FIND ACCOMODATION IN NEWCASTLE
· Rental Platforms: Look for listings on 
OpenRent – https://www.openrent.co.uk
SpareRoom – https://www.spareroom.co.uk/
Rightmove – https://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-to-rent/Newcastle-Upon-Tyne.html
Zoopla – https://www.zoopla.co.uk/to-rent/property/newcastle-upon-tyne/
· Student Housing: Check university accommodation services if you are a student.
· Letting Agents: Local estate agents often have rental properties.
· Short-Term Options: Airbnb and SpareRoom can be useful for temporary stays.
Furnishing Your Accommodation: Do you know you can furnish your whole home almost completely free if you use your time wisely. TVs, blankets, beddings, sofas, microwave, washing machines etc. You just need to arrange pick up. Visit charity shops nearby you regularly for almost new items. 
Also visit helpful websites like:
Facebook: If you join the Facebook group for your area, people are always giving quality used items away. You can purchase some at a very discounted rate on facebook marketplace. https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/newcastleupontyne/?locale=en_GB
Freecycle: You just need to register. You will get new items added daily. https://freecycle.org/ 
Nextdoor: A neighbourhood app https://nextdoor.co.uk/. Lots of free things from your neighbours. Also let you know what is going on in your neighbourhood. New shops, crimes, events etc.

FOOD ITEMS FROM DIFFERENT COUNTRIES
· Super Markets & Online Stores: ASDA, Tesco, LIDL, ALDI, Sainsbury’s and Morrison’s. 
· Global Grocery Stores: Westgate Road and Shields Road have African, Asian and Middle Eastern shops.
· Grainger’s Markets: Great for fresh produce and local food located in the city centre.
· African Food Stores: There are predominantly “African food” stores on Westgate Road (e.g. M.A.M., Jollof, Osas etc) and Wazobia on Shields Road in Byker.
· Asian Food Stores: HiYoU stocks a massive range of Middle Eastern groceries.
· Middle Eastern Food Stores: Najeb stocks a massive range of East Asian groceries.
· Free Food: Get as much free and cheap food as possible using the food-sharing apps olioapp.com and Too Good To Go. Also, you can go to https://approvedfood.co.uk/ for cheaper, out-of-season items.

GETTING A JOB IN NEWCASTLE
· NI: First thing first. Get a National Insurance (NI) number if you don't have one. You will need it to work. https://www.gov.uk/apply-national-insurance-number.
· Criminal record checks when you apply for a role: Enhanced DBS check. If planning to work in healthcare related field, you will need this. Employers can check your criminal record no matter what role you apply for. This is called a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check. You cannot apply for this yourself but will need your new employer to do so. Further info here. https://www.gov.uk/criminal-record-checks-apply-role
· DBS Update Service: Getting a DBS can delay starting a job for someone desperate for a new job. This is where the update service comes in. After your first DBS certificate. You can register it online within 30 days of issue and when you apply for any new job they just look online and you are good to start. No need for waiting for another certificate. Useful when you apply for multiple health care jobs. It cost £16 per year. Further info: https://www.gov.uk/dbs-update-service
· Airport: The airport always has jobs on their site. Have a look.   https://www.jobtrain.co.uk/newcastleairport/vacancies.aspx
· Eventbrite: There are always job fairs coming up on Eventbrite. I will suggest you register and keep an eye on upcoming events. Both part time and career jobs are on it. Not just Newcastle but jobs all over the UK.  Register. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--newcastle-upon-tyne/job-fairs/ 
· Newcastle United: Jobs at the Stadium. https://www.nufc.co.uk/club/jobs/ This is a good one. Latest jobs at the stadium are on the bottom of the page of the website. Many students also go for Stewards job if available, you can email Jessica.mitchell@nufc.co.uk  for more enquiries.
· North East Jobs: https://www.northeastjobs.org.uk/default.aspx?page=orghome&orgid=91
· INDEED: website for various jobs. Register: https://uk.indeed.com/m/?from=gnav-viewjob
· Care Agencies: Popular and lots of jobs. There are many in Newcastle and nearby cities, look online or ask for pointers.
· Government Job site: https://www.jobs.service.gov.uk/jobs/search?keywords=&location=nEWcastle+upon+tyne
· CV: There’s a department called the Skills Hub that can help you look at your CV if needed and help with your job search and application. They can also sign post you to people in your field that can offer advice.

UNIVERSITY CAREER WEBSITES
Many UK universities have websites that provide helpful information for their students about how to access graduate job opportunities, volunteering, application procedure, and tailored job adverts. Make sure to subscribe early to your university’s career service.
· Northumbria University: https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/study-at-northumbria/planning-your-career/careers-and-employment/about-us/careers-support/ 
· Newcastle University: https://www.ncl.ac.uk/careers/  
· Teesside University: https://www.tees.ac.uk/sections/stud/careers.cfm#   

POPULAR STUDENT JOBS
For most students, getting a temporary job whilst studying can be very important for proper wellbeing. However, ensure you do not work more than 20 hours during term time, or as your visa permits. You may be able to work more hours during holidays. The following are some popular student jobs in the Northeast.
· Healthcare Assistant jobs:  This includes NHS health assistants, especially “Bank” jobs - https://careers.nuth.nhs.uk/your-career/staff-bank 
· Care and support jobs: https://www.hft.org.uk/about-us/locations/north/hft-newcastle-area/ 
· Customer service and call centre jobs: https://jobs.bt.com/  NB: University call centre jobs are also available and well sought after. Make enquiries with your international or admissions office for details.
· Factory/warehouse jobs: https://www.angardstaffing.co.uk/jobs/
· Retail/store assistants/till operators: 
https://www.tesco-careers.com/search-and-apply/  
https://www.aldirecruitment.co.uk/stores/store-assistant
· Data entry jobs (remote): https://www.studentjob.co.uk/vacancies/1367970-data-entry-remote-work-from-home-online   

JOB SEARCH ADVICE WHILE STUDYING
Start applying early for professional jobs – you do not need to wait until you have acquired your degree to get started in your quest to secure a graduate job.
Work experience is important and every experience counts – If possible, attend volunteering sessions, internship etc.
Always ask questions. Don't be silent until you get what you need. 

REGISTRATION WITH GP (Doctor)
· NHS Registration: Free under the NHS for residents.
· Find a Local GP: Use the NHS search tool to locate practices.
· Documents Needed: Proof of address and ID.
· Prescriptions: If a doctor prescribes medication, you can pick it up from a local pharmacy (chemist). Most prescriptions incur a standard charge (at the time of this write up, prescriptions costs £9.90 per item in England), though some individuals (children, pensioners, low-income earners) may be eligible for free prescriptions.

Register with a GP surgery – https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/gps/how-to-register-with-a-gp-surgery



CHILDCARE, DISCIPLINE LAWS & ADULT SERVICES
Legal Rules:
Government guidelines on child discipline and adult services can be found below:
Children’s Social Services – https://new.newcastle.gov.uk/children-and-families
NSPCC – Child Discipline Laws – https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
Adult Social Services – https://new.newcastle.gov.uk/adult-social-care
Student Services – https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/communities-and-neighbourhoods/students

GENERAL RULES TO BE AWARE OF
· Local Lingo: You will frequently be addressed as "pet" or "love". This is a traditional Geordie term of endearment, not condescension.
· Escalator Etiquette: If you are taking the Tyne and Wear Metro or using department store escalators, stand on the right and walk on the left.
· Bus Etiquette: If you are taking the Bus, its polite to thank the Bus driver after the trip.
· Littering: On-the-spot fine levels generally set at £100 but ranging up to £500 depending on local council policies.
· Cycling at Night – In the UK, cyclists are legally required to have a white front light and a red rear light when cycling on public roads between sunset and sunrise. Failing to comply with this can result in a fixed penalty notice (on-the-spot fine) of around £50. Additionally, if involved in an accident, the absence of lights could be considered contributory negligence, potentially affecting insurance payouts and even leading to legal liability.
· Noise: Avoid loud music or disturbances, especially after 11pm.
· TV Licence: Required if you watch live TV or use BBC iPlayer.
· Public Behaviour: Queuing is culturally important; be respectful.

TV Licensing – https://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders (ASBO) – https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/antisocial-behaviour-orders-asbos

TRANSPORTATION IN NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
BUSES
· Main Operators: Stagecoach, Arriva and Go North East.
· Payment: Contactless card, bus app or cash.
· Routes: Buses run city-wide and to nearby towns (e.g., Sunderland, Durham).
   Bus routes to Church from city centre: Stagecoach bus 39 and 40
TYNE AND WEAR METRO
· Main Operators: Nexus
· Routes: The network features two main lines (Green and Yellow), connecting over 60 stations. The Airport to Newcastle City Centre (Haymarket, Monument, or Central Station) takes about 25 minutes.

GETTING A MORTGAGE
· Steps:
1. Save for a deposit.
2. Decide if you are buying newly built or old house.
3. Get a mortgage adviser.
4. Get a mortgage in principle.
5. Find a property.
6. Make an offer.
7. Legal conveyancing.
8. Finalise the mortgage and move in.

· Terms:
1. Freehold: You own the building and land.
2. Leasehold: You own the property for a set period.
3. Stamp Duty: Tax on home purchases.

  *Please speak to a mortgage adviser for an indept but step-to-step advise.

DRIVING IN NEWCASTLE
· Bus Lanes: If you are driving, be hyper-aware of bus lane cameras. Newcastle City Council heavily monitors these, and driving in a bus lane will result in a Penalty Charge Notice (PCN).
· Parking: Residential parking permits may be required. https://new.newcastle.gov.uk/parking/permits
· Speed Limits: Generally, 20-30mph in built-up areas.
· Driving Licence: Exchange your foreign licence after 12 months if it’s not from the EU. https://www.gov.uk/exchange-nongb-driving-licence You cannot exchange your licence immediately, but you can drive for up to 12 months on your non-GB licence. After 12 months, you’ll need to take a theory test (https://www.gov.uk/theory-test) and a practical test (https://www.gov.uk/driving-test). You’ll need to get a provisional driving licence (https://www.gov.uk/apply-first-provisional-driving-licence) before you can take the tests. You’ll get a full Great Britain issued driving licence when you pass the theory and practical tests. These are the designated countries: Andorra, Australia, Barbados, British Virgin Islands, Canada, Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Faroe Islands, Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Japan, Monaco, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Republic of North Macedonia, Singapore, South Africa, Switzerland, Taiwan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates and Zimbabwe.
· Road Awareness: Cyclists are common; be cautious and share the road.
· Driving with International Driving Licence – This is only permitted for a year, counting from the day of your arrival into the UK after which you’ll need to take a theory test (https://www.gov.uk/theory-test) and a practical test (https://www.gov.uk/driving-test). You’ll need to get a provisional driving licence (https://www.gov.uk/apply-first-provisional-driving-licence)before you can take the tests. You’ll get a full Great Britain issued driving licence when you pass the theory and practical tests. When you are successful, you will be issues a “FULL UK” licence for the tests you did, Manual or Automatic transmission. Please note; when you passed your driving test in an automatic car, you will only be permitted to drive automatic vehicles. You are not permitted to drive manual cars with an automatic license. To drive manual cars, you would need to retake your driving test in a manual vehicle.
· Provisional Licence: If you’re learning to drive, you can apply for a provisional licence from age 15 years and 9 months. You must be 17 to drive a car. A provisional licence is required to take driving lessons and your theory and practical tests. https://www.gov.uk/apply-first-provisional-driving-licence.
· Car Requirements: To be on the road legally, a car must: Be registered with the DVLA. Have valid road tax (Vehicle Excise Duty) Pass an annual MOT test (if older than 3 years). Be insured (at least third-party cover). Display legal number plates.

Road Tax: https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-tax
MOT: https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history
DVLA: (Driver & Vehicle Licensing Agency)

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
· Emergency Numbers: 999 (emergency), 111 (non-emergency NHS), 101 (police).
· Libraries: Free internet and community events.
· Weather: Cold winters, Rain is not common; drizzles are more frequent. 
· Volunteering: A great way to meet people and give back.

Volunteer Connect – https://ocva.org.uk
Local Libraries – https://new.newcastle.gov.uk/libraries
City Library – https://new.newcastle.gov.uk/libraries/find-library/city-library
Philip-Robinson Library, Newcastle Uni – https://www.ncl.ac.uk/library/visiting-the-library/philip-robinson-library/

NB: Please ensure you check for latest information as some of the above may have changed.
