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T-800 ASSEMBLY

STAGE 31: FIT LEFT SHOULDER
ACCESSORIES AND ADD JOINT
FOR THE RIGHT SHOULDER
In this stage, you’ll add the left shoulder blade, along
with other shoulder accessories, and assemble part of
the right shoulder joint.

31-1

31-3

31-6

31-7

31-5
31-2

31-4

LIST OF PIECES
31-1

Left shoulder blade

31-5

Left shoulder accessory

YOU WILL ALSO NEED

31-2

Left shoulder blade fixing shaft

31-6

Right shoulder joint

31-3

Left shoulder blade fixing cap

31-7

Right shoulder insert

Superglue and a cocktail stick or
toothpick with which to apply it.

31-4

Plastic liner

Left shoulder assembly from stage 30
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31-4
31-4

FROM Stage 30

STEP 1

STEP 2

Take the left shoulder assembly from stage 30. Fit the plastic liner 31-4
into the socket on the side of the shoulder assembly.

Push the liner 31-4 into the socket so that it is flush with both ends of the
socket.

31-1

STEP 3

STEP 4

Take the left shoulder blade 31-1 and fit it over the socket on the side
of the shoulder assembly.

Check that you have the shoulder blade the right way up. Note that the
top of the shoulder blade is close to one of the raised details on the
shoulder assembly (circled).
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31-2
31-1

31-2

STEP 5

STEP 6

Take the left shoulder blade fixing shaft 31-2 and slip it into the
shoulder blade joint.

Ensure that the fixing shaft 31-2 fits into the socket in the left shoulder
blade 31-1.

31-5

31-3

STEP 7

STEP 8

Fit the left shoulder blade fixing cap 31-3 into the bottom of the
shoulder blade joint. This is a push-fit connection.

After test-fitting, apply a little superglue to the recess on the shoulder
accessory 31-5.
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31-5

31-6

31-7

STEP 9

STEP 10

Fit the accessory 31-5 into the socket in the head of the shoulder
assembly.

After test-fitting, apply a little superglue to the four raised areas on the
back of part 31-7.

31-6

31-7

STEP 11

STAGE COMPLETE

Fit part 31-7 into part 31-6.

The left shoulder blade has been fitted to the left shoulder, along with
a small accessory. The right shoulder joint assembly will be fitted in a
future stage.
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STAGE 32:
COMPLETE A HINGE
JOINT ON THE RIGHT
SHOULDER
Fit the new parts to the right arm and shoulder assembly
to create a shoulder hinge joint.

32-1
32-3

32-4
32-5
32-2

LIST OF PIECES

32-6

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
A cross head screwdriver.

32-1

Right shoulder end piece

32-2

Right shoulder joint shaft

32-3

Right shoulder joint cap

Superglue and a cocktail stick or
toothpick with which to apply it.

32-4

Two Allen screws PM 3 x 10mm (1 spare)

Shoulder joint assembly from stage 31

32-5

Right shoulder end piece insert

Right arm assembly from stage 26

32-6

Three PM 3 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

Right shoulder assembly from stage 28

Allen key supplied earlier (Stage 26).
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32-1

32-5

32-5

32-1

STEP 1

STEP 2

Take shoulder joint insert 32-5 and apply a little superglue to the four
raised studs.

Fit part 32-5 into shoulder end piece 32-1.

FROM Stage 28

32-1

STEP 3

STEP 4

Take the right shoulder assembly from stage 28 and identify the fixing
points (circled) for the shoulder end piece.

Fix the shoulder end piece 32-1 into the end of the shoulder assembly
using two PM 3 x 6 mm screws.
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32-2
31-6

32-3

FROM Stage 31

STEP 5

STEP 6

Take the shoulder joint assembly from stage 31 and the right shoulder
joint cap 32-3. Note that the inner rims have flattened edges (arrows).

Fit the cap 32-3 into the shoulder joint assembly (31-6).

FROM Stage 26

31-6

32-3

STEP 7

STEP 8

Take the right arm assembly from stage 26. Check that you have it in the
correct orientation.

Fit the shoulder joint assembly (31-6/32-3) from step 6 into the socket
in the top of the arm.
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32-2

STEP 9

STEP 10

Fit the head of the shoulder assembly from step 4 in between the two
parts of the hinge joint on the top of the arm, as shown.

Fit the right shoulder joint shaft 32-2 through the right shoulder hinge
joint.

32-3

STEP 11

STAGE COMPLETE

Fit an Allen screw (PM 3x10mm) through the shoulder joint cap 32-3 and
into the end of the shaft 32-2. Use the Allen key supplied with stage 26
to tighten the screw.

The right shoulder assembly has been fitted to the top of the right arm,
forming a hinge joint.
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STAGE 33:
LEFT
SHOULDER
DETAILS
The end of the left shoulder is fitted, together with a
shoulder accessory.

33-1

33-3

33-4
33-2

33-5

33-6

LIST OF PIECES
33-1

Thoracic vertebra end piece

33-2

Left shoulder end piece

YOU WILL ALSO NEED

33-3

Left shoulder accessory

A cross head screwdriver.

33-4

Left shoulder accessory cap

33-5

Left shoulder insert

Superglue and a cocktail stick or
toothpick with which to apply it.

33-6

Three PM 3 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

Left shoulder assembly from stage 31
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33-3
33-4

33-3
33-4

STEP 1

STEP 2

Cut the shoulder accessory parts 33-3 and 33-4 from the frame. Use a
fine file to remove any rough edges.

Apply a little superglue to the recesses in the cap 33-4.

FROM Stage 31
33-3

33-4

STEP 3

STEP 4

Fit the cap 33-4 into the end of the shoulder accessory 33-3.

After test-fitting to check the orientation (see step 5) apply a little
superglue to the flange on the side of the left shoulder assembly from
stage 31.
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33-3

33-4
33-2
33-5

STEP 5

STEP 6

Fit the assembled shoulder accessory 33-3/33-4 from step 3 over the
flange on the shoulder assembly.

Apply a little superglue to the four studs on the shoulder insert 33-5.

33-5

33-2

STEP 7

STEP 8

Fit the shoulder insert 33-5 into the recess in the shoulder end piece
33-2.

Identify the fixing points in the end of the left shoulder assembly
(circled).
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PM 3x6mm

33-2

STEP 9
PM 3x6mm

Fit the shoulder end part 33-2 into the end of
the shoulder assembly and fix in place with two
PM 3 x 6 mm screws.

STAGE COMPLETE!
An end piece and an accessory have been
fitted to the left shoulder. Part 33-1 will be
used in the next stage.
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STAGE 34:
THE FIRST
VERTEBRA
Two parts are bolted to the frame of the first vertebra

34-1

34-2
34-4
(2x6mm)

34-3
34-5
(2x8mm)

LIST OF PIECES
34-1

Thoracic vertebra frame

34-2

Thoracic vertebra part

34-3

Five M2 nuts (1 spare)

34-4

Three PM 2 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

34-5

Three PM 2 x 8mm screws (1 spare)

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
A cross head screwdriver.
Thoracic vertebra end piece from
stage 33
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34-3

34-3

34-1

STEP 1
Fit two M2 nuts (34-3) into the recesses on
either side of the narrow end of the thoracic
vertebra frame 34-1. Ensure that the nuts are
sitting completely flat within the recesses.

33-1

34-1

STEP 2
Take part 33-1, supplied with the previous
stage, and fit its opening onto the large
socket on the end of the frame 34-1. Ensure
that the screw sockets on part 33-1 (circled)
sit beneath the recesses in part 34-1 with
the M2 nuts.
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33-1

PM 2x8mm

34-1

STEP 3
Turn the assembly over, taking care that the M2
nuts (34-3) stay in place. Fix part 33-1 in place
with two PM 2 x 8mm screws (33-5).

PM 2x8mm

34-1

34-3

STEP 4
Fit two M2 nuts (34-3) into the recesses at the
bottom of the thoracic vertebra frame 34-1.
Note that in this photo, the recesses are on the
right. Ensure that the nuts are sitting completely
flat within the recesses.
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34-1

34-2

STEP 5
Fit the large socket on the thoracic vertebra
frame 34-1 into the opening in the thoracic
vertebra part 34-2.

PM 2x6mm

34-1

STEP 6
34-2

Turn the assembly over, taking care that the
M2 nuts (34-3) stay in place. Fix part 34-2 in
place with two PM 2 x 6mm screws (34-4).
The arrow indicates the position of the second
screw.

STAGE COMPLETE!
Two parts have been attached to the thoracic
vertebra frame.
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STAGE 35: WORKING
ON THE THORACIC
VERTEBRA
Assemble the support frame for the thoracic
vertebrae that will support the head and connect
the shoulder joints.

35-1
35-2

35-3

35-5

35-4

35-6

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
LIST OF PIECES

A cross-head screwdriver.

35-1

Thoracic vertebra part

35-4

Cap (left)

Tweezers (optional).

35-2

Thoracic vertebra frame

35-5

Three M2 nuts (1 spare)

35-3

Cap (right)

35-6

Three PM 2 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

The first vertebra assembly from
stage 34.
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FROM Stage 34

35-5

34-1

STEP 1
Take the vertebra frame assembly from stage
34 and two M2 nuts 35-5. Fit one nut into each
of the shaped sockets in the vertebra frame
34-1 as shown.
35-5

Ensure that the nuts are sitting flat in the
sockets (inset). You may find it easier to
position them using fine tweezers.

35-1

34-1

STEP 2
Fit the opening in the thoracic vertebra part
35-1 around the large cylinder on the other
side of the thoracic vertebra frame 34-1.
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35-1

34-1

STEP 3
Holding the two M2 nuts in place, turn the
assembly over so that you can fix part 35-1
in place with two PM 2 x 6mm screws (circled
in inset – the screws are held in place by the
M2 nuts).

R
34-2

35-4 (L)

35-3 (R)

STEP 4
Take the two caps 35-3 and 35-4 and identify the left and right ones
(indicated by the letters L and R inside).

35-3

STEP 5
Fit the rim of the right cap 35-3 into the socket in part 34-2 (labelled R,
as indicated). Note there is a recessed section in the rim of the cap that
fits over the raised parts in the socket in part 34-2 (circled).
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L
35-1

35-4

STEP 6

STEP 7

Fit the rim of the left cap 35-4 into the socket in part 35-1 (labelled L,
as indicated). Again, the recessed part of the rim fits over the raised
parts in the socket in part 35-1.

Check that both caps are in place, level with the edges of the sockets.
You may want to hold them in place temporarily with some low-tac
tape.

35-2

STAGE COMPLETE!
The thoracic vertebra parts have been fitted to the first frame. The
second frame, 35-2, will be used in a future stage. Store the parts
carefully.
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STAGE 36:
BUILDING THE
NEXT THORACIC
VERTEBRA
Connect a thoracic vertebra joint to the support frame
you assembled in the last stage.

36-2

36-1

36-3

36-6

36-4

36-5

LIST OF PIECES
36-1

Thoracic vertebra part

36-2

Thoracic vertebra part

36-3

Cap (x2)

36-4

Five M2 nuts (1 spare)

36-5

Three PM 2 x 8mm screws (1 spare)

36-6

Three PM 2 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
A cross-head screwdriver.
Tweezers (optional).
Part 35-2 (supplied with stage 35).
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35-2

36-4 (M2)

STEP 1
Fit two M2 nuts into the hexagonal recesses
in the top of the thoracic vertebra frame
35-2, supplied with the previous stage. Ensure
the nuts are sitting flat in the recesses. You
may find this easier if you use a pair of fine
tweezers.

35-2

36-1
36-1

35-2

STEP 2

STEP 3

Take the thoracic vertebra part 36-1 and fit the top of the frame 35-2
into the recesses in part 36-1 as shown.

Holding the M2 nut in place, carefully turn the assembly over so that
you can fix part 36-1 in place with two PM 2 x 8mm screws. The M2
nuts hold the screws in place.
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36-2

STEP 4
Take thoracic vertebra part 36-2 and fit one
of the caps 36-3 so that the rim of the cap fits
into the recess in part 36-2.
36-3

The inset shows the cap fitted in place, so that
the flat surface of the cap is level with the
raised edge of the recess in part 36-2.

35-2
35-2
36-2

36-4 (M2)

STEP 5

STEP 6

Fit an M2 nut into the two hexagonal recesses (circled) in part 35-2.
Ensure that the nuts sit flat in the recesses.

Fit the ‘arm’ of part 36-2 under the edge of part 35-2. The outer
holes in the arm align with the screw holes where the nuts are. Metal
pegs on the other side of part 35-2 fit through the two central holes
in the arm. See step 7 for further information.
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35-2

36-2
36-2

STEP 7
Carefully turn the assembly over, holding the
nuts in place. Fix part 36-2 in place with two
PB 2 x 6mm screws (circled). The screws are
held in place by the M2 nuts.

STAGE COMPLETE!
Thoracic vertebra parts have been fitted
to the second frame. The second cap, 36-3,
will be used in a future stage. Store the parts
carefully.
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STAGE 37:
COMPONENTS FOR THE
THORACIC CAGE JOINT
AND VERTEBRA
You’ll begin assembling the thoracic cage in this stage,
build out the spinal frame, and add a vertebra to it.

37-2

37-3

LIST OF PIECES

37-4

37-5
37-6

37-1

Thoracic vertebra part

37-2

Thoracic cage joint (shaft)

37-3

Thoracic cage joint
(top, with hole)

37-4

Thoracic cage joint (top)

37-5

Three M2 nuts (1 spare)

37-6

Three PM 2 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

37-7

Two PM 3 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
A cross-head screwdriver.
Tweezers (optional).
Part 36-3 Cap (supplied with stage 36).
37-1

37-7

The second support frame
completed in stage 36.
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37-4
37-2

STEP 1
Fit the top of the thoracic cage part 37-4 to
the shaft 37-2, so that the cylindrical screw
socket on part 37-4 fits through the hole in
part 37-2, as indicated by the arrow.

37-4
37-3

37-3
37-2

37-2
37-4

STEP 2

STEP 3

Fit the second top part 37-3 on the other side, again, fitting the
cylindrical screw socket into the hole in the shaft 37-2 as indicated by
the arrow.

Use a PM 3 x 6mm screw to fix the two top parts 37-3 and 37-4
together, so they are held in place on the top of the shaft 37-2.
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37-1

36-3

STEP 4
Take thoracic vertebra part 37-1 and fit one
of the caps 36-3 so that the rim of the cap fits
into the recess in part 37-1.
The inset shows the cap fitted in place, so that
the flat surface of the cap is level with the
raised edge of the recess in part 37-1.

35-2
35-2

37-1
37-5 (M2)

STEP 5

STEP 6

Fit a M2 nut (37-5) into both of the two hexagonal recesses (circled) on
part 35-2. Ensure that the nuts sit flat in the recesses.

Fit the ‘arm’ of part 37-1 under the edge of part 35-2. The outer
holes in the arm align with the screw holes where the nuts are. Metal
pegs on the other side of part 35-2 fit through the two central holes
in the arm.
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35-2

37-1

STEP 7
Carefully turn the assembly over, holding the
nuts in place. Fix part 37-1 in place with two
PM 2 x 6mm screws (circled). The screws are
held in place by the M2 nuts.

STAGE COMPLETE!
Part of the thoracic cage has been assembled.
Another thoracic vertebra part has been fitted
to the second frame.
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STAGE 38:
COMPONENTS FOR
THORACIC CAGE JOINT
AND VERTEBRA
Expand the spinal column with an additional
vertebra, and set up the thoracic frame for
future assembly.

38-2

38-4

LIST OF PIECES
38-3

38-1

Thoracic vertebra shaft

38-2

Thoracic cage joint (shaft)

38-3

Thoracic cage joint (top, with hole)

38-3

Thoracic cage joint (top)

38-5

Three PM 3 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
A cross-head screwdriver.
38-1

38-5

Tweezers (optional).
Thoracic vertebra assembly from
stage 35.

32

T-800 ASSEMBLY

38-4

38-2

STEP 1
Fit the top of the thoracic cage part 38-4 to
the shaft 38-2, so that the cylindrical screw
socket on part 38-4 fits through the hole in
part 38-2, as indicated by the arrow.

38-4

38-3

38-2

STEP 2
Fit the second top part 38-3 on the other side,
again, fitting the cylindrical screw socket into
the hole in the shaft 38-2 as indicated by the
arrow.

38-3

38-2

38-4

STEP 3
Use a PM 3 x 6mm screw to fix the two top
parts 38-3 and 38-4 together, so they are held
in place on the top of the shaft 38-2.
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You can check you have the
correct vertebra assembly
by identifying this section.

FROM Stage 35

STEP 4
Take thoracic vertebra assembly completed
in stage 35 and arrange it on your worktop
as shown.

38-1

34-1

STEP 5
Fit the shaped end of the shaft 38-1 into the
cylindrical socket on part 34-1.
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34-1

38-1

STEP 6
Turn the assembly over and fix the shaft 38-1 in
place with a PM 3 x 6mm screw.

STAGE COMPLETE!
Part of the thoracic cage has been assembled.
A shaft has been fitted to the thoracic
vertebra frame.
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STAGE 39:
CONNECTING THE
RIGHT AND LEFT
SHOULDERS
Bring together the two shoulder elements by
using the thoracic cage connector.

39-1

39-3

LIST OF PIECES

39-6

39-1

Thoracic cage shoulder connection

39-2

Thoracic cage joint insert (x2)

39-3

Thoracic cage brace (x2))

39-4

Five sprung washers (1 spare)

39-5

Three PM 3 x 16mm bolts (1 spare)

39-6

Three M3 nuts (1 spare)

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
A cross-head screwdriver.
39-2

39-4

39-5

Tweezers (optional).
Fine-nosed pliers (optional).
Assemblies from stages 32 and 33.
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39-1
39-1

39-2
39-2

STEP 1

STEP 2

Take the thoracic cage shoulder connection 39-1 and the two joint
inserts 39-2. Fit the first part 39-2 into the recess so that the four raised
studs on part 39-2 fit into the recesses in part 39-1.

Fit the second part 39-2 into the other side of the connection 39-1.

39-1

39-4

39-1

39-6

STEP 3

STEP 4

Keep parts 39-2 in place as you
turn over the connection 39-1. Fit
one of the sprung washers 39-4
into the centre of each side of part
39-1 (see inset).

Fit one of the M3 nuts 39-6 into
each side of part 39-1. Note that
the hexagonal face should go in
first, so that the circular rim is facing
out of the recess. You may find it
easier to fit the second nut and
washer after step 9.

39-4

CIRCULAR RIM
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FROM Stage 32
39-5
39-5
39-4

32-1

STEP 5

STEP 6

Take two of the PM 3 x 16mm 39-5, and fit a sprung washer 39-4
over each.

Take the right arm assembly from stage 32. Fit a bolt and sprung washer
assembly into the hole in part 32-1. The head of the bolt 39-5 should
drop down to the bottom of the recess in part 32-1.

EXPERT TIP!
If you have difficulty fitting the bolt and
washer assembly, use a pair of fine-nosed
pliers to squeeze the sprung washer more
tightly around the neck of the bolt.

39-5

39-2
39-1

39-1

39-6

STEP 7

STEP 8

Holding the nut 39-6 in the recess of part 39-1 in place, guide the end
of the bolt 39-5 down through part 39-2 and part 39-1 so that you can
screw the bolt 39-5 into the nut 39-6.

Use a cross-head screwdriver to tighten the bolt 39-5, holding
the thoracic cage connection 39-1 in place on the right shoulder
assembly.
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FROM Stage 33
33-2
39-5

39-1

39-5

39-6

STEP 9

STEP 10

Take the left shoulder assembly from stage 33 and fit a bolt 39-5 and
washer 39-4 into part 33-2 as shown.

Guide the bolt 39-5 on the end of the left shoulder assembly through
the other side of part 39-1. Remember to ensure the nut 39-6 and
washer 39-4 are in place in the recess on the underside of part 39-1.

33-2

39-1

STEP 11

STAGE COMPLETE!

Use a cross head screwdriver to tighten the bolt, so that parts 33-2 and
39-1 are held together.

The connection at the top of the thoracic
cage has been joined to the right and
left shoulders.
The two braces 39-3 will be used in a
future stage, so store them carefully.
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STAGE 40:
CREATING THE
THORACIC CAGE
Using the thoracic cage, you’ll start to link
multiple components of the Terminator head
and torso together.

40-3
40-1

LIST OF PIECES

40-6

40-1

Thoracic cage strut (x2)

40-2

Socket liner (x2)

40-3

Thoracic cage base

40-4

Five M2 nuts (1 spare)

40-5

Seven PM 2 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

40-6

Six PM 3 x 6mm screws (1 spare)

YOU WILL ALSO NEED
A cross-head screwdriver.
Tweezers (optional).
40-2

40-4

40-5

All the parts that you have
assembled, or partially assembled,
so far, apart from the battery box.
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40-1
40-6

34-1
40-1
FROM Stage 38

34-1
40-1
40-1

STEP 1

STEP 2

Take the assembly from stage 38 and the two struts 40-1. Fit the
flattened end of the struts into the two shaped recesses on part 34-1
as shown. Note that there is a screw hole on the free end of the struts
40-1 (circled).

Turn the assembly over, holding the two struts 40-1 in place. Fit two PM
3 x 6mm screws (40-6) in place in the recesses on the other side of part
34-1 and through into the screw holes in parts 40-1. Tighten the screws
to hold the struts in place.

34-1
34-1

40-4

40-3

STEP 3

STEP 4

The next step is to fit M2 nuts 40-4 into the hexagonal recesses in part
34-1 (circled). You may find it easier if you position these one at a time,
and fit each screw in place as described in steps 4 and 5 before fitting
the next nut.

Turn over the thoracic cage assembly, holding any nuts that you have
positioned in place. Take part 40-3 and identify the four screw holes
(circled) which match the holes in part 34-1. These screw holes
correspond with the positions of the nuts shown in step 3.
39-3

40-5
34-1

40-3

34-1

39-3

STEP 5

STEP 6

When correctly position, two cylindrical pegs on part 34-1 fit through
the holes in part 40-3 (circled). Use four PM 2x6mm screws (40-5) to fix
part 40-3 in place; these are secured into the M2 nuts fitted in step 3.

Take the two bars 39-3 (supplied with the previous stage) and fit them
into the two sockets near the top of part 34-1. They only fit loosely at
this stage.
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39-1

40-2

38-1

33-1

STEP 7

STEP 8

Fit a socket liner 40-2 into the recess in the top of part 33-1.

Take the shoulder assembly from the previous stage and the assembly from
step 7. Position the assembly from step 7 on the work surface. Lower the
shoulder assembly from stage 39 over the thoracic cage assembly so that
the strut 38-1 fits into the hole in the connecting part 39-1 (circled). See
also the photograph in the next step.

35-1

34-2

FROM Stages 37 & 38

STEP 9

STEP 10

This shows the thoracic cage section and shoulders in place.

Take the thoracic cage joints from stages 37 and 38 and position them in
the large sockets (34-2 and 35-1) at the bottom of the thoracic cage.

11-2/11-3
40-2

FROM Stage 22

STEP 11

STEP 12

Next, you will need the head and neck assembly from stage 22.

Fit the base of the neck (11-2/11-3) into the lined socket at the top of
the thoracic cage.
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40-2

35-2

36-1

35-2
FROM Stage 37

STEP 13

STEP 14

Take the thoracic cage assembly from stage 37. Fit the second socket
liner 40-2 into the socket at the top of the thoracic cage in part 36-1.

Carefully turn the assembly from step 13 over and fit it on top of the
assembly from step 12 so that the base of the neck and the thoracic
cage joints are enclosed. At the same time, ensure that the two struts
39-3 fitted in step 6 are located in the holes in the front of the thoracic
cage, 35-2 (circled in blue). Ensure that the three screw sockets (circled
in yellow) are aligned.

35-2

STEP 15
Fix part 35-2 in place with three PM 3 x 6mm screws (40-6, circled).
These go through part 35-2 into sockets in the ends of part 38-1 (at the
top) and parts 40-1 (fitted in step 1).

35-2

STEP 16

STAGE COMPLETE

Use two PM 2 x 6mm screws (40-5, circled) to fix the bar at the bottom
of part 35-2 to part 40-3.

The head and the top of the thoracic cage have been attached to the
shoulders.
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ROBOCOP

The success of The TerminatorTM directly led to this violent near-future satire, where the death
of a good police officer leads to the birth of the ultimate cyborg cop.

A

lthough they are very different films, RoboCop
owes much to The Terminator. It was the latter’s
surprise success that led Orion Pictures to
greenlight RoboCop, sensing the growing hunger for
mainstream science fiction films. Arnold Schwarzenegger,
star of The Terminator, was also briefly considered for the
lead role of RoboCop, but was discounted as being too
muscular for the sleeker suit that was being designed for its
ultimate incumbent, Peter Weller.
RoboCop’s first teaser trailer was even released using
music from The Terminator, leading to both enthusiasm and
confusion from the public, some of whom believed RoboCop
was a prologue to The Terminator, showing how and when
SkyNet took control of the planet.
But the concerns of the writers and director of RoboCop
were less about the possibility of runaway AI or the
ever-present shadow of a thermonuclear holocaust, they
were aimed far closer to home: the corporatization and
privatization of ‘justice’, the increasing commodification of

everything in our daily lives, and the increasingly rampant
spread of corruption through every level of society.
On one level, RoboCop is a straightforward modern
Frankenstein tale of an undead cop, Murphy, resurrected in a
manner that allows him to take revenge against all of those
responsible for his murder. But the film is so much more than
that central throughline. From the darkly humorous Media
Break snippets throughout (“You give us three minutes, we’ll
give you the world”) which prefigure the relentless churn of
the modern day 24-hour news cycle, to the wittily incisive
commercials (“NUKEM: Get them — before they get you!”)
the whole film is shaped into a bullet of satire aimed

“What are your Prime
Directives?” — Bob Morton
“Serve the public trust,
protect the innocent,
uphold the law.” — RoboCop

ABOVE: Officer Alex
Murphy, resurrected
as RoboCop, draws a
bead on a suspected
criminal. (Photo:
Everett Collection Inc /
Alamy Stock Photo)
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FILM DATABLAST
Director: Paul Verhoeven
Screenplay: Edward Neumeier & Michael Miner
Producers: Arne Schmidt, Edward Neumeier
Composer: Basil Poledouris
Director of Photography: Jost Vacano, Sol Negrin
(Uncredited)
Editor: Frank J. Urioste
Cast: Peter Weller (Officer Alex J. Murphy / RoboCop),
Nancy Allen (Officer Anne Lewis), Dan O’Herlihy (The
Old Man), Ronny Cox (Dick Jones), Kurtwood Smith
(Clarence J. Boddicker), Miguel Ferrer (Bob Morton),
Robert DoQui (Sergeant Warren Reed), Ray Wise (Leon
C. Nash), Felton Perry (Johnson)
Year: 1987
Duration: 102min
Aspect Ratio: 2.20:1 (70mm), 1.85:1
Country of Origin: USA

directly at the audience. RoboCop is President Reagan’s
1980s America, distorted by its indeterminate near-future
setting, and focused through the lens of Dutch director Paul
Verhoeven’s bemused outsider’s perspective.
The story itself follows the lines of Frankenstein in many
respects, though rather than being stitched together from
a selection of anatomist’s corpses, here we get to know
‘the body’, good cop Alex Murphy, before his murder by
charismatic sociopath Clarence Boddicker in the middle of
a cocaine factory raid. For Frankenstein himself, read the

RIGHT: Corrupt OCP
executive Dick Jones
(Ronny Cox) introduces
the terrifying walking
tank, ED-209. (Photo:
Entertainment Pictures
/ Alamy Stock Photo)

scientists of the OCP, led by the ill-fated Bob Morton, who
view the dead policeman as raw material onto which they
can bolt a suit of flesh-sustaining armor and a suite of crimeprevention programming. But — as with many corporations,
fictional and otherwise, the OCP is corrupt, and RoboCop is
forced to override his programming in order to clean house
from the top.
Although the film ends with RoboCop ‘prosecuting’
the murderous executive Dick Jones, gaining revenge
on Boddicker and his gang, and reclaiming the name of
‘Murphy’, this is not a story of revolution. RoboCop’s
triumphs are a result of working within the system — it is
only when he presents recorded proof of Jones’ crimes that
Directive 4, which stops him from arresting or harming any
member of the OCP, is lifted — by the Old Man, the head
of the OCP. At the end of the film, the OCP corporation has
been cleansed of its ‘bad actors’, but RoboCop’s existence
and the idea of a corporation-run city (not to mention
the gentrifying cleanse of ‘Delta City’, the planned new
conurbation that would replace Detroit) are interrogated
only by the film itself as a satirical construct. The victory
is RoboCop’s returning of Detroit to its status quo, not in
overturning its runaway society.

ROBOCOP’S DETROIT: A
HEIGHTENED REALITY
The near-future Detroit patrolled by RoboCop is one
entirely given over to a single corporation, Omni Consumer
Products, which runs, supplies, and polices the city — for
a profit. Detroit was well-known for its runaway crime
statistics in the 1980s, as well as its struggles with municipal
funding, making it the perfect setting for RoboCop’s day-
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after-tomorrow world.
Distressingly, though Detroit’s statistics have improved
from their 1980s nadir, as of 2016 the city is still ranked fourth
for murders in the USA.
Another reason for setting RoboCop in Detroit is its
history as ‘Motor City’: the innovative home of Henry Ford
and other pioneering mass market automotive engineers
(since Ford’s first test-drive in 1896), the spirit of which is
reflected in the designs of both RoboCop and the overengineered ED-209. Indeed, some critics have seen in the
battle between RoboCop and ED-209 the same capitalist
dance between gas-guzzling monsters from Detroit and the
more advanced cars that were being imported into the USA
in the 1980s from Japan.
Many in Detroit have adopted RoboCop as one of
their own, a steel-clad ambassador for a city gradually
recovering after many years at the sharp end of the 2008
recession — during which it also became the largest US
city to declare bankruptcy, in 2013. The most recent sign
of the character’s positive association with the city came
in the form of a ten-foot tall bronze statue. The statue has
been installed at the Michigan Science Center, after a long
and winding road that saw the project grow from a tweet
directed at Detroit’s then-mayor in 2011, to an officiallylicensed statue funded on Kickstarter to the tune of over
$67,000 (around £52,555).
It is the fate of many a satirical character with a cool
and memorable design to be adopted by audiences who
disregard any uncomfortable messages that come with the
visual — just ask Judge Dredd! — but even though RoboCop
was quickly turned into an animated series, it’s interesting to
note that, while the bullets and bloody ultraviolence didn’t
survive the transition, many of the film’s headier themes did.
The short-lived 1988 cartoon dealt with racism, corruption,
and free will in its twelve-episode run, even as it swapped
the bullets for lasers and more toyetic villains

GREAT CYBORGS ALWAYS
COME IN THREES
It’s valuable to contrast the two cyborgs at the heart of
RoboCop and The Terminator. One, the T-800 Endoskeleton,
is a machine wearing the form of a man, pretending it is
human for the purposes of infiltration. The other is the
corpse of a man wearing the form of a machine, one which
gradually rediscovers the human memories which grant it
a meagre dose of compassion and an existence beyond
being a product. RoboCop’s armor can be classed as an
exoskeleton, even though there is little of the original human
left under the chassis. The Terminator mimics a human from
the inside out, while RoboCop becomes a cyborg from the
outside in.
It’s also worthwhile to contrast RoboCop with the cyborg
form of Darth Vader from Star Wars, another “more machine
now than man” character whose silhouette commanded
the 1980s and beyond. It’s not just the polished chrome of
RoboCop’s armor that led audiences to view him as the
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“He signed a release form
when he joined the force.
He’s legally dead. We can
do pretty much what we
want to him.” — Johnson
hero — that visible section of chin beneath RoboCop’s visor
also gives us something recognisably human to cling to, while
Vader’s samurai death mask resists all attempts at empathy
until it is removed by his son in Return of the Jedi. As with
Judge Dredd, it seems that the mouth and chin are equally
as capable as the eyes in conferring emotion and a hint of
audience identification with the otherwise robotic character
beneath. Both RoboCop and Vader chill us with the thought
of being trapped in such armor permanently — being buried
alive by the very thing keeping us from dying. The suit is
part of the disturbing tragedy of both Vader and RoboCop,
though Murphy has more in common, metaphorically, with
wounded veterans finding a new way to live than Vader,
whose horrendous wounds are narrative recompense for his
fall to the dark side. n

ABOVE: The fleshy face
beneath the RoboCop
helmet. Peter Weller
played Officer Murphy
both before and after
Murphy’s mechanical
resurrection. (Photo:
Everett Collection Inc /
Alamy Stock Photo)
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POLICE AND
MILITARY DRONES
CYBORGS OF THE SKIES
Military and civilian airspace is becoming increasingly crowded with drones.
Some have fun, playful, and commendable uses, while others enable the
surveillance state to target people — criminal or not — in ways that may
prove dangerous when combined with AI.

W

HAT IS A DRONE?

A drone, or Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV), is any remotely-piloted flying device.
It is a catch-all term for a large variety of craft, from
small consumer hobby drones that can be bought in any
electronics store, to military drones that are essentially
fighter jets without pilots on board.
The capabilities of drones also vary widely.
Quadcopters, the most common off-the-shelf drone used
by civilians and British police forces alike, usually carry a
camera with a live video link, and are held aloft by four
rotors which enable them to move through the air with
precision, and hover steadily in place.
Military drones, by contrast, are tooled up with all
manner of weaponry, fuelled and propelled in much the
same manner as jets, and piloted remotely from a safe and
secure location.

While there are semi-autonomous and AI-assisted
drones on the market — like the various ‘selfie drones’ that
can be launched from the hand, can recognise and orient
themselves to faces, and can be controlled by gestures
rather than buttons — all drones currently require a human
operator to drive them.

ARE THEY LEGAL?
The laws surrounding the use of drones for civilian and
police operations are still very much being written —
especially as the technology is still developing day by day.
Regulations introduced in the UK at the beginning of
2010 introduced the requirement of a licence for any aerial
surveillance by unmanned aircraft, no matter the size,
though the Civil Aviation Authority has granted many such
licences to the police services trialling drones and UAVs.
The use of AI and facial and pattern-recognition

ABOVE: A military
predator drone
streaks through the
skies in search of its
next target. (Photo:
Shutterstock)
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software in police drones also brings with it its own dubious
legality and civil liberties questions, which are yet to be
tested in the courts.
Recently, researchers at the University of Cambridge,
alongside India’s National Institute of Technology and the
Institute of Science, published a paper outlining software
and techniques that would allow a basic, shop-bought
camera drone to be paired with a sophisticated AI that
would allow it to spot flashpoints of violence within a
crowd of people.
Conjured in response to recent terrorist incidents, the
deep learning AI analyzes crowds in real time — more
importantly, it analyzes their poses and attitudes, and
compares them to an ever-growing database of such
information. At the moment, the 94% accuracy of the system
falls drastically when viewing groups of more than 10
people, but as an early example of the technology, it shows
a lot of promise.

“Autonomous lethal
drones would simply
lack human judgement
and other qualities
that are necessary to
make complex ethical
choices on a dynamic
battlefield.”
— DRONE WARS UK
Whether such technology should be used, however, is
another question entirely. Depending on the government,
police service, or regime controlling the drones, the AI
could be programmed to weed out more than just people
with the potential for violence, but political agitators,
charismatic speakers — or just as a tool to record anyone
who attended a political protest, from their faceprint to
their body language.

DRONING ON
When it comes to military or quasi-military drones with
offensive capabilities, the laws — and morals — get even
more sticky. In Israel, police drones have been tested with
the ability to drop tear gas. Globally, military drones are
responsible for a whole new era of warfare,
particularly in regions like Afghanistan, Yemen,
and Pakistan, where remotely-piloted UAVs
have assassinated targets nominated by the US
military.
Nowhere is it more apparent that the word ‘drone’
covers a wide spectrum of different flying craft than
comparing a civilian quadcopter — a hand-sized craft,
piloted within visual range of the drone — with an
MQ-9 Reaper / Predator B drone — with a wingspan of
20 metres, piloted remotely, and carrying heavy munitions
including Hellfire missiles and laser-guided bombs.
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POLICE DRONES OVERSEAS
In the USA, the use of drones is still technically more
restricted than it is in the UK and India, where drone
use by the police and government is becoming
steadily more prevalent. In the USA, the chief
concern is that of privacy, and the requirement that
a warrant be staged pertinent to a specific case,
prior to the use of a drone in that scenario. Even with
that limitation, US police spending on drones in 2016
was double that of 2015, with the expectation that
the number in use will rise exponentially.

Amnesty International has condemned the use of drones
like the Reaper as akin to unlawful executions, and their
use for tactical strikes (as opposed to armed support of
sanctioned military exercises) remains a hazy grey area.
With that said, the USA’s Federal Aviation Administration
approved the use of Reaper drones in US civil airspace in
2006, to search for survivors of disasters, and Predators have
been deployed by NASA for the surveillance of forest fires.

OFF THE LEASH
In the UK, the campaign group Drone Wars UK has been
tracking the development of fully autonomous drones —
and campaigning against their use — for several years.
Although the UK government is at pains to state that
it is not developing fully autonomous weapons, there are
signs that those technologies are currently being worked
on — including drone systems that are able to process
vast amounts of battlefield data at speeds faster than their
human operators, raising the spectre of ‘killer machines’ that
make key decisions without human input.
While all AI roads do not lead to Skynet, it’s good to
question these kind of developments before Judgement Day
occurs…
We’ll have more on drones in a future stage! n

BELOW: A consumergrade quadcopter
drone design. It is
feasible that this
style of drone brought
London’s Gatwick
airport to a standstill
in the run up to
Christmas 2018. (Photo:
Shutterstock)
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