
HM Shaikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa  

Office of HM the King  

P.O. Box 555  

Rifa’a Palace  

Kingdom of Bahrain  

  

Brussels, 19 November 2015  

  

Your Majesty,  

  

The European Parliament is seriously concerned about the continued human rights abuses and 

limitations of freedoms suffered by the Bahraini population, peaceful civil and political society 

actors.   

The European Union has a strong stance against any kind of torture or inhuman or degrading 

treatment, as proven by the EU Council Guidelines on Torture, other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment adopted in 2001, updated in 2012. We are very concerned about the 

treatment human rights defenders and peaceful human rights activists receive in Bahrain. The case 

of Nabeel Rajab is particularly worrying. The European Parliament lastly expressed its concerns over 

the detention and treatment Mr Rajab was faced with in Bahrain with an Urgency Resolution of 9 

July 2015 in which the EP strongly objects to the detention and proceedings opened by the 

government against Nabeel Rajab as a direct reprisal for his peaceful work as a Human Rights 

Defender.   

Mr Rajab has been now released from prison, where he was serving a 6 months’ sentence for a 

tweet he wrote in September 2014. Despite his release, Mr Rajab is still subject to considerable 

limitations to his fundamental rights. He currently faces up to 10 years in prison for expressing his 

opinion through a series of tweets he wrote in 2015. He was further accused of “insulting a statutory 

body” by denouncing acts of torture in Jau prison via an opinion piece in March 2015 where he 

stated, “Prisoners have rights and prisons should be centres of rehabilitation. In Bahrain, inmates are 

punished for being inmates, and punished collectively. Torture is a crime against humanity, yet it is a 

constant feature in Jau.” From the European Parliament we strongly condemn the use of torture and 

other inhuman or degrading treatment, and deeply regret the arrest of Mr Rajab in connection with 

his criticism of torture practices.   

Since his release in July 2015, Nabeel Rajab is, once more, subject to a travel ban which greatly limits 

his freedoms and is a clear obstacle for the performance of his duties as a human rights defender. 

Mr Rajab should not be prevented from travelling if he wishes so, on a personal or professional 

basis, and we strongly oppose his travel ban.   

The international community has expressed its outcry for Mr Rajab’s case in several occasions. The 

United Nations working group on Arbitrary Detention has found the detention of Mr Rajab arbitrary 

and contrary to articles 19, 20 and 21 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and articles 9, 

paragraph 1, 14, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, both to which 

Bahrain is a party. Further, the United Nations Special rapporteurs on human rights defenders, on 

the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and on the rights to 

freedom of peaceful assembly and of association called the July 2015 release of Mr Rajab only a “half 

measure” as he is still facing charges and up to 10 years in prison, and remains subject to a travel 

ban.   

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights mentioned Human Rights violations in 

Bahrain during the opening remarks of the 29th session of the UN Human Rights Council in June 2015 

and stated that “All those detained in connection with their peaceful activities should be released” in 

Bahrain. In addition, in a statement from 5 June 2015, the office of the UN High Commission for 

http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/guidelines/torture/docs/20120626_guidelines_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/guidelines/torture/docs/20120626_guidelines_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/guidelines/torture/docs/20120626_guidelines_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/guidelines/torture/docs/20120626_guidelines_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/guidelines/torture/docs/20120626_guidelines_en.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/guidelines/torture/docs/20120626_guidelines_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0279+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0279+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0279+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0279+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0279+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0279+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/nabeel-rajab/bahrain-jaw-prison_b_6939312.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/nabeel-rajab/bahrain-jaw-prison_b_6939312.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/nabeel-rajab/bahrain-jaw-prison_b_6939312.html
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/bahrain/14301-the-un-finds-the-detention-of-nabeel-rajab-arbitrary-it-is-urgent-to
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/bahrain/14301-the-un-finds-the-detention-of-nabeel-rajab-arbitrary-it-is-urgent-to
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/bahrain/14301-the-un-finds-the-detention-of-nabeel-rajab-arbitrary-it-is-urgent-to
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/bahrain/14301-the-un-finds-the-detention-of-nabeel-rajab-arbitrary-it-is-urgent-to
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/bahrain/14301-the-un-finds-the-detention-of-nabeel-rajab-arbitrary-it-is-urgent-to
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/bahrain/14301-the-un-finds-the-detention-of-nabeel-rajab-arbitrary-it-is-urgent-to
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20999/volume-999-I-14668-English.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20999/volume-999-I-14668-English.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20999/volume-999-I-14668-English.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20999/volume-999-I-14668-English.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20999/volume-999-I-14668-English.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16245&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16245&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16245&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16245&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16074&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16074&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16074&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16074&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16074&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16074&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16043&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16043&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16043&LangID=E


Human Rights again voiced its concern for the detention and imprisonment of Nabeel Rajab, 

referring to him as “one of Bahrain’s most prominent and respected human rights defenders”.  

Freedom of expression is a universal right but in Bahrain people exercising their freedom of speech 

and association face reprisals and prosecution. The government has punished Mr Rajab on several 

occasions for his peaceful criticism and opinions. In May 2012 he served a two-year prison sentence 

as a consequence of his peaceful participation in assemblies and protests, criminalised by the 

government. Shortly after his release, and while he was conducting meetings in the European 

Parliament, Nabeel issued another tweet which cost him a 6 months sentence in prison for “insulting 

a statutory body”.   

Besides Mr Rajab, hundreds of other human rights defenders, civil and political activists, including 

children, also find themselves victims of reprisals, ill-treatment and discrimination and are serving 

prison sentences for exercising their right to freedom of expression and association. We strongly 

condemn the Bahraini government’s line of behaviour as it violates international law, and is against 

the fundamental values of the European Union, as highlighted in the Treaties and in the European 

Union guidelines on Freedom of Expression Offline and Online of 2014.  

We, as members of the European Parliament, call on the government of Bahrain to lift the travel ban 

imposed on Mr Nabeel Rajab, which severely limits his fundamental freedoms, as guaranteed under 

international law, and poses direct hurdles to his work as a human rights defender.  

We also call on the Bahraini government to drop all charges against Mr Rajab, and we condemn the 

criminalisation of dissent and free speech. We call on the government to release all human rights 

defenders, peaceful dissents and political opposition members from prison.   

We call upon His Majesty  to comply and thoroughly implement the recommendations issued by the 

Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry’s report in 2011, as well as the recommendations issued 

by the UN Human Rights Council under the Universal Period Review on Bahrain, second cycle, of 

2012, and by the European Union on the human rights situation in Bahrain. These recommendations 

entail a deep re-structuring of the promotion of human rights and freedom of speech in Bahrain, 

which need to be entrenched into the government’s actions. The government of Bahrain must abide 

by its obligations under international law, having particular regard to human rights and basic 

freedoms.   

 

Yours sincerely,  

   

Members of the European Parliament  

Alessia Maria Mosca  
Alfred Sant 
Alyn Smith 
Anna Hedh 
Ana Maria Gomes 
Anneliese Dodds 
Barbara Lochbihler  
Barbara Spinelli  
Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea 
Brando Benidei 
Bronis Ropé 
Charles Goerens  
Clare Moody  
Claude Moraes 
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Christel Schaldemose 
Demetris Papadakis  
Edouard Martin  
Elena Valenciano 
Eleonora Evi 
Emmanuel Maurel  
Enrique Guerrero Salom 
Fabio Massimo Castaldo 
Fernando Maura Barandiarán  
Goffredo Maria Bettini  
Helmut Scholz  
Ian Hudghton  
Ignazio Corrao  
Iratxe García Pérez 
Izaskun Bilbao Barandica 
Jana Žitňanská  
Javi López  
Jean Lambert  
Jens Nilsson  
Jeppe Kofod  
Jordi Sebastià 
José Bové 
Jose Ignacio Faria 
Josef Weidenholzer  
Josep-Maria Terricabras 
Jude Kirton-Darling  
Judith Sargentini 
Julie Ward  
Jytte Guteland 
Keith Taylor  
Klaus Büchner  
Kostas Chrysogonos  
Kyrkos Miltiadis 
Liisa Jaakonsaari 
Liliana Rodrigues  
Linda McAvan  
Lynn Boylan 
Luigi Morgano  
Luke Ming Flanagan 
Marc Tarabella  
Maria Arena 
Maria Noichl  
Marie-Christine Vergiat  
Mark Demaesmaeker  
Marlene Mizzi  
Martia Ulvskog 
Martina Anderson  
Miapetra Kumpula-Natri 
Michael Gahler 
Michela Giuffrida 
Monica Macovei  
Neena Gill 
Nicola Caputo 
Norbert Neuser  
Paloma Lopez Bermejo  
Patrizia Toia  
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Petras Austrevicius 
Pier Antonio Panzeri 
Ruža Tomašić 
Sergio Gutierrez Prieto  
Sofia Sakorafa  
Soledad Cabezon Ruiz  
Soraya Post  
Stelios Kouloglou 
Tanja Fajon  
Vincent Peillon  

 


