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In the Name of Allah the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent

The misguided Jahmiyyah

Abii “‘Abdur-Rahman Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — radiAllahu ‘anhu wa ardahu — said

in his book ” As-Sunnah”:
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”All praise is due to Allah at the beginning of every speech and when remembering every
blessing. And may the peace of Allah be upon Muhammad the Prophet and his family. He
was asked about what the scholars said about the misguided Jahmiyyah and considering

them as disbelievers and praying behind them? Abdullah — rahimahullah — said:

1. I heard my father (i.e. Ahmad ibn Hanbal) — rahimahullah — say: “Whoever says: The Quran
is created, then for us he is a kafir. Because the Quran is from the Knowledge of Allah — the Mighty
and Majestic — and in it are the Names of Allah the Mighty and Majestic.”
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2. I heard my father — rahimahullah — say: “If a man says: The Knowledge (of Allah) is created,
then he is kafir. Because he claims that He did not have any knowledge until He created it.”
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3. I heard my father — rahimahullah — say: “Whoever says: The Quran is created, then for us he is
a kafir. Because the Quran is from the Knowledge of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic.” He — the
Mighty and Majestic — said:
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"Then whoever argues with you about it after that of the knowledge (i.e. the Quran)
which has come to you.” (Ali ‘Imran 3:61)
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And He — the Mighty and Majestic — said:
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“And never will the Jews or the Christians be satisfied with you until you follow their
religion. Say: ‘Verily, the guidance of Allah is the (only) guidance.” And if you were to
follow their desires after what has come to you of knowledge (i.e. the Quran), you would
have against Allah no protector or helper.” (Al-Baqarah 2:120)
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And He - the Mighty and Majestic — said:
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”And if you brought to those who were given the Scripture every sign, they would not
follow your giblah. Nor will you be a follower of their giblah. Nor would they be
followers of one another's giblah. So if you were to follow their desires after what has
come to you of knowledge (i.e. the Quran), indeed, you would then be among the
wrongdoers.” (Al-Baqarah 2:145)
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And He — the Mighty and Majestic — said:
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“Verily, His is the creation and the command. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all the
worlds” (Al-A'raf 7:54)
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My father said: "And the creation is something else than the command.
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And He — the Mighty and Majestic — said:
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“But whoever disbelieves in it from the (various) groups.” (Hud 11:17)
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My father — rahimahullah — said: “Sa’id ibn Jubayr said: And the groups are: all of the (other)
religions (than Islam). “Then the fire is their abode.” (Hud 11:17)”
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And He — the Mighty and Majestic — said:
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“And among the (opposing) groups are those who deny part of it (i.e. the Book). Say: ‘1
have verily been commanded to worship Allah and not associate (anything) with Him.
To Him I invite, and to Him is my return.” And thus We have revealed it as an Arabic
legislation. And if you should follow their desires after what has come to you of
knowledge, you would not have against Allah any ally or any protector.”
(Ar-Ra’d 13:36-37)

1 Allah creates the creation by commanding it to be, such as in His — the Exalted — words:
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“Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it: ‘Be!’, and it is.” (Ya-Sin 36:82)
The word “Be!” is His command. According to the Jahmiyyah, then this word is created, which necessitates

that another command had been given for that to be created, and another command for that, and so on forever.
That cannot be correct, and this proves that the creation and the command are to different things.
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4. I heard my father — rahimahullah — say: “Whoever has this opinion then Al-Jumu’ah is not

prayed behind him nor other (prayers). Except that we do not leave coming to the prayer. So if a man

prays, then he repeats his prayer. This means: (prays) behind the one who says: The Quran is created.”
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5. I asked my father — rahimahullah — about the prayer behind the people of bid’ah. He said:
“One do not pray behind them, such as the Jahmiyyah and the Mu'tazilah?.”
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6. heard my father — rahimahullah — say: “If the judge is a jahmi, then do not testify with him (i.e.

in his court).”
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7. Al-Hasan ibn 'Isa, the mawla of Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak, narrated to me that Hammad
ibn Qirat narrated to us and said: I heard Ibrahim ibn Tahman say: “The Jahmiyyah are kuffar
and the Qadariyyah’ are kuffar.”
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8. Muhammad ibn Salih Al-Basri, the mawla of bani Hashim, narrated to me that Abdul-

Malik ibn Qarib Al-Asma’l narrated to us that Al-Mu’tamir bin Sulayman At-Taymi

narrated to us from his father who said: “There is not a people who are more invalidating of Islam

2 Al-Mu'tazilah is a misguided sect that ascribes to Islam. Among their belief are: that the one who commits a
major sin not is a believer nor as disbeliever, rather he is a place between these two states. They reject the
Attributes of Allah just like the Jahmiyyah. They believe that the slave is independent in his deeds from the
Will and Decree of Allah, opposite of the Jahmiyyah Jabariyyah. Due to this they were called Al-Qadariyyah.
They believe that the Muslim who commits a major sin will stay in hell-fire eternally, opposite of the
Jahmiyyah who say that the Muslim who commits a major sin never will enter into hell-fire. Due to this the
Mu'tazilah was also called Al-Wa’idiyyah.

3 Al-Qadariyyah is a sect that belief in the opposite of Al-Jabariyyah regarding the deeds of the slave. They
believe that the slave creates their own deeds independent of Allah — the Exalted — and his Qadr.
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than the Jahmiyyah and the Qadariyyah. Regarding the Jahmiyyah then they fought with Allah the
Exalted, and regarding the Qadariyyah then they said (evil things) about Allah the Mighty and
Majestic.”
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9. Ahmad ibn Ibrahim Ad-Dawradi narrated to me (and said:) Zuhayr ibn Nu’aym As-

Sijistan1 Al-Babi — trustworthy — narrated to me: I heard Salam ibn Abi Muti’ say: “The
Jahmiyyah are kuffar and one does not pray behind them.”

Commentary:

Why did the scholars declare takfir upon the Jahmiyyah, and why were the Jahmiyyah

regarded as those worst in kufr among all the misguided sects?
Wak1' ibn Al-Jarrah — rahimahullah — said:
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“The Quran is the Words of Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — which [ibril brought to Muhammad
—may peace be upon both of them. Every follower of hawa (lust and desires) knows Allah — the Mighty
and Majestic — and knows who he is worshipping, except the Jahmiyyah. They don’t know who they

are worshipping.”
(As-Sunnah by Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal)
And "Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak — rahimahullah — said:
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"We can narrate the words of the Jews and the Christians, but we cannot narrate the words of the
Jahmiyyah.”
(Khalq Af’al Al-"Ibad by Al-Bukhart)

So what is that the Jahmiyyah have said and believe in, in order to deserve this takfir and

these criticizing words? And who are the Jahmiyyah to begin with?
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The Jahmiyyah is a misguided sect that ascribes to Islam. They were the followers of Jahm
Ibn Safwan — thus the name Jahmiyyah — who took the ta’til (invalidation) from Al-Ja’d ibn
Dirham. Among their beliefs is that they invalidate and reject the Names and Attributes of
Allah - the Mighty and Majestic — while claiming that these necessitate tashbih (comparing)
the Creator with the creation. Due to this ta’til of the apparent meaning they were also called
Al-Mu’attilah.

And their madhhab regarding the deeds of the slaves is that they are forced to do the good
and bad that they do, without having any capability or choice, and due to this they were
called Al-Jabariyyah.

They were also those who said that the Quran is created. This statement is the topic of this
article. The salaf would consider this statement as being kufr due to several reasons. Among

these reasons are:

1. That saying the Quran is created means to negate the attribute of speaking for Allah the
Mighty and Majestic, while Allah — the Exalted — said:
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“And Allah spoke to Musa directly.” (An-Nisa 4:164)

Furthermore the reality of the revelation is that Allah speaks.

They did not only say that the Quran is created, rather they entirely negated that Allah
speaks, and they said that claiming this is tashbih and kufr, due to comparing the Creator

with the creation in the attribute of speaking.

So they negated the reality of the prophet-hood which is Words from Allah, delivered
through an angel to someone from His creation who then conveys it to His slaves. And by
doing this they committed kufr because they negated and rejected something clear — which
is Allah speaking.

So when asked: ‘If you say that Allah does not speak, then what is this Quran?’ Then they would

answer: ‘It is a creation among His creations.’

But this is not the meaning of speaking in the Arabic language. Rather speaking is an
attribute which is attributed to the one who performs it. And therefore the evidence given
by Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — when he mentioned the verse of Allah:
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“Verily, His is the creation and the command. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all the
worlds” (Al-A’raf 7:54)
Here Allah made a difference between the creation and the command. But the Jahmiyyah
said that they are one and the same thing.
This wicked belief lead them to saying —among many other things — that the saying of Allah
which is mentioned in the verse:
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”So when he (i.e. Musa) reached it (i.e. the fire), he was called from the right side of the
valley, in the blessed place from the tree: ‘O Musa, verily I am Allah, the Lord of all the
worlds.”” (Al-Qasas 28:30)

Or in the verse:
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“Verily, I am Allah. La ilaha illa Ana (none has the right to be worshipped but ), so worship
Me, and perform the prayer for My Remembrance.” (Ta-Ha 20:14)

Then this was not Allah speaking, rather it was the tree speaking.

Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal — rahimahullah — said:
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“Abu ‘Amr Muhammad ibn "Abdul-"Aziz ibn Abii Rizmah narrated to me and said: “I heard Abii
Al-Wazir Muhammad ibn A’yan say: ‘Whoever says regarding this verse: “Verily, I am Allah. La
ilaha illa Ana, so worship Me.” (Ta-Ha 20:14), that it is created then he is kafir.” So I went to
Abdullah ibn Al-Mubarak and informed him (about this). He said: "Abit Muhammad has spoken the
truth, may Allah protect him. Allah — the Mighty and Majestic — would not command that we should

worship something created.””
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Ibn Taymiyyah — rahimahullah — said regarding the harsh words of the salaf when
mentioning the Jahmiyyah:
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“So the meaning of the words of these salaf — may Allah be pleased with them — is that whoever says:
‘Verily the Words of Allah are created; He created them in the tree or in something else’ — just as this
jahmi mu’tazili which the question was about said — then the reality of his saying is: Verily the tree
is the one who said to Musa: “Verily, I am Allah. La ilaha illa Ana, so worship Me.” And
whoever says: This (statement) is created, he has said this (i.e. that the tree said it). So this created
(statement) with him is like Fir'awn who said: “I am your lord the most high.” They are both
created and they both said this. So if the saying of Fir’awn is kufr, then the saying of these (Jahmiyyah)
is also kufr.”

(Majmu” Al-Fatawa v. 12, p. 509)

2. The second reason that stating that the Quran is created is kufr, is that Allah has made the

Quran His knowledge. The evidence for this are many verses, among which is the verse:
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"Then whoever argues with you about it after that of the knowledge (i.e. the Quran)
which has come to you.” (Ali ‘Imran 3:61)
And many similar verses which was mentioned in the beginning of this article.

So if someone says that the knowledge of Allah is created then the reality of their statement

is that Allah was ignorant until He created the knowledge, and this is clear cut kufr.

3. The third reason is, that the Jahmiyyah with this statement allowed worshipping
something else than Allah, and they themselves are mushrikiin (worshippers of something

else than Allah). And shirk entered upon them from several angles. Among these are:

That the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) used to seek refuge with the complete Words
of Allah from the evil which He has created.
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Khawlah bint Hakim As-Sulamiyyah — radiAllahu ‘anha — said:
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“I heard the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) say: “Whoever arrives at a

place and then says: I seek refuge with the complete Words of Allah from the evil which He

has created’, then nothing will harm him until he leaves that place.”
(Sahth Muslim)

So when the Words of Allah - according to the Jahmiyyah — are created, then this
necessitates that it is allowed seeking refuge with something created. And seeking refuge

with something created in something which it is not capable of is shirk akbar.

Shirk also entered upon them from the angle of them saying that the Words of Allah and

His Names and Attributes are created, while Allah says:
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“And Allah has the most beautiful names so invoke Him by them. And leave those who
reject His Names. They will be recompensed for what they used to do.” (Al-A’raf 7:180)

So when they claimed that the names of Allah are created, then the reality of their claim was

that it is allowed to invoke something created.

So whoever claims that the names of Allah are created, then he has claimed that Allah has

allowed for us to worship something created, and this negates the meaning of La ilaha illa
Allah.

Muhammad ibn Isma’il Al-Bukhari — rahimahullah — narrated:
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"Muhammad ibn Abdullah Abi Ja’far Al-Baghdadi narrated to us and said: I heard Abii Zakariyya
Yahya ibn Yusuf Az-Zimmi who said: "We were with *Abdullah ibn Idris when a man came to him
and said: ‘O Abii Muhammad, what do you say about a people who says: The Quran is created?” So
he said: ‘Are they from the Jews?” He answered: ‘No’. He asked: “Then from the Christians?” He
answered: ‘No’. He asked: “Then from the Majiis?” He answered: ‘No’. So he asked: ‘From who then?’
He answered: ‘From the people of Tawhid.” He said: “These people are not from the people of Tawhid.
These people are zanadiqah (disbelievers, heretics). Whoever claims that the Quran is created, then
he has claimed that Allah is created. Allah says: In the Name of Allah Ar-Rahman (the Most
Merciful) Ar-Rahim (the Most Beneficent) (Al-Fatiha 1:1). So Allah is not created, and Ar-
Rahman is not created, and Ar-Rahim is not created. This is the foundation of the zanadigah. Whoever
says this then the curse of Allah is upon him. Do not sit with them and do not marry from them or to

them.””

(Khalg Af’al Al-Ibad by Al-Bukhari, and "Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal has a similar

version in As-Sunnah)

Based on all of this then the one who claims the Quran is created is like one who has claimed
that Allah is created. And the one who says that the Quran is not created, is like the one who
says La ilaha illa Allah.

May the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and

companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement.

Abu Hajar
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