Prayer for Syria and Turkey after the earthquake		  February, 2023
Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed,
yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,”
says the LORD, who has compassion on you.  (Isaiah 54:10)
					   
1. Opening Prayer 

Psalm 130 performed by Suhair from CLC Syria. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]             

Psalm 130			
My Soul Waits for the Lord
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!
2     O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
    to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
    O Lord, who could stand?
4 But with you there is forgiveness,
    that you may be feared.
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
    and in his word I hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord
    more than watchmen for the morning,
    more than watchmen for the morning.
7 O Israel, hope in the LORD!
    For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
    and with him is plentiful redemption.
8 And he will redeem Israel
    from all his iniquities.

2. Reflection and Sharing
The drawing was made by Suzan from CLC Syria especially for this prayer. 

Suzan explains: “It is about angels’ sadness of harm around the world”.
What do you think this drawing represents, what thoughts and emotions does it evoke in you. What title would you give it?

[image: C:\Users\CA_LTD\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG-20230211-WA0007.jpg]


Mark 4:35-41  

Jesus Calms a Storm

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

Christians in Syria shared this reading on Facebook after the earthquake.
· What has touched you in the reading and/or in the Psalm?  Do you see a connection between the reading / the Psalm and the image?  
· What word /words in the Gospel is/are most important to you at the moment?

You can spend a little more time sharing the fruits of personal reflection or you can just share the key words from the gospel reading them out loud.
3. Closing prayer 

The Lord’s  Prayer in Turkish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNVCM-D9Q50
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