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KURDISH RELIEF COMMITTEE MEETING IN CHICAGO
Clockwise; Dr. Arshad Mirza, Dr. Marvasti, Dr. H. Covosic,

Dr. M. Partowmah, Br. Chalak Royee, Br. Halil Puskar, and Shaukat Shah (See Page 3)
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KURDS HELPTHE
BOSNIAN MUSLIMS

On Sunday, May ?4, 1992, at the
Islamic Foundation in Villa Park,
IL, a breakfast meeting of the
Kurdish Relief Committee was
held. In the Past year the commit-
tee collected medical Supplies and
shipped them ro the Kurdish refu-
gees several times. During this
meeting Dr. Partowmah reported
on the Kurds' situation and Dr.
Hisham of Bosnia briefed the par-
ticipants on the history and current
conditions in Bosnia. The situation

DIS CIJS SING FUTURE PI-ANS
Clockwiss Br. Ilalin Dr. Shab Dt. Anhad
Mirza, Dr. Marvastifuanially blocked) and

Dt Hoshim Covo6ic

Dr. HASHIM COVOSIC
speaking on t}le Muslims of Bosnia

of the Muslims in Bosnia is very
alarming. The Bosnians are situ-
ated in between Serbs and Croats,
two fierce groups ofChristians for-
merly pans of Yugoslavia. They
are suffering greatly at the hand s of
the ex-Yugoslav Army. Civilians
are gunned down and entire vil-
lages are being destroyed as in
Kurdistan. The committee decided
to expand its relief activities to
Bosnia, Afghanistan, and other
needy areas.

zuTURE PLANS: 1) Collect
medical supplies, food and other
relief items. 2) Anange shipping.
3) Facilitate awareness of needy

situations. 4) coordinate relief ac-

tivities as much as possible.

Continued on Page 16
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NEEDLESS DEATHS IN TIIE GIJLFWAR
Civilian Crsusltl€s during the Air Campaign and violadonr of the lasB of wü

Thc lrtcit rlpon ion Mddlc Easr Warch . an
Amcrican+scd hümatr nllrls or8lrdserion- applics
thc rulcr of war loycming intcmltioml arüad
codlids b crerirE civilir!! c{$rltica end demrgc to
civUhr objaca ftü boob ard Disil€ ü*! c5nicd
dn by de dlLd foraar rgaißt Inq duril8 opcralim
Daran S\orü cd f|!6 mtisll! ücts bt hq .gaifft
I'r.d, Srdt ArSt!, B3hrrh ard Qalü.

It corElud6 lht sldlc th. sllic. ryoidcd 3tacmrtic
vlolalioß of d|c lrws of wsr, hündrcd! of lnqi
GMI{!|8 did rc a llsult of scwral rüiad dcciriom to
talc hrr d||rl dE oaxlmuD farsiblo prrcautioE ro

oid ciyilian ca$altias, a! rcqutEd by ür Lw8 of
sri. ltr faat lhcrE *crr D&y objcgn wü.tr \r€l?
lyrtcDraicrly rr*kcd by axlcd forccr bcyond üF
ülc! of wü lrNdr ! food würüooL8, wittat ütatülcn
frcilidcs, rgricültunl srdor ftcilidar. Tlit prs
lubt ndaLd by Eüry cvidcndc ,nd eyc witnc8s
acoouür givcD fim rhc llourd iDridc lraq. At&cb
on cMllrlr vehldcs, ho3ac craryfurg €vrq|ca3. civili8n
EucIü$ b€douin t€di, crowdcd mrrtcir, scho|l,
lEeitdr, bridSü rd odrr civilim hlildirrgs.

Modt of tlE itrfomrtion i3 brrrd on int reicss with
fomcl rr3idlrrts of lrrq atd oth€r cycsiur63c! to
dlad bonb dattlaga, candüctrd t! ,odrn üd .irl
üa war ln Kueail. $udi Arabh. thc t K 3trd d|e
USA

Acc4dlng lo OarE@l McPcdq pEirion-8uidld
bofibr ..couD&d for orly 7,400 of dF t4r00 Dra of
Dunitioß dmppcrt by üe dlia8 durlnS OF'3don
Dcr€n Sl,oftn, or e mc|E 8.8 parcür, t@a of wnich
war ulcd ro riect hüdcrEd l|r8ctr in thc Klrwaid
miüray dE üE.

Thc rrolinin8 9ll pa.ccr! consirtcd of unguidcd
v,qponry - !o crlcd 'dü!Db bodbs' - with a &poncd
ardmatad accuracy a ofooly 25 Frc.tlr

Duaing üF amd on tlF futrcriyya Alr Rdd ShclEr
in whch üe l.rr6t loss of civilhn llf€ - 2@3{x)
csüalric! - ocqirE/ Us olficiab 8i!vc no |lnnlng
tfur rhcy col|3idcrEd iß prcrcctd suün ra r civilian
rlElicr ro hwc cndcd. Il ir now pcn .st blirhcd,
tfuqrlh intcrvicsr with rEigbbodhod rcrldcnr!, ü1
lh! Amcdyyr structlE was plaitrly E'|tGd $ r
p0blic ahclt r

The alles virlull|y dcstmycd lraq'! .lcctdcal
ryslem, includinS foua of lha cou ry's fiv.
hydroclccric frcilitid and pmpaled üc counEy
fiE|n r filodrm, ancrgr{cFndcnt Socicty inlo tlrc
prr-irdügdal rgc.

Aocording to oE rir forcc plrnrEr quotcd by lhc
Wrshingon lbst ü|csa attacl(' uietE int@ded to l.|d
a rtrc,srg! @ tlF lraqi FoFlci wc'r! rEt gpiDg 0o

toL|ttr Sddam or hir rcgina. Fh !h{t aid w€'I fix

'loür 
rtccricily."

Middlc E sr Wdch toot rcsrimony of rcpcal.d
lßi&nti in whichciviliaD vchiclca wcrE aqlckql on
Inqi highwryri sdnc 3G35 Sod.rse lleaing lraq to

@ighbodng Jordan wert killcd whrn lhcir b,ui w.s
b@üad lt mllcs €ür of Rutba, ln Wcclrrn l|!q &d a
,odÜ |n bllc clrrytng flacing Kuwdd civillanr w$
dralcd with roct tr by aüL! !üüE |E r dF Kusaiti
bordcrf in8 ?7 inüIc hr6.

A iimilü Lct of dfu.riminarion cbüeEdz.d scvdal
rtiraks on Bcdouin iants itr Wcstcm lrq.

I\,fiddlc E sr Wrch ir n.sonüly confida[ that dF EEI
nmbcr of clvili.nr lilhd dln.dy by.ülcd att ck did
Dot cxccad scvcnl üouaand, vith u upDc. liDh of
Fri|p6 bctwccn 2,500 .nd 3,000 lr.d drd. Tlrcic
Il|rmbcn, do nor imludc üE rllüBr|rnially lirSar mdbcr
of daath8 that cd be attriburcd to malnutridorr dilE$c
ard lrt of n.dical carE caucd by . codbntion of tlE
t N nrdat d cDbügp üd dE sUics dcrtru.|ion of Iraq'f
eLctsical ryltam wiö iE iavar! $acordüy rfEo8. Abo,
ihc nuorbcts axclude üo{rsdds of Inqt loldicn üd
conrcripts who wcr! subjcc&d 1o 852 carFr boüttng
irutdc tlE dc.th tri$8lc almS {|c Irrq-Kueit boidlil'
Thcrc e't no Lroi olficial firurcB otr thc numbcr of
crsualtics but many csümlEs ür üa R8rlrr{ wall stovc
100,000 dc.d üd f.d iniurics.

fxrinS üE war, dilit ry bricfs eüpb.slz.d rhc dll€3
obcdv.n r of üc rulcr of wrr md pariisLtnly pmjacad
dE imegc of r !qucd(y- cLrn bombing cepaign. US
militrry Bpolcs n rEfir.aad b conccdc th|l any of tha
rllica combar ionic! urc|! llrwEd- f,lcroita ocrsurtivc
cvidancc of thc mcsry humm dimcßionr_of üi: bombing
crttrp.iltl sFcific &ma8c ,nd cdudric! iu!üiüd by
Inqi civiliaü ftoD rlied bortrb {trd ni$ilc ürat hrvc
barly bacn nor.d by üE Fenlrgdr.

Alolytnl dE p.indpLr of humüiltrirn hw, Middlc
Ersrvich-co.Efuded ihar rlthough r subüüri.l rumbct
of a$r€kr on Saudl ABbi{ ard avcn soora on Islacl
.pFar to havc bccn ainai at or rEü nillrary taaSeE.
Irdql missilc crmDeign !3 a wholc w|' chandcrircd by
scriou! violrtiotr! of huneniürian l5w duc to uck on
ciailirn ur8rB. thc ü!c of indl.cdmiD{c Ei'8ilcs,
ldrorizing dE ciyilfutr FF|l|tiolr, &d ilctd rt?lürls.

The haqi nissilc ald(| camr üDid ü qrFoudng of
ficFrlc |ppalrrldy dsigrrcd ao t!]|!rizc thc civilirn
Doq atioo of thotc courrics,- 

icollowing r mitEilc ldnching on Fcbnüy I I Rdlo
BgM{d said üat üE skikc urr hEardcd -to roll rtc|lh
.Id rl.rm in üG hc|tu of dnsc wln hwc iaolatcd üra
p.opl. in lhc ocq{t€d lrd.-

Today, Srddün Husri€o cclebntld hi! vidory in tlF
Culf w& , a.guinS üat üE Aüies failed ltr |..bicving dEir
mrin obicclivas.lhar is o dlslodEa hiüt f|!n @vc.. Tür
A[i.i ci.im tull viclort In rchi&ing ü.b d&l&d w'r
objccrivc, to llb.rNtc Kowail Thc or y cotclu3iotr ürl
rDay hc agrcd upon by aU ponic. ir üa üc lnqi Fopk
hrve bccomc üE princ vicrims of thc Culf w8t

NEEDLESS DEATHS II{ THE GI'LF WAI ,
publlihed by Mlddl€ Frrr Wsrcl! A dlvlCoD ot
Humrn Rlahtr wrrdr, Novsmh.r l99l

Fcbdary 1992 Dialogu.

N@: Tü.lnqj Eldtn dd rlE B. itr Ptily lnt d YhGdEd Küd Eb'Dih! oa'oclr'Nd dEtlFd oF4.@otilttd did Dlblijw
ü.y ltdul; edd ü. @bd by sy ü @ifül Iß. hlpld Mln!@r'(PBUH) xid' H.E tE y 6 ü- rb G d rh' Bsrh tq

th.l tlt Ch. ib n i 0E rlv sdd h.E EE dv6'.Irdr
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Äbridled from rhe Re.derd Di!6t:

hbt morc than a dccadc, the Kutds
in lrcq haue endutcd a hcllish rcign of
tctlot at the handt of Saddan Flus-
sein. Whcn Presidcnt Bush called on
Inqis to ouerthtow the dictator at thc
cnd of thc Gulf Wa4 lrcqi Kurds
rcspondcd instantly. Ta\ing up arms,
they &oac Saddam's troops fiom \cy
points in nonhen ltag. It appcarcd as
if thcy would at long hst ,uin thei,'
f ecdom.

But thc U.S.-lcd coaliion ineqli-
cably allowed Saddam to eoxnet-
attacfr.. Nearly tuto million Kurds fcd
fiom thcit lowtand uillages into thc
mountaits atd into Tut\ey anri h,tn-
Thousatds dicd bc{orc coslilion orü-
ure cvmpclled Saddami noopt ro
rchcat. Thc Allicr Pxnnircd saJetv to
thosc sutvitou who utould retun to
thci' lcvastatcd uillages-

Rcadcy's Digcst Roaing Editot
Fagus M. Botdctarich reccflrly t q!-
clcd oucr a thousand mihs tArcugh
Kutdish tat'itoty in nonhan !nq.
Thc situatior, he rcpot1 k dcspcnte-

Hac it the tagic stoty of a noblc
pcoplc whosc suliual hengs it the
bqhncc.

!"t o^" began mild and clcar in
I the city of Halabia. T'hcn,
without warning, Saddam Hus-
sein's troops sent MiGs shricking in
lrom thc south. I)ctonations shook
houses likc picces of cloth in the
wirrd. l'he faurilv of zo-vcar-old
Hadr Molrammed Ali ßcd'ro rheir
bescment, whcrc they wcre packcd
in shoulder to shouldcr. Ali ran to a

BY F, M, BORDEWICH

less crowdcd housc nearby.
fust beforc sunset, March 16,

1988, Ali climbed up to thc roof.
Amid flames and concs o[ black
smoke, hc saw ycllow clouds sccp-
ing through the ancicnt lanes of thc
city. "Gasl" peoplc shoutcd. "God
savc u3l" Corpscs lay cvcrywhcrc
along thc strcct.

Oncc thc clouds driftcd away,
Ali raced home. All was quict
whcn hc reachcd his housc. TÄay
mutt hauc gottcn aa.r4y, he thought
with relief. Then he went into thc
back yard and opcncd the ccllar
door. lnsidc lay his family-dead.

Ali made it to a r€fugcc camp rn
lran. Hc was onc ofthe lucky oncs.
At lcast 5ooo of Halabia's 7o,ooo
inhabitants were killed that day.
The wounded who wcnt ro lraqi
hospitals ncvcr rcturned. Lrter,
Iraqi troops dynamitcd thc rcmains
of Halabia.

Afrcr ihc Gulf War, whcn Sad-
dam's sccurity forces flcd, Ali and
othcr refugccs rcturncd to thcir
villages. Though Iraqi Kurds arc
cnjoying thc 6rst teste of frccdonr
thcy have known in half a ccntury,
they continuc to uncovcr mass
gravcs full of Saddam's victims.

"Thcy didn't dic all at oncc,"
Nabi Mustafa says, cxplaining what
happcncd to his family in Halabia.
"Söinc of thcm lingcrcd, gctting
sickcr cvcry day. But all 38 ofthcm
dicd."

Onc of Mustafa's comradcs
shouts through thc sound of thc

ioa4qt 4 agwryt
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rein that Saddemi sccurity forccs
scizcd cverything hc owncd and
murdercd his unclc. Anothcr saYs

that hc was tortured for six months
in onc of Saddamt prisons.

Finally Ali turns with a qucs-
tioning look in his cycs. "Why did
rhc Allics lct that monstcr Saddam
livcl" hc asks. "Why? Why?"

Ix r9zo, thc victorious Allics of
World War I promiscd thc Kurds a

homcland, but thrcc ycers latcr re-
ncgcd. In thc t97os, thc Unitcd
Statcs promiscd continuing support
to thc Kurds against Iraq. Thcn, at
thc r€qucst of thc Shah of lran,
Sccrctary of Statc Hcnry Kissinger
dirccted an abrupt halt to the arms
shipments. Thc cost was tens of
thousands of Kurdish livcs,

During thc ncxt dccadc, vest
arcas of lraqi Kurdistan wcrc
complctcly dcpopulatcd. Saddam's
armics hcrdcd hundrcds of thou-
sands into govcrnmcnt compounds.
Systcmatically swccping through
oncc-fcrtilc vallcys, Iraqi forccs
bombcd towns into rubblc,
wrcckcd irrigation systcms and gut
down orchards. Somc 7o communi-
tics wcrc attackcd by poison gas.
An cstimatcd 4ooo villagcs wcrc
wipcd out, rnd 9o pcrccnt of thc
land laid wastc. "It was likc hcll-
vou felt likc thc devil was bchind
you with a whip," onc rcfugee said.
"Evcn thc bccs fcd."

Sove zo milliorl'kurds livc scat-
rcrcd through lraq, Turkcy and

Iran. with small numbcrs in SYrra

and ihc folmer Soviet Union. Somc

4.5 million of thcm dwcll in north-
irn Iraq, whcrc their anccstots

have livid for thousands o[ Ycars.
But as I travclcd across lraqi Kur-
distan. it secmcd as ifthc vcry land
had bccn murdcrcd' Schools, hosPi-

uls and mosques had bccn blown to
bits. I saw pitiful, frozcn rcfugccs
srruggling ö cook mcals amid thc

twistcd hcaps of mctal attd concrctc
that wcre oncc their homcs.

This was not thc rcsult of war' lt
was thc rcsuk of Saddam Husscin's
prcmcditated camPaign to wiPc
irao's Kurds off thc facc of thc
.".th- fo, thc Kurds havc stcad-
fastly rcfuscd to bow willinglY to
his dictatorshiP.

The maioriiy of Kurds arc Mos-
lcms, but ihey arc not Arabs. For
y€attt Ku]ds hare fought alt occu'
piers of their homeland, Yet
t[cv have nevcr rcsortcd to intcrna-
donal tcrrorism to attract attcntion
to thcir causc. They havc blown uP
no airlincrs, hiiackcd no buses,

murdcrcd no civilians. In a rcgion
frauqht with rcligious hatred, thc
Kuräs arc rcnow-ncd for thcir tol-
crancc of fcwish and Christian
minoritics.

THr srr,rwr-txc, modcrn citY of
Sulaymaniyah lics in the shadow of
snowcappcd pcaks near Iraq's bor-
dcr with lran. Until lasl Year,
though, Sulaymaniyah's rcal centcr
was not the bustling marketplacc in
thc middlc of thc citY, but an uglY

O)This Some 25 40 million Kurdslive in their ancesual homeland Kurdistan
currcndy occupicd by Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria Aminia and Azilbaüan (former USSR rcpublics.),
An e6timaled 20% of the lotal popularion üe scrn€ßd rhrcughout the Middle Eart, Gulf Srsles,
North Afticn, Ewopq Ausralia rnd Nonh Amelica,
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concret€ compound known as thc
Security Centcr.

"This is where I lived for fivc
months," Haji Mahmoud says as
wc cnter a windowlcss, concrctc
ccll about thrcc-fcct wide bv six-

Haji Mahtnul

fcct long. "I was sur€ | would ncvcr
com€ out,"

Mahinoud, 6r, had bccn a frec-
dom fightcr for 3o ycars bcforc hc
was capturcd by lraqi policc in
r99o. He leads mc through a laby-
rinth of filthv corridors ro a small
dark room, 

'A 
largc iron hook

hangs from a bar attachcd to thc
cciling. Blood has soaked so dccp-
ly into thc floor that it is still
visiblc months after thc prison
was libcratcd. "This is whcrc thcy
torturcd mc," Mahmoud says
emotioolessly.

Thrcc times cvcry night hc was
handculfed and forced to climb
onto a tablc. His wrists wcre hung
ovcr thc cciling hook, and thc table
was kickcd away.

Thc lraqis beat him with inch-
thick cablcs as he danglcd from thc
hook. Sometimcs thcy squcczed off
chunks of flcsh with plicrs. Thcy

pushcd live wircs into his cars, hrs
tonguc, his gcnitals.

Thc torturc scssions lasted up
to two hours cach. Whcn hc was
rcturncd to his ccll, slcep was im-
possiblc, for thc scrcams of othcr
victims cchocd throughout the

Prrson.
Onc night Mahmoud hcard gun-

6rc ousidc thc Sccurity Ccntcr.
Kurdish frccdom fightcrs had bc-
gun an attack. Mahmoud heard thc
guards stop at thc ccll next to his,
thcn watchcd as thcy pullcd a

rhacklcd prisoncr into thc coridor
and pourcd acid onto his nakcd
body. He thrashed hclplessly on thc
concrcte floor until thc guärds shot
him dead.

My tum aill bc rcrt, Mahmoud
thought. But thc firing grew loud-
cr, and the guards lcft. Scvcral
hours latcr, Kurdish frccdom 6ght-
crs battcred down his ccll door.

Todav Mahmoud re mains blind
ln onc cyc, and has troublc hcerlng.
"Tell thc nations what happcncd
hcrc," hc plcads. "Tcll thcm to put
a bordcr bctwccn us and thc Iraqis.
If thc Allics givc Saddam any
brcathing spacc, hc will kill us all.
Plcasc protcct usl"

"Nor evEN 
^ 

wonM shall bc allowcd
to raisc its hcad in Barzan!" Sad-
dam Husscin oncc declarcd. And
no family has paid a highcr pcrson-
al pricc in thc lraqi Kurds'strugglc
than the Barzanis.

For ncarly zo years, Gcn. Mus-
tafa Barzani lcd thc Kurds in thcir
fight against the lraqi government.

Now his son, Massoud Barzani, 45,
hcads thc Kurdish Dcmocratic Par-
tY'
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Thirty-scvcn of Barzani's rela-
tivcs, including three brothcrs, havc
been murdcrcd by thc Iraqis. Anoth-
cr Sooo mcmbcrs ofhis exrcndcd cran
wcrc forcibly rcmoved from thcir
homcs, while evcry single villagc in
the vallcy of Barzan was dcstroyed.
Barzani himsclf has survived fcrur
assassination attemDts.

Barzani's pcrsonäl bravcry is lcg-
endary. When rhc Iraqis scr out to
dcstroy the Kurds last year, onc of
thcir first targets was his mountain
hcadquartcrs in thc battcrtd rcsort
town of Salahuddin. Panic-strickcn
Kurds wcre flooding into thc
mountains, whilc lraqi armorcd di-
visions followcd closc behind. Bar -
zani kncw that unless someonc
madc a stand, thc entirc front was
in danger of collapsc,

Iraqi tanks would havc to pass
single filc rhrough a gorgc to gir to
nrm. Darzant gathcrcd 57 men
from his personal guard and hcad-
cd tor the gorgc..lt was a dcipcratc
gambte, and advrscrs urgcd him ro
llcc.

They waited until the 6rst tanks
appcared in the light of a rain-
swept dawn. At Barzanii signal,
thc anti-tank gun recoiled, its shell

lcaving rhc lcad tank smokins on
thc road-

Barzanit mcn pinncd down tnc
Iraqi infantry with thcir firc:
Against incrcdiblc odds. Barzani's
wcll-dirccted fire disablcd fivc
tanks, prrmancntly blocking thc
road and forcing thc lraqis to wirh-
draw. "Evcn when you arc on thc
brink of defcat, ncvcr losc hopc,"
hc says, "and ncver bc arroqani in
victorv."

Tne pr-alx rnurs is that without
our hclp, thc Kurds will dic. Con-
tinucd Allied air patrols arc vital.
Thc United Nations must ensure
an autonomous haven in northcrl
Iraq where the Kurds can livc in
frecdom.

Most important is thc public
guarantcc of protcction against thc
veng€ancc of Saddam Husscin. Thc
mcssagc to Saddam has to bc clcar: if
hc darcs to attack thc Kurds again,
the Allics will retaliate.

Thcrc may bc no hopc fior thc
familics of Hadi Mohammed Ali or
Nabi Mustafa. But the fatc of mil-
lions of other Kurds lies in our
hands.

Dear Reader As-Salamu Alaikum
Please send intemational draft in the amount of $30.fi1 to:Judl

P.O. BOX 15020 Ann Arbor, ML48l06 USA
For annual subscription of Judi (6 issues per year).

Your extra donations wiU be app€ciated too. Thmk you
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KURDISTANI
ON THE PAGES OF OLD PUBLICATIONS 

(')

EISTORY
Tte origin of the Kurds cannot yet be accurately de6ned. 1ü

oldest Sumerian records leave little doubt that not later thao t'000

a.c, a people named Gütü or Küti, Iater on calhd Kürtie trf {
Assyrians, held the region of middle Tigris from the district 0I

Bo[tan roundabout Mount Güdi (perväed into Jebel Judi bf

the Arabs), across Bezabda (lezirai lbn Omu of fue eriUs), t|
the mountains of Kuh-i-shengar (Jebel Sinjar) in the west as0

the chains of Zagros in the eait. Aiother gräup of kindred tribts
named Kassites iKassu) descended into Bäbytän from the soutb'

ern hills of Zagros and governed Babylonia (Akkad) for aboul

six centuries (r8oo-rzoo r.c.). It appears that 15ssg ofl8@

F,urdish tribes, perhaps of pure AryaD stock, were @e of tbe
oldest autocbthonous people of those mountain regions,

Called Kardu by later Assyrians and pte-Muslim Arabs,
Gortükh by Armenians, and Carducbi (ßcp6o1o0r) Gordse, Cyrti,
etc., in the Greek and Roman classics, tbe history of the Kurds
has consequently been very confused and illusory, There is, how-
cver, little doubt tbat by a comparative study of the records
0f Sargon II. and Assarhaddon of Assyria,
of Eerodotus, of Moses of Chorene (Ar-
BeBiaD) and Persian epic poems some of
tbc great Kurdish tribes, the Bokhtis, the
Mukris, the Hadabanis, the Mihranis (Mil-
[s), the Babans and others, can be'identi-
fied as eristing as early as the 6th century
r.c. and living the same sort of life as

m-day. They constitute the oldest aris-
trocracy througbout the world in so far as
tbeir tribal names are concerned.

From the dawn of history the Kurdish
tribes bave scarcely submitted to any em-
Dire or conqueror for long. They fought
ihe Sumerian dynasties, one of which
called itself Gutium. The Hittite monarch,
Shubbiluhuma (rgZo g.c.), refers to them
as Gurda and'to their god Gir. As the
ctrief constituent elements of tbe l.{airi
confederation they fought all the great
Assyrian monarchs from Salmanasor I.

It corrr?ltl ot ttl taat t^tt

TunKISH KUnD
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onwards until they helped Cyaxares and Cyrus to overthrow
both Nineveh and Babylon. Viewed from an historical angle,
it ap'pears that the Assyrian empire, even at the beight of its
power, felt secure only in the plain of Nineveh and westwards;
rüereas the Kurdish tribes in the north, north-east, and on the
borders of Elam caused increasing tiouble to Assyria by their
unrranquished self-assertion. On the downfall of the Median
cmpirc, the Kurds seem to have absorbed the remnants of
Mede warriors as they absorbed later Assyrians, Armenians and
the Turkomans; just in the same way as they have themselves
hen absorbed by their neighbours. Under Cyrus and Darius,
the Kurdish tribes were completely Aryanized and tbeir national
characteristics were formed. On a more or less equal footing with
the great satraps of Achaemian Persia, they not only supplied
troops but they became the privileged guardians of Zoroastrian
hnples (the Ravandi tribe). They fought the Greeks of Xeno-
phon en their retreat through Bohtan, as well as the Seleucids wbo
hied to dominate them, and they were prominent under the
Sesanians.

l[ony Iavesionl..-The Kurds were not subdued by Arab oc-
gnetion of tbeir land (7tFgth century). They knew the Aryans,
öut the Arabs anticipated the later ruthless destruction of Kurdish
$ties by Mongols. Ruins of these destructions can be seen from
tramadan and Kermanshah to the Tigris. This region fonaed the
Kurdish independent kingdom of Shahrizor (rr[h to r6th cen,
tury). The ruins of Yassin Tepe represent' the site of the capital
cltY and castle of Shahrizor.
. Alother independent Kurdish kingdom, the Mervan fainily,
tuhd at Diarbekr in the first half of the rrth century, succumb-
eg to the Seljuks. Wben Salabeddin the Great (Saladin) fought
tle Crusaders and united most of the Kurdisb tribes under bis
trhfo Sy"" (reth century) Kurdish power was at its height.
, Wben the Mongol Great Khan Mangu sent his brother Hulagu
1rr5a) to conquer Western fuia, he was to suppress those Kurd-
tsh "robbers" of Kurd-i-kuh (Shahrizor) who hampered the free
pSvements of the Mongol armies. The Kurds maisacred zo,ooo
elongols in re.lz before the castle of Arbil.
, When the Tüiks occupied Armenia and Kurdistan in 1514-36,
uunng their wars with Persia, Sultan Selim I. entrusted the organ-
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lation of these practically independent countries to Mullab Idris,
' trurd of Bitlis. Idris transferred many Kurdish clans into the
lnr valley, and Arab Sbeikh families into the Kurdish tribes, to
:ouvert them to the Sunni faith. Although the Turks confeired
ionotrs on Kurdisb chiefs the sympathy;f the Kurds remained
always with Persia, and by close co-operation with their Chris-
tian neighbours the Kurds waged unceasing warfare against the
'Iurks for the maintenance of their independence. Led by Bedz-
kban Bey of Bohtan, tbe Yezidi chief of Revanduz and of Hah-
kiari, the tribes rose against the Turkish reforms, aud from r83z
to 1847 the Turks sent army after army to overcome tbose
courageous tribes and destroy their castles. Mauy of the Kurdish
Derebeys (Lords of Valleys) were replaced by Turlish governors.

In order to disrupt the unwritten pact of friendsbip between
the Kurds and their Christian neighbours, Abdul Hamid organized
in r89o, in his own name, cavalry divisions from the Kurds, which
became a scourge to all indiscriminately. This privileged Kurd-
ish force considerably retarded the growtb of national self-con-
sciousness among the Kurds and produced hostile feeling between
them and the Armenians. (See AnuruH.)

With the downfall of Abdul Hamid, the Kurdish ca lry was
suppressed in r9o9, and more enlightened Kurds came forward to
lead their people. Several Kurdish deputies in the Ottoman cham-
ber and senate took up tbe national cause. Kurdish newspapers
and party clubs were established in Constantinople, Baghdad and
i\{osul to cultivate & common language for the use of all Kurds.
The Young Turks waged war against Ibrahim Pasha of the Millis,
the Sheikh Barzani Dear Mosul, the Hamavends and the tribes
of Dersim.

Wodd War l.-None of the Kurdish tribes had any interest
in lVorld War I; yet from the beginning they urre involved both
on Caucasian and the Mesopotamian fronts and suffered heary
losses.

At the Peace Conference in Paris in rgrg Sherif Pasha, a Kurd,
represented the claims of the Kurdish race, demanding inde-
pendence from Turkey. In the Treaty of Sövres, Kurdistan was
defined as a narrow strip of territory lying between the southern
frontier of Armenia and Northem 'Iraq. The Treaty of Lausanne
did not mention Kurdistan: it left the delimitation of the north-
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ern boundary of'Iraq to a friendly agreement between Great Brit-
ain and Turkey; failing this, the dispute was to be solved by tbe
Council of the League of Nations. (See Mosur)

While the Council of the League was discussing this essentially
Kurdish problem a Kurdish rebellion broke out in Turkey in Feb.
rgz5, having Ginj and other middle Taurus heights as its centre.
Sheikh Said, followed by some well-known tribal chiefs, had
initial successes. The Turks collected regular troops and, after
short and decisive assaults, broke the Kurdish rebellion and cap-
tured the ringleaders. A Turkish court martial was set up at
Diarbekr, wbich condemned to death Sheikh Said, Dr. Fuad and
46 other Kurdish nationalist leaders. They were äll executed in
Aug. 1925, The President of tbe Turkish court martial stated later
that the rebellion had a purely nationalist motive' Later the
Turkish Republican Govemment passed a law transferring the
Kurdish leaders from their historic homes in Bohtan Sasun and
Bayazid to tbe unhealthy coasts of Anatolia, fntermittent warfare
still went on.

BrsriocR.qrsv.-Sharafeddin, Sharaf -Namah (1597) ' or Fastcs dc
la ration Kouile, 4 vols.; trans. into French by F. Charmoy
(St. Petersburs, 186o); Ricb, N atrathte of a Residena in Kootdistan
ir8r6): Wasn6r, Eeüe nach Persim tnd dem Lande der Kutden
irgiz) i Milüngäa, Wilil Lite anong Koords (r8?o); Binder, /rr
Kuidisian '(1882) l Hüsias, "Der Zagros und seine !ölker," in
Der Alte oüent, ilette s-a (rqo8); Tusti, Kardische Grcmmatik,
(r88o): Hartma'nn, "Bohtan," in Mitt. d, V otderas' Ges. (1896-gZ);
Prvm ind Socin, ffzrdisci e Sammlungen (r8go); Jaha' Di+t. Kurdc-
Fiottcais (r8?q) ; Houtum-Schindler, ':Beiträge zum Kurd. Word-
Schatze." in Zeics d, morg, Gcs., vols. xxrviii' and xlii. (1884 and
1888) : 

'Sykes, Kurdhh Ttibcs in the Ottontan Empite (tgo7) i
Shahbä2. 

'Armeaian-Kurdish 
relations (in Armenian), rgro; Soane,

Elemcntity Kurnonii Granlmar (r9r9); Jardine, Bahditan Kurmanii
Grammar 

- (rqra); Soaue, To Mesop. and Kurdiston in Disguise
(r9zz); Safrästian, Kutds: their Origitts and, Ilistory (full_ biblio.)(rö28). (A. S.)

u) - In selectlng these ltems about Kurdtstan we had one Partlcular
class of readers In mtnd: Those who never heard of Kurds or Kurdtstan
until after the Perslon culf Crlsls. By rePrintlng thes€ pages dlrectly
from old books Mthout any €dtting or updatlng we assert that thelr lg-
norance ofthe lssue ts actually the majn part of the Kurdish problem.
otherwlse these tlrpes of informatlon have been avallable ln prlnt even
before thcy wcrc born. JUDI

a
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Inna Lillahi Wa lnna llaihi Raji'un
(We are from Allah and to Him we Return.)

On behalf oJ myself and my bereawd children, I thank everyone
who extended condolences to my family after the demise of my
beloved life companion arrC mother of rny four children, Joyce
Partownrah, which took place on December 12, l99l due to heart
failure.

We are sorry we can not answer your wonderful notes or recorded
messages individually. But we do appreciate your urarm feelings and
your concern. l"lay Allah bless you all and keep you under His
protection and reward you abundantly.

Mozaffar Pertowuel, Ph.D

lslamic Insights . . . April . . . lssue I

t3

The Kurdish Responsibitity: OURS
By Masud Khan

Understand the situation; Kurdish people are good Muslims living
in an area which borders kaq, Iran, and Turkey. After the U.S,
crushed the kaqi military, people in Iraq, seeing an oppornrnity,
began to rebel, but Saddam Hussain brutally cnrshed the move-
ment. He uses military helicopters and fires on withdrawing
Kurds. The Kurdish people starve and continue to die in large
numbers each day. The U.S. and other countries, none Muslim,
send humanitarian aid. The Muslims around the world sit and
watch.

Once understanding the scenario, I cannot understand the passive
anitude of Muslims around the world. Brothers and sisters in
Islam are dying, and Muslims go about their daily lives as if noth-
ing is happening. I feel it is evident that non-Muslims feel morc
sympathy than Muslims. Feel ashamed, but thankful, thar non-
Muslims are doing more for our people than so-called Muslims.
Remember, you will be asked by Allah(swt) what you did to save
your dying brothers and sisters in Kurdistan.

From
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Joicg and I Gontinueo)

bry M. P*tormCr

Joyc€ tra/dled lo lran with mo in I 975. ws had a borlng $ip voyage frofil
l'l€n, Yoft to c€rmarry which took o\rtr 10 days, thn a hng ltld trlp fntf| th€re all
the way b lran, The diffrcußes of this lrip was enouoh fot her to take a phne upon
afrftrel fld r6tJm to the u.s.! How*er, she became so much attachod to lrafl that
I hd a herd time to l€avel

In 1 S?6 while JD}ce wäs pr€gnant wlth our young€d son, Jafar urg left lran
ild w€.rt to Saudi Aft r,ia" where I elgned a two year contäct hr iEecfiing physios.
our bip uas anothg tong one fioor Me$ad to Kurdtstan and fmm theiE back to
Tdrran, lsfahm ard Shlraz düing th€ gummer heat. To top all that, lran Ail rvas not
willirE to p€rmit Jayce aboad lron Shiraz to Dhehffir duo to tt|e sta€p of rEr
pf€gnätlcy. At no point Joyee shorrv€d ery arEEa or lodty in golrlg ahed wilh ouf
phn - ac'tuälly my phn sincE lhe wa$ alroedy much mor€ in hamoru lvlth lran in
Meshad. She lo/€d the daily thopplng ald the fiesh ptodue€ of Me$ed. I

suspedecr that in Saudi Arabh .iq/ce would fud box€d in, likä | Ht h lrü. Becaus€
h $audiArabla women lrr€re not pürnlttgd to drivd thry wEre tgtally dep€ndant on
m€nfolk But thb very poht wes vvhat Joyce h\red th8 most and love<l $atdi Arabh
britl

The first Hali s€ason, wh€n we w€i€ in SaudiAräbla Joyco fi8d iust givdl
birth and \,vas not in a position to travel. That year I periormed HEü with my moür€r
afd sist6r. we hft Joyca alone at home with th€ baby. The n$d yeü shs w€nt to
f|äü with me, Masfia-Allah! \rüIat ä beautiful pq{dmanca On U1e Mqlnt of Mercy
(Jabal ar Rahmah) Joyc6 was literälv out of this uotlcl, tt* hands str€tch€d out dl
he way into th€ slv and words of supplication ws€ pol.rtng sut ot h€r mouth. She
r$gmbl€d a pi6ce of rvhlte clord arrd wäs ligttl like a f€dt€r. At on€ point I thüqht
str6 w83 floating in airl Afiahu AlÖad I envbC t€t stete of mlnd.

(ln Decdrlber 1991 , Dr, Partowmalr waso\rers€as when Jcryo€ wa$ hospitällz€d and
pass€d äwqy.)

I peffonned Umrah on belulf ofJoyce botween Fairand Junu'ah prsy€.s allsr both
of whidl exFa prayeE wele conducted on decesed Muslim bodle. I took the first
evailable f,iglü dir€ctly to JFK aitpott lrcn Jedddl on Satutd4, Decemb€r 14 el
about 1 :0o em ar{iving ät 5:m arn NY time to participata h th€ Janarah prayet and
the burhl of my tifr partn*. The buial took plaa€ urlet rain at about 1:00 pm

saturdey Dec. 14, 91. We ars all fiom Alhh and to Alhh we reüJm.

Mly Allfi gränt her paradi89,. Arns1.
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COVERPICTURE:
SHEIKH AHMAD MUFTIZADAH

On the Arabic cover of this is-
sue we Dresent the reader with a
picture 

- 
of the Muslirn scholar,

actlvtst, graduate of Al-Azhar
and leader of the Musltm Kurds,
ghetkh Ahmsd Muftlzadah who
spent the last ten years of hts
life in confinement for no
known Shariah violation . we
belleve lt ls a hlgh tlme the cur-
rent moderate government ln
Tahran free him and inform the
Muslirn Ummah of thter Islarnlc
reasons for holding htm under
house arrest for so long !

Allameh ( equivalent to lrani-
an Ayatullah ) Muftlzadah
founded the "guian Instttute" of
learnlng tn Kurdistan to combat
onslaught of Communism and
Seculaism . He revitalized the
functtons of Masajtd and Frlday
Khutbahs and very energtttcally
untted the Kurdish resistance
against the t!'ranny of the Shah.

Durtng the Slxttes and the

Seventies he publiclzed the taped
massages of Imam Khomeini
among the Sunny population of
Iran . Later he partlcipated irr
drafttng the Islamic Constltu-
tton of .Iran and expressed hts
Ylews on lts weal( polnts .

He also founded the "Central
Consultatlon Mailis" of the Sun-
ny populatlon (Shams) .

For unknown reasons he was
arrested with nearly one thou-
sand followers and students in
1982 . Most of hls students werr
freed after a few years but
Shetkh Ahmad himself still re-
mains under house arrest . The
cover pictur€ was taken ln 1988
in his study room .

we strongly appeal to all Mus-
llrns and freedom lovers to de-
mand his release ln unison from
the moderate government of
Iran. Ten full years conflne-
mcnt should be more thett
coough .

"Mardin Campt'Turkey
Märdin Cailp is a Küctish reftJgee oamp. There aI€ abc l ffiü) r€fiJgees in thls

They fled frofi lraq in 1988 wtrsr lhe lraqi regim€ us€d d|€rnical
w€apons agahst ü6ir d€ferdless vth€s änd d€gboy€d thatn Most of ü|€
reft€ees are children and wul]sl. Come wih me and gee their sihEtion, tEy
lh€ h t€nts, Our brother and slstss imagine the life in tÜüs - th€ cold of winter,
tl€ h€Etof $mmer. tlow ho'vwillthey b6 beck to theirfomelaftl? th€lrvlllages
dlare degtroyed. Our brotheG ard sisters: th€sser€ Musliü peoplc. W€ must
edfld he help to thern. llrq/r€ our broüers and abadonirg then witlrcut
help will irlcrHse thdr $Ifferlng.

xennen H€ier

1{
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KURDS HELP.... FRoMPAGE 3

Alhamdullilah, the breakfast
brought concerned believers to-
gether in a spirit of respect and
cooperation, from which acommit-
tee was organized (See names ap-
pearing after the appeal). After
Friday Prayer a subcommittee in-
cluding brothers Marvasti, Halil,
Sadiq, and Halim collected cash

amounting to aPProximatelY
$700.00 and pledges for medical

samples.

For more informationl

EMBRGENCY

1- Dr. Arshad Mirza
2- Dr. Hashim Covosic
3- Br. Halil Puskar
4- Br. Sadiq Hussein
5- Br. Halim Mostafa

OTHER COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

l- Dr. Riaz Akhtar
2- Dr. M. Arain
3- Dr. Shaukat Shah
4- Dr. Muhammad Ali
5- Dr. F. Marvasti
6 Dr. M. Partowrnah
7- Br. Chalak Royee

URGENTAPPEAL

The following items arc desperately
needed for the Bosnian Muslims:

l- Baby formula (Powder formonly)
2- Can food
3- Antibiotics
4- Bandage, Gauze, etc.
5- Aspirin & Tranquilizer

Cash contributions for this worthy
cause would be highly appreciated.

RELIEF COMMITTEE

(3r2)-735-4600
(3 r2)-334-2323
(708)-616-8223
(708)-627 -3OOO
(708)-62e-s r04

Please write chccks to the order of
The Islamic Foundation and mark
itinthe memo section " for Bosnian
relief' and mail it to 1069 S.

Westmore #108, or mark "for
Kurdish relief' and write o the
order of The Islamic Center of
Long Island or The Kardish
American Fraternitt and Mail to
P.O. Box 10372 V/estbury, NY
11590.

16
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