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Bahraini Children Torn from Classrooms, Thrown into Prisons

Introduction

On 8 April 2024, a royal decree granted amnesty to 1,584 prisoners, including nearly 40 minors
who had been arbitrarily arrested on charges related to freedom of opinion and expression while
under the legal age, marking a significant milestone. This positive step was widely welcomed by
citizens and human rights activists as a hopeful move toward ending the cycle of politically
motivated targeting, persecution, and arrests. However, despite the release of detained minors,
the hope for a fresh start was not realized. Arrest campaigns, summonses, and trials persisted,

deepening frustration and despair.

Since 8 April 2024, dozens of children have been summoned and arrested on fabricated charges
linked to freedom of expression, assembly, or holding political views critical of the government.
These children have faced severe rights violations. Among these cases, ADHRB has documented
the detention of 11 minors who were arbitrarily arrested without warrants, held for prolonged
periods without a fair trial, coerced into confessions through threats, psychological and physical
torture, and denied legal representation and family contact throughout their detention.
According to documentation, the Public Prosecution Office (PPO) extended their arbitrary
detention, fabricated additional charges against them, and repeatedly postponed their trials.
During interrogations, detainees were questioned without a lawyer or guardian present and
subjected to psychological torture and pressure. In court, they were denied the right to defend
themselves or challenge the evidence against them. Despite the lack of concrete proof of their

involvement, many were sentenced to prison.

ADHRB has also documented ongoing violations against these minors inside the young convicts’
prison, where they face mistreatment, denial of medical care, education, and family visits, as well
as restrictions on practicing religious rituals. Many detainees have reported poor nutrition,

inadequate beds and blankets, and bans on purchasing personal necessities or obtaining new
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clothing. Additionally, families are forced to cover the cost of phone calls as a condition for their
children to maintain contact with them. These practices constitute a systematic pattern of

violations against detained children, stripping them of their fundamental rights.

"Any thought that Bahrain has turned a new leaf should now be completely stricken from
memory," said Husain Abdulla, ADHRB Executive Director. "The amnesties seem to have only
made space enough in Bahrain's prisons for a new batch of children, suffering from the same

torture, abuse, and neglect that we saw before. When will we see a real end to this brutality?”

1. Escalation of the Crackdown

Since October 2023, Bahrain has seen a sharp escalation in the suppression of public freedoms,
particularly following mass protests condemning the aggression in Gaza. Americans for
Democracy & Human Rights in Bahrain (ADHRB) documented a wave of summonses and arrests
by the Bahraini Ministry of Interior (MOI) against its citizens, targeting 32 minors between 25
August and 16 December 2023. These minors, aged 14 to 18, were arbitrarily arrested without
warrants or official summonses. Many endured beatings, threats, and mistreatment during their
arrests, with their belongings confiscated during interrogations. They were interrogated without
family or legal counsel present and subjected to psychological and physical torture to force
confessions to pre-drafted charges, such as unlawful assembly and rioting. According to released

detainees, some were arrested for reasons as trivial as wearing the Palestinian keffiyeh.

According to statistics, between the start of the Israeli aggression on Gaza on 7 October 2023 and
November 2024, Bahraini authorities arrested 344 citizens for expressing solidarity with the
Palestinian and Lebanese peoples. Individuals who stepped on or burned the Israeli flag faced
charges of insulting a "friendly state"”, while the majority of those participating in peaceful
solidarity demonstrations were accused of unlawful assembly and rioting. Additionally, more
than 150 citizens were summoned for questioning over social media posts about the

assassination of the late Hezbollah Secretary-General, Sayed Hassan Nasrallah. These individuals
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were pressured to delete their posts and sign pledges not to repeat such actions, with some

arrested on charges of glorifying a "terrorist figure."

Despite the promotion of the pardon, escalation remained the prevailing strategy. Protests were
met with violent suppression, including the use of live ammunition and tear gas. One of the most
harrowing incidents occurred in July 2024, when Bahraini security forces shot 16-year-old Husain
Habib Baddaw in the head while he was in Duraz. The attack left him with severe injuries,
including a skull fracture. This incident stands as a stark example of the excessive use of force

against minors participating in protests.
e The Royal Pardon Did Not Halt Arrest Campaigns

The royal pardon of April 2024 was promoted as a move to clear prisons of minors. Indeed, Dry

Dock Prison was nearly emptied of minor prisoners, except for Mohamed Hasan Ahmed Ali.

Arrested on 28 August 2019 at the age of 16, Mohamed was sentenced to 11 years in prison after
being tried as an adult. All other minor political prisoners were released, either through this royal
amnesty or via alternative sentencing and the “Open Prisons” program—except for Mohamed.
Over the past two years, 182 detained minors have been released under Law No. 4 of 2021, which
applies retroactively to minor detainees. However, this law has not been applied to Mohamed,
who remains imprisoned after serving five years, exceeding the maximum period allowed under

Bahraini juvenile law.

Soon after, dozens of children joined Mohamed in prison once again. Currently, alongside
Mohamed, there are approximately 38 prisoners under the age of 18 in Dry Dock Prison, including
14 who were arrested without warrants. Many of these minors were tortured to extract coerced
confessions and were denied legal representation during interrogations, in clear violation of both
local and international laws. These prisoners face abuses similar to those endured by minors in
previous years, underscoring a systematic pattern of violations. This reflects the government's

lack of commitment to reform and its continued policy of impunity, which shields perpetrators

and allows them to further disregard the law.
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2. Arbitrary Arrests of Children

Bahraini authorities continue to target minors through arbitrary arrest campaigns linked to their
participation in peaceful protests and solidarity demonstrations. These children face charges
related to anti-government political protests, with arrests frequently carried out without official
warrants or prior notice to their families. These arrests are part of a systematic policy aimed at
silencing those who express political opinions or engage in activities calling for the release of
political prisoners or supporting Arab causes, such as Palestine. The violations are further
compounded by repressive practices, including prolonged detention without clear charges or fair
trials. Minors are often coerced into making confessions under duress and are denied their

fundamental rights, including access to legal representation during interrogations.

Since the beginning of 2024, Bahraini authorities have continued to target minors in arbitrary
arrest campaigns linked to their participation in peaceful protests. On 29 April 2024, the court
sentenced three minors - Maytham Mahmood, Qassim Jameel AlSammeea (the brother of
executed political prisoner Abbas AlISammeea), and Mohamed Munir Mushaima (the nephew of
executed political prisoner Sami Mushaima)-to three months in prison. On 16 May 2024, news of
minor Mohamed Ishaq from Al Malikiyah was cut off after he was summoned to the Roundabout

17 Police Station.

In June 2024, 17-year-old minor Qassim AbdulZahra’a AlMubashir was arrested after
surrendering himself following a court ruling in May that sentenced him to three months in
prison. By the end of July, the MOl announced the arrest of several individuals, including minors,
who had participated in what it termed "illegal" marches. The authorities justified these arrests
by claiming the individuals had resumed committing "crimes" despite benefiting from the royal

amnesty.

In early August 2024, authorities continued_arresting minors on charges of participating in

peaceful demonstrations. Husain Saleh Ali AlBarri (17 years old), Ali Salman Marhoon (16 years
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old), and Mohammed Isa Mohammed Hasan Khatam (16 years old) were arrested in Sitra after
being chased. On 26 August, 15-year-old Ali Husain Matrook from the village of Karanah was
arrested and forced to confess under duress. That same day, masked plainclothes officers
arrested 17-year-old Abbas Muslim Juma, beating him on the head and face without informing

him of the reason for his arrest or assault.

Violations intensified in September 2024 as the arrests of minors for participating in protests
continued. On 1 September, 16-year-old Ebrahim Adel was arrested, followed by Mohamed

Shawqi on 23 September and Mohamed Moosa on 26 September, all for participating in peaceful

demonstrations. Other minors were summoned for questioning without clear reasons. By the
end of the month, more than 20 minors were documented as having been arrested during
solidarity protests for Palestine and Lebanon. In October 2024, the campaign of arrests targeted
minors without warrants or prior notification to their families. On 15 October, Bahraini
authorities arrested minor Elias Abbas AlAsfoor from Sanabis, with the PPO ordering his
detention for one week on charges of participating in Friday prayersin Duraz. On 16 October, 17-
year-old Ali Abdulla AbdulKarim was arrested at a checkpoint. On 21 October, authorities raided
the home of 16-year-old AbdulAziz AlIHammadi and arrested him after midnight. On 30 October,
they detained 16-year-old Qassim Zuhair for tweets expressing solidarity with Palestine and

Lebanon.

On 4 November 2024, a Bahraini court postponed the trial sessions for eight minor political
detainees, rescheduling them to 11 November. The first group includes four detainees from Sitra
and AlMa’ameer: H.M. (16 years old), , Ali Saeed Sdeif (16 years old), and Fadhel Abbas (18 years
old). The second group consists of four detainees from Sanabis: Ali Redha Jaafar (17 years old),
Ali AlBaqali (18 years old), Sayed Ahmed AlFullah (16 years old), and Mohamed Moosa (16 years
old). On 18 November, the trials of the children from Sitra and AlMa'ameer were further
postponed to 15 December 2024, while the trials for the Sanabis children were rescheduled to

25 November 2024.
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On 2 December, a Bahraini court sentenced three minors from Sanabis to two months in prison:
Sayed Ahmed AlFullah (16 years old), Ali Redha Jaafar (17 years old), and Mohamed Moosa (15
years old), on political charges. Additionally, the detention of 15-year-old Ali Husain Ali Nasser
Matrook was extended for another two weeks pending investigation, marking his sixth extension
since his arrest. On 15 December, the court sentenced two minors, Ali Saeed Sdeif and H.M., to
six months in prison. On 23 December, the trial of three children from Karranah, including 17-
year-old Abbas Muslim AbdAli, was postponed to 30 December. On 25 December, 17-year-old
Redha Marhoon from Sanabis was arrested at the King Fahd Bridge border crossing with Saudi

Arabia.

These violations persisted into the new year. On 12 January 2025, three minors - Abbas Muslim
AbdAli (17 years old), Ali Husain Nasser Matrook (15 years old), and AbdulAziz Husain Jaafar
AlHammadi (15 years old) - were sentenced to six months in prison in one of the cases. On 14
January, the High Criminal Court judge ordered the detention of 15-year-old Ageel Muslim AbdAli
AbdulHusain Juma, Bahrain’s youngest child detainee, and 16-year-old Husain Ali Hasan Mahdi.
Their trial was postponed to 25 January following their court appearance under a referral order.
On 20 January, the trial of minors Ali Redha Jaafar (17 years old), Sayed Ahmed AlFullah (16 years
old), and Mohamed Moosa (16 years old) was postponed to 17 February 2025. These three
minors had previously been sentenced to two months in prison on 2 December 2024, on

politically motivated charges.

On 27 January 2025, Bahraini courts continued sentencing minors, issuing six-month prison terms
to three minor political prisoners—Abbas Muslim AbdAli, Ali Husain Matrook, and AbdulAziz
Husain AlHammadi. On 11 February, they received an additional one-year sentence on charges
related to protesting and unlawful assembly, bringing their total sentences to one and a half years
so far. With additional cases still pending, their sentences are expected to increase further.
Additionally, four minors from Sanabis—Ali Redha Jaafar, Sayed Ahmed AlFullah, Mohamed
Moosa, and Redha Marhoon— were sentenced to three months in prison on politically motivated

charges of illegal assembly and rioting. Three of them —Ali Redha Jaafar, Sayed Ahmed AlFullah,
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and Mohamed Moosa—had already been sentenced on 2 December 2024 to two months in

prison on similar charges.

On 30 January, Bahraini authorities arrested 15-year-old minor Jaber Saeed Allareesh from the
streets of Sitra. On 2 February, the PPO ordered his detention for seven days pending

investigation on charges related to unlawful assembly and assaulting a security officer.

3. Violations During Litigation Phases

The detention of children in Bahrain reflects a recurring pattern of unfair trials that violate their
fundamental rights and international legal standards. Many minors are arbitrarily arrested
without legal warrants, subjected to enforced disappearance, and kept away from their families
before being only allowed a brief phone call to disclose their whereabouts. Children are often
held for extended periods without clear charges or fair trials. In most cases, authorities rely on

confessions extracted through torture and psychological and physical coercion.

These cases reveal numerous violations that undermine justice and transparency. These
violations are evident in arbitrary measures that infringe on the detainees’ legal and human

rights. The most notable recorded violations include:

° Arbitrary arrests without legal arrest warrants.

° Prolonged detention without clear charges or fair trials.

° Hiding detainees' whereabouts from their families during the initial hours of
arrest.

° Reliance on confessions obtained through threats, torture, or psychological and

physical coercion.

° Denial of legal representation during interrogations.

° Failure to present detainees before a judge within 24 hours of arrest.
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° Repeated trial postponements without justification.
° Physical and psychological torture of children to extract confessions.
° Denying detainees the right to receive visits throughout their detention and

imprisonment.

® Preventing detainees from contacting their lawyers before or during trials.

Among the cases, ADHRB has documented cases of 10 detained minors, including Husain Saleh
Ali AlBarri, Ali Salman Marhoon, Ali Ahmed Omran Khodor, H.M., Ali Husain Matrook Abdullah
Yousif Fadhel AlTooq, Abbas Muslim AbdAli AbdulHusain Juma, Ageel Muslim AbdAli
AbdulHusain Juma, Mohammed Isa Mohammed Khatam, and AbdulAziz Husain Jaafar
AlHammadi. All of these detainees have endured mistreatment, including denial of medical care,
education, and family visits, as well as poor nutrition, inadequate beds and blankets, and the
absence of recreational programs. They have also been prohibited from purchasing personal
necessities or obtaining new clothing, while their families were forced to bear the cost of phone
calls as a condition for communication. These violations reflect a systematic policy of deprivation

and a blatant assault on their fundamental rights.

- 15-year-old Ali Husain Matrook Abdulla was arrested on 26 August 2024 in the village
of Karranah while with his friends without an arrest warrant or his family's knowledge.
During interrogation, he was denied legal representation, barred from contacting a
lawyer, and coerced into giving false confessions under the threat of violence. He was not
brought before a judge within 24 hours of his arrest, clearly violating fundamental fair
trial guarantees. Despite this, the PPO arbitrarily extended his detention and repeatedly
postponed his trial for five months, denying him the chance to defend himself or
challenge the evidence against him. To date, he has been convicted in two cases related

to protesting and assembly, receiving a total sentence of one and a half years.
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- The case of 17-year-old Abbas Muslim AbdAli AbdulHusain Ali Juma reflects a similar
pattern of violations. On 26 August 2024, while on his way to his grandfather’s house, he
was arrested and violently beaten on the face and head during both the arrest and
interrogation, resulting in a head wound that required stitches and the breaking of his
glasses. Under beatings and threats, Abbas was forced to confess under coercion to the
charges dictated to him. Despite enduring inhumane treatment, he was denied access to
a lawyer and prevented from presenting evidence to challenge the accusations against
him. On 13 January 2025, he was sentenced to six months in prison, and later, on 11
February, he received an additional one-year sentence in two politically motivated cases,
both based on confessions extracted under torture, in clear violation of his legal rights.

Abbas still faces five more pending cases, awaiting trial.

- Inthe same context, 15-year-old Yousif Fadhel AlITooq was arrested on 8 August 2024

after his family received a summons to Sitra Police Station without any legal justification.
Upon arrival, he was arrested without a warrant, interrogated, and tortured without a
lawyer or guardian present—Ileaving him without any legal protection. Subjected to
psychological pressure and threats, he refrained from disclosing details to spare his
family’s feelings. In a further denial of justice, his case was referred to trial based solely
on coerced confessions from his friends -who had been arrested under similar
circumstances- without any material evidence to support the charges against him. Despite
repeated requests from his family, his detention continued without a fair trial, with
hearings postponed for five months, exacerbating his suffering and negatively impacting
both his academic future and mental well-being. On 25 February, he was sentenced to

one year in prison and fined 500 dinars.

- On14January 2025, 15-year-old Ageel Muslim AbdAli AbdulHusain Juma was arrested
inside the courtroom after his name was suddenly added to the list of fugitives in his
brother’s case without prior notice. Despite repeatedly attending summonses with his
father, authorities inexplicably classified him as a fugitive, raising serious concerns about

the legitimacy of this designation. During his most recent summons, officials explicitly
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assured him that he was not wanted, yet he was abruptly arrested in court and falsely
labeled as a fugitive. Throughout interrogations, he was denied adequate time to prepare
his defense or present evidence proving his innocence. Instead, he was arbitrarily

detained, denied a fair trial, and subjected to repeated, unjustified hearing delays.

- Mohammed Isa Mohammed Khatam was with two friends when one of them received

a call from a detained acquaintance at the Sitra Police Station, asking for the handover of
his personal phone. Upon arriving to deliver the phone, Mohammed was immediately
arrested, without being shown an arrest warrant. He was interrogated for one day before
being referred to the PPO, where his detention was repeatedly extended. The day after
his arrest, Mohammed appeared before the PPO without legal representation, and his
family was not notified. During the court session, he was not given adequate time to
defend himself before the judge. The session focused solely on presenting the charges
against him and asking if he had committed the alleged offenses, after which the hearing
was adjourned for further deliberation. On 25 February, he was sentenced to one year in

prison and fined 500 dinars.

- 15-year-old AbdulAziz Husain Jaafar AlHammadi faced fabricated, politically
motivated charges based solely on confessions extracted under torture or from his
detained peers. He was arrested at night on 20 October 2024 from his home without a
warrant and subjected to enforced disappearance, as well as physical and psychological
torture from the moment of his arrest. He was taken to a dark room, beaten on the head,
and then transferred to the CID Building, where he was held in a cold, dark room,
blindfolded, handcuffed, and subjected to politically motivated insults. He was also
deprived of sleep and food. During interrogation, he was beaten on the head, repeatedly
slapped, and forced to make false confessions. He was not presented before a judge
within 24 hours, as required by law, and was denied communication with his lawyer
before and during the trial, preventing him from presenting evidence to refute the
charges—especially since his family was not home at the time of the alleged incident.

Despite the lack of physical evidence, he was sentenced to six months in prison, later
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extended to a year in February. Although a release order was issued, authorities kept him
detained on new charges. In December, his mother was shocked to learn he had been
transferred to another detention center, where she saw him barefoot, wearing torn
clothes, and with bruises on his hands. His family was denied visits throughout his
detention, and when they finally saw him, he appeared pale, suffering from insomnia,

fear, and malnutrition.

Beyond the physical and psychological abuse, AbdulAziz was also denied medical
treatment for jaw-related health issues requiring a specialized device. His prolonged
detention caused him to lose an entire academic year. Despite his family's repeated
appeals for a re-evaluation of his case and an end to the violations against him, their

requests have been ignored.

e Postponement of trials

Monitoring detainee cases reveals a systematic retaliatory practice used by Bahraini authorities
against children: the deliberate postponement of trials. This violation is carried out repeatedly,
arbitrarily, and unlawfully, keeping detainees in prolonged detention without trial, as court

hearings and sentencing are repeatedly delayed.

Children in Bahrain have long been prosecuted under the country’s Criminal Procedures Law,
which subjects them to prolonged detention of up to six months and allows them to be tried as
adults. This occurs despite the existence of the Bahraini Restorative Justice Law for Children,

which sets clear standards for the arrest, detention, and trial of minors.

Under the Restorative Justice Law for Children, pretrial detention for minors must not exceed 30

days, and they should be referred to the Restorative Justice Court rather than the ordinary
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criminal court. Any detention exceeding 30 days without judicial review or the imprisonment of

a child under 15 years old constitutes a direct violation of Bahraini law.

Regardless of whether authorities apply the Criminal Procedures Law or the Restorative Justice
Law, Bahrain’s administrative detention of minors remains excessively long and contradicts
international law. The maximum period for detaining children before judicial review is 24 hours,
as stipulated in Article 37(b) and (d) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and
Principles 11, 32, and 37 of the United Nations Basic Principles and Guidelines on Remedies and

Procedures on the Right of Anyone Deprived of Their Liberty to Bring Proceedings Before a Court.

Moreover, the six-month detention period applicable to adults under Bahrain’s Criminal
Procedures Law is itself a clear violation of Article 9(3) of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), which limits pretrial detention for adults to a maximum of 48 hours

before judicial review.

Through the cases documented by ADHRB, this violation is strikingly evident. The PPO routinely
exploits legal loopholes to delay filing charges and holding trial sessions, compounding the
violations committed during interrogation and trial sessions, where defendants are often denied
their right to defense. The gravity of this injustice is even more severe when the detainee is a

child.

When monitoring detainees' cases, a systematic pattern of repeated trial postponements
emerges. Some cases have faced repeated delays, such as those of H.M.(16 years old), Ali Saeed
Sdeif (16 years old), Fadhel Abbas (18 years old), and Ali AlBagali (18 years old). In other
instances, trial postponements have ranged from one week to two months, as seen in the cases
of Abbas Muslim AbdAli AbdulHusain Juma (17 years old), Ali Husain Nasser Matrook (15 years
old), AbdulAziz Husain Jaafar AlHammadi (15 years old), Ageel Muslim AbdAli AbdulHusain Juma
(15 years old), Husain Ali Hasan Mahdi (16 years old), Ali Redha Jaafar (17 years old), Sayed
Ahmed AlFullah (16 years old), and Mohamed Moosa (16 years old). Most alarming, however, is

the prolonged detention of several minors for months without trial, including Ahmed Omran (16
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years old), Ali Salman Marhoon (16 years old), Mohammed Isa Khatam (16 years old), and Husain

Saleh Ali AlBarri (16 years old).

In some instances, detainees' trials are postponed collectively. For example, the trials of H.M., Ali
Saeed Sdeif, and Fadhel Abbas were initially delayed from 2 November 2024 to 11 November
2024, then postponed again from 18 November 2024 to 15 December 2024. On that date, H.M.

and Ali Sdeif were sentenced to six months in prison.

The trials of Ali Redha Jaafar, Ali AlBaqali, Sayed Ahmed AlFullah, and Mohamed Moosa were
repeatedly delayed -from 4 November to 11 November, then to 18 November, and later to 25
November, before finally being held on 2 December. In that session, they were sentenced to two
months in prison on multiple charges. Their trials in other cases were further postponed from 20

January 2025 to 17 February 2025.

Ali Husain Nasser Matrook also endured repeated trial delays, resulting in his prolonged
detention before a verdict was issued. Arrested in August 2024, his detention was extended more
than six times. After multiple trial postponements, he was ultimately sentenced to six months in
prison in January 2025. The case of minor detainee Yousif AlTooq, held since 8 August 2024,
reflects the same pattern of prolonged arbitrary detention. His trial has been repeatedly delayed,

leaving him in prolonged pre-trial detention, with a verdict now expected on 25 February.

This violation has driven several detainees to resort to hunger strikes in protest against their
conditions. Most recently, on 14 January 2025, Sayed Qassim AlAlawi, Husain AlSamahiji, Sajjad
AlAjaimi, Ali AIBagali, and Ahmed Shaheen -detained at Dry Dock Prison- declared a hunger strike,
demanding their release or an expedited trial after some had been held for over four months

without a verdict.

In December 2024, Mohammed Isa Khatam, Ali Ahmed Omran, Ali Salman Marhoon, and Husain
Saleh AlBarri also resorted to a hunger strike, demanding either their release or an expedited

trial.
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4. Documented Violations in Dry Dock Prison

Detention centers in Bahrain, particularly Dry Dock Prison, continue to commit systematic human
rights violations. Concerns are especially pronounced regarding children detainees, who endure
harsh and inhumane conditions. Despite local and international laws protecting children’s rights,
severe violations persist in this prison against all detained children. According to ADHRB sources,

detained children face:

° lll-treatment

° Denial of medical care

° Deprivation of education

° Deprivation of visits

° Prohibition of religious practices

° Poor-quality meals

° Denial of access to the prison store
° Deprivation of new clothes

° Inadequate bedding and blankets
° Absence of recreational programs

The cost of phone calls from prison falls on the child's family; otherwise, the child is

denied the right to communicate.

According to ADHRB sources, detained children face retaliatory measures for demanding their
basicrights, including collective punishment and solitary confinement. For instance, on 7 January,

juvenile detainees at Dry Dock Detention Center were collectively punished for requesting access
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to hot water for bathing. In response, authorities denied them phone calls and access to the
prison store. In another instance of collective punishment, on 20 January 2025, the Dry Dock
Prison administration imposed harsh penalties, depriving detainees of phone calls for a week,
outdoor sunlight, and purchases from the prison store—simply for speaking to each other
through their cell doors. Those subjected to these measures include Ali Omran, Husain AlBarri,

Mohammed Khatam, Ali Salman, and others in a separate cell.

1. Torture and Cruel Treatment

Bahraini authorities continue to subject detained children to torture and cruel treatment,
blatantly violating national laws and international human rights standards. On 23 October 2024,
detained minor AbdulAziz AIHammadi, informed his family during a phone call that he had been
physically abused by authorities. His case underscores the arbitrary practices inflicted on children
in detention centers, where torture is used as a tool to intimidate them and extract confessions.
He was transferred to Budaiya Police Station, where he was held in a dark, cold room for 48 hours
for interrogation. During this time, he was subjected to torture, including repeated blows to the
head. During the interrogation, he was ordered to remove his blindfold and identify individuals
in photographs. When he mistakenly looked at the interrogator, he was beaten and slapped.
Upon denying any knowledge of the individuals, he was struck again on the head and forced to
confess to knowing them under the threat of continued torture. Throughout his detention, he

was denied any contact with his family.

In another documented case, 18-year-old Fadhel Khalil Ebrahim informed his family during a
phone call that he had been subjected to physical and psychological abuse by a security officer
at Dry Dock Prison after requesting his right to visitation. This incident underscores the repressive

methods employed by Bahraini authorities within detention facilities.

On 25 September 2024, minor political prisoner Abbas Muslim AbdAli Juma fell while in the

outdoor area with fellow inmates at Dry Dock Prison, sustaining a head injury that required
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stitches and treatment at the prison clinic. This incident occurred on the same day he was
summoned for interrogation by the PPO. Abbas also reported that immediately after his arrest,

he was severely beaten on his face and eyeglasses inside the police vehicle.

Similarly, Mohammed Isa Mohammed Khatam was subjected to psychological harm through
insults and degrading remarks as punishment for "speaking loudly" - a disproportionate and
arbitrary disciplinary action, particularly against a minor under the age of 18. In addition, he and
his fellow inmates were deprived of family contact and outdoor sunlight, leaving them in total
isolation in their cells for up to a week. They were also barred from purchasing basic necessities
from the prison shop, among other violations that jeopardized their mental and physical well-

being.

2. Violation of the Right to Education

The detention of children in Bahrain has systematically deprived them of their right to education,
severely impacting their academic progress and psychological well-being. Numerous cases have
documented how detained children struggle to complete school registration due to
administrative obstacles and prolonged legal procedures, ultimately preventing them from

joining the academic year.

For example, the mother of 15-year-old child Ali Husain Matrook (15 years old) received his exam
schedule while he was still in detention, preventing him from attending school. His mother was
summoned to the Ministry of Education, where she was given two options: either withdraw Ali
from school or accept a certificate marked "deprived" with a zero average. Similarly, two children
from Karranah—17-year-old Abbas Muslim AbdAli AbdulHusain Juma and 15-year-old AbdulAziz
Husain Jaafar AlHammadi—/lost an entire semester due to their detention and now face the risk
of losing the entire academic year, a clear violation of their right to education. Additionally, 16-
year-old Husain Ali Hasan Mahdi Abbas was arrested at the start of the school year, jeopardizing

his academic future.
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Disregarding the right to education, the PPO extended the detention of four children from Sitra—
Ali Ahmed Khudair, Ali Salman Marhoon, Husain Saleh Ali AlBarri, and Mohammed Isa Khatam—
for an additional two weeks over their participation in peaceful protests. This decision not only
disrupted their academic future but also left their school seats empty at a crucial stage in their

education, depriving them of essential learning opportunities.

Similarly, Yousif Fadhel AlTooq lost an entire academic year due to his arrest, as the
administration of Dry Dock Detention Center denied him the chance to continue his education or
take exams. With no educational or recreational programs available at the detention center,
Yousif was left without any opportunity to advance his academic journey, severely impacting his

educational and professional future.

These cases are not isolated but are part of a series of violations affecting children's rights in
Bahrain, raising concerns about the authorities' respect for children's rights and the future of the

country’s younger generations.

3. Inhumane Conditions

Children in Building 17 endure harsh detention conditions that severely impact their physical and
mental health. They face a critical shortage of clean water, with the water provided being foul -
smelling and unsuitable for consumption. The quantity of water is also insufficient to meet their
basic daily needs. Alongside this, detained children suffer from poor personal hygiene, which has
contributed to the spread of skin diseases among them. The overcrowded cells exacerbate these
conditions, with eight children confined to a small cell that fails to meet their fundamental needs.
This overcrowding contributes to the deterioration of their mental and physical health, increasing

the psychological pressure they face daily and rendering their detention conditions inhumane.

On 15 October 2024, 31 minor prisoners from Building 17 at Dry Dock Prison began a hunger

strike in protest against being denied their right to communicate with their families via phone
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and video calls. This action underscores the minors’ deep frustration with the ongoing neglect of

their basic needs.

On 21 November 2024, the Dry Dock Prison administration imposed harsh punishments on five
minors detained in Cell 10 of Building 17. The measures included preventing the minors from
leaving their cell all day, denying them phone calls and outdoor sunlight, and withholding both
breakfast and lunch. The five minors affected were: Hadi Yunis, Hasan Hameed, Mohamed
Shawqi, Abdulla Abbas, and Sayed Husain Jawad. The administration did not provide any
justification for these punitive actions, which represent a clear violation of national law,
particularly the Juvenile Restorative Justice Law, as well as international standards that prohibit

arbitrary punishment.

On 23 December 2024, in peaceful protest against their conditions, detained minors covered the
surveillance cameras in their cells. Despite their repeated requests for better conditions, they
were only provided with one unclean jug of water per cell. The administration took no meaningful

action to improve the situation or provide clean water.

Among the documented cases at the Dry Dock Detention Center, Yousif Fadhel AlTooq was
deprived of clean drinking water and proper winter clothing, leaving him vulnerable to the harsh
cold. He also endured prolonged communication blackouts with his family as a form of collective

punishment, leading to extreme feelings of deprivation.

Mohammed Isa Mohammed Khatam was also deprived of his right to family visits and contact,
and he was denied access to outdoor sunlight for up to seven consecutive days. Furthermore, he
was not allowed to say a final farewell to his mother, who passed away on 10 January 2025, and
his detention continued despite his harsh humanitarian conditions. During one of his court
sessions on 12 January 2024, which coincided with the second day of his mother's mourning, he
requested permission to attend the ceremony. While the judge agreed to grant him temporary
release under the condition that he be taken to and received by the Sitra Police Station, the PPO

disregarded the judge's order and failed to complete the necessary procedures for his release.
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On 20 January 2025, multiple reports confirmed that several minors held at the juvenile facility
in Dry Dock Prison—including Ali Omran, Husain AlBarri, Mohammed Khatam, and Ali Salman—
were denied their right to contact their families, purchase essential items from the prison store,
and access outdoor recreation for up to seven days. These punitive measures were imposed
solely for "speaking loudly." The enforced isolation raised serious concerns about its impact on
their mental and physical well-being. In response, the mother of detainee Ali Omran released an

audio statement strongly condemning the harsh treatment inflicted on the minors.

Children detained in the young convicts’ prison are experiencing severe stomach pain after
consuming undercooked, inedible meals—some containing traces of blood and emitting foul
odors. Reports indicate that at least three detainees, including Sayed Mugtadha Qassim, suffered
food poisoning, with some requiring medical attention at the prison clinic. Minor detainees have
repeatedly filed complaints about the poor food quality, including three complaints within a
single week, demanding safe, nutritious, and sufficient meals, as well as a change in the food
provider and accountability for those responsible. Despite these grievances, the prison
administration has failed to take corrective action, allowing the same provider to continue

supplying meals.

Despite documented violations, the release of recordings from detained minors on social media,
and persistent efforts by their families to raise these issues with prison authorities, the situation
remained unchanged. No serious intervention was made by the authorities toimprove conditions
or provide basic necessities for prisoners, such as clean water and healthcare. This ongoing
negligence underscores a blatant disregard for the rights of detained children and highlights the

authorities' failure to meet their obligations to uphold international detention standards.

4. Prohibition of Religious Practices
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The prison administration systematically obstructs religious observances, such as the celebration
of the Prophet's birthday, imposing strict restrictions on religious practices under vague

administrative pretexts. This constitutes a clear violation of religious freedom.

In a recorded call with their families on 21 September 2024, prisoners reported being prohibited
from practicing their religious rituals under unjustified administrative pretexts, indicating a
systematic effort to suppress their fundamental rights. Those who persist in observing their
religious rituals face severe punishments, including prolonged solitary confinement, further
worsening their physical and mental suffering. Despite repeatedly submitting formal requests to
exercise their religious rights, these requests are consistently rejected without clear or legal
justification. This reflects a systematic policy by the prison administration to restrict the religious
freedoms of political prisoners. In response to this ongoing disregard for religious rights,
prisoners have resorted to protest actions, including the hunger strike initiated by minors on 15

October.

This ongoing refusal is further exacerbated by the prison's policy of randomly assigning prisoners
to cells, mixing individuals from different religious backgrounds. This deliberate arrangement
disrupts communal religious practices, making it nearly impossible for prisoners to observe their
faith collectively. By disregarding the religious needs of inmates, the administration further

restricts their ability to practice their beliefs freely.

5. Maedical Neglect

Medical neglect remains one of the most severe violations affecting children in Dry Dock Prison,
as the health conditions of several children are deliberately disregarded, exacerbating their
physical and mental suffering. This negligence extends beyond emergency health cases toinclude
chronic conditions that require ongoing care and specialized treatment - services the prison

administration consistently fails to provide.
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One documented case is that of Sadeq Ebrahim Hasan Hobail. According to available information,
Sadeq underwent surgery to remove a gland in his abdomen. Instead of receiving the necessary
post-operative care, he was transferred back to prison the following day. On 28 January, he was
scheduled for a follow-up appointment at Salmaniya Hospital. However, he was denied medical
care because the appointment coincided with his sentencing hearing, during which he was
sentenced to one year in prison. Rather than rescheduling his medical examination before the

court session, the detention center administration neglected his urgent healthcare needs.

Several child prisoners are suffering from severe pain in various parts of their bodies. One such
case is that of Ali Matrook, who endures intense tooth pain without receiving proper treatment.
Despite his condition worsening to the point of causing fainting spells due to the excruciating
pain, the authorities have only provided painkillers, neglecting to address the underlying cause,

which has led to further deterioration of his health.

In addition, minor detainees face various health problems resulting from the unhealthy
conditions of their detention. They are deprived of new and clean clothes and are not allowed to
bring in replacements or even clean garments, forcing them to wear old, worn-out clothing for
extended periods. This contributes to the spread of skin diseases, as the risk of skin infections
increases. Worse still, the prison administration fails to implement preventive measures to
protect children from contagious diseases or prevent health complications caused by ongoing
medical neglect. This starkly demonstrates a disregard for the children's right to adequate

healthcare, constituting a severe violation of their human rights.

6. Hunger Strike

Between October 2024 and January 2025, several child and young detainees in Dry Dock Prison
staged hunger strikes to protest their harsh detention conditions and demand their fundamental

rights.
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On 15 October 2024, 31 minor prisoners in Dry Dock Prison initiated a hunger strike to protest
their denial of the right to communicate with their families via regular phone calls and video calls,
as well as the restrictions placed on their ability to collectively celebrate religious occasions. This
hunger strike was a powerful expression of their frustration with the ongoing violations of their

basic rights.

On 16 December 2024, three minors, Ali Ahmed Omran (16 years old), Ali Salman, and
Mohammed Khatam - detained on political charges, launched a hunger strike after being
excluded from the royal pardon announced on 15 December. In an audio recording published on
19 December, Ali Ahmed Omran stated that he joined the hunger strike to protest his prolonged
detention without trial since his arrest. He demanded either his release or an expedited trial,
along with the consolidation of his case to allow him to resume his school education. On 22
December 2024, four children—Mohammed Khatam, Ali Ahmed Omran, Ali Salman Marhoon,
and Husain Saleh Ali AlBarri—ended their hunger strike after their trials were postponed to 11
January 2025. Their demands included the consolidation of their cases, a fair trial, or their

release.

In parallel with these hunger strikes, on 3 January 2025, political prisoner Abbas Oun began a
hunger strike at Dry Dock Prison to protest his harsh detention conditions and the denial of
medical care for his eye condition, for which he had been receiving regular treatment before his
arrest. Arrested in September 2024, Abbas was deprived of medical care for an extended period,
leading him to take this drastic step after repeated false promises of treatment. His hunger strike
was a response to both the harsh conditions he faced and the authorities' attempts to force him

into ending his initial protest.

Four political prisoners at Dry Dock Prison have declared a hunger strike, following the release of
a fifth fellow inmate who had initially joined them. The four prisoners—Husain AlSamahiji, Sayed
Qassim Sayed Ali AlAlawi, Ali AbAli AlBagali, and Ahmed AbdulHusain Shaheen - are enduring
harsh conditions, with their health deteriorating significantly. Medical tests revealed a

dangerously low blood sugar level of 2.7% after four days of the strike. Despite these serious
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health risks, they continue their hunger strike in protest against their unlawful detention,

demanding immediate release and expedited trials.

In a media interview, Hooriya AlDairi, Child Rights Commissioner at the National Institution for
Human Rights (NIHR), revealed that the institution received 49 complaints related to children's
rights between June 2023 and August 2024. These complaints covered issues of identity,
disability, health, and education, with a notable increase in cases concerning civil and political
rights. She also disclosed that five detained children had filed complaints, including requests to
ensure fair trials, reports of violations affecting their physical and psychological safety, and cases

of denied education.

Despite the classification of cases and complaints filed by detained children, the NIHR has
demonstrated a clear lack of follow-up, raising concerns that such interviews serve more as
media tactics to whitewash the state’s image rather than addressing the systemic violations. This
reflects a broader failure by state institutions to protect children's rights, leaving many issues

unresolved and unaddressed.

Urgent Recommendations:

1. Immediate and Unconditional Release of All Children Detained on Political Charges Related
to Freedom of Expression and Those Detained Based on Coerced Confessions: Authorities must
immediately release all minors detained on politically motivated charges, particularly those
related to freedom of expression, as well as those convicted of politically motivated charges
based on confessions extracted under torture. This requires transparent legal procedures and a
comprehensive review of all cases. The right of children to express their opinions is explicitly

protected under Articles 12, 13, 14, and 15 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the

Child (CRC). Additionally, the arbitrary detention and torture of children are strictly prohibited

under Article 37 of the same convention.
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2. Improving Detention Conditions: Urgent reforms are needed to improve detention conditions
for all children, whether incarcerated for political charges or non-political offenses. Their dignity,
safety, and rehabilitation must be prioritized to enable their successful reintegration into society,
asoutlined in Articles 9(3), 12(2), 19, 24, 25, 27,37, and 40 of the CRC. Juvenile detention facilities
must be adequately equipped to address the psychological and physical needs of children, with
guaranteed access to healthcare and education, which are fundamental rights under Articles 24,

28, and 29 of the CRC.

3. Enhancing Detention Conditions for Minors Imprisoned for Non-Political Offenses: Following
the release of minor political prisoners and the cessation of political arrests of children, efforts
must focus on improving the conditions for minors detained for non-political criminal offenses.
These children should be incarcerated only as a last resort and for the shortest appropriate
period. Such measures will ensure their dignity, and safety, and facilitate their rehabilitation
and reintegration as productive members of society, in line with the rights outlined in the

previous point.

4. Accountability for Violations: Those responsible for violations in detention centers, including
judges who sentenced minors based on confessions extracted under torture or in inhumane
conditions, must be held accountable. This includes judges who ordered the detention of minors
in political cases based on forced confessions extracted under torture or in inhumane conditions.
An independent investigation into documented violations should be conducted, and those

responsible must be prosecuted to ensure they do not enjoy impunity.

5. Reparations for Victims: Victims of violations during detention should receive compensation
for the harm they endured. Furthermore, all retaliatory policies that prevent victims from

continuing their education or work after their release must be abolished.
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6. Emphasizing the Protection of Children's Rights: Protecting children's rights should be a
central focus in Bahrain, with enhanced safeguards across all sectors of the judicial system. This
includes ensuring that the best interests of the child are always considered in legal proceedings

and detention conditions.

7. Role of the International Community: The international community must intensify pressure
on Bahrain to fulfill its international human rights obligations, particularly those outlined in the
CRC, which Bahrain ratified in 1992. This includes supporting independent investigations into

detention practices and violations in Bahraini prisons and ensuring justice for detained children.

8. Advocating for the Development of Restorative Justice Programs: Bahrain should be
encouraged to develop rehabilitative programs as alternatives to imprisonment, emphasizing the
reintegration of detained children rather than resorting to custodial sentences. Imprisonment
should be a measure of last resort, used only for the shortest necessary period. These programs
should focus on education, psychological support, and activities that foster the positive

reintegration of children into society.

Conclusion

Americans for Democracy & Human Rights in Bahrain (ADHRB) strongly condemns the ongoing
violations of children's rights in Bahraini detention centers and stresses the urgent need for
comprehensive reforms to protect these rights. The persistent abuses - including arbitrary
detention and cruel treatment - blatantly violate national and international standards that

Bahrain is obligated to uphold.
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ADHRB calls on the international community to uphold its responsibility in supporting Bahrain’s
compliance with its international commitments while reinforcing oversight of the human rights
situation in the country. These violations must not continue unchecked, and those responsible
must face justice. Sustained international pressure is essential to ensuring justice for detained

children and improving their detention conditions.

Bahrain must undertake fundamental judicial and legal reforms to safeguard children's rights,
end arbitrary arrests, and eliminate cruel treatment. Achieving this requires dismantling the

culture of impunity and ensuring accountability for all perpetrators.
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