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Mr. President,

Alsalam, ADHRB and BIRD would like to call the Council’s attention to a concerning
number of states that refuse to cooperate actively with the Special Procedures of the
Human Rights Council.

For example, the Kingdom of Bahrain, has not permitted a single UN Special Procedures
mandate holder to enter the country since 2006, despite numerous and repeated
requests by a wide range of mandate holders to visit the country.Bahrain repeatedly
postponed then Special Rapporteur on Torture, Juan Mendez’s scheduled visit as to
effectively cancel it, prompting public criticism from the rapporteur himself.

Since 2011, every joint communications report released by the Special Procedures has
included new cases of human rights violations in Bahrain. Yet despite such a clear need
to address widespread and systematic abuses, Bahrain continues to deny access.

In recent years, Bahrain has ignored or rejected country visit requests from:
e SR Torture
e Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
e Working Group on Enforced Disappearances
e SR Free Assembly and Association
e SR Free Opinion and Expression
e SR Human Rights Defenders, and
e Working Group on Discrimination against Women

All of these mandates have joined communications on human rights violations in
Bahrain during this Session.

We therefore call on all states, including widespreadhuman rights violators like Bahrain,
to pro-actively, regularly and openly engage with the Special Procedures, and to extend

open invitations for all mandate holders to visit the country.

Thank you



