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4 Section 4

Chicago Tribune, Sunday, April 7, 1991 *

Kurds’ plight Unlike Kuwait

ASHINGTON—It is the

stuff of a Kurt Vonnegut

novel. A despotic regime
is routed in battle, but the despot
remains in power. As a direct re-
sult, hundreds of thousands of in-
nocents take 1o snowy mountain
roads to escape the despot’s wrath.

Having won a war, the leader of
a Western democracy calls upon
people of the defeated country to
ris¢ up and end the butcher’s rule.
When the people attempt to do
just that, the Western leader goes
fishing, leaving his minions to ex-
plain why nothing can be done for
the rebels.

Prosecuting what most believe to
be a just war, the Western democ-
racy and its allies had reduced the
offending country, through massive
use of air power, to “a pre-in-
dustrial state,” in the words of
United Mations experts.

At that point, the Western de-
mocracy acts as if the two events—
the bombing and the rebellion—are
not connected. Case closed. Amern-
can troops head for home, and
Charlton Heston, Tony Orlando
and Alan Alda are rounded up for
a televised national celebration.

Far away, the anonymous dying
continues. And so it goes.

Having ed in this space

inst the Persian Gulf war, there
will be no attempt to have it both
ways and chide President Bush for
grounding his pilots as Iraqi Presi-
dent am Hussein’s forces hel-
icopter about the country slaugh-
tering Kurds and Shiite Muslims.

That sort of argument can safely
be left to the lintheads in the Dem-
ocratic Party who do nothing but
search for narrow political advan-

e in the swings and roundabouts
of Bush’s foreign policy.

But having hstened to months of
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Steve Daley

self-satisfied rhetoric aboul nakea
aggression and “security and stabil-
jty in the region,” cynics can be
forgiven an urge to Step back from
Bush’s baffling new world order.
“I do not want 1o se€ us get
sucked into the internal struggle in
Iraq,” said the man who dropped
20,000 American troops Into
Panama on Christmas Eve, the
man who served as vice president
when Ronald Reagan mined the
harbors in Nicaragua and involved
America in the internal struggles of
Lebanon and Grenada. .
‘And make no mistake about 1t
President Bush asked for civil war
in Irag. On Feb. 15, he said,
«“There is another way for the
bloodshed to stop, and that is for
the Iraqi military and the Iraqi
people to take matters nto their
own hands and force
Hussein, the dictator, to step

Presumably, Bush and his war
council were looking for a clean,
surgical civil war in Iraq, 2 revolu-
tion led by one of those elusive
Arab moderates, perhaps a clean-
shaven Sunni Muslim colonel with
a degree from a university 1n Texas
or Arizona. .

What Bush got was a fratricidal
.th a ](clxllmg ground littered
with tribes an stranﬁ:, a quag-
mire that will haunt him for
months but cost lum nothing in
domestic pelitical terms.

We don’t care. We won. We're
out.

Fhe Kurds are a stateless, friend-
less, luckless bunch, as Bush is pro-
ving. When Hussein gassed thou-
sands of them in 1988, the world

Conuinue on page 5




KURDISH VIEWS ON IRAQ AND ITS TYRANT
Mozaffar Partowmah
former presidential advisor in affairs of Kurdistan

1, The Kurdish people, within Iraq, never voted for Saddam. They rather
voted against him and against his party by their continuous struggle that
persisted many long years.

2. When President Bush and the CIA-funded radio programs began asking
the Iraqi peoples to remove Saddam from cffice, the Kurds in that country
were the first to respond, not because they trusted the CIA or the US govern-
ment, famous for their frequent mistakes and wrong alliances in the Middle
East, but because they were truly sick and tired of the brutality and oppres-
sion with which Saddam had ruled Iraq throughout the term of his office and
even before his presidency.

3. If the Kurds, alone, could remove Saddam from office they would do so
before he used chemical arsenals against the innocent populations at Ha-
labcha in the spring of 1988, or against the defenseless villages of Bahdinah
area in the fall of the same year when a quarter million had to take refuge in
Turkey to save their lives.

4. If the people of Iraq, alone, could get rid of Saddam they would have
done so

a) before Saddam invaded Iran and initiated eight years of bloodshed
between the two countries, putting Iraq In the club of all the world oppres-
sors and imperiaists well-known for their opposition while the Muslim pop-
ulation of the world just rejoiced at removing a tyrant in Iran!

b} before he invaded Kuwait and caused the entire world to unite
against Iraq, and plan Its virtual destruction and return to the stone age!

¢) before the air war in which the actual plan of destruction was ini-
tiated.

d) before the ground war, when Iraqand its Soviet - trained force was
totally disgraced and forced to kiss the boots of their capitalist enemies!

5. Not having been able to remove Saddam by themselves at any of these
stages, the people of Iraq really rejoiced at the possibility of dislodging him
with US and allied help! Their utter disappointment and distruct must be
appreciated when they were betrayed and abandoned. Having poured into
the streets in every town and every village, putting their women and children
in front of Saddam's helicopters and tanks and exposing themselves to the
risk of Saddam’s increased brutality and chemical arsenal, the whole popu-
lation of Iraq, particularly the Kurds, expected the world to hear them and
take note of this popular vote of "no confidence” they could display against
Saddam.

6. The Kurds outside Iraq are 4 to 5 times as many as those who live in
Iraq. They live mostly in Turkey, Iran, Syria, Armenia, Jordan, Arabian pe-
ninsula and other Middle Eastern and African countries. Many Kuds live in
Europe, America, and Australia.

From these Kurds' viewpoint, the main injustice against their nation is di-
vision of their mainland Kurdistan into all these parts making its reunifica-
tion virtually impossibie. Existence of many oppressors, tyrants, and dicta-
tors in mopst parts of Kurdistan, most of the time and the continuous world
suppert for their prolonged oppression against the Kurds are all resented
and despised by Kurds., We hope that UN takes note of these Kurdish aspi-
rations and feelings and developes a policy that makes friends with Kurds



rather than bitter enemies.

7. The Kurdish problem is an international problem by its nature, It is not

an internal affair of Iraq alone. The United Natlons is the best forum to re-
solve the problem. We hope that discussion of this problem in the United
Nations is actively pursued and a fair resolution of it is found soon.

8. We hope for a day in which the people are allowed to practice their full

rights and vote for their chosen officers and administrators without any tyr-
anny, oppression, or interventions. Kurds should not be any exception. We
hold these aspirations to be self-evident and fair only when every people
can hold on to them and willfully practice them. Anything short of this
would be only cosmetic treatment, and will be no real solution to the prob-

lem at all!

Kurd's plight . . .

looked the other way and the
Reagan administration opposed the
idea of imposing economic sanc-
tiens on Iraq. The Butcher of
Baghdad was the moderate of the
moment,

This time around, when the ham-
mer of Hussein’s rage came down
on the Kurds, they were unable to
emulate the maneuvers of their
neighbors and America’s allies, the
well-heeled Kuwaitis,

Last August, as the killing
began in their country, thousands
of Kuwaitis left their Palestinian,
Pakistani and Indian servants to
the tender mercies of Hussein’s
troops and decamped to the
hotels of Taif, Saudi Arabia.
There, they monitored the in-
vasion of their country by cable
television.

Victims of chemical warfare in Kuljdistan.

The Kurds are different. They
have no money and no leverage,
they have no oil, and their pres-
ence in northern Iraq worries
America’s coalition partner, Tur-
key, which fears a Kurdish state.

There is no constituency for the
Kurds, no millionaire prince to
lobby in Washington, no govern-
ment-approved stories of Kurdish
babies being yanked from hospital
incubators by fiendish Iraqi sol-
diers.

Where is the United Nations,
where American indignation over
the Kuwaiti invasion held sway?
Where is the congressional hue and
cry—not to mention the
weapons—that accompanied the
Afghan struggle against the Soviet
Union just a few years ago?

Where is our parson of a i-
dent, with his boundless self-assur-
ance about right and wrong?
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THE KURDISH REFUGEE

PROBLEMS

BREAK THROUGH MUSLIM
DIVISIONS

Mozalffar Partowmah, Ph.D.

Once again, even at the
very hours of desperation
and need, the Kurdish popu-
lation has become a gauge
with which to measure the
extent of good feeling that
Muslims have towards each
other, and a brindge via
which possibilities have
opened for bridging the age-
old sectarian gaps beilween
the Muslims.

In the spring of 1991, the
Iraqi Kurds, faced with the
biggest catastrophe of their
history, fled by the millions
to the mountains and sought
refuge in the neighboring
Turkey and Iran.

Turkey populated by a tra-
ditionally Sunni segment of
the Muslim ummah but cor-
rupted by the secularist and
nationalist tendencies, and
modernism, closed its bor-
ders to the Kurds. Inspite
of the convergence of relief
aids from virtually all inter-
national organizations, as
well as governments of the
world, Turkey did not per-
mit more than one-half mil-
lion of the desperate Kurds.

Even then, they made sure
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that those who made it in-
side Turkey would feel ill at
ease and unwelcomed to an
extent that many of them
desired a quick exit in des-
peration.(*) The other
Sunni countries did not ex-
tend outstanding assistance
to the Kurds, either. In fact,
some even did not extend a
token humanitarian support,
while others took opposition
to the Kurds and blamed
them for T"listening to
America."

On the other hand, the
Shi'i majority Iran, isolated
from the rest of the ummah
by an age - old sectarian di-
vision and almost strangulat-
ed by a stiff international
blockade prolonged for a
decade beginning with the
Islamic revolution, behaved
the exact opposite of Tur-
key! The Iranian statesmen
kept their borders open to
any Kurd, and any other Ira-
gi citizen, who made it alive
to their border!

It is true that the very ini-
tial hospitality was extended
to the Kurdish refugees by
the Kurdish population
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within Iran. May Allah bless
and reward them. But this
poor population could not
prolong a generous help to
the million and a half, or
more, refugees who con-
verged upon them in a short
span of only a few weeks.
The Iranian government
came to their aid to the tune
of $4 billion toman with
negligible support from out-
side. Therefore, when one
contrasts the behavior of the
two governments of Turkey
and Iran, cach of which has
admininistered large sec-
tions of Kurdistan for many
years and has had major
clashes with the Kurdish
subjects, one must acknowl-
edge the effect of Islam and
its doctrines on the behavior
of citizens as compared to
the effects of nationalism
and secularism. The occa-
sion, hopefully, will be uti-
lized for a wide unity of
Muslims.

This is not the first inci-
dent in which the Kurdish
situation has provided a
platform for real Muslim
unity, inspite of its own suf-
ferings. Just in the winter
of 1991, when the embargo
against Iraq went into effect
and all forms of trade with
Iraq came to a virtual halt,
the Kurds began a heroic

trade operation that cut
through the red tapes and
the borders of Turkey with
Iraq and the borders of Iran
with Iraq. Kurds were the
only means through which
the surrounded Iraqis could
buy milk for their children
and food for themselves.
Economic gains alone could
not have motivated the
Kurds to undertake that ri-
sky job. Qualities like God -
consciousness and love of
the fellow Muslims that each
Kurdish man and woman is
known to have were the
main motivations, preferring
others over themselves and
forgetting their own hard-
ship to alleviate the suffer-
ing of others !

Likewise, at the brink of
the first world war, and
then at the fall of Ottoman
Khilafat, only the Muslim
Kurds remained loyal to the
central rule. Even though
they cherished similar na-
tional aspirations as the
Arabs, Armenians, Turks,
and other subjects of the Ot-
toman rule, they preferred
to maintain loyalty to the
rule of a central leadership
inspite of its defects and
shortcomings, as if they an-
ticipated how miserable the
whole ummah would be-
come once the central lead-
ership were dismembered
and their domain were
chopped into pieces. The
Kurds sacrificed their de-
sires in favor of maintaining
the overall Muslim unity !



Further back into the his-
tory when the entire Muslim
world was taken over by
schism, anarchy, and terror,
the Kurds sacrificed their
own power and comfort in
faver of regenerating Islam
and its t{eachings in the
grassroots  population
throughout the Muslim
lands. That is when the Sufi
orders and their many Zawi-
ahs were established all over
the world by such orders as
the Gailani, Nagshbandi, and
Qadri Kurds, all of whom es-
tablished wide networks in
Asia and Africa and thereby
protected Islam and Mus-
lims from further decay any
decadence.

Now that the Kurds have
been placed in the middle of
the two major Muslim fac-
tions, we hope that all Mus-
lims will take the opportuni-
ty and, by extending their
generous help to the Sunne
Kurds via Shi'i Iran, bring
about an atmospere of good-
will and real Muslim unity
between these factions. In
that case, the catastrophe
that has befallen the Kurds
and the sufferings of their
men, women and children
may become somewhat bear-

able!

Abandoning the Kurds and
any hesitation in rushing to
their full support will not
only compound their suffer-
ing and increase the death
toll among the retugees as
the winter approaches, it

will also widen the gap be-
tween the two Muslim sects
and make their unity forever
more difficult.

Our Lord, you are the best
witness: I have warned !

August 1991

(* As earley as August 7 1991, be-
fore this article went to press the
world witnessed the news of Turkey
invading a strip of border areas of
southern Kurdistan in persuit of the
struggling Kurds. Will the UN and
the Inpternational Community rise
up to protect the Kurds like they did
in case of Kuawait or will they total-
ly ignere this outragious invasion
and close their eyes on their favorit
ally - Turkey ? The answer is clear
but its proof will come out later.




THE TRUE TEMPLE
OF ALLAH

It is a famous Sufl expression that "your body is the
true temple of God." Let me explain: To begin with,
our common understanding of a temple is the equival-
ent of the word, Ma'bed, or the "place of worship."

Secondly, Islam teaches us that every human activ-
ity that {s in harmony with the dictates of The Creator
is considered an act of worship. Thus. eating that
nourishes the body and the struggle to obtain lawful
means for it, walking and other physical activities that
maintain the body in good health, sexual intercourse
that regenerates the progeny, and even sleeping that
refreshes the body and returns it to the optimum lev-
el of performance, all are acts of worship, and so are
breathing, heartbeat, digestion, and other involuntary
functions of the body. These acts are all performed by
the body or they circle around it. Therefore, since all
these acts of worship, and more, are done by you, and
your body, your body is the true temple of Allah.

A corollary to this is that should one take a good
care of the body and keep it clean from haram. one
performs an act of piety equivalent to building of a
masjid or maintaining one. Committing repeated sins
against the body is an act of disobedience equal or
more harmful than taking a crowbar and repeatedly
digging at the walls and at the foundation of a masjid .

Ask Allah, with me, to enable us to maintain this
important house of worship and do not repeatedly de-
file it with what is unlawful . Ameen.

Shamal
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MUSLIM BUSINESS DIRECTORY

P.O.BOX 6607, JERSEY CITY, N.J. 07306
(201) 656-4134 * (201) 433-5000

P 0, the Occasion of the Jalamic Holiday
Congmtu[ations,
to all our readers "
and especially to those
who sent in cards with

fic{ .‘B[:Eﬁ.ﬂ.ingﬂu c/Way 04[[:2./;
bless you anaf youns.

Alhamdu Lillah, Judi is back. We regret that due to financial diffi ‘ues,
Judi wasnt printed for a while. Ind pendence has its cost. Insha Allah
with Allah's help and your suppor  we'll keep Judi going.
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL

O’ mankind! we created you from a single male and a female; and placed

you into nations and tribes so that you may know each other. Verily, the
best of you, in the sight of Allah are the most rightious of you.
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“Kurdish children in a refugee camp school. We participate in
sponsoring camp schools. (Boys and girls have separate classes.)”






