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A Spotlight on The
Encyclopedia of
Hawler- Erbil

Urbello, Urbellum, Urbella, Arba-ello, Urbil,
Arbera, and many other forms of this name came
into being within 5000 years. The latest now in
use is Hawler. All the sources confirm that the
city is more than 8000 years old. According to
Encyclopedia Britannica the ancestors of the
Sumerians built it.

This is very close to truth, if not the truth itself,
because the Sumerians migrated from Kurdistan
to the south of what is today called Iraqg. Their
culture originated in Kurdistan and Zagros
Mountains and had a special culture of their
own, including the name-choice culture. So, if
the Sumerians were the founders of this city,
they were also the ones who named the city, the
name - givers of the city.

This city, Urbil, Erbil, Hawler, became the capital
city for the first Kurdish Government in 1991. The
ancient history specialists consider Kurdistan as
the cradle of humanity and civilization. Hawler is
known as the oldest city in the world permanently
inhabited for the last 8000 years. For the last
1500 years, the city has not been ruled by its
own people, but by foreigners and invaders.
Thus, it was deprived of basic services for a long
time. But now, Hawler, the main city in Kurdistan
region, is just like any respectable capital city
tries to start a new era of friendship with the

rest of the world. So, identifying ourselves to

the outer world has become a necessity but this
cannot be done without self-knowledge.

As such, The Encyclopedia of Hawler- Erbil

is the first step towards self-knowledge and

self- identification. This job was done with the
assistance of the writers and historians of Erbil.
No one can claim that this Encyclopedia is

free from errors. No such thing can exist. The
Encyclopedia consists of 10 Volumes each
specified for one or a number of aspects of
Hawler city. These aspects range from Erbil
Geography, Archeological Sites, Culture, Ancient
and Modern History, Memoirs, Social and
Sanitary aspects, Art, Literature and Folklore in
Erbil, to Erbil Dignitaries and Sports in Erbil.
Nevertheless, and despite all the materials
included in this Encyclopedia, there is much
more information to be included. Still, there are
many other aspects remaining in total darkness,
not to mention how much was lost in the dimness
of history due to the fierce wars of the past
centuries under the clutches of the invaders,
occupiers and by-gone foreigners.

Finally, we expect the specialists from all nations,
backgrounds and cultures to support us and
cooperate with us. We express our gratitude to
all those who served and will serve this friendly
city and we thank them from the bottom of our
hearts.

The Higher Committee of
The Encyclopedia of Hawler- Erbil
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