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Kurds' plight Unlike Kuwait
r I 

' 
ASHINGTON_II iS thc

lif stuff of a Kun vonnegut
f ! novel' A despouc repme

is muted in battle, but th€ despot
remains in Power. As a düecrJe'
sult. hundreds of thousands ol In'
nocents take to snowy mountaln .

roads to escape the d$Iot's wraln'
Having-'Üon a war, the.ftader oI

a western democracy catls upon

DeoDle of the def€ated country to
iise-up and end the butchers nxe'
When the People atteqrpt -to do
iust thal, the W€$em leader go€s

fishine, leaving his mlnons. to ex-

olain why nothing can be done lor
ihe rcbels.

P656g11ing what most be[e!€ Io
b€ a iust waf, the We$em democ-
racv änd its allics had rcduceo rne

offönding counrry' througn massrve

use of air Pouer, to -a Pf€-ln'-
dustrial state," in the words ol
United Nations expefis.

Ar thar Point, the w€stem de-

mocracy acts as if the two.€ltnE-

***#fl3$"f"S:ffiff
ffJ,ffial?'":T"Xl,'Iftilt^
and Atan Alda are rounded.up lor
a televised nadonal celebrauon'.

Far awaY, the anonYmous oatng

condnues. And so lt go€s'

,ix*T#H*#S,i"$lf*",.
ü[ be no a$empt to haYe-ll DoIn

wars and chide Pr€sident busJr lor

tr;Y$tr#'913$'t"tr;If-":
iaxy**,1:'"*f sf, ni:T'i5ffi :

Thät son of argumgnl ql qery
be left to the lintheads rn,tne Dem-

ocratic PanY who do-noÜmg out
search lor narrow Polrtrcal aovan-
taü in oe swings an{ roundabouts
ofBush's forergn policy.'' frri-üä"ir"i-ti-srcit"o t-o montls of

Section 4 Chicago Tribune, Sunday, April 7, '1991

Steve Daley

ffi.ffihffiiffiÄ
"l do not want to s€q us gEr.

iHj:'9,1i5',H''11f Tfl"'ffio:f;'*ffi'*ffi,
Iffi"r,{j*üufr,"ltr';:l
in lrao. On Feb. lt' he-sals'

"There is another way lor rne 
^

ffi#ffiHffi'

,*#t*:,t"l'sist '*Ts'
vinr rlr'hen Hussein gass€d thou-
sanfu of them in 1988' the worto

Conulnue on Page 5
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KIIRDISHVIDS/S ON rRAgAt{D rTS TyRAr\rT
Mozaffar Partos,mah

former presidentia.l advisor in allairs of Kurdistan

1. The Kurdlsh people, withtn [raq, nwer voted for Saddam. They rather
voted against him and against his party by their continuous struggle that
per€lsted many long years.

2. When President Bush and the ClA-funded radio programs began asking
the lraql peoples to remove Saddam from omce, the Kurds in that coüntry
were the llrst to respond, not becaus€ they trusted the CLA or the US govem-
ment, famous for their frequent mistakes and wrong alliances in the Middle
East, but because they were truly sick and tired of the brutallty and oppres-
slon \Ä'ith which Saddam had ruled haq throughout the term of his oflice and
even before his presidencv.

3. Ifthe Kuräs, alone, 
-could 

remove Saddam from ofllce they would do so
before he used chemical arsenals against the innocent populätions at Ha-
labcha in the spring of I9a8, or agalnst the defenseless villages of Bahdinah
area in the fall of the same year when a quarter million had to take refuge in
Turk€y to save their ltves.

4. If the people of lraq, alone, could get rid of Saddam they would have
done so

a) before Saddam ln ded lran and iniuated eight years of bloodshed
betw€en the two countries, putting lraq tn the club of all the world oppres-
sors and imperiaists well-known for their opposition while the Musllm pop-
uliatlon of the world just rejotced at remo!'lng a b.rant in tranl

b) before he invaded Kuwalt and car-rsed the entire world to unlte
agalnst lraq, and plan its virtua.l destruction and retum to the stone age!

c) before the air war ln which th€ actual plan of destruction was ini-
tiated.

d) before the ground war, when haq and lts Soviet - trained force was
totally dlsgraced and forced to kiss the boots of their capitalist enemiesl

5. Not havlng been able to rcmov€ Saddam by themselves at any of these
stages, the people of lraq rea.lly rejoiced at the iosstbility of dislodging him
with US and altied help! Thelr utter dtsappointment and distruct must be
appreciaüed when they were betrayed and abandoned. Havtng poured tnto
the stre€ts ln every town and every !'lllage, putüng their women and chlldren
ln front of Säddajn's heliclpters and tanks and exposing themselires üo the
risk of Saddam's lncreased brutality and chemlcal arsenal, the whole popu-
lation of lraq, particulaü the Kurds, expected the world to hear them and
take note of this popular vote of 'no confldence" they could display a€atnst
saddam.

6, The Kurds outside lraq are 4 to 5 tlnes as many as those who ltve tn
traq. They llve mosily in Turkey, Iran, Sjrria, Armenla, Jordan, Arabian pe-
ninsula and other Middle Eastern and Afrcan countries. Many Kuds llve tn
Europe, Amerlca, and Australia.

fYom these Kurds' viewpoint, the main injusüce against their nauon is di-
vlsion of their mainland Kurdlstan into all these parts maläing lts reunlllca-
tion virtually imposstble. Edstence of many oppressors, tFants, and dicta-
tors in mopst parts of Kurdistan, most of the time and the continuous world
support for thetr prolonged oppression agatnst the Kurds are all resented
and despised by Kurds. We hope that UN takes note of these Kurdlsh aspi-
rations and feelings and developes a policy that makes friends with Kurds
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rather than bitter enemies.
7. The Kurdish problem is an intemational problem by its nature, It is not

an internal alfair of lraq alone. The United Natlons is the best forum to re-
solve the problem, We hope that discussion of this problem in the United
Nations is actively pursued and a fair resolution of it is found soon.

8, we hope for a day in which the people are allowed to practice their full
rtghts and vote for thelr chosen ofllcers ard administrators without any qrr-
anny, oppression, or interventlons. Kurds should not be any exception We
notd thäse aspirations to be self-evident and fair only when every people
can hold on to them and willfully practice them. Anyihing short of this
would be only cosmetic treatment, and will be no real solution to the prob-
lem at all!

Kud'splight...
looked the other way and the
Rtagan adminisration oplos€d the
loea or rmpo$ng emnomrc sanc-
tions on hao. The Burcher of
Baghdad was- the moderate of the
moment.

This time around, when the ham-
mer of Hussein's rage came down
on the Kurds, they were unable to
emulate the maneuvers of their
neighbors and America's allies, the
well-heeled Kuwaitis.

[-ast AuEust. as the kitlins
began in tleir'country, thoüsands
of Kuwaitis left their Palestinian,
Pakistani and Indian servantE to
the tender mercies of Hussein's
troops and decamped to the
holels of Taif, Saudi Arabia.
There. theY monitored the in-
vasion of their country by cable
television.

The Kurds are differ€nt. They
have no money and no le,r,erage,
they have no oil, and their pres-
ence in northem lraq wofües
America's coalition partner, Tur-
key, which fears a Kurdish state.

Ther€ is no mnstituency for the
Kurds, no millionaire prince to
lobby in Washingtoo, no govem-
ment-appmved stories of Kurdish
babies being yanked from hospital
incubatoß by fiendish kaqi soF
olers.

Where is the United Nations.
where American indignation over
the Kuwaiti invasion held sway?
Where is the congressional hue and
cry-not to menlion the
weapons-that accompanied the
Afghan struggle against the Soviet
Union iust a few veaß aco?

Wbere is our ninon ola oresi-
dent. wiü his böundless sef-assur-
ance about right and wrong?

warfare in Kurdistan.Victims of chemical
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BREAK THROUGH MUSLIM
DIVISIONS
Moualfar Padowmäh, Ph.D.

Once again, even at the
very hours of desperation
and need, the Kurdish popu-
lation has become a gauge
with which to measure the
extent of good feeling that
Muslims have towards each
other, and a brindge via
whlch possibllities have
opened for bridging the age-
old sectarlan gaps between
the Muslims.

In the spring of 1991, the
Iraol Kurds. faced with the
biggest cahslropne or tnelr
history, fled by the hillions
to the mountains and sought
refuge in the neighboring
Turkey and Iran.

Turkey populated by a tra-
ditionally Sunnl segment of
the Muslim ummah but cor-
rupted by the secularist and
nationalist tendencies, and
modernism, closed its bor-
ders to the Kurds. Inspite
of the convergence of relief
alds from virtually aII inter-
national organizations, as
well as governments of the
world, Turkey dld not per-
mlt more than one-half mll-
Iion of the desperate Kurds.
Even then, they made sure

that those who made it in-
side Turkey would feel ill at
ease and unwelcomed to an
*,tent that many of them
desired a quick exit in des-
peration. (*) The other
Sunnl countries did not ex-
tend outstanding asslstance
to the Kurds, either. In fact,
some even did not extend a
token humanitarian support,
while others took opposition
to the Kurds and blamed
them for "listening to
Amerlca.''

On the other hand. the
Shi'i majority Iran, lsolated
from the rest of the ummah
by an age - old sectarian di-
vislon and aknost strangulat-
ed by a stiff international
blockade prolonged for a
decade beginning with the
Islamic revolution, behaved
the exact opposite of Tur-
keyt The lranian statesmen
kept their borders open to
any Kurd, and any other Ira-
qi citizen, who made it allve
to their borderl

It is true that the verv ini-
tial hospitality was extended
to the Kurdish refugees by
the Kurdlsh population
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within Iran. May Allah bless
and reward them. But this
poor population could not
prolong a generous help to
the million and a half. or
more, refugees who con-
verged upon them in a short
span of oniy a few weeks.
The Iranian government
came to their ald to the tune
of $4 billion toman with
negligible supporl from out-
side. Therefore, when one
contrasts the behavior of the
two governments of Turkey
and lran, cach of which tras
admininistered large sec-
tlons of Kurdistan for many
years and has had major
clashes with the Kurdish
subjects, one must acknowl-
edge the effect of Islam and
its doctrines on the behavior
of citizens as compared to
the effects of nationallsm
and secularism. The occa-
sion, hopefully, will be uti-
Itzed for a wide unity of
Muslims.

This ts not the first inci-
dent in which the Kurdish
situation has Drovided a
platform for real Muslim
unity, inspite of its own suf-
ferings. Just in the wtnter
of 1991, when the embargo
against Iraq went into effect
and all forms of trade wtth
Iraq came to a virtuai halt,
the Kurds began a heroic

trade operation that cut
through the red tapes and
the borders of Turkey with
Iraq and the borders of Iran
with lraq. Kurds were the
only means through whlch
the surrounded Iraqis .could
buy milk for thetr chlldren
and food for themselves.
Economic gains alone could
not have motivated the
Kurds lo undertake that ri-
sky Job. Qualities like God -

consciousness and love of
the fellonz Muslims that each
Kurdish man and woman i.s
known to have were the
main motlvatlons, preferring
others over themselves and
forgetting their own hard-
ship to alleviate the suffer-
tng of others !

Likewise, at the brink of
the first world war. and
then at the fall of Ottoman
Khilafat, only the Muslim
Kurds remained loyal to the
central rule. Even though
they cherished similar na-
tional aspiratlons as the
Arabs. Armenians, Turks,
and other subjects of the Ot-
toman rule, they preferred
to maintain loyalty to the
rule of a central leadership
inspite of its defects and
shortcomings, as if they an-
ticipated how mlserable the
whole ummah would be-
come once the central lead-
ership were dismembered
and their domain were
chopped into pleces. The
Kurds sacrtficed their de-
sires ln favor of maintaining
the overall Muslim unity !
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Further back into the his-
tory when the entire Muslim
world was taken over by
schism, anarchy, and terror,
the Kurds sacrificed their
own power and comfort in
faver of regenerating Islam
and its teachings in the
grassroots population
throughout the Muslim
lands. That is when the Su{l
orders and their many Zawi-
ahs were established all over
the world by such orders as
the Gailani, Naqshbandi, and
Qadri Kurds, all of whom es-
tabltshed wide networks in
Asia and Africa and thereby
protected Islam and Mus-
lims from further decay any
decadence.

Now that the Kurds have
been nlaced in the rniddle of
the trlvo major Muslim fac-
tions, we hope that all Mus-
lims will take the opportuni-
ty and, by extending their
generous help to the Sunne
Kurds via Shi'i lran, bring
about an atmospere of good-
will and real Muslim unity
between these factions. In
that case, the catastrophe
that has befallen the Kurds
and the sufferings of their
men. women and children
may become somewhat bear-
able !

Abandoning the Kurds and
any hesitation in rushing to
their fuII support will not
only compound their suffer-
ing and increase the death
toll among the relugees as
the winter approaches, it

will also widen the gap be-
tween the two Muslim sects
and make thelr unity forever
more difficult.

Our Lord, you are the best
witness; I have warned !

Aueust l99l

(') As earley as August 7 1991, be-
fore thts article went to press the
world witnessed the news of Turkey
invadtng a strip of border areas of
southern Kurdistan in persult of the
struggling Kurds. Will the UN änd
the l4ternational Community rise
up to protect the Kurds like they did
in case of Kuawalt or will they total-
ly ignore this outragious invasion
and close their €yes on their favorit
allv - Turkev ? The answer is clear
bui tts proof wi[ come out later.

www.a
rs

iva
ku

rd
i.o

rg



THE TRUE TEMPLE
OF ALLAII

It is a famous Sufi s<pression that "your body is the
true temple of God." Let me explain: To begin with,
our common understanding of a temple is the equival-
ent of the word,, Ma'bed, or the "place of worship."

Secondly, Islam teaches us that every human activ-
ity that ls in harmony with the dictates of The Creator
is considered an act of worshlp. Thus, eattng that
nourlshes the body änd the struAqle to obtain lawfui
means for it, walking and other physlcal activities that
rnalntain the body ln good health, sexual intercourse
that regenerates the progeny, and even sleeping that
refreshes the body and retums it to the optimum lev-
el of performance, all are acts of worship, and so are
breathing, heartbeat, digestion, and other involuntary
functions of the body. Ttrese acts are all performed by
the body or t}"ey circle around it. Therefore, slnce all
these acts of worship, and more, are done by you. anc
your body, your body is the true temple of Allah.

A corollary to this is that should one take a good
care of the body and keep it clean from hcrcm, one
performs an act of piety equivalent to building of a
masjid or maintaining one. Committing repeated sins
against the body is an act of dtsobedience equal or
more harmful than taking a crowbar and repeatedly
dtgging at the walls and at the foundation of a masjid .

Ask Aliah, with me, to enable us to maintain this
important house of worship and do not repeatedly de-
Iile it wlth what is un.lawful . Ameen.

Shamaf
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O'oaikind we created you froa: a eingle msle and a femsle; and placed
you into nation8 and tribes so that you roay Lnow esch other Ver y, tbe
b€st of you, iI! üe Eight of Allah dre the Eo6t rightious of you.

.a/-
ts
U

-:-z 2

^Y)

'11-:-tjll:' ,-- a 
P

II .. lr'iJl j.ral n
.... b--/xlr !lJt1 J* 1l-Ält eij.ilt

.,4).hll .;,oi$.ll or )LlJÄ

,#JJl rLrifl g-i jIJSY\ Js\.i.
(1) .r-l+ .TJEJJ

..... al-jll ör+ J as ! y'At s.rli:r
J aJrJSll J'ni!l, !9;Ä1 l!o3;3r3

.A-e3jr. a+jilsJtl

L -.............. OU*rJs 9.i ülJdlj aryl
t ....................-....... /9rExl r+u.l!
ö ...................,, LJtgts :risrll +\1Ä
\. ..,.,....,............... tp!- ö1..J',
\ t ............................... C#U*,Jg.
lr -....-........ iljajj 6JFil oi.la crlt
'\ ! ...................... r.\,.rJl .J,. JtliLi.
\ o -..................,.. 4:r15,,Jt1 6+n !

www.a
rs

iva
ku

rd
i.o

rg



l.f,lgil
UJJ-) {"J 3 t.t: r)t-)t O U, ;rrt O

\rV' -.rp r._i\-.- \\ ,lL- .j -a \:\t -,.!, :u, 
y r-ür (\\):Jl

f r',!,Y ;!;r, 1 o_,1-.; t t ]i*

"Kurdish children in a refugee camp school, \Ve participate in

4ti-4i V)4-)V-\:.ä "''), )\e2\ ä:)l\LD.-,,z' 2;;;.

sponsoring camp schools, (Boys and girls have separate classes.)"
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