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KURDISH RELIEF COMMITTEE MEETING IN CHICAGO

Clockwise:; Dr, Arshad Mirza, Dr. Marvasti, Dr. H. Covosic,
Dr, M. Partowmah, Br, Chalak Royee, Br. Halil Puskar, and Shaukat Shah (See Page 3)
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KURDS HELP THE
BOSNIAN MUSLIMS

On Sunday, May 24, 1992, at the
Islamic Foundation in Villa Park,
IL, a breakfast meeting of the
Kurdish Relief Committee was
held. In the Past year the commit-
tee collected medical Supplies and
shipped them to the Kurdish refu-
gees several times. During this
meeting Dr. Partowmah reported
on the Kurds’ situation and Dr.
Hisham of Bosnia briefed the par-
ticipants on the history and current
conditions in Bosnia. The situation

DISCUSSING FUTURE PLANS

Clockwise: Br. Halim, Dr. Shah, Dr. Arshad

Mirza, Dr. Marvasti(partially blocked) and
Dr. Hashim Covasic

Dr. HASHIM COVQSIC
speaking on the Muslims of Bosnia

of the Muslims in Bosnia is very
alarming. The Bosnians are situ-
ated in between Serbs and Croats,
two fierce groups of Christians for-
merly parts of Yugoslavia. They
are suffering greatly at the hand s of
the ex-Yugoslav Army. Civilians
are gunned down and entire vil-
lages are being destroyed as in
Kurdistan. The committee decided
to expand its relief activities to
Bosnia, Afghanistan, and other
needy areas.

FUTURE PLANS: 1) Collect
medical supplies, food and other
relief items. 2) Arrange shipping.
3) Facilitate awareness of needy
situations. 4) coordinate relief ac-
tivities as much as possible.
Continued on Page 16



NEEDLESS DEATHS IN THE GULF WAR
Civilian Casualties during the Air Campaign and violations of the laws of war

The latest report from Middle East Watch - an
American-based human rights organisation- applies
the rules of war governing international armed
conflicts to examine civilian casnalties and damage to
civilian cbjects from bemb and missile attacks caried
out by the allied forces against Iraq during Operation
Desart Stomm and from missile attacks by Iraq against
1srael, Sandi Arabla, Bahrain and Qatar.

It concludes that while the allics avoided systematic
violations of the laws of war, hundreds of lraqi
civilians died as a result of several allied decisions to
take less than the maximum feasible precautions o
avoid civilian casualties, as required by the laws of
war. In fact, there were mm¥ objects which were
systematically atacked by allied forces beyond the
rules of war such as food warehouses, water treatment
facilities, agricultural secter facilities. This was
substantiated by many evidende and eye withess
accounts given from the ground inside Irag. Attacks
on civilian vehicles, buses ¢ evacuees, civilian
truckers, bedouin tents, crow markets, schools,
hospitals, bridges and other civilian buildings.

Most of the information is based on interviews with
former tesidents of Irag and other eyewimesses to
allied bomb damage, conducted in Jordan and after
the war in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the UK and the
Us

A

According to General McPeak, precision-guided
bombs accounted for only 7,400 of the 84,200 tons of
munitions dropped by the allies during Operaticn
Desert Stom, or a mere 8.8 percent, some of which
was used to attack hardened targets in the Kuwaiti
military theatre.

The remaining 91.2 percent consisted of unguided
weaponry - 30 called "dumb bombs® - with a reported
estimated accuracy rate of only 25 percent.

During the attack on the Ameriyya Air Raid Shelter
in which the largest loss of civilian life - 200-300
casualties - occurred US officials gave no waming
that they considered its protected status as a civilian
shelter 10 have ended. It is now well established,
through interviews with neighborhood residents, that
the Ameriyya structure was plainly marked as a
public shelier.

The allies virtwally destroyed Irag's electrical
system, including four of the couniry's five
hydroelectric facilities and propelled the country
from a medem, energy-dependent society into the
pre-industrial age.

According 10 one air force planner quoted by the
Washington Pest these attacks were intended to send
2 message o the Iraqi people: We're not going to
tolerate Saddam or his regime. Fix that, and we'll fix
your eleciricity.”

Middle East Watch took testimony of repeated
incidents in which ¢ivilian vehicles were attacked on
Iragi highways; some 30-35 Sudanese flecing Iraq

neighboring Jordan were killed when their bus was
bombed 18 miles east of Rutba, in Westemn Iraq and a
Jordanian bus carrying flecing Kuwaiti civilians was
attacked with rockets by allied planes near the Kuwaiti
border killing 27 in the bus.

A similar lack of discrimination characterized several
attacks on Bedouin tents in Westem .

Middle East Wetch is reasonabl that the total
number of clvitians killed di “X by allied atacks did
not exceed several thousand, with an upper limit of
perhaps between 2,500 and 3,000 Iragi dead. These
rumbers, do not include the substantially larger number
of deaths that can be attributed to maltutrition, disease
and lack of medical care caused by a combination of the
UN mandated embargo and the ellies’ destroction of Iraq's
electrical system with its severe secondary cffects. Also,
the numbers exclude thousands of Iragi soldiers and
conscripts who were subjected to B52 carpet bombing
inside the death triangle along the Iraq-Kuwait borders,
There are no Iragi official figures on the number of
casualties but many estimates put the figures well above
100,000 dead and fatal injuries.

During the war, military briefs emphasized the allies
observance of the rules of war and persistently projected
the image of a squeaky- clean bombing campaign. US
military spokesman refused to concede that any of the
allies combat sorties were flawed. Despite persuasive
evidenice of e messy human dimensions of the bombing
campaign, specific damage and casualties sustained by
Iraqi civilians from allied bomb and missile attack have
barely been noted by the Pentagon.

A@lylng the Frlnciplcs of humanitarian law, Middle
East Waich concluded that although a substantial number
of attacks on Saudi Arabia and even some on Israel
appear 10 have been aimed at or near military targets.
Iraq’s missile campaign as a whele was characterized by
serious violations of humanitarian law due o attacks on
civilian targets, the use of indiscriminate missiles,
temrorizing the civilian population, and ilfegal reprisals.

The Iragi missile aftacks came amid an outpouring of
thetoric apparenily designed to terrorize the civilian
population of those countries,

Following a missile launching on February 11 Radio
Baghdad said that the strike was intended "to sow death
and alarm in the heans of those who have isolated our
people in the occupied land.”

Today, Saddam Hussien celebrated his victory in the
Gulf war , arguing that the Allies failed in achieving their
main objectives, that is to dislodge him from power. The
Allies claim full victery in achieving their declared war
objective, 10 liberate Kuwait. The only conclusion that
may be agreed upon by all panties is that the Iraqi people
have become the prime vicims of the Gulf war.

NEEDLESS DEATHS IN THE GULF WAR,
ublished by Middle East Waich, A division of
rlmuan Rights Waich, November 1991

February 1992
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bridged from the Readers Digasts

TOSAVE A PEOPLE

For more than a decade, the Kurds
int Iraq have endured a hellish vergn of
terror at the hands of Saddam Hus-
sein. When President Bush called on
fraqis to overthrow the dictator at the
end of the Gulf War, Iragi Kurds
responded instantly, Taking up erms,
they drove Saddam’s troops from key
pomnts in northern Irag. It appeared as
if they would at long last win their
freedom.

But the U.S.-led coalition mexpli-
cably allowed Saddam to counter-
attack. Nearly two million Kurds fled
Jrom their lowland villages into the
mountains and into Turkey and iran.
Thousands dicd before coalition pres-
sure compelled Saddam’s troops to
retrear. The Allies promused safety to
those survivors who would retorn to
their devastated villages.

Reader's Digest Roving Editor
Fergus M. Bordewich recently trav-
eled over a thousand miles through
Kurdish territory in northern lrag.
The situation, he reports, is desperate.

Here is the tragic story of a noble
people whose ssorvival hangs i the
balance.

TH]:‘. paY began mild and clear in
the city of Halabja. Then,
without warning, Saddam Hus-
sein’s troops sent MiGs shricking in
from the south. Detonations shook
houses like pieces of cloth in the
wind. The family of 20-yeai-old
Hadi Mohammed. Ali fled 1o their
Jbasement, where they were packed
in shoulder to shoulder. Alirantoa

BY: F. M, BORDEWICH

less crowded house nearby.

Just before sunset, March 16,
1988, Ali climbed up to the roof.
Amid flames and cones of black
smoke, he saw yellow clouds scep-
ing through the ancient lanes of the
city. “Gas!” people shouted. “God
save us!” Corpscs lay everywhere
along the street.

Once the clouds drifted away,
Al raced home. All was quict
when he reached his house. They
must have gotten away, he thought
with relief. Then he went into the
back yard and opened the cellar
door. Inside lay his family—dead.

Ali made it to a refugee camp in
Iran. He was one of the lucky ones.
At least 5000 of Halabja’s 70,000
inhabitants were killed that day.
The wounded who went to Iraqgt
hospitals never returned. Later,
Traqi troops dynamited the remains
of Halabja.

After the Guif War, when Sad-
dam’s security forces fled, Ali and
other refugees returned to their
villages. Though Iraqi Kurds are
enjoying the first taste of freedom
they have known in half a century,
they continue to uncover mass
graves full of Saddam’s victims.

“They ‘didn’t dic all at once,”
Nabi Mustafa says, explaining what
happened to his family in Halabja.
“Some of them lingered, getting
sicker every day. But ali 38 of them
died.”

One of Mustafa’s comrades
shouts through the sound of the



rain that Saddam’s security forces
seized everything he owned and
murdered his uncle. Another says
that he was tortured for six months
in onc of Saddam’s prisons.
Finally Ali turns with a ques-
tioning look in his eyes. “Why did
the Allies let that monster Saddam
live?” he asks. “Why? Why?"

In 1920, the victorious Allies of
World War I promised the Kurds a
homeland, but three years later re-
neged. In the 1970s, the United
States promised continuing support
to the Kurds against Iraq. Then, at
the request of the Shah of Iran,
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
directed an abrupt halt to the arms
shipments. The cost was tens of
thousands of Kurdish lives.
During the next decade, vast
areas of Iragi Kurdistan were
completely depopulated. Saddam’s
armies herded hundreds of thou-
sands into government compounds.
Systematically sweeping through
once-fertile valleys, Iraqi forces
bombed towns into rubble,
wrecked irrigation systems and cut
down orchards. Some 70 communi-
ties were attacked by poison gas.
An estimated 4000 villages were
wiped out, and go percent of the
“land laid waste. “It was like hell—
you felt like the devil was behind
you with a whip,” one refugee said.
“Even the bees fled.”

Some 20 miltion Kurds live scat-
tered through Iraq, Turkey and

Iran, with small numbers in Syria
and the foimer Soviet Union. Some
4.5 million of them dwell in north-
ern Iraq, where their ancestors
have lived for thousands of years.
But as I traveled across Iraqi Kur-
distan, it seemed as if the very land
had been murdered. Schools, hospi-
tals and mosques had been blown to
bits. I saw pitiful, frozen refugees
struggling to cook meals amid the
twisted heaps of metal and concrete
that were once their homes.

This was not the result of war. It
was the result of Saddam Hussein’s
premeditated campaign to wipe
Iraq’s Kurds off the face of the
earth, for the Kurds have stead-
fastly refused to bow willingly to
his dictatorship.

The majority of Kurds are Mos-
lems, but they are not Arabs. For
years Kurds have fought all occu-
piers of their homeland, yet
they have never resorted to interna-
tional terrorism to attract attention
to their cause. They have blown up
no airliners, hijacked no buses,
murdered no civilians. In a region
fraught with religious hatred, the
Kurds are renowned for their tol-
erance of Jewish and Christian
minorities.

The sprawring, modern city of
Sulaymaniyah lies in the shadow of
snowcapped peaks near Iraq’s bor-
der with Iran. Until last year,
though, Sulaymaniyah’s real center
was not the bustling marketplace in
the middle of the city, but an ugly

(1) This statement should read: Some 25-40 million Kurdslive in their ancestral homeland Kurdistan
currently occupied by Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Arminia and Azirbaijan (former USSR republics.)
An estimated 20% of the total population are scaitered throughout the Middle East, Gulf Smr.es,.
North Africa, Euro_pe, Australia and North America.
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concrete compound known as the
Security Center.

“This is where I lived for five
months,” Haji Mahmoud says as
we enter a windowless, concrete
cell about three-feet wide by six-

Haji Mahmoud
feetlong. “I was sure | would never
come out.”

Mahimoud, 61, had been a free-
dom fighter for 30 ycars before he
was captured by Iraqgi police in
19g0. He leads me through a laby-
rinth of filthy corridors to a small
dark room. A large iron hook
hangs from a bar atiached to the
ceiling. Blood has soaked so deep-
ly into the floor that it is sull
visible months after the prison
was liberated. “This is where they
tortured me,” Mahmoud says
emotionlessly.

Three times every night he was
handcuffed and forced to climb
onto a table. His wrists were hung
over the ceiling hook, and the table
was kicked away.

The Iraqis beat him with inch-
thick cables as he dangled from the
hook. Sometimes they squeezed off
chunks of flesh with pliers. They

pushed live wires into his ears, his
tongue, his genitals.

The rorture sessions lasted up
to two hours each. When he was
returned to his cell, sleep was im-
possible, for the screams of other
victims echoed throughout the
prison.

One right Mahmoud heard gun-
fire owtside the Security Center.
Kurdish freedom fighters had be-
gun an attack. Mahmoud heard the
guards stop at the cell next to his,
then waiched as they pulled a
shackled prisoner into the corridor
and poured acid onto his naked
body. He thrashed helplessly on the
concrete floor until the guards shot
him dead.

My turn will be next, Mahmoud
thought. But the firing grew loud-
er, and the guards left. Several
hours later, Kurdish freedom fight-
ers battered down his cell door.

Today Mahmoud remains blind
in one eye, and has trouble hearing.
“Tell the nations what happened
here,” he pleads. "Tell them to put
a border between us and the Iraqis.
If the Allies give Saddam any
breathing space, he will kill us all.
Please protect usl”

“Not EVEN A worwM shall be allowed
to raise its head in Barzan!” Sad-
dam Hussein once declared. And
no family has paid a higher person-
al price in the Iraqi Kurds’ struggle
than the Barzanis.

For nearly 20 years, Gen. Mus-
tafa Barzani led the Kurds in their
fight against the Iragi government.
Now his son, Massoud Barzani, 45,
heads the Kurdish Democratic Par-

ty,



Thirty-seven of Barzani’s rela-
tives, including three brothers, have
been murdered by the Iraqis. Anoth-
er 8000 members of his extended clan
were forcibly removed from their
homes, while every single village in
the valley of Barzan was destroyed.
Barzani himself has survived four
assassination attempts.

Barzani's personal bravery is leg-
endary. When the Iragis set out to
destroy the Kurds last year, one of
their first targets was his mountain
headquarters in the battered resort
town of Salahuddin. Panic-stricken
Kurds were flooding into the
mountains, while Iraqi armored di-
visions followed close behind. Bar-
zani knew that unless someone
made a stand, the entire front was
in danger of collapse.

[raqi tanks would have to pass
single file through a gorge to get to
him. Barzani gathered 57 men
from his personal guard and head-
ed for the gorge. It was a desperate
gamble, and advisers urged him to
flee.

They waited until the first tanks
appeared in the light of a rain-
swept dawn. At Barzani's signal,
the anti-tank gun recoiled, its shell

leaving the lead tank smoking on
the road.

Barzani’s men pinned down the
Iraqi infantry with their fire:
Against incredible odds, Barzani's
well-directed fire disabled five
tanks, permanently blocking the
road and forcing the fragis to with-
draw. "Even when you are on the
brink of defeat, never lose hope,”
he says, “and never be arrogant in
victory.”

THe pramv TrRUTH is that without
our help, the Kurds will die. Con-
tinued Allied air patrols are vital.
The United Nations must ensure
an autonomous haven in northern
Iraq where the Kurds can live in
freedom.

Most important is the public
guarantee of protection against the
vengeance of Saddam Hussein. The
message to Saddam has to be clear: if
he dares to attack the Kurds again,
the Allies will retaliate.

There may be no hope for the
families of Hadi Mohammed Ali or
Nabi Mustafa. But the fate of mil-
lions of other Kurds lies in our
hands.

Dear Reader

As-Salamu Alaikum

Please send intemational draft in the amount of $30.00 to:Judi
P.0. BOX 15020 Ann Arbor, MI 48106 USA
For annual subscription of Judi (6 issues per year).
Your extra donations will be appreciated too. Thank you




KURDISTAN

ON THE PAGES OF OLD PUBLICATIONS !
HISTORY

The origin of the Kurds cannot yet be accurately defined. Tht
oldest Sumerian records leave little doubt that not later than 2,09
B.C. a people named Giitd or Kiti, Iater on called Kartie by th
Assyrians, held the region of middle Tigris from the district ¢
Bohtan roundabout Mount Gfidi (perverted into Jebel Judi by
the Arabs), across Bezabda (Jezirat 7bn Omar of the Arabs), ¥
the mountains of Kuh-i-Shengar (Jebel Sinjar) in the west
the chains of Zagros in the east. Another group of kindred trib®
named Kassites (Kassu) descended into Babylon from the sou™
ern hills of Zagros and governed Babylonia (Akkad) for ab,ﬂ"t
six centuries (1800-1200 B.C.). It appears that these orig
Kurdish tribes, perhaps of pure Aryan stock, were one of the
oldest autochthonous people of those mountain regions.

Called Kardu by later Assyrians and pre-Muslim Arabs,
Gortiikh by Armenians, and Carduchi (Kapdoxoti) Gordse, Cyrti,
etc., in the Greek and Roman classics, the history of the Kurds
has consequently been very confused and illusory. There is, how-
ever, little doubt that by a comparative study of the records
of Sargon II. and Assarhaddon of Assyria,
of Herodotus, of Moses of Chorene (Ar-
menian) and Persian epic poems some of
the great Kurdish tribes, the Bokhtis, the
Mukris, the Hadabanis, the Mihranis (Mil- |-
lis), the Babans and others, can be-identi-
fied as existing as early as the 6th century %=
pc. and living the same sort of life as
to-day. They constitute the oldest aris- &
tocracy throughout the world in so far as [°_1
their tribal names are concerned. i

From the dawn of history the Kurdish
tribes have scarcely submitted to any em-
pire or conqueror for Jong. They fought [
the Sumerian dynasties, one of which
called itself Gutium. The Hittite monarch, |28
Shubbilukuma (1370 B.C.), refers to them |~({A2
as Gurda and to their god Gir. As the
chief constituent elements of the Nairi
confederation they fought all the great
Assyrian monarchs from Salmanasor L
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onwards until they helped Cyaxares and Cyrus to overthrow
both Nineveh and Babylon. Viewed from an historical angle,
it appears that the Assyrian empire, even at the height of its
power, felt secure only in the plain of Nineveh and westwards;
whereas the Kurdish tribes in the north, north-east, and on the
borders of Elam caused increasing trouble to Assyria by their
unvanquished self-assertion. On the downfall of the Median
empire, the Kurds seem to have absorbed the remnants of
Mede warriors as they absorbed later Assyrians, Armenians and
the Turkomans; just in the same way as they have themselves
been absorbed by their neighbours. Under Cyrus and Darius,
the Kurdish tribes were completely Aryanized and their national
characteristics were formed. On a more or less equal footing with
the great satraps of Achaemian Persia, they not only supplied
troops but they became the privileged guardians of Zoroastrian
temples (the Ravandi tribe). They fought the Greeks of Xeno-
phon on their retreat through Bohtan, as well as the Seleucids who
tied to dominate them, and they were prominent under the
Sassanians.

Many Invasions.—The Kurds were not subdued by Arab oc-
Cupation of their land (7th—gth century). They knew the Aryans,
lJlllt the Arabs anticipated the later ruthless destruction of Kurdish
aties by Mongols. Ruins of these destructions can be seen from

adan and Kermanshah to the Tigris. This region formed the
Kurdish independent kingdom of Shahrizor (11th to 16th cen:
tury). The ruins of Yassin Tepe represent: the site of the capital
Gty and castle of Shahrizor.

Another independent Kurdish kingdom, the Mervan family,
fuled at Diarbekr in the first half of the r1th century, succumb-
Ing to the Seljuks. When Salaheddin the Great (Saladin) fought

Crusaders and united most of the Kurdish tribes under his
fule in Syria (12th century) Kurdish power was at its height.

When the Mongol Great Khan Mangu sent his brother Hulagu
\1252) to conquer Western Asia, he was to suppress those Kurd-
b “robbers” of Kurd-i-kuh (Shahrizor) who hampered the free
Movements of the Mongol armies. The Kurds massacred 20,000

ongols in 1257 before the castle of Arbil.

When the Turks occupied Armenia and Kurdistan in 151436,
during their wars with Persia, Sultan Selim I. entrusted the organ-
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Zation of these practically independent countries to Mullah Idris,
2 Kurd of Bitlis. Idris transferred many Kurdish clans into the

valley, and Arab Sheikh families into the Kurdish tribes, to
‘ouvert them to the Sunni faith. Although the Turks confetred
ll'lllours, on Kurdish chiefs the sympathy of the Kurds remained

always with Persia, and by close co-operation with their Chris-
tian neighbours the Kurds waged unceasing warfare against the
Turks for the maintenance of their independence. Led by Bedz-
khan Bey of Bohtan, the Yezidi chief of Revanduz and of Hak-
kiari, the tribes rose against the Turkish reforms, and from 1832
to 1847 the Turks sent army after army to overcome those
courageous tribes and destroy their castles. Many of the Kurdish
Derebeys (Lords of Valleys) were replaced by Turkish governors.
In order to disrupt the unwritten pact of friendship between
the Kurds and their Christian neighbours, Abdul Hamid organized
“in 1890, in his own name, cavalry divisions from the Kurds, which
became a scourge to all indiscriminately. This privileged Kurd-
ish force considerably retarded the growth of national self-con-
sciousness among the Kurds and produced hostile feeling between
them and the Armenians. (See ARMENIA.) _

With the downfall of Abdul Hamid, the Kurdish cavalry was
suppressed in 1909, and more enlightened Kurds came forward to
lead their people. Several Kurdish deputies in the Ottoman cham-
ber and senate took up the national cause. Kurdish newspapers
and party clubs were established in Constantinople, Baghdad and
Mosul to cultivate a common language for the use of all Kurds.
The Young Turks waged war against Ibrahim Pasha of the Millis,
the Sheikh Barzani near Mosul, the Hamavends and the tribes
of Dersim. _

World War I.—None of the Kurdish tribes had any interest -
in World War I; yet from the beginning they were involved both
on Caucasian and the Mesopotamian fronts and suffered heavy
losses.

At the Peace Conference in Paris in 1919 Sherif Pasha, a Kurd,
represented the claims of the Kurdish race, demanding inde-
pendence from Turkey. In the Treaty of Sévres, Kurdistan was
defined as a narrow strip of territory lying between the southern
irontier of Armenia and Northern ‘Iragq. The Treaty of Lausanne
did not mention Kurdistan; it left the delimitation of the north-

i



ern boundary of ‘Iraq to a friendly agreement between Great Brit-
ain and Turkey; failing this, the dispute was to be solved by the
Council of the League of Nations. (See MosvuL.)

While the Council of the League was discussing this essentially
Kurdish problem a Kurdish rebellion broke out in Turkey in Feb.
1923, having Ginj and other middle Taurus heights as its centre.
Sheikh Said, followed by some well-known tribal chiefs, had
initial successes. The Turks collected regular troops and, after
short and decisive assaults, broke the Kurdish rebellion and cap-
tured the ringleaders. A Turkish court martial was set up at
Diarbekr, which condemned to death Sheikh Said, Dr, Fuad and
46 other Kurdish nationalist leaders. They were all executed in
Aug. 1925. The President of the Turkish court martial stated later
that the rebellion had a purely nationalist motive. Later the
Turkish Republican Government passed a law transferring the
Kurdish leaders from their historic homes in Bohtan Sasun and
Bayazid to the unhealthy coasts of Anatolia. Intermittent warfare

still went on.

BisLiocrapEY.—Sharafeddin, Skaraj-Namah (1597), or Fastes de
la nation Kourde, 4 vols.; trans. into French by F. Charmoy
(St. Petersburg, 1869); Rich, Narrative of a Residence in Koordistan
(1836) ; Wagner, Reise nach Persien und dem Lande der Kurden
(1852) ; Millingen, Wild Life among Koords (1870); Binder, Au
Kurdistan "(1887); Hiising, “Der Zagros und seine Vélker,” in
Der Alte orient, Hefte 3-4 (1908); Tusti, Kurdische Grammaiik,
(1880) ; Hartmann, “Bohtan,” in Mitt. d. Vorderas. Ges. (1896-97);
Prym and Socin, Kurdische Sammlungen (1890); Jaha, Dict. Kurde-
Frangais (1879) ; Houtum-Schindler, “Beitrige zum Kurd. Word-
Schatze,” in Zeits d. morg. Ges., vols. xxxviii. and xlii. (1884 and
1888) ; Sykes, Kurdish Tribes in the Otioman Empire (1907);
Shahbaz, Armenian-Kurdish relations (in Armenian), 1910; Soane,
Elementary Kurmanji Grammar (1919) ; Jardine, thdinan Kurmaniji
Grammar (1922); Soane, To Mesop. and Kurdistan in Disguise
(Igzzg; Safrastian, Kurds: their Origins and History (full(filgli)o.)
(1928). 3

~

r_(l) - In selecting these items about Kurdistan we had one particular
class of readers in mind: Those who never heard of Kurds or Kurdistan
until after the Persion Gulf Crisis. By reprinting these pages directly
from old books without any editing or updating we assert that their ig-
norance of the issue ts actually the main part of the Kurdish preblem.
Otherwise these types of information have been available in print even
before they were bom. JUDI




Inna Lillahi Wa Inna lJaihi Raji’un
(We are from Allah and to Him we Return.)

On behalf of myself and my bereaved children, I thank everyone
who extended condolences to my family after the demise of my
beloved life companion and mother of my four children, Joyce
Partowmah, which took place on December 12, 1991 due to heart
failure.

We are sorry we can not answer your wonderful notes or recorded
messages individually. But we do appreciate your warm feelings and
your concern. May Allah bless you all and keep you under His
protection and reward you abundantly.

Mozaffar Partowmah, Ph.D

The Kurdish Responsibility: OURS
By Masud Khan

Understand the situation; Kurdish people are good Muslims living
in an area which borders Iraq, Iran, and Turkey. After the U.S.
crushed the Iragi military, people in Iraq, seeing an opportunity,
began to rebel, but Saddam Hussain brutally crushed the move-
ment. He uses military helicopters and fires on withdrawing
Kurds. The Kurdish people starve and continue to die in large
numbers each day. The U.S. and other countries, none Musiim,

- send humanitarian aid. The Muslims around the world sit and
watch.

Once understanding the scenario, I cannot understand the passive
attitude of Muslims around the world. Brothers and sisters in
Islam are dying, and Muslims go about their daily lives as if noth-
ing is happening. I feel it is evident that non-Muslims feel more
sympathy than Muslims. Feel ashamed, but thankful, that non-
Muslims are doing more for our people than so-called Muslims.
Remember, you will be asked by Allah{swt) what you did to save
your dying brothers and sisters in Kurdistan.

From Islamic Insights « « » April » «  ssue 1
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Joice and | (Continued)

by M. Partowmah

Joyce travelled to Iran with me in 1275. We had a boring ship voyage from
New York to Germany which took over 10 days, then a long land trip from there all
the way to Iran, Thedifficulties of this trip was enough for her to take a plane upon
arrival and return to the U.S.! However, she bacame so much attached to Iran that
I had a hard time to leave!

in 1876 while Joyce was pregnant with our youngest son, Jafar we left Iran
and went to Saudi Ar: Ma, where | signed a two year contract for teaching physics.
Our trip was another iong one from Meshad to Kurdistan and from there back to
Tehran, Isfahan and Shiraz during the summer heat. To top all that, Iran Air was not
willing to permit Joyce aboard from Shiraz to Dhahvan due to the stage of her
pregnancy. At no point Joyce showed any anger or laxity in going ahead with our
plan - actually my plan since she was already much more in harmony with lran in
Meshad. She loved the daily shopping and the fresh produce of Meshad. |
suspected that in Saudi Arabia Joyce woukd feel boxad in, like | felt in Iran. Because
in Saudi Arabla women were not permitted to drive! they were totally dependant on
menfolk. But this very point was what Joyce loved the most and loved Saudi Arabia
for itt

The first Hajj season, when we were in Saudi Arabla, Joyce had just given
- birth and was not in a position to travel. That year | parformed Hajj with my mother
and sister. We left Joyce alone at home with the baby. The next year she went to
Haij with me. Masha-Allah! What a beautiful performance. On the Mount of Mercy
(Jabal ar Rahmah) Joyce was literally out of this world, her hands stretched out all
the way into the sky and words of supplication were pouring out of her mouth. She
resembled a piece of white cloud and was light like a feather, Atone point | thought
she was floating in airl Afiahu Akbar! | envied her state of mind.

{(In December 1991, Dr. Partowmah was overseas when Joyoe was hospitalized and
passed away.)

| performed Umrah on behalf of Joyce between Fajr and Jumu'ah prayers after both
of which extra prayers were conducted on deceased Muslim bodies. | took the first
available fiight directly to JFK airport from Jeddah on Saturday December 14 at
about 1:00 am arriving at 5:00 am NY time t¢ participate in the Janazah prayer and
the burial of my life partner. The burial took place under rain at about 1:00 pm
Saturday Dec. 14, 91. We ara all from Allah and to Allah we retum.

May Allah grant her paradise,. Amen.
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COVER PICTURE :
SHEIKH AHMAD MUFTIZADAH

Omn the Arabic cover of this is-
sue we present the reader with a
picture of the Muslim scholar,
activist, graduate of Al-Azhar
and leader of the Muslim Kurds,
Sheikh Ahmad Muftizadah who
spent the last ten years of his
life in confinement for no
known Shariah violation . We
believe it is a high time the cur-
rent moderate government in
Tahran free him and inform the
Muslim Ummah of thier Islamic
reasons for holding him under
house arrest for so long !

Allameh ( equivalent to Irani-
an Ayatullah ) Muftizadah
founded the "Qur'an Instifute” of
learning in Kurdistan to combat
onslaught of Communism and
Secularism . He revitalized the
functions of Masajid and Friday
Khutbahs and very energitically
united the Kurdish resistance
against the tyranny of the Shah.

During the Sixties and the

Seventies he publicized the taped
massages of Imam Khomeini
among the Sunny population of
Iran . Later he participated in
drafting the Islamic Constitu-
tion of Iran and expressed his
views on its weak points .

He also founded the "Central
Consultation Majlis" of the Sun-
ny population (Shams) .

For unknown reasons he was
arrested with nearly one thou-
sand followers and students in
1982 . Most of his students were
freed after a few years but
Sheikh Ahmad himself still re-
mains under house arrest . The
cover picture was taken in 1988
in his study room .

We strongly appeal to ali Mus-
lims and freedom lovers to de-
mang his release in unison from
the moderate government of
Iran . Ten full years confine-
ment should be more than

enough .

“Mardin Camp” Turkey

Mardin Camp is a Kurdish refugee camp. There are about 8300 refugeesin this
-camp. They fled from lrag in 1988 when the lragi regime used chemical
weapons against their defendless villages and dastroyed them Most of the
refugees are children and women. Coma with me and see their situation, they
live in tents. Our brother and sisters imagine the life in tents - the cold of winter,
the heat of summer. Now how will thay be back to theirhomealand? Thelrvillages
all are destroyed. Our brothers and sisters: these are Muslim people. We must
axtend the help to them. They're our brothers and abandoning them without
help will increase their suffering.

Harman Hajar




KURDS HELP.... FROM PAGE 3

Alhamdullilah, the breakfast
brought concerned believers to-
gether in a spirit of respect and
cooperation, from which acommit-
tee was organized (See names ap-
pearing after the appeal). After
Friday Prayer a subcommittee in-
cluding brothers Marvasti, Halil,
Sadiq, and Halim collected cash
amounting to approximately
$700.00 and pledges for medical
samples.

For more information:

URGENT APPEAL

The following items are desperately
needed for the Bosnian Muslims:

1- Baby formula (Powder formonly)
2- Can food

3- Antibiotics

4- Bandage, Gauze, etc.

5- Aspirin & Tranquilizer

Cash contributions for this worthy
cause would be highly appreciated.

EMERGENCY RELIEF COMMITTEE

1- Dr. Arshad Mirza
2- Dr. Hashim Covaosic
3- Br. Halil Puskar
4- Br, Sadiq Hussein
5- Br, Halim Mostafa

OTHER COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

1- Dr. Riaz Akhtar

2- Dr. M. Arain

3- Dr. Shaukat Shah
4- Dr. Muhammad Ali
5- Dr. F. Marvasti

6- Dr. M. Partowmah
7- Br. Chalak Royee

(312)-735-4600
(312)-334-2323
(708)-616-8223
(708)-627-3000
(708)-629-5104

Please write checks to the order of
The Islamic Foundation and mark
itinthe memo section " for Bosnian
relief” and mail it to 1069 S.
Westmore #108, or mark “for
Kurdish relief" and write to the
order of The Islamic Cenfer of
Long Island or The Kurdish
American Fraternity and Mail to
P.O. Box 10372 Westbury, NY
11590.

O
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL
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O’ mankind! we created you from a single male and a female; and placed
you into nations and tribes so that you may know each other. Venly, the
best of you, in the sight of Allah are the most rightious of you.
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