
EU Packaging Rules – Reuse & Transport Packaging
(Boxes) – Quick Guide

Focus: PPWD (Directive 94/62/EC) – Art. 5 (Reuse) & PPWR (upcoming Regulation) obligations relevant to reuse and
boxes/transport packaging.

Important note
This document is an informative summary compiled for quick orientation. It does not replace the official EU legal
text. Always verify against the consolidated PPWD and the final text of the PPWR as published in the EU Official
Journal and national implementation guidance.

1) PPWD – Current baseline (Directive 94/62/EC)

• Art. 5 ‘Reuse’: Member States shall take measures to increase the share of reusable packaging placed on the
market and to develop reuse systems in an environmentally sound manner (subject to product safety and
hygiene).

• Illustrative (non-exhaustive) measures: deposit/return and take-back systems, quantitative/qualitative targets,
economic instruments, and design requirements enabling multiple use cycles.

• Scope: generic across packaging categories – no specific obligation dedicated solely to ‘boxes’ or ‘carton’;
national measures can include those if designed as reusable.

• Art. 6 ‘Recovery/Recycling’: where packaging is not reusable, recycling targets apply (incl. paper/cardboard).

2) PPWR – New directly applicable Regulation (high level)

• The PPWR will replace the PPWD with directly applicable, harmonised rules across the EU. It introduces
specific reuse / refill obligations and performance requirements by sector and packaging type.

• Key concepts: ‘reusable packaging’ performance & design criteria; systems for reuse; operator obligations;
targets with milestone years (2030 and 2040).

2.1 Reuse obligations – what typically appears in PPWR

• Definitions & criteria: Reusable packaging must meet durability, reparability (where applicable),
washability/cleanability, and identification requirements; it must circulate in a functioning reuse system.

• Systems for reuse: Operators placing reusable packaging must ensure access to logistics, return, inspection
and (where needed) washing facilities; digital marking and data collection may be required.

• Targets by stream: PPWR foresees binding reuse (and refill) targets for specific streams (e.g., beverages,
take-away, transport/ e-commerce), with interim 2030 and higher 2040 levels. National deviations are limited.

2.2 Transport packaging & (e■commerce) boxes – typical obligations

• Design for reuse: Transport packaging, including boxes used in logistics and e■commerce, can count as
‘reusable’ if designed for multiple trips and included in an organised reuse system.

• Operator responsibilities: Economic operators using reusable transport packaging must organise or participate
in return logistics and ensure achieving reuse performance requirements (e.g., minimum number of
trips/cycles).

• Targets / timelines: The PPWR introduces binding reuse targets for certain transport packaging streams by
2030, with higher targets by 2040. Exact percentages differ by stream and may be adjusted in the final text and
annexes.

• Recycling remains applicable for single■use transport packaging that does not meet reuse criteria; separate
collection and recyclability performance requirements apply.

3) What companies should prepare for



• Map current packaging portfolio (by stream: B2B transport, e■commerce shipments, beverages, take■away,
etc.) and identify candidates for conversion to reusable systems.

• Check PPWR definitions & annexes for your streams: confirm whether your boxes/transport packaging fall
under a reuse target and by which year (2030 / 2040).

• Set up or join reuse systems: return logistics, inspection, washing (if needed), tracking (QR/RFID), and
contracts with service providers.

• Design compliance: ensure packaging meets durability & performance requirements (minimum trip numbers,
repairability/cleaning where applicable) and labelling/marking rules.

• Data & reporting: prepare for proof of reuse cycles and achievement of targets; align with EPR schemes and
national registers.

References (for verification)

• Directive 94/62/EC on Packaging and Packaging Waste (PPWD), in particular Article 5 (Reuse) and Article 6 (Recycling).

• Proposal & final texts for the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) – European Commission and EU Official
Journal (check consolidated ‘final text’).

• ECOS (2025): ‘PPWR – Analysis’ (January 2025).

• Rethink Plastic Alliance (2025): ‘PPWR Implementation Guide for national and local governments’.

• Industry whitepaper: ‘New EU regulation PPWR: What to expect & when for B2B transport packaging’.

Note: For exact target percentages and article/annex numbers, consult the final PPWR as published; percentages and scope
may have been modified during trilogue/final adoption.


