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International Association of Agricultural Museums – Internationale Vereinigung der Agrarmuseen

ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES MUSEES D’AGRICULTURE

Organisation affiliée à l’ICOM

The AIMA was founded in 1966 by European archaeologists, ethnologists, historians and museum specialists, subsequently joined by active members from North America and Japan and today has expanded its membership worldwide. It holds regular congresses and publishes the proceedings and encourages the formation of thematic working groups, as well as providing an important network of communication among colleagues and the interested public through its bulletins and website. For further information about the advantages of joining the AIMA, please contact the Secretary (Kerry-Leigh Burchill: kburchill@techno-science.ca ) or  consult the AIMA website at  http://Agriculturalmuseums.org
This survey targets only the live animals exhibited and /or working in museums dedicated mainly to agriculture or rural life, or national parks. We wish to set up an "Observatory" of the different situations, including successes and difficulties encountered, to gather the most important facts for examination by a special study group in which you may participate by filling out the questionnaire or more actively, by becoming a member. A synthesis of their work will be made to help find solutions to any problems raised and this will also enable us to exchange experiences effectively. 

A  Live Animal is not a usual museum object and means LIFE (just as do collections of living plants and trees, etc.). Animal welfare is a very real issue worldwide and animals in museums must be considered as helpers of human beings in their efforts to conserve and demonstrate the value of many forms of cultural heritage.

Please note: This survey does not include all the usual livestock  farm management  rules or practices except the particularities or adaptations due to public operations in a museum context. 

Important: Please respond to both the short and in-depth inquiries, if possible. If not, respond to the short questionnaire and Annex.
Short Inquiry

Inventory of animals and use 

Please name and give numbers of live animals presently kept in your museum ( or use directly the Guide List in Annex)  


Species


Breeds


Number of males ____ / females ____

Are animals simply kept to add life to the landscape and attract visitors? 

Are the animals used for public demonstrations? 

Are the animals used for farm work or farm production? 

Main uses and activities of the animals in the museum or park: (milk, meat, farm work such as ploughing, logging, farm transportation, milling, fruit pressing demonstrations, visitor transportation, cleaning, watering, refuse collection, etc.): Please circle pertinent categories and add others:

Animals have been kept on-site since which year (approximately)? 

Areas dedicated to animals: outside and inside? During summer and winter seasons? Please circle. 

How are animals integrated into the museography of your museum? Please describe:

In-Depth Inquiry 
Management of animals

Staff dedicated to animals: How many are involved? Are they specifically designated for the job? Or dedicated only part-time, %? 

The presence of live animals is a way of having farmers, retired farmers or students involved in museums – as workers or as volunteers – to explain their job; to explain the origin of farm products and food to consumers. Do you have such experience?   

***

Animals in museums and relations with local agriculture: Can you describe your present relations with professionals in the farming and livestock-breeding sector: 

Are your animals connected with networks outside the museum? (Breeds associations, Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals or similar), breeds and genetic conservation programmes, other? 

***

Are the animals owned by the museum or under a specific loan contract or agreement with a farmer or association?  

Do you buy animals from farms? from other museums? Do you make any exchange of animals or exchanges of bloodlines with other museums or other parties? 

How long are animals kept and how frequently are they replaced? In the case of wildlife, do you do regular culling, sales, or allow hunting? 

In the European Union, for example, live animals must be managed and bred under strict EU regulations concerning health, animal behaviour and welfare. Due to public contacts and animals displays, are you requested to follow additional sanitary or animal welfare rules compared to the usual local farming regulations concerning animals? Please be specific.

Training for museum personnel or volunteers

Does your personnel handling animals receive specific training? Is a diploma or other professional qualification required to handle animals in contact with the public?  

How are stock attendants or guides trained to inform visitors about livestock, the animals exhibited and their use? 

Some museums organize training sessions with animals for museum visitors or outside professionals (examples:  ox- or horse-driving, honey-making, traditional meat processing, other). Does your museum organize training sessions or demonstrations of professional activities with animals?  Please describe.

Animals  and visitors

Animals are useful for display during events in the museum or outside for local museum events, fairs, animal competitions, judgings, village parades. Do you use this opportunity? to promote the museum? to attract visitors? 

Fencing and visitor contact: How do you organize the exhibition of animals? Are visitors allowed to touch the animals? Do you have any special system of enclosures or separation between the animals and the public? Any dedicated spaces for animals to move about in complete freedom? 
Examples of innovative new concepts to display and use animals (inside and/or outside): 
Feeding: do you instruct visitors not to feed animals? Or sell specific food for animals? 

Animals are a good “showcase” for museums, but must be given outstanding care in order to counter any and all criticism. Visitors are often critical about animal management in museums and cleanliness. Do you have examples of this? 

Do you believe that the presence (and possible use) of animals has helped develop your museum visitor numbers?

How do you inform visitors about the risks and responsibilities involved in contact with farm animals? Do you use signs (please provide examples) or any other forms of protection?
Are the animals specifically insured to be in contact with the public?  . 

Educational programmes and communication 

Animals are useful in museums’ and parks’ educational programmes: what is a farm animal for children today? and animals can remind seniors and  adults of their own past rural life or of the main former uses of animals. How do you communicate information on these questions? 

Animals can be important as a theme for schoolchildren and students’ visits, even for university researchers, artists and other professionals. Is this useful for your museum and a part of its programme, or something you would like to develop in the future?  

Communication programmes: how do you provide information about your animals? Do you organize explanations and guided tours on animal topics? lectures? Do you encourage farmers’ or breeders’ meetings on-site? 

Many agricultural museums deal with the notion of "Animal + Landscape or region + know how + animal products or by-products" and need animals to complete their educational demonstrations on the use of tools and techniques. Do you agree? Is this part of your own programme? 
Do you provide visitors with any statistics on the productivity and performances of your animals? If so, how do you do this?
Economics of animal-keeping

Small herds or flocks are not always profitable, but they are useful and/or attractive, as they bring life to a museum. Are the animals in your museum economically profitable or are they a drain on your finances? Please give examples, where possible.
Are your animals useful in the day-to-day economy of the museum? for  demonstrations, work of draft animals for farm tasks and visitor transportation; for the sale of products (e.g. milk, cheese or dairy products, wool and handicrafts, fresh eggs, Easter egg painting workshops, meat for museum restaurant or food shops; herding farm and guard dogs, other). Please describe. 

Who processes the animal products before sale by the museum or other actors: is this done at the museum? or outside (slaughterhouse, registered  and controlled process unit)? 
Does selling its own production provide a good financial return for the museum or only a good (or negative) image for the museum? 

Do you find the presence of animals useful in helping the sale of animal products in the museum shop?  

Landscape, cultural and regional heritage

Animals in the landscape surrounding museums or in parks: Animals usually attract visitors and enliven landscapes; animals are useful in some difficult agronomic conditions, such as non-arable terrain (slopes, small fields, etc., under trees, in woods). How do you manage these issues? 

Do you combine landscape and local breeds in exhibitions?

Many museums, parks or associations raise animals in conservation programmes to help and participate in maintaining local breeds and to provide an image of biodiversity, compared with regular intensive commercial farming, but they still maintain the animals in economically viable conditions and sell animal products directly or indirectly (when processed elsewhere). Local breeds are an important part of regional heritage. Do you have any of those animals? How do you explain and communicate about these operations to visitors? 

Success and difficulties

Please explain your successes or difficulties encountered with live animals due to public operations or museum management. What? Why? How do you manage the successes, the difficulties? 

Have you specific issues to raise? and are you looking for solutions through this survey? 

Expansion and limits of the survey 

Please help us to extend this survey. It could develop into a highly useful tool for museum professionals and others and we invite all suggestions for how to pursue the subject. 

Do you know other museums in your country utilizing live animals and potentially interested in this survey? Please give us their names and exact addresses or contact information, so we can list them and include them in this survey.  
Other museums to contact , please give exact and full references :

___

___

Your complete contact information:

First Name                         



Surname
Position Title:
Museum Name:
Address:
Your E-mail: 

Your museum web site: 

Name of person(s) in charge of animals in your museum:
We thank you for taking the time to fill out this form. Please send it better to pierre.delporto@gmail.com 
or if not possible, on paper  to : 

Pierre Del Porto 
AIMA

15 rue de la Convention 
75015 PARIS .France
Answers ASPA  please.

Form prepared by Pierre Del Porto (pierre.delporto@gmail.com) and Cozette Griffin- Kremer (griffin.kremer@wanadoo.fr) AFMA France – 10 September 2012)
Example: the case of France for animals in museums of agriculture 

From the national survey done by AFMA (Federation of agricultural and rural heritage museums) in 2005-2007 on 1947 museums of agriculture in France, we learned that:

137 MUSEUMS OF AGRICULTURE have live animals exhibited; and from one to six different species raised in each one. 
Many other museums have sections dedicated to animals, but without live animals presented on-site. 
DETAILED STATISTICAL SURVEY AIMA
If you wish to benefit to the maximum and share your statistics with other study group members, we encourage you to fill out the Annex with exact numbers, indication of the sex of animals and age (youngest and oldest animals).
ANNEX

Please find enclosed a list of common animals exhibited in museums of agriculture that we already know, to facilitate answering this survey.  Please help us to extend this list! 

Farm Animal Guide List (and Detailed Numerical Account, if desired)
Museum Name:
Number ____ /  Sex: M____ F____  / Age: youngest = __; oldest = __
Dairy cattle  

Beef cattle 

Sheep (meat, wool, milked ewes)

Goats

Pigs 

Draft horses 

Riding horses

Donkeys, mules

Poultry (eggs, meat chickens, pigeons, geese )

Dogs (sheep or herd dogs, flock guard dogs)

River or pond fish

Bees

Silkworms

Wildlife or park animals 

Number ____ /  Sex: M____ F____  / Age: youngest = __; oldest = __
Deer

Pheasants

Wild boar 

Peacocks

Decorative poultry, lawn poultry
THANKS FOR YOUR ANSWER
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