Rapporteur Kaye,
ADHRB thanks you for your report and we would like to draw your a:en;on to
Bahrain, which targets and prosecutes ac;vists because of their cri;cism of the
government and its policies. Most prominently, the government arrested and
sentenced prominent human rights defender Nabeel Rajab because of tweets
cri;cal of the government, sentencing him to ﬁve years in prison. Oﬃcials also
arrested former Member of Parliament Ali Rashed AlAhseeri for twee;ng that he
would boyco: the parliamentary elec;ons held in November 2018.
Now, Bahrain has embarked on more draconian policies, amending the kingdom’s
already broad an;-terror legisla;on to allow prosecutors to charge ci;zens with
“promo;ng terrorism” simply for liking or sharing a tweet the government deems
“damages na;onal unity.” When combined with amendments to the cyber-crime
law, this gives oﬃcials broad leeway to further restrict the right to free expression.
What recommenda;ons can you make to states like Bahrain, where even twee;ng
might cons;tute a so-called terrorist oﬀense?
Rapporteur Voule, we also thank you for your report, and we would like to draw
your a:en;on to the violent raid carried out by Bahraini security forces against
peaceful protestors in Duraz two years ago, which killed ﬁve individuals.
In June 2016, the Bahraini government revoked the ci;zenship of prominent Shia
religious leader Sheikh Isa Qassim, leading his supporters to stage a mass peaceful
sit-in outside his home in Duraz. On 23 May 2017, the government a:acked the
demonstrators, killing ﬁve people and arres;ng at least 286, making it the
bloodiest security force ac;on since before 2011.
The government brought 171 individuals brought to trial, 167 of whom were
convicted in a mass trial. A number of the convicted individuals were tortured to
the point of permanent physical and psychological injuries. Rapporteur Voule,
what steps must Bahrain take to uphold the right to free assembly and
associa;on?
Thank you

