith
who said: “Verily Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — spoke to Miisa (alayhi as-salam) in accordance to what
Miisa was able to bear of His Speech. And if He spoke to him with His Speech then he would not be
able to bear any of it.”

o de o

B 25 P i) B A B sk 3R AT (38 G aE G TG e AT asE o0 ) aadl s - 545

WGl g o8 B5E 3 el Gl il I a0 YR e ok 2B A 8 " iddis B T A Jitg 6 J6
g:ﬁj@é?étgﬁugé@;f}s W:;\»J\.x.s\UJ(%JWLMJCOJLJWNDY\(%(M\WLS\N A Bl
L}.ij&gngrww;w@ﬂy ;L;;J\L;\u,uéj‘un\gaﬁ)\yuw\&@méqgap

-~

a\ J J>- \J\.ﬁj V‘L uJJ&\ \J\.A (ﬁbfyb J}’\_;-\ \) LY} u.t..\j\ r).u Jj\.ﬁ LY} g\.@_lfmjd\ Aj\ Lv L;\.d)ﬁ JU 464.«7- u.ﬁ ;\g.«j\

” He ‘}“ J-& dn.’ ii ML.L“ (}J d\f‘:b V'G*LC \.o.G d).c)jj\ L”‘J c\};\.w w;- \.@.«.ﬁ QJJ;}:.«J &5"’- V.@:r.u\.e \,;.,..,U\ é O}-\.ﬁ:\;’j\
) A 2B GhS e O8I s ot 5, 1 22ls 3l 202 s r@b\ A8 Ged V) 4 o e #25 okl

545 — Al-Hasan ibn Hammad Sajjadah Abii “Ali narrated to me, from Abu Malik "Amr ibn
Hashim Al-Janbi, from Juwaybir, from Ad-Dahhak, from Ibn’Abbas (radiAllahu ‘anhu) who
said: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Verily Allah confided secret
teachings to Miisa (alayhi as-salam) with hundred and forty thousand words. Then when
Miisa (alayhi as-salam) heard the speech of the people he disliked them due to what he had
heard of the words of the Lord of the worlds ‘azza wa jalla. And among that which He
confided to him in secret was that He said to him: ‘O Miisa, verily those who makes deeds
for Me cannot do anything like (i.e. better than) zuhd (asceticism) in dunya. And those who
seek nearness to Me cannot seek nearness with anything like being god-fearing from what
I have forbidden for them. And those who worship Me do not worship me with anything
like crying due to the fear of Me.” Miisa said: ‘O God of all of the creation, and O King of
the Day of Judgment, and O Lord of Majesty and Generosity, what have You prepared for
them and what will You reward them with?” He said: ‘Regarding the people of zuhd in
dunya then I have permitted for them My paradise in which they can live wherever they
want. And regarding those who were god-fearing in what I have forbidden for them, then
when it is the Day of Judgment there will not remain a slave except that I will interrogate

him in his reckoning and examine that which is in his hands, except the god-fearing. I will
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verily hold a high opinion of them and honor them and enter them into paradise without
reckoning. And regarding those who cry due to fear of Me then these will have the highest

position and no-one will share it with them.””
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546 — Muhriz ibn "Awn narrated to me, from Khalaf ibn Khalifah, from Wail ibn Dawud
regarding the words of Allah ’azza wa jalla: “And Allah spoke to Miisa directly.” (An-Nisa
4:164) He said: “Orally, many times.”
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547 — Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani narrated to me, from Muhammad ibn Humayd,

from Abt Tumaylah who said: I asked Nih ibn Abtt Maryam Abu ‘Ismah how Allah - ‘azza
wa jalla — spoke with Miisa? He said: “Orally.”
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548 — Nasr ibn ’All narrated to me, from Ash’ab ibn “Abdullah, from Isma’il ibn Abu Khalid,
from Ash-Sha’bi, from “Abdullah ibn Al-Harith, from Ka’b who said: “Verily Allah — ‘azza wa
jalla — divided the seeing of Him and speaking with Him between Muhammad (sall Allahu alayhi wa
sallam) and Miisa (alayhi as-salam). Because Muhammad saw Him two times? and Miisa spoke to

Him two times.”
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549 — My father narrated to me, from Sufyan, from "Amr who heard Tawus, who heard Abu
Hurayrah (radiAllahu ‘anhu) say: The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said:

2 The issue of whether or not Muhammad (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) saw Allah or not has been discussed in
the commentary to the 5t chapter called: “Whoever claims that Allah does not speak, then he is worshipping
the statues.” Review it for the full explanation.
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”Adam argued with Miisa (alayhima as-salam), so Miisa said: 'O Adam, you are our father.
You aborted us and made us exit the paradise.” So Adam said: ‘O Miisa, you are the one
whom Allah chose to speak to — and another time he said: ‘with His message’ — and He
wrote for you with His Hand. Do you blame me for an issue that Allah already decreed
forty years before He created me?”” He (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “So Adam confuted

Miisa.” Three times.
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555 — My father narrated to me (and said): “Abdul-Muta’al ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab narrated to
us, from Damrah, from Ibn Shawdhab who said: “Allah revealed to Miisa (alayhi as-salam): ‘O
Muiisa, do you know why I chose you with My Speech and My message?’ He said: ‘No, O my Lord.’

7

He said: 'Because no-one has ever humbled themselves for Me like you have humbled yourself.
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557 — I read for my father — rahimahullah — that Al-Hasan ibn Misa narrated to us, from
Hammad, from Thabit Al-Bunani: "That a man came to the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam)
and said: 'l verily saw in a dream’ — and he mentioned a long story — (then) he said: “Then I was
brought to a house and in the middle of it was a pulpit of gold, and then you were upon it. On your
right was a man, when he spoke the people listened to his words.” He (sall Allahu alyhi wa sallam)
said: “Regarding the one whom you saw of my right, then that is Miisa (salawatAllahu
‘alayhi). When he spoke the people listened due to the favor of Allah speaking to Him.”
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558 — Hadiyyah Abu Salih ibn “Abdul-Wahhab narrated to me, from Fadl ibn Mitsa, from
Al-A’mash, from Abt Ishaq, from Amr ibn Maymin, from *Abdullah ibn Mas’td who said:

“When I reached to Madyan I asked about the tree at which Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — spoke to Miisa,
and 1 was directed towards it.” He said: “So I reached to it, and it was an abundantly green tree.
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My camel took something from its leaves and chew it but it was not able to swallow it so it spat it

out. So I sent blessings upon the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) and returned.”
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559 — "Uthman ibn Abti Shaybah narrated to me, from Abu Mu’awiyah, from Al-A’mash,
from’Amr ibn Maymiin, from Abti’Ubaydah, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (radiAllahu ‘anhu)
who said: ”I went out to Sham and I passed by the tree at which Misa (alyhi as-salam) was called.

It was brown and abundantly green.”
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560 — 'Al1 ibn Muslim narrated to me, from Abu "Abdus-Samad, from "Abu ‘Imran, from
Nawf: "That Miisa (alayhi as-salam) when he was called said: "Who are you that is calling me?’ He
said: ‘I am your Lord the Most High.””
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561 — Al-’Abbas ibn "Abdul-’Adhim Al-"Anbari wrote to me: Zayd ibn Al-Mubarak Abu
‘Abdullah As-San’ani narrated to me — and how good Zayd was according to what I know
— from Muhammad ibn “Amr ibn Migsam, from “Ata ibn Muslim, from Wahb ibn Munabbih
who said: “Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — spoke to Miisa on thousand occasions and when He spoke to him
light was seen on his face for three days, and he did not apply himself to women ever since His Lord
— ‘azza wa jalla — spoke to him.”
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564 — Abt Ma'mar narrated to me, from Khalf ibn Khalifah, from Humayd Al-A’raj, from

"Abdullah ibn Al-Harith, from "Abdullah ibn Mas’td, from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa
sallam) who said: “When Miisa (alayhi as-salam) spoke with his Lord — ‘azza wa jalla — he was



/ wrr s
\[ AI‘-AQEEDAH v 3 \ Regarding Allah — ‘azza wa jalla - speaking
—

wearing a woolen garment, a turban made of wool and sandals made of donkey skin that were not

clean.”
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567 — I read for my father — rahimahullah — that Ishaq ibn Sulayman narrated to us, from Abu
Al-Junayd, a Shaykh that was with us, from Ja’far ibn Abt Al-Mughirah, from Sa’id ibn
Jubayr that they said: “Verily the Tablets are made of ruby.” I don’t know if he said red or not.
And I say that Sa’1id ibn Jubayr says: “It was verily made of emerald and its writings is gold. And
Ar-Rahman — ‘azza wa jalla — wrote it with His Hand while the inhabitants of the heavens could

heard the creaking of the pen.”

(ZST:;I; z}s-j j:c:&\ ST é)}«}-i» J\.{é c;\.;- 95 r&:—/_/ > :J:C c;@\.;- L}/T &5\ ng": :}.:./c\./;*’; v cj;C :;\ Bas ‘L}/T g;fc i‘)f}{é’ - 570

g splinly b 3 A2 3 1 0 JB 2 e st o 8331 O35 o

570 — And I read for my father (that) Ibn Numayr narrated to us, from Isma‘il, that is Ibn
Abti Khalid, from Hakim ibn Jabir who said: "I was informed that Allah —"azza wa jalla — created
Adam with His Hand and He wrote the Tawrah with His Hand for Misa (alayhi as-salam).” My
father said: “And Muhammad ibn ‘Ubayd also narrated it to us with the same chain of narration

and meaning.”
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571 — My father narrated to me, from Yahya ibn Sa'id, from Ibn "Ajlan (who said): I heard
my father, from Abu Hurayrah, from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) who said:

"Verily Allah wrote upon Himself with His Hand when He created the creation: Verily My

mercy overcomes My anger.”
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572 — Hannad ibn As-Sirr1 Abu As-Sirri narrated to us, from Abu Al-Ahwas, from “Ata, from

Maysarah: regarding the words of Allah — "azza wa jalla — to Musa (alayhi as-salam): “And We
brought him near for conversation.” (Maryam 19:52) He said: “He was brought so close that
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he could hear the creaking of the pen in the tablets while Allah was writing the Tawrah with His
Hand.”
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573 — I read for my father (that) Ibrahim ibn Al-Hakam ibn Aban narrated to us and said:
My father narrated to me, from ‘Ikrimah who said: "Verily Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — did not touch
anything with His Hand except three things: He created Adam with His Hand, He planted the
paradise with His Hand and He wrote the Tawrah with His Hand.”
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576 — My father narrated to me, from Husayn ibn Muhammad, from Muhammad ibn
Mutarrif, from Zayd ibn Aslam: "That Allah — "azza wa jalla — when He wrote the Tawrah with
His Hand He said: "In the Name of Allah. This is the Book of Allah with His Hand to His slave Miisa.
(In order that) he praises Me and he extolls Me. And no-one should swear in My name while sinning.

Because verily I do not purify the one who swears in My Name while he is sinning.””
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580 — Abu Al-Hasan ibn Al-’Attar Muhammad ibn Muhammad narrated to me and said: I
heard Abui Ja’far Al-Ansari say: I heard Muhammad ibn ‘Ubayd — and he was the best of
people — say: “I saw Muhammad ibn Nasr in a dream, so I said: ‘O Abu ‘Abdullah what did your
Lord — ‘azza wa jalla — do to you?’ He said: ‘I became angry for His sake (in dunya) so He allowed

17

for me to look at His Face ‘azza wa jalla.
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581 — "Ubayd-Allah ibn "Umar Al-Qawariri narrated to me, from Ibn Mahdi, from Qurrah
who said: I heard Al-Hasan recite: “It (i.e. Musa’s hand) will come out white, without any

harm.” (Taha 20:22) He said: “Allah made it come out white without any harm so Miisa knew, by
Allah, that he had met his Lord.”

10
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583 — Muhammad ibn Ishaq As-Saghani narrated to me, from Hawdhah ibn Khalifah, from
"Awf, from Wardan ibn Khalid who said: “Allah created Adam with His Hand, and He created
Jibril with His Hand, and He created His Throne with His Hand, and He created the pen with His
Hand, and He wrote the Tawrah with His Hand and He wrote the Book which is with Him and no-
one looks at it except Him with His Hand.”

11
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Commentary

As for the quotes where the scholars declare takfir upon the one who rejects the Attributes
of Allah or rejects them after the Quran and Sunnah is available to him, then it is important
to distinguish between the Attributes which are known from fitrah and those that can only
be known through the texts of the Quran and Sunnah.

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari — rahimahullih — said:
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“No-one deserves that it should be said about him: ‘Verily he knows Allah with the knowledge which
if he joins it with the acknowledgement and the deeds then he is deserving of the name of iman’, or
that it should be said to him: ‘He is a believer’, except if he knows that Allah is his Lord, the Creator
of everything and the Disposer of his affairs, and that He is alone in all of this without a partner nor
an assistant. And that He is As-Samad (The Self-sufficient Who needs no-one while everything needs
Him) whom nothing is equal with. He is the All-Knowing who encompasses everything with His
Knowledge, the One who is Capable of everything and is not incapable of anything that He wants.
And He is the Speaker who speaks if He wishes. And that he (i.e. the slave) knows that He has
Knowledge which is not similar to the knowledge of the creation, Capability which is not similar to
the capability of His slaves, Words that are not similar to the words of anything besides Him, and
that He still now has Knowledge, Capability and Words.”

(Tabsir fi Ma’alim Ad-Din)

So whoever rejects some of the Attributes of Allah which is known from fitrah such as the
things mentioned in the above quote, or Al-Hayah (Life) or Al-"Uluw of Allah (i.e. that Allah
is above His creation and separated from them) then there is no excuse in these things, and
whoever reject some of these things then takfir is declared upon him before clarifying the
mistake for him. This is because the issue is known from fitrah and even those who do not
ascribe to Islam know that Allah has Life, Power, Capability, Words and that He is above
His creation etc. Ibn Taymiyyah — rahimahullah — mentions a useful conversation:
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“It was mentioned from the honorable Shaykh Abu Ja'far Al-Hamadhani that he attended the
gathering of Abii Al-Ma’ali Al-Juwayni while he was saying that Allah was (before) and there was
no Throne, and He is still in this state, or some words with that meaning. So he said: ‘O Shaykh, let
us leave mentioning the Throne. Inform us about that necessity which we find in our hearts, because
verily did no knower (of Allah) ever say: ‘O Allah’, except that he found a necessity in his heart for
searching for the ‘Uluw. He does not turn right nor does he turn left. So how do we repel this necessity
from our hearts?” He said: So Abii Al-Ma’ali shouted and slapped his head and said: *Al-Hamadhani

has confused me, Al-Hamadhani has confused me.””
(Al-Istigamah 1/167)

And so is it with all the Attributes of Allah which are known from fitrah. They are a necessity
which is rooted in the human being since he was created. So based upon this, takfir is
declared upon anyone who holds a belief that opposes this type of knowledge which is from
the fitrah we have been created upon. Such as believing that Allah is not in the “uluw, rather
He is everywhere or here on earth. Or believing that Allah is not capable of everything, is
not All-Mighty, is not All-Knowing, is not The Living Who does not die and other attributes
of kamal (perfection) that removes any fault, lack or weakness from Him the Almighty, such

as ignorance, death and incapability.

Then there are Attributes which are not known from fitrah, instead they are only known
through the Quran and the Sunnah. These Attributes are called Sifat khabariyyah, since they
can only be known through the khabar (text). Regarding these At-Tabari — rahimahullah —
said:
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"And Allah — the Exalted — has Names and Attributes which His Book has come with (i.e. informed
about) and His Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) informed his Ummah about it. There is no
capacity for anyone from the creation of Allah whom the hujjah has been established upon — that the
Quran was revealed it (i.e. this information) and the saying (i.e. hadith) of the Messenger of Allah
(sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam) which is narrated from him and includes the information (about a Name
or Attribute of Allah) is established as correct with him — to oppose this. But if he opposes this — after
the hujjah has been established upon him — from the aspect of the information which I explained is
not possible to be aware of the reality of its knowledge except through the senses — then the ignorant
is excused due to his ignorance. Because the knowledge regarding it cannot be achieved with the mind,

nor contemplation or considering.”
(Tabsir fi Ma’alim Ad-Din)

So if a Muslim should be ignorant or have a wrong tawil saigh (acceptable interpretation)
regarding any of these types of Attributes then the truth is first presented to him in the issue
with its evidences from the Quran and the Sunnah and the understanding of the salaf, and

then if he rejects and insists upon his misguidance then takfir is declared upon Him.

Examples of these Sifat khabariyyah are the Hand, the Shin, the Face, the Foot, the Laughing,
the Fingers, the Coming, the Descent and other things which can only be known through
the Quran and the ahadith from the Prophet (sall Allahu alayhi wa sallam).

But! If the issue of this latter mentioned type has become wide-spread and can be considered
trom al-masail adh-dhahirah (the well-known and clear issues), where everyone knows this in
the place where the person is living, and he then rejects it, then he is considered kafir before
the evidences are presented to him. Just like if a person today living in these societies where
Islam is known would say: “There is no salah in Islam” or ‘Fornication is allowed’, then we
declare takfir upon him directly without presenting the evidences for him.? This is because
even though these issues are issues which are only known through revelation, then they
today have become well-known and so clear in our societies that no-one with right can claim

ignorance about them.

Ibn Taymiyyah — rahimahullah — said:

3 In al-masail adh-dhahirah (the well-known and clear issues) which can only be known through the texts, two
types of people are except from being declared takfir upon without establishing the hujjah: (1) The one who is
new in Islam, and (2) the one who grew up in a place far away from knowledge.
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“And this is if it (i.e. their mistake) is in the hidden issues, then it’s possible to say that in this he is
mistaken and misguided, while the argqument which the one who leaves it becomes a disbeliever
thereby, has not been established on him. But this (i.e. the mistake) occurs from them in issues that
both the scholars and the common people from the Muslims know that the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was sent with this, and he declared takfir upon whoever contradicted
it. Such as his command of worshipping Allah alone who has no partners and his prohibition of
worshipping anyone besides Allah from among the angels, prophets and others, because this is from
the clearest rituals of Islam. Also responding to the five obligatory prayers and venerating this matter,
the prohibition of al-fawahish (immoral acts), riba (usury), khamr (intoxicants) and al-maysar
(gambling). Thereafter you find that many of their leaders have fallen into this, so by this they are

murtaddiin (apostates).”
(Majmu” Al-Fatawa 18/54-55)

So the Muwahhid with insight and deeper knowledge about the religion of Allah evaluates
every issue and every mistake and every person before he judges upon the situation. Is the
mistake from the issues where mistakes are excused and takfir will not be declared before
establishing the hujjah (argument) or not? Is the person making the mistake among those
who are excused in the relevant issue, where does he live, and is he expected to have
knowledge about the relevant issue? And do we ourselves even possess the sufficient
amount of knowledge in the relevant issue to even make a judgment regarding it with yagin?
If not it is better to remain quiet and seek knowledge. For everything the Muslim says is

either for him or against him and he will be held accountable for that.

The way of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and those who follow him is,
that they do not invite to anything except based upon certain knowledge and insight.
Everything besides this contains doubt or amounts of ignorance, and the Muslim should not

speak neither based upon doubt nor ignorance.

Allah — the Exalted — said:
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”Say (O Muhammad): 'This is my way; I invite to Allah upon sure knowledge, I and those
who follow me. And Glorified is Allah. And I am not of the mushrikin (those who associate
others with Him).” (Yusuf 12:108)

And He — the Exalted — said:
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”"And do not follow that of which you have no knowledge. Verily the hearing, the sight
and the heart, regarding all of these you will be questioned.” (Al-Isra 17:36)

Ibn Kathir — rahimahullah — said in his tafsir of this verse:
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”And Qatadah said: "Do not say you have seen when you have not seen, or that you heard when you
did not hear, or that you know when you do not know. Because verily Allah will ask you about all of
this.”

And included in what they mentioned is that Allah — the Exalted — prohibited saying something
without knowledge and instead (speaking) based upon assumption which is delusion and

assumption.”

(Tafsir Ibn Kathir)

Abu Hajar
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