
 

SUSPENSION PLANNING GROUP BULLETIN NO. 7 

Week ending 1st May 2020 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTERS AND 
THE GRAND SUPERINTENDENT 

Prefaces to the last few Bulletins have spoken about Hope, Courage and finding a safe harbour. My neighbours 
have now replaced the Teddy Bears in their windows for Rainbows, a sign of hope and courage for Noah as he 

waited for the Dove. Of the sun coming out and the waters abating.  

It’s safe to say that these past few weeks have been some of the most tumultuous and emotional that any of us can 
remember in our lifetimes. But the response to this crisis has been extraordinary; as much for what it has required 

from us as for what it has revealed of us as Freemasons. 

THE WORLD HAS SHIFTED AROUND US 
And we have shaped ourselves to fit 

Far from causing division and discord, this crisis and the social distancing it has required, has allowed us to witness 
something profound and moving about ourselves: our fond and deeply felt wish to extend our bonds of friendship 

still further and become even closer to one another. 

While much remains uncertain right now, one thing is for sure: this crisis will pass. Our nation and communities 
will recover. The waters will abate and our family of Freemasonry will find that safe harbour.  

So have courage brethren. 

COURAGE MAY NOT MOVE MOUNTAINS 
But it can teach us how to climb 

R.W.Bro. Jim Steggles 
Provincial Grand Master, West Yorkshire Mark Masons 

1. COMMUNICATIONS :  
These bulle)ns are being issued at the start of each week during the current Masonic suspension and aim to 
summarise key informa)on which all members need to be aware of. 

CRAFT LODGE SECRETARIES ONLY should see that this bulle)n is circulated to all of their Lodge Members as soon 
as possible ensuring that those members without email receive a hard copy by post.  Scribes E’s, Mark Lodge 
Secretaries and RAM Lodge Scribes should only circulate the bulle)n to any members of their respec)ve Chapter/
Lodges who are NOT members of the CraK in Yorkshire West Riding. 

2. VIRTUAL PRACTICE MEETINGS 
We are aware that some Lodges are holding on-line Prac)ce mee)ngs, something which is to be encouraged.  
However, we remind everyone that those parts of the ritual which contain symbolic secrets, demonstrated or 
spoken, must not be prac)ced online as to do so is a breach of the Obliga)on taken in the First Degree. (Think 
about it). Most definitely, do not try to hold a Regular Lodge or Lodge of Instruc)on in a virtual form as these are 
“Formal Mee)ngs” subject to the suspension decrees of our Ruling Bodies.  See Q & A’s No’s, 13 and 22  CLICK 
HERE 

3. MASONIC MEAL APPEAL – YOU CAN NOW DONATE 
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This special fund-raising appeal was launched last Friday, the 1st May, and is ready 
to receive your dona)ons.  If you are one of those who’s piggy bank is overflowing 
because you’re not buying all those sumptuous Masonic meals, drinks and raffle 
)ckets, now is a good opportunity to exercise that dis)nguishing characteris)c of 
every true Freemasons heart, Charity.  All we seek is for you to donate some of 
what you would otherwise be spending on your Freemasonry to this fantas)c cause 
at a )me of great need.  The money raised will be duly applied for the benefit of 
the NHS, its Staff, Hospices, Carers and Frontline Workers. 

Dare we suggest that the expense of one typical Masonic mee)ng is between £20 
and £30 and that you donate to this appeal some or all of what you have saved.  Do 
that at least once for each of the remaining 3 months of Masonic Suspension and 
together we can help those who are helping us. Give generously but we appreciate 
that some Brethren will be experiencing financial challenges and may not be able to 
afford over generous dona)ons or any at all. Suppor)ng others is what we do 
because we are Freemasons. However, when pursuing good works, there is a need 
to bear in mind that it should be ‘without detriment to ourselves or family’.  No 
record is kept of those who donate and no cer)ficates of Patronage to be gained.  
The amount we raise will be sufficient tes)mony of the generosity of Freemasons.   

Dona)ons can be made in 3 ways by, a) Debit / Credit Card transac)on, b) Bank Transfer, c) Cheque.   CLICK HERE 
to donate or for more informa)on 

4. MASONIC LIGHT WEBINARS 
The first in a series of Masonic Light webinars will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 6th May. The )tle of the 
webinar is “An explana)on of some aspects of the First Degree”. To register for the webinar via Eventbrite 
CLICK HERE 

5. GRAND AND PROVINCIAL GRAND HONOURS 
Last Wednesday and Thursday would have been the Annual Inves)tures of United Grand Lodge and Supreme 
Grand Chapter, respec)vely.  Certain Brethren and Companions of our Province would have had the opportunity 
to agend Freemasons Hall in London and be invested with their First Appointment or Promo)on by a High Ruler.  
Unfortunately, both these occasions fell vic)m to the Masonic Suspension, but the good news is that their 
Appointments and promo)ons became effec)ve from the respec)ve days.  Click the link to see the list of CRAFT or 
CHAPTER Grand Honours recipients. 

Tomorrow, Tuesday 5th of May, would have been the Annual Mee)ng of Provincial Grand Lodge, at Harrogate, 
when Brethren appointed or promoted to Ac)ng Office and Past Provincial Ranks, would have been invested.  This 
occasion has also fallen vic)m to the Masonic Suspension but, again, the good news is that their Appointments 
and promo)ons will become effec)ve as of Tuesday.   

6. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT OUR MASONIC SUSPENSION: 
The Ques)ons and Answers document on the Crai website, with links from the Mark and Royal Arch websites, is 
being regularly updated. As more ques)ons are asked and more informa)on is received from Grand Lodge at 
Great Queen Street and from Mark Masons Hall at St James’, the content may be added to or amended, CLICK 
HERE to keep looking.  If you have unanswered ques)ons to raise or need any assistance with documenta)on 
which has been circulated to you, please contact: advice@wrprovince.co.uk or ProvGSec@westyorksmark.org.uk	 
 

     David S Prag                                         Stewart G Carley                            James Steggles 
     Provincial Grand Master                     Grand Superintendent                  Provincial Grand Master 
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PROVINCIAL WEBSITES 
Keep looking at your Provincial websites shown below, also look at the websites of other Orders of 
which you may be a member, we do not have space for everything on these bulle)ns and other things 
may be happening. 

Website Details 
 CraK  www.wrprovince.org.uk    Royal Arch  www.pgc-ywr.org     Mark  www.westyorksmark.co.uk   

LAST WEEK DID YOU SEE ACROSS OUR VARIOUS WEBSITES 

• The Provincial Grand Master R.W.Bro. David S Prag’s special Video Message on Wednesday CLICK HERE 
• The Masonic Meal Appeal Launch on Friday CLICK HERE 
• The Provincial Grand Master R.W.Bro. Jim Steggles’ Annual Address to Mark Master Masons CLICK HERE 
• The latest quarterly “Marking Well” Newsleger including the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust plus the MBF 

combine good news for the Mark CLICK HERE 
• bUGLE UGLE/MCF Regional Comms Groups and Covid-19 CLICK HERE 
• The lists of Appointments and Promo)ons in Grand Rank this year of Brethren and Companions from 

this Province Click the link to see the list of CRAFT or CHAPTER Grand Honours recipients. 
• MCF documents on the Covid 19 Fund and Match Funding CLICK HERE 
• The ‘scrubs’ ar)cle - Volunteers needed! CLICK HERE 
• The update to the MCF Covid19 response CLICK HERE 
• The ‘Economist’ ar)cle praising Freemasonry CLICK HERE 

THIS WEEK ACROSS OUR VARIOUS WEBSITES LOOK OUT FOR 

• The list of Appointments and Promo)ons in Provincial Grand Lodge. 
• Updates on the Masonic Meal Appeal 

DO YOU HAVE A GOOD NEWS STORY?  WHY NOT SHARE IT WITH YOUR BRETHREN ON THE WEBSITE 
What are you, your Lodge, Chapter or Other Order doing during this suspension of mee)ngs?  Maybe you 
are on the frontline, if you are, we are interested to know what its like. Maybe you are helping the 
community or have found a way to make ‘Lock-down’ bearable. Maybe you just have an interes)ng or 
amusing story to tell.  If you are willing to share it, contact W.Bro. David Simister at david@differentpr.co.uk 
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West Riding Masonic ChariZes Limited 
Your Charity working in the Community 

Update - Two PGM’s Fund minor grants of £3000 each were awarded to Swinnow Community Centre providing 
hot food and sandwiches to 200 local children and 100 elderly every day and Homeless Street Angels providing 
support for the homeless with hot food, clean clothes and toiletries.  
CLICK HERE To see more about the ac)vi)es of WRMCL 

WRMCL Care and Support officers are working to maintain contact with beneficiaries, Widows and Brethren in 
conjunc)on with, and through Lodge Almoners, making full use of telephone, email, and conference calls.   For 
help from our Care and Support Officers contact your CHOICES Area Almoner or ring the confiden)al help line 
on 03449 020220. 

Help us to iden)fy NEEDS before they become NECESSITIES. 

https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/wrmcl.html
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/wrmcl.html
http://www.wrprovince.org.uk
http://www.pgc-ywr.org
http://www.westyorksmark.co.uk
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/pgms-message.html
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/help-the-carers.html
https://new.westyorksmark.co.uk/2020/04/pgms-virtual-address-2020/
https://new.westyorksmark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Newsletter-Issue-12.pdf
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/ugle-covid.html
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/grand-rank.html
https://pgc-ywr.org/sgc-honours-2020-2
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/mcf-covid.html
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/scrubbers-needed.html
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/covid-19-response.html
https://www.wrprovince.org.uk/good-news/the-economist-article-out-of-the-shadows-the-freemasons-want-to-be-known-for-hand-wash-not-handshakes
mailto:david@differentpr.co.uk

