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Dear Friends:  

Thanks for your interest in “Power to the People,” the SHINE Collab’s webinar, A Gender Just 
Energy Transition and Why It Matters. We are delighted that over 200 people from 42 countries 
registered, and that 110 people joined us – including participants from 20 African countries. We are 
pleased to share the recording of the webinar, and a few of the provocative highlights and quotes 
below.  

First, a bit of context about the energy, justice, and power intersections:    

• The reality we face today is that the dominant approaches to just transitions are top-down, 
technocratic, and leave many people out. A just transition will require all of us, many 
different approaches, and a major role for governments, finance, civil society, and social 
justice movements.  

• This webinar conversation aimed to put people, power, and justice back at the center of the 
conversation about just transition, with a particular focus on how community access and 
control of renewable energy solutions is a vital justice strategy to make the transition 
transformational. 

• When we use the word “power,” we mean energy for electricity and ending energy 
poverty. We are also talking about structural imbalances of power, and the messy political 
contests and conflicts that characterize transitions. Whose interests and voices count? 
Whose rights are respected and needs considered? Who decides, and what solutions and 
knowledge are valued and resourced? 

These are not minor questions—this is at the heart of what a “just” transition demands. 

Our conversation engaged leading advocates, organizers and scholars working with communities, 
policymakers, advocates, funders, and investors. The examples they drew upon ranged from Bikita, 
Zimbabwe at the edge of one of the largest lithium deposits in the world, to South Africa where the 
government-led Just Energy Transition is steered and financed by G-8 countries; from rural 
Kentucky where the closure of coal mines nearly fifty years ago has left new forms of inequality in 
its wake to the hallways of climate policy and finance and the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 

https://greenfaith.zoom.us/rec/share/kTY7zjJOi2oaikP97SdYVS4tVBXBwjZOtKHSyszZS13Ptxn0kU7ANk69bn-zCw_B.fI_o7I4otr4dTbUE
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Here are a few summarized statements to encourage our continuing attention to advancing the 
“just” of the energy transition:       
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We will be sharing more highlights and analysis from the webinar in the coming weeks. Meanwhile, 
you are welcome to download and share the recording: Power to the People: A Gender Just Energy 
Transition and What it Means.  

We welcome your thoughts and hearing more from you about what you’re thinking and doing in 
relation to the just energy transition.  

Stay tuned for our soon-to-be refreshed social media platforms, for the next webinar in this series, 
and for our posts during  two upcoming events: 

● 5th African Philanthropy Conference | Zimbabwe | 29 July – 2 August 
AfricanPhilanthropyConference.com 

● Climate Week NYC | USA | 22 - 29 September | ClimateWeekNYC.org 

 

Warmly,  

 

Mela Chiponda 
Director  
mela.chiponda@theshinecampaign.org 
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