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2018  -  A Very Good Year 

Firstly, may I wish you all a very happy, prosperous, but above all a healthy and successful New 

Year. We have much to look forward to in 2018 and I would like to share some of the year’s 

events with you. 

On 29
th

 May the Province will Consecrate its first new Royal Ark  

Mariner Lodge since 2009 when, at Morley Masonic Hall, we will  

Consecrate the Rugby Football Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners, 

a.ached to the Rugby Football Mark Lodge No 1965 in East  

Lancashire. 

On 21
st

 June we will be Dedica4ng a new Provincial Banner at an  

Especial Mee4ng of Britannia Lodge of Mark Master Masons No 53 at 

Tapton Hall  and on 25
th

 September Welcome Lodge of Royal Ark 

Mariners No 651 will celebrate its Centenary in Rotherham. 

All the above events will be conducted with the new Provincial Team, 

which will have been appointed at our Annual Provincial Mee$ng at 

Bradford Grammar School on 7
th

 April. The Cleeves and Whitehead 

Trust will hold two Almoners Luncheons on 9
th

 April and 5
th

 November and its Annual Holiday, 

this year to Lytham St Annes, will take place from 1
st

 to 7
th

 July. Our Provincial Grand Royal Ark 

Mariner Assembly will be held at Tapton Hall on 6
th

 October and we will round off the year 

with our Annual Carol Service at Brighouse on 9
th

 December. 

Social Events during the year will include a Summer BBQ on 5
th

 August and a Christmas Ball on 

1
st

 December. Also a Concert at Greenhead Masonic Hall on 29
th

 September and two  

Neil Diamond Tribute Concerts at Pontefract on 27
th

 October and 3
rd

 November. Several Social 

events will also be organised by the Installed Masters Associa4ons. The MBF 150
th

 Anniversary 

Fes$val will be held at Lincolnshire Showground on 7
th

 July and our own Fes4val events this 

year will include the 2
nd

 Northern Masonic Variety Show at Bradford Grammar School on 14
th

 

April and a Barge Pull (41 miles from Barnoldswick to Leeds) between the 2nd  and 10th May. 

More informa4on on all these Fes4val events is available on the Provincial website. So as you 

can see, it’s going to be a very busy, but I am sure a very good and enjoyable year, with  

something for everyone. Please share as much of it with us as you can, because enjoyment is 

what our Orders are all about. 

I now look forward to seeing you at the above events and in your Lodges throughout the year, 

but in the mean4me my kindest regards and very best wishes to you all for 2018. 

God Bless you all - and Mark Well 

Jim Steggles 
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Aries Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 669 Centenary Mee$ng, Saturday 16
th

 December 2017 

AAer days of snow, sleet and ice, the morning of Saturday 16
th

 December blossomed with blue skies and wonderful  

sunshine as 73 brethren sojourned to the Midland Hotel, Forster Square, Bradford for this special mee4ng. The  

preliminary business of their regular scroll night was soon dealt with and Senior Warden, Worshipful Brother John Brooke was  

elected as Master elect for the ensuing year; the Treasurer was also confirmed. 

Upon a report, the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother John Vause was admi.ed soon to be followed by 

the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother James Steggles G.M.R.A.C. accompanied by the  

Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Worshipful Brother Alan Oldfield, the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Worshipful Brother Trevor 

Bolton. Past Provincial Grand Masters, Right Worshipful Brothers Philip Birch, Brian Ba.y and James Truswell. Past Deputy Provincial 

Grand Masters, Very Worshipful Brothers Robert Corfield and Richard Pu.rell and Past Assistant Provincial Grand Masters Very 

Worshipful Brother John Clough and Worshipful Brother Dr.Rod Taylor accompanied by an escort of Provincial Grand Lodge Officers. 

 

 

 

 

The Worshipful Master, Worshipful Brother Jason Cunningham, welcomed R.W.Bro.Jim and offered him the gavel which he  

accepted. He immediately installed W Bro John Marrison as Senior Warden, W Bro Edward Wilkinson as Junior  Warden, W Bro Mark 

Holland as Inner Guard and W Bro Barry Massam as Tyler. He also appointed W Bro Paul Bowen, the Provincial Grand Organist of 

East Lancashire Province as Ac4ng Provincial Grand Organist. Saluta4ons were then given aAer which the brethren were allowed to 

rest their aching hands. Smiles abounded when W Bro John Clough responded on behalf of the “ Gruesome Twosome “. 

The Provincial Grand Master then addressed all the brethren assembled and explained what an important day it was, in the history 

of Mark Masonry in general and Aries Lodge no 669 in par4cular, for a Lodge to celebrate their Centenary. He remarked about the 

splendid loca4on and the history that the hotel itself held. The famous people that had passed through its doors like Laurel and  

Hardy, and now they were having to put up with the likes of W Bro’s Andrew Jagger and Michael Holgate otherwise known as  

‘Hinge and Bracket’  

W Bro Michael Holgate then presented a synopsis of the history of the Lodge of which the following is an abbreviated extract; In the 

chaos and upheaval of the First World War men looked to tradi4onal ins4tu4ons for some stability and security. So Freemasonry, 

and its many Orders and Degrees, experienced great popularity in these darkest of days. Indeed, no less than nine Mark Lodges 

were consecrated, between 1914 and 1924, here in West Yorkshire. One being Aries, sponsored by Old York Lodge TI, and it took 

just six months, from the first planning mee4ng, for it to be consecrated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro Fred Cleeves, generously donated our magnificent banner. And, 92 years later, in an equally 

generous gesture W.Bro.David Cordell had it refurbished and framed for its re-dedica4on. In 1928 Aries moved to the Connaught 

Rooms, Manningham Lane and the Lodge prospered advancing eighty-four candidates  

between 1920 and 1938, by 1946, membership stood at sixty and they formed a daughter Lodge, White Rose, Sadly the good 4mes 

weren’t to last and in the 1980s and ‘90s Aries struggled, a good a.endance for Aries in the 1990s being fiAeen. Everything was tried 

to rejuvenate the Lodge, but eventually the brethren decided to move to Spring Bank Place hoping a different venue would change 

their fortunes. 

Sadly, candidates s4ll couldn’t be recruited and the future of the Lodge was finally put to a vote to hand in the Warrant which was 

rejected. The decision was made to take a leap of faith and become a travelling Lodge, holding mee4ngs on the same night as any 

other Mark Lodge that would have us. We became, as W Bro Osbaldiston said, a Cuckoo Lodge. 

Aries leA Spring Bank Place, on 16th September 2002, the ‘old Aries’ was leA behind; the sixteen remaining brethren emerged into a 

brave, if scary, new Masonic world with R.W.Bro Ba.y, R.W.Bro Emme., V.W.Bro Addy and R.W.Bro Steggles fully suppor4ng our 

enterprising new existence. During the next two years Aries travelled around the Province, with our regalia and Lodge furniture, 

mee4ng under a blanket dispensa4on. Mee4ngs in front rooms, one at Paul Osbaldiston’s house where I remember the fes4ve 

board consisted of exceedingly good home made cakes and single malt. When the Lodge was back in a strong posi4on we se.led 

here at the Midland Hotel in 2005 and haven’t looked back since.  

 

 



This year, armed with another blanket Dispensa4on, the Brethren embarked on the Grand Centenary Tour  

travelling once more round those Lodges which had charitably supported us in the past ending up celebra4ng this  

centenary year with no less than eleven mee4ngs. 

So Aries has completed 100 years of con4nuous working , an amazing achievement considering all the difficul4es,  

par4cularly all those members, past and present, who have lived the principles of Mark Masonry and helped and  

supported each other, their dependents, and all those deserving causes inside and outside the Order. The real  

achievement must be the work of brethren like Clifford Kershaw and his amazing efforts for the chari4es; for brethren 

like Dr Bill McRoberts whose care for dependents became the exemplar for the modern-day Lodge Almoner, for  

brethren like Lesley Beswick for ritualis4c excellence, for brethren like John Ellis for his perseverance keeping the Lodge 

going. The list goes on and on, and I’m proud to say all this exemplary prac4se is reflected in our current members  

today the journey Aries has taken reflects the teachings of our Order, as the craAsman was enterprising and visionary in 

his work, so the brethren demonstrated remarkable resilience and innova4on in hoping for brighter prospects, under all 

the frowns of fortune they encountered, to keep the Lodge and all its good works going. These characteris4cs shaped 

Aries Lodge and, it is hoped, will serve brethren in the future, just as well, to guarantee their con4nuing success. 

 

Brother Warren Marsden, the Provincial Deputy Grand Secretary, then read the Centenary Warrant, aAer which it was 

presented by the Provincial Grand Master to the care of the W Bro Jason for him to see that it transmi.ed to his  

successor; Centenary Jewels were then presented to Lodge members present. On returning to his chair R.W.Bro. Jim 

drew a.en4on to-the sun shining through the window cas4ng a rainbow on the volume of the sacred law on the dais, 

very symbolic and poignant under the circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. W. Bro. Edward Patnick then presented a most interes4ng and informa4ve Ora4on which was applauded by the 

brethren on his conclusion, an extract can be found on the next page. 

 

The Worshipful Master, W. Bro. Jason J Cunningham then presented Centenary Jewels to The Provincial Grand Master 

and W Bro. John Vause the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies as mementoes of this historic occasion for Aries 

Lodge . The Provincial Grand Master responded by thanking the W.M. saying that he would treasure the jewel and that 

he would wear it on all occasions whenever he visited Aries Lodge. 

 

The P.G.M., R.W.Bro. Jim then explained and presented Grand Lodge cer4ficates to two of the Brethren who had been 

Advanced during the ‘ tour year’, Bro. Kenneth Wilson and Bro. Benjamin Simmons both of whom have their Fathers as 

members of the Lodge, as does the Worshipful Master, W.Bro. Jason Cunningham, this is the Masonic home in the 

Province of the Lewis. Dona4ons, including the raffle, amounted to over £1,000.00 and now qualifies Aries Lodge as a 

Grand Patron. 

 

At the subsequent Fes4ve board, the Toast to the Lodge was proposed by R.W.Bro. Jim who reminded all of the day of 

the consecra4on, freezing temperatures, heavy snow and very few cars around. Nonetheless , twenty two Founders 

a.ended to join the Deputy Grand Master and his team, and Aries Lodge of M.M.M. became the 22
nd

 Mark Lodge in the 

Province. At the outset it had six mee4ngs per year and subs. were fiAeen shillings, 75p in new money, which included 

Tea. 

 

He referred to the fact that the Lodge has endured all the traumas that have affected the Country since it’s incep4on; 

even through the influence of W. Bro’s Holgate and Jagger. It has con4nued, throughout the past 100 years, to work the 

Mark Degree with pride, a testament to the work begun by it’s Founders. The commitment by all has been outstanding, 

laying a firm founda4on for the next 100 years, and he was proud to be an Honorary member of the Lodge and proud 

to propose the Toast to Aries Lodge of M.M.M. No.669. W.Bro. Jason responded appropriately on behalf of the Lodge. 

A very enjoyable day for all and here’s hoping it will be repeated again in another 100 year when some of us may be 

present!!! 

 

 



 An extract from the ora$on given by V.W.Bro. Edward Patnick, Prov. G. Chaplain at the centenary mee$ng of Aries 

Lodge of M.M.M. No 669 

This is the second 4me I have given an Ora4on at this Lodge. The first one was in 2010. As an entertainer once said, 

“seven years is a long 4me between engagements”,it  was my first as the Provincial Chaplain. One hundred years is 

beyond the age of most people; the bible does state that a man life is, “three score years and ten”, though it also says 

some Righteous persons, such as Moses, may live to be one hundred and twenty years old. Jewish People, at a funeral, 

wish the mourners, “Life Life”. Some even add,” may you live to be 120”. My mother used to add, “And three months”. 

I did ask way she added the three month, her reply was, “I don’t want them to have a sudden death”. The main  

criterion to be a Freemason is a belief in a Supreme Being. The major religions of the world Judaism, Chris4an and 

Muslim were all formed by descendants who followed the Abrahamic beliefs. Each of these religions believe we were 

created in the image of our Maker, though there are many different sects within each of our religions.  

 

Today we celebrate the Centenary of Aries Mark Lodge. This is a landmark an outstanding achievement and all the 

members here today are to be congratulated on this Centenary, because without new advancement ceremonies the 

membership declines. It’s a duty for everyone, in our wonderful and friendly Order, to make sure we survive by  

bringing in new masons. This needs dedica4on by everyone, to make sure candidates enjoy their first experience and  

con4nue to feel welcome at every mee4ng. This takes dedica4on, commitment and behaving correctly by each and 

every one involved in Masonry so that others, especially new members, my follow our example. 

 

I was surprised to see in a draA copy of your excellent History by W. Bro. Michael Holgate, that the name Aries was  

decided by a small majority, of two, over the name Shamir. Shamir refers to a wormlike creature associated with King 

Solomon at the 4me of the building of the First Temple, because it was forbidden to use iron tools. It is said that, 

“neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron was heard in the Temple while it was being built”. These implements 

had to be made of red hot iron for which a blacksmith, of course, needs Tongs to hold them. The first such Tongs were 

provided by G-d at the same 4me as the Shamir. The Shamir had the power to eat through stones. The Temple builders 

drew lines on the stones and placed the 4ny creature on them and they ate through the rock, leaving the stones finely 

hewn without using iron. When the First Temple was destroyed this unique species, which was created at the same 

4me as the world, was lost. Our sages tell us, “that iron shortens man’s life, the Temple prolongs it”. I was amazed that 

these two names considered were so closely associated to one another. 

I hope and pray that this lodge con4nues un4l 4me with us shall be no more. 

 

Prac$ce Charity 

 

 

One of the Grand Principles of Freemasonry is Charity; but do we Prac4ce it? 

 

There are two types of charity the first is to give money to the poor! 

 

The second is a general act of Kindness to someone in need. 

 

The second can be considered actually to have an advantage over a financial dona4on since this is done with one’s 

body. Money is given to the poor to alleviate poverty, but we also acknowledge that G-d was the Source of that income 

plus our success in the first place, thus we are partners with G-d in our charitable endeavours. Another form of charity 

can be lending someone money in order to start a business. In many ways that is be.er than outright charity as the  

recipient maintains greater dignity. 

 

Kindness however can be given to the rich as well as the poor and this takes our 4me and own physical effort to  

prac4ce it.  A kind word, a gentle smile, can be considered an act of charity. Charity can also preserve life. When  

Abraham met Shem he asked him, “What kept you alive during the Flood”? His reply was, “Our charity to the animals”. 

Abraham realized how important charity was par4cularly to people. 

 

May we all con4nue to Prac4ce Charity in both forms for many more years to come? 



West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Fes$val 2023. 

A message from Very Worshipful Brother Richard Pu9rell, Chairman of the Fes$val Commi9ee. 

 

Many thanks to you all for suppor4ng the West Yorkshire MBF Fes4val so far, an excellent start, now well into its  

second year. Let’s try to keep the momentum going, aAer all, it’s all for a great cause. Helping our own Brethren in  

conjunc4on with the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, plus the na4onal projects of which you have already heard about. 

The next major event is the 2
nd

 Northern Variety Show to be held on 14th April. Details are on the web site and with 

your Fes4val/Charity Rep. Visitors from Grand Lodge! Word is geSng out, so please book your 4ckets early to ensure 

that it is more successful than last 4me. Associated with this Provincial wide Masonic event is the Grand Raffle with 

some amazing prizes, please see the separate prize list. All proceeds from the raffle and from the show will be for our 

Mark Fes$val 

The raffle and the show are both fully supported by R.W.Bro James Steggles, the CraA P.G.M., R.W.Bro. David S Pra. 

and RIII Comp.David Cordell (Allied & RSM), full details are on the Mark Provincial web site. R.W.Bro. David S Pra. has 

agreed that Raffle 4ckets can be sold in all CraA Lodges in the Province. He has asked however, that this be done by 

Mark Brethren at the Fes4ve Board in their CraA Lodges, rather than sending 4ckets to the CraA Lodges direct. 

 

Booklets of 4ckets are with your Fes4val Reps. Please help them and support them to promote 4cket sales in your  

respec4ve Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Lodges. Just as importantly, in view of R.W.Bro David Pra.’s comments, I would 

ask you to take 4ckets and promote them in your CraA Lodges. If no one approaches you, then ask your Provincial  

Charity Representa4ve for some 4ckets to sell. 

 

Having dipped your toes into the Variety Show pool, how about dipping your toes into the Leeds to Liverpool Canal? 

Come along and join us in the Barge Pull event. Lodge teams or individuals, all welcome. Details to be released in  

February. As with the MBF walk last year, giving will be online through MyDonate. If the thought of pulling a barge  

excites you, tell everyone, if the thought of geSng wet doesn’t, then tell V.W.Bro.John Clough. 

 

Remember, the Fes4val Commi.ee members are here to help you raise funds for the Province and for your Lodges. 

 

A list of Raffle Prizes may be found on page 8. 

 

All aboard for the journey of a life$me with the 'Mark Mariner' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come together for an unforge.able adventure of discovery on the Leeds Liverpool Canal commencing at Barnolsdwick 

on the 2nd May and ending, all being well 4des and tempestuous seas permiSng, at Granary Wharf in Leeds on the 10
th

 

May. Marvel at the breathtaking vistas en route such as that of Bingley 5 rise Locks and the s4mula4ng experience of 

the crea4on of Sir Titus Salt, Saltaire and bring a water proof. 

This innova4ve project, the brain child of W.Bro.Michael Brearley and V.W.Bro.John Fred Clough, is another major  

fundraising event for the West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Fes4val 2023.The Boat is a 47 foot narrow boat called 

'Cray', to be renamed for this voyage as the 'Mark Mariner', which will commence the journey in Barnoldswick and  

finish in the centre of Leeds. The distance is 41 miles and there are 44 locks, however the engine would have to be used 

to go through locks and pass moored boats, mostly at Canal & River Trust Permanent Moorings. 

The intended i4nerary is as follows; 

Wednesday 2nd May,3 Locks then commence boat pull from bo.om Greenberfield Lock. Overnight at top of Bank  

Newton Locks, pulling distance 4 miles. 

 



Thursday 3rd May, go through 6 locks before commencing Boat pull. Overnight in Gargrave, pulling distance 2 miles. 

Friday 4th May, Boat pull to Skipton . Overnight at Pennine Cruisers, pulling distance 4 miles or outside Copper Dragon 

Brewery, Snaygill, pulling distance 5 miles. 

Saturday 5th May,  Boat pull to Silsden, 5 miles from Snaygill or 6 miles from Skipton. No locks on this stretch, overnight 

in Silsden.  

Sunday 6th May, Boat pull to top of Bingley 5 rise locks. moor overnight, pulling distance 7 miles. 

Monday 7th May, 11 locks on this stretch, pulling distance 2 miles, overnight in Shipley. 

 

Tuesday 8th May, pull to Rodley, overnight stay, pulling distance 5 miles. 

 

Wednesday 9th May, boat pull to Armley, passing Kirkstall Abbey. Moor overnight, pulling distance 4 miles. 

 

Thursday 10th May, boat pull to Granary Wharf Leeds. pulling distance 2 miles. Project completed. 

 

This will require the involvement of some 18 teams consis4ng of between 4 and 6 people plus some supporters to assist 

in transport. Time now for all Lodges to consider how they wish to become involved, most certainly Lodges will consider 

joining together to share the load and W.Bro. Edward Wilkinson, the present Provincial Grand Junior Warden has 

agreed to be the organiser to whom all queries should be addressed. E-mail, edward.wilkinson1959@sky.com tel. no. 

07833059588 It will help him if he is given an indica4on of available/preferred dates, 4mes viz. all day or a.m./p.m. 

Once these have been established a detailed plan of rendezvous and transport requirements will be prepared. 

 

The more percep4ve of you will have no4ced that one of the overnight stops is at the Copper Brewery and this would 

seem a perfect place for some of us to join the pullers for a well earned beer. Other events are to be scheduled  

en route, a barbecue etc. of which more detail will be available shortly. A sponsorship form will be available and details 

of on line giving via a new Web portal. All should be confirmed early February. I am sure that many of you, like me, will 

see this as an interes4ng and exci4ng prospect, make sure you avail yourself of a spot! 

 

 

Second Northern Masonic Variety Show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Northern Masonic Variety Show, to be held at Bradford Grammar School on 14th April 2018, will be  

a.ended by the Mark Pro Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Raymond John Smith, the Deputy Grand  

Master,  Right Worshipful Brother John Herbert Prizeman and the Assistant Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother  

Stephen Davison. 

 

Iif you are thinking that you recognise those names you would be quite correct, because they are the Brethren we  

propose in the ‘Toast to Grand Lodge’  at every Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Lodge mee4ng. The Grand Secretary, Right 

Worshipful Brother Ryan Williams will also be a.ending, so there will be a ‘Full House’ from the very top of Mark  

Masonry at the Variety Show. The Assistant Grand Master in the CraA, Right Worshipful Brother Sir David Woo.on will 

also be there, along with many other local dignitaries. 

 

The Show itself has a fully Professional cast from across the entertainment spectrum and is being produced and  

compered by Freddie ‘Parrot-Face’ Davies. Proceeds on this occasion will all go to the West Yorkshire 2023 Mark  

Benevolent Fund Fes$val, so it’s also for an excellent cause. More informa4on on the Show and how to book your seats 

(and accommoda4on if required) is contained on the web site. Seats are selling fast, so please support the Provincial 

Grand Master and the Fes4val by booking early, our Mark Grand Lodge Rulers have already done so! 

 



Want another luverley way to spend an Evening 

 

Nothing be.er than in the company of Fellow Mark Master Masons. Well , there is, the Ancient and  

Honourable Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariner. 

 

First and foremost it is only available to Mark Master Masons. It is an ancient Fraternity, first worked in the 

18
th

 Century and further develops the Ini4atory Rite, that of a new start or outlook upon life. It is based upon 

the story, known to all, of Noah building the Ark for the preserva4on of mankind from the Great Flood. The 

ceremony is different, s4mula4ng and rewarding, and you are amongst Mark friends. 

There are 21 Royal Ark Mariner Lodges in West Yorkshire Province, their names are given on the front page of 

the News Le.er, and each is’ moored’ to a Mark Lodge and bears its number and usually the same name;  

they meet 3 or 4 4mes a year. One of these is the Carl Whitehead Lodge No.110 of Installed Commanders and 

it is moored to the Integrity Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 110, but does not share the name; it is  the 

largest Lodge in the Fraternity with over 150 members..  

Most of you who have not taken this step will have seen the Rainbow Jewels and the Rainbow Collarets worn 

by Holders of Royal Ark Mariner Grand and Provincial Grand Rank; any one of them will be delighted to  

answer any ques4ons you may have. 

One thing you can be assured of, you will enjoy their company, you already do!! But consider a Lodge away 

from your Mark Lodge, expand knowledge and Masonic Friendship, you will not be disappointed, believe me.  

I have a.ached two ar4cles rela4ng to mee4ngs of the Fraternity which give a true insight into this wonderful 

brotherhood.  

 

 

The Carl Whitehead Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No. 110 

 

The half yearly mee4ng of the Lodge was held at Tapton Hall on Saturday, 7th October, this mee4ng also 

hosts the Annual Provincial Mee4ng of the Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners in the Province of West Yorkshire. 

Accordingly, upon a report, the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother James 

Stegles G.M.R.A.C. was admi.ed, escorted by his team of Provincial Grand Lodge Officers, and accepted the 

sceptre, much to the relief of W. Bro. Andrew. The Provincial Officers then took Post and the Annual Mee4ng 

was officially opened. The Provincial Grand Master then made appointments to Provincial Royal Ark Mariner 

Grand Rank for the following Worshipful Brethren;  

 

A.C.M.N.Young  Abbey, 768   P. Oldfield  Dewsbury, 641 

J.RTolson  Portal, 127  G.A. Cooper Bronte,  535 

M Prodywus  St Hiev,1079   A Crusher Claro, 525 

M Nowell  Pontefract, 878  S Jobling Thorne, 1004 

P.R. Guest   Abbey, 768  P.E. Varley Wentworth , 53 

C Hawkins  Caldene, 501  D  Bacon Welcome, 651 

N.R.S. Rowland  Hipperholme, 715 S.N. Wood Truth, 137 

 

R.W.Bro.Steggles then announced that, at the forthcoming Grand Assembly of the Fraternity Royal Ark  

Mariners to be held in London on the 12
th

 December the following Brethren from the Province will receive 

preferment to Royal Ark Mariner Grand rank; 

 

W.Bro.R.I.Holmes, Truth Lodge No.137 

W.Bro.D.A.Taylor, Dewsbury Lodge No.641, 

W.Bro.P.Brindley, Portal Lodge No.127. 

W.Bro.T.A.T.Gatherum, Pudsy Lodge No. 658, 

W.Bro.J.Whitworth, Pontefract lodge No. 878, 

 

 



 

The remaining business was then back in the hands of the W. Bro. Andrew, the main item being the  

Declara4on of Worshipful Brother John English as the Commander for the ensuing year. No doubt that he will 

be looking forward to his year in office as will we, seafaring stories will abound. Hearty Gree4ngs were then 

called, that from the P.Dep.P.G.M.’s being from,’ the Awesome Foursome’, that from the P.Asst.P.G.M.’s, 

‘from the ‘Gruesome twosome’ When the re4ring procession was being formed under the direc4on of W, 

Bro.John, he used the same terms but when it came to P.Prov.G.M, R.W.Bro. James Benne. Truswell, he 

came forward mu.ering, ’and the winsome onesome’, it could only happen in the Fraternity of R.A.M. or the 

Mark Degree. 

 

MyDonate, a new way to give to the Fes$val 

 

I’m willing to bet you all bought a present on line for somebody this Christmas. Online UK retail sales hit £133 billion in 

2016, up 16% on the previous year. It’s probably no surprise then, that online giving is also on the increase, accoun4ng 

for 26% of all UK dona4ons in the same year.In fact, 17% of all dona4ons in that period were made on a mobile device 

of some kind. 

Excited by this opportunity, your charity, The Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, now has a giving portal on one of the UK’s 

leading not-for-profit online giving sites, MyDonate. This was established in 2011 by BT as part of their culture of  

corporate responsibility and does not take a cut or charge the charity a usage fee. Dona4ons are held in trust and paid 

weekly to the charity, GiA Aid is claimed on the charity’s behalf and paid monthly. And all this is administered by the 

Cleeves and Whitehead Trust with individual giving recorded. 

Our new page can be reached online at support.westyorksmark.co.uk, please have a look.  You will be hearing more 

about it in the coming months. 

 

 

Second Northern variety Show- Raffle Prizes 

Two Return flights with Jet 2 to any European Des4na4on from Leeds/ Bradford 

•Auc4oneer for a Day with Gary Don 

•Family Table for 8, Sunday with Santa 2018, at Midland Hotel, Bradford 

•Dinner B&B for 2 at the Rendezvous Hotel in Skipton 

•Dinner B&B for 2 at the Leeds City Hilton Hotel 

•12 Bo.le case of wine 

•Day at a Recording Studio in Manchester 

•E Lancs Provincial Social Cabaret Night in Bolton + B&B for 4 (courtesy E Lancs PGM) 

•Voucher from Farmer Copley 

•Bo.le of Whiskey (£50) 

•White Chefs Jacket signed by Brian Turner 

•Billy Pearce DVD, signed 

•Subscrip4on to Yorkshire Society for 1 Year 

•Signed Yorkshire Books (Separately) 

•Digging in the Dark 

•S Yorkshire Mining Villages 

•Lost to the Sea 



 Short on numbers but rich in talent at Fearnley R.A.M. No.58 

The Installa4on Mee4ng of the Fearnley Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners was held at the Masonic Hall,  

Southwood, Halifax on Wednesday, 15
th

 November. Whilst numbers were somewhat lower than one would have  

expected, apparently many of the Crew on leave, Quality, not Quan4ty was the order of the day and all assembled on 

the fore deck to be welcomed by the Skipper, Worshipful Brother Stephen Bray, the Commander.  

The Principal Guest was the Admiral of the Fleet, the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother,  

James Steggles, G.M.R.A.C.. The gangplank was raised and the good ship Fearnley RAM set sail in calm waters. Next was 

the presenta4on of a Grand Lodge Cer4ficate to Brother Malcolm Harrison by R.W.Bro.Jim,  

unsurprisingly executed with style and panache, Bro. Malcolm will not forget this night. A ballot was then taken for a 

new member, Worshipful Brother Mar4n Longbo.om, the Son in Law of our Past, and universally lamented, Provincial 

Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Bram Morley, he will be watching with delight as the Fraternity was his favourite Order; the 

ceremony will take place at the June mee4ng when the Fearnley Frigate will once again return to Port, one to put in 

your diaries, it’s in mine!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So much done, and now the Installa4on of Worshipful Brother Lance Milburn, Commander in 2002/3, as  

Commander again, an honour that he was eagerly an4cipa4ng. W.Bro.Stephen, ably assisted by the Director of  

Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother John Madigan, he was kept very ac4ve including the explana4on of the working tools, 

successfully despatched the task in quick 4me and W.Bro.Lance was, back on the Bridge. 

Events now moved to closure, but not before W.Bro.Sam Kilburn announced that he had just celebrated his  

ninety-fourth birthday and would every one join for a drink, in the wardroom, aAer the mee4ng, resounding support for 

the proposal and also best wishes to W.Bro.Sam who looks no older than I, despite the twenty year gap. 

All then adjourned, Fearnley take high tea, very enjoyable Gammon with the trimmings, and you arrive at 5.45, the 

mee4ng then commences at 6.45, very civilised, The Toast to the P.G.M. was in the hands of W.Bro.Lance who praised 

R.W.Bro.Jim for his leadership and par4cularly the warm atmosphere that he engenders when visi4ng our Lodges,  

absolutely true. Responding, R.W.Bro.Jim thanked him for his very kind comments whilst at the same 4me having 

doubts about his percep4on, that is our modest PGM, no Boss he got it dead right.. He commented that it was pleasing 

to see W.Bro.Mar4n joining the fraternity and he added special thanks to W.Bro.Richard Pu.rell for all his good work 

for the Province and all that was now to come in his Role as Chairman of the 2023 Fes4val Commi.ee; in that regard 

the Walk earlier the year had raised £45,000 for the W.Y.M.B.F.F. 2023,the total for the MBF, £438,000. 

The visitors toast was sincerely delivered by W.Bro.John Dennison, Junior Warden and acknowledged by W.Bro.Edward 

Wilkinson,Prov.G.J.W. who praised all who had contributed to a splendid ceremony, most notably W.Bro.Stephen and 

W.Bro.Richard for their clear and precise enuncia4on? He concluded by saying that it had been an excellent evening of 

Ea$ng, Gree$ng and Mee$ng. 

No more to say, all embarked for the homeward journey. Smile, be happy and enjoy you Royal Ark Mariner Masonry. 

 

Note from the Editor 

 

My grateful thanks again go to the following without whom this would not have been possible; W.Bro. Stuart Burrows 

whose computer skills are invaluable, V.W.Bro Edward Patnick for injec4ng a touch of class and lastly Past A.P.G.M. in 

the CraA, yes he has now re4red which means he can now watch HTAFC more oAen, W.Bro. John Gledhill for his  

undoubted professional input. I most certainly could not have produced this without them. It is , of course,  

YOUR NEWS LETTER so if you have any ideas for future items ,or wish to write one yourself, my contact details are  

below and I look forward to hearing from you. 

E-Mail, duncansmith161@gmail.com, tel.no.07932 692439. 


