My life with horses

Anyone who has enjoyed The Arabian Magazine in recent years or purchased our calendars cannot
have failed to noticed the photography of Anette Mattsson. Swedish born and bred, this remarkable
young lady regularly covers many of the premier Arabian horse events across Europe and the USA.
With her love for Polish Arabians deep at the core of her love for the breed, | talk to Anette during
the holiday season to find out more about this lady, who | regularly travel across the world with, and
her life behind the lens.

Interview by Samantha Mattocks

he first thing you nokice dbout Anette is her flame-red hair
which, asyou get toy knowhermore, realise truly represents
her passionate natine and the love she feels for the Arabian
breed. The second ﬂ'ling}'cru notice is her smile — Anette is
anaturally warm and friendlylady andvery welcoming to those new to
the Arabian show scene. And the third t|11|15 yiou notice is her camera.
Either in her hand, around hérneek arhanging from her shoulder like
most women have handbags Aneftes tamera is never far from her. As
WLl talk to her, she ~1|'-~.':|}'5 has halfan Ve on the action in centre ring or
'-1.'.1tu.|1ingfur hl*T\iL‘hlePCJIi.I‘ig.lll the ]:'mckgl'ULll'uJ.;"L barn }'-hvtugl'ﬂ}'-hl:l',
it is litthe wonder that she has made this her life,
[alking about her backgratind, Anette tells me that she grew up it a
small village outside ofFalun, around 250km north of Stockholml She
still lives in the area and is rightly proud of her Swedish roogs s a
child, Hoved writing and painting,’ Anette tells me. “When, agi seven-
year-old child, [ was asked the mandatory question "what dé youwant
tor be when you grow up’, Ty ANSWe T was always the same awriter, Anc
it remained the same I:hmughﬂut 1y childhood.”
Horses also featured hedvlyin Anette’s list of loves ad achild"One of
my closest neighbours when I grew up was Britafand Rolf Axelsson
at Wilkesbacka Gard” Anette recalls. “They bred Arabian horses and
started their pure-bred breeding programmein 1967 The Axelssons
are perhaps best known as the breedeidf Edjom (Exelsior £ Edessa

FPhotography unless stated by Anette Mattsson www fotografmattsson.com

by Pietuszak out of Ellora), the dam of US National Champion Mare
Kajora/Ofcourse, Kajora is well known in history as the dam of Gazal
Al Shagab (by Anaza Fl Farid by Ruminaja Ali out of Bint Deena.
“From I;heageofl 2vears old, Tspentall of my free time at the Axelssons
fagmiane there’ | had the great fortune to learn all about breeding,
::huwing and training. All stallions and the mares not in foal were
ricldlen, and my main riding horses were the two breeding stallions Cid
Ben Afas (Abu Afas x Cyneraria by Sedziwoj out of Cerozja) and Maz
{Aladding « Maricedia by Cedr out of Maritsa)”

BUtWith™\nerte, herlove for horses goes deeper than the horse standing
i front'of her. She is a pedigree expert and this knowledge, too, comes
from the time she Spéfibat Wilkesbacka Gard. “Brita saw early on that
I had 2 huge intefestin pedig;mw and the history of the Arabian horse
and she becamg the bestmentor [ could have wanted,” Anette explains,
I studied allithe books and magazines | came across, memorising
pedigrees. Lieamed AT could about the enchanting history of the
breed. Prid herselfwas ;1|1'-11}'- a iu}' to listen to as she had seen most
ofthe great horses on her travels and had lots of fun stories about them
and their peaple toshare.”

When Anette was 15 years old, in the summer of 1985, she went o
wotk for the Cavallo Arabian Stud. Wanting to learn more about the
Arabian breed, she decided that the best way to do so was to spend a
SLll'flrl‘ler‘l--'-'t_‘nrlli|'|5r at another farm. Cavallo was rh‘}lu_'x'-'url|1].' in Anettes
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life as they were home to two Polish-bred stallions Figaro (MNegatiw Mational Champions, the senior stallion Parys and the junior mare
x Fortunata by Branibor out of Forta) and Dylemat (Gedymin x Saleta { Etnografx Saldara by Dandir out of Salamalaika).

Dioliwa by Comet and out of Delja). Anette had already developed an All the time that Anette was developing her skills of working with, and
appreciation of the Polish breed through her research with - — —

: . & - o
Brita and spending so much time with Figaro and Dylemat AlgeriajCelebes x Algonkinalis photographed
with a groom and Director Andrzej - *

onlyincreased her interest and admiration for this particular g KreysHtaloWics,

bloodline, Anettes time there was also important as the
summer of 1985 saw her attending her first national shows, o*
one in Norway and one in Sweden, “That was an amazing
experience and 1 was instantly hooked,” she smiles.

Two years later, Anette finished school and she knew that
her life path was to take her down one filled with Arabian
horses. "Three farms offered me employment,” she says. ”1
knew that whichever farm | chose would decide which path
my life would take, so it was not an easy decision, T was very
interested in show training and, at one of the three farms, |
knew that | would get a great opportunity to learn as they
had an American trainer and

they were the most successful ‘Eﬁuwis{,ﬁ e
breeders in the show ting in X o
Sweden at that time.

"But my |'|L|gc interest  In

reeding and  pedigrees won
breeding and pedig
and so my choice was Beit Fl
Kheil Arabians at Frik and Asa 1.111|.ln:mtamu.|1ng the |'|istt~|j_-' of, the Arabian horse, her
Melander, Frik was very well natural love of painting and writing remnained. While
educated in Polish Arabians she would draw horses in her room at night, she was
and had written a lot of also developing a natural eye
great articles. He had an
impressive library  with Eutrofia (Palas x Euforia) photographed at the mind. Photogr: }1[1\- seemed
e Kurozweki Stud. oo g
all the Polish Stud books

from 1928 as well as all the

at capturing the horse in her
E

to be the natural next step for
her, although it was to be alter
she lefi Beit El Kheil Arabians
before she purchased her first

race records from Poland. 1
worked there for two years,
spending all my free time Major camerd
-ﬂlLli.i}'if1g |.‘-‘L‘\.1i"._,'ll'l."i."~. racing "l|‘u:n:i-.;|nr.11mgL‘ri.'alix-t'nch.ak
records and u."n.'r].'t|'|i|'|g else in my r-.1|1'.i|}-'." smiles Anette.
that | came across. As time "My grandtather was an artist
went on, | was entrusted o and so it was natural that, from
do pedigree researches for a very young age, | myself was
catalogues and advertising always painting and drawing,
and [ also learnt a lot when
it came to evaluating youny

horses as Asa was a very

talented judge.”
In the summer of 1988, all of these horses were out in the pastures
of Beit El Kheil Arabians, The stallions Parys { Tryptyk x Parma by
Aswan out of Pokaznaja), Karnawal (Etap x Kasta by Wielki Szlem out
of Kassala) and Exodus (Cadyk x Ex Diara by Exelsjor out of Diara
Mokka) were all in show training and there was only the 11-year-old
grey stallion Etnograf { Engano x Etna by Faher out of Elzunia) left in
the barn. "1 was offered the chance to work in the show barn and spent
the summer working as the assistant trainer, which gave me a taste of
the show training as well," recalls Anette. "For the Swedish National
Show, they had the American handler Greg Hazlewood over to show

the horses and we had a very successtul show with two Swedish
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| also had a long-term interest in photography, but did not have a
good camera of my own although 1 took as many photographs as |
could with my little camera, W hen I moved back home after wm'king
for two years at Beit El Kheil Arabians, T fulfilled a]nl1g-[um_~. dream
when | bought myself a camera, an Olympus OM 505 with.a
35-50mm lens.
It instantly became patural for me to concentrate
p|u|lx‘-l_ump|1ir1g horses. [ loved to take the camera down
to Wilkesbacka and photograph the mares with foals, the
youngsters when they were playing or the stallions filled
with self-confidence and attitude. 1 photographed at farms |
visited and at shows | attended and VETY 5000, the owners
wanted me to take more and more photographs and then use
those images in advertising, Things progressed and in 198&
| got a treelance job at Sweden's largest equestrian |1‘:.1g12:ii1¢-.
imagine being able to combine writing and photograph
Arabian horses professionally! It was a dream cofiE i
In 1996, | upgraded my camera to a Nikon FO0x with 2
300mm lens and it was a joy to photograph with, _
“While I had been photographing digitally in the/Studigie
thana year, LI'iiI'JL'.: the Canon equipment h:lnngingm the compar
| worked for, 1 telt that with my own horse phnmgraph}f business,
| did not want to change until [ could get a digital Camera just as fast
and sharp as my old camera. In March 2005, Nikon presented their
new digital camera D2x and 1 started out the new seasen with my new
camera and my 70-200mm VR lens and celebrateditsnrrival withatrip
to Texas ]'-hntngm]'-]nn-_:;.-"u'.ll".-i.m horsest gy /
Asked about what it is about photoglaphy “This was something that Brita was very happy about. She®
that Anette loves so much, she explains: passed away in 2008 and it was memories of our shared frip
I love to capture the horse’s F‘:mnnalit}.lr to Poland for her 70th biﬁhdﬂ‘f in 2000 that she held dear.
especially when they are free out inpasture.  She always wanted to do that trip again... So it is good that
It was an amazing feeling when/l 'got my fthe farm is continuing its own history now, through my horses
camera and | could then tum E\fer}.'ﬂ'li.ng and their future gEﬂerGﬁOﬂS."
that 1 saw into images that | could Captune

My life with horses

redit: Carina Sideritsim

and look at time xln-.|. time a:.__:aln..WhEﬂe:'vcr | see a i A R n o e
horse that oozes charisma and attitude, T just love to at Toskhara Arabians in the UK |

grab my camera and capture that same f‘eclm-‘._: in iy
photographs. To get the harses ié:eling through the
lens and down to the hnalimage is something that
| strive for and each timg, the subject is different.
Sometimes it is a puh-‘crtll], masculine stallion, others
an older mare with her newbern faal. Fach moment
in magical and I feel privileged ta be able to capture
that moment.

Backtothelate 1980s, howeven andawith acameranow
firmly in her hand, it was tine foe Anette to fulfil her
other remaining passign — that 6fthe Polish Arabian.
“My admiration for Polish breeding could not be any
larger,” explains Anetfé T remember how, as a young
girl, the history of Palish breeding captured me and
|Lm|\'111-_:;.1t the horsesiat Wilkesbatka was like having a
piece of that history closetame The Axelsson family
had an eld mare bred b}r the Private Polish breeder
Zygmunt Braur in 1962 Hername was Wielkd Este - 2
(El Trypali x Wielka Zorea by Wiclki Szlefn out of = = o L e = - y 7

Zorza Pelkinska) and she had such stmngﬂ'i and = 2
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s and out in big pastures, the way they test their breeding stock
;“i the racetrack and the fact that selection s made based on
) . S conformation, temperment and durability. And not the least,
et 7Y ¢ A f | like the great lewe! for the horse and honour that YO can
! see inthe people h.mdling‘ them. This love and admiration
for the horse gocs back hundreds of years and 1 think it is
traly amazing,
“Sometimeswhen [consultabreeder theyask iflusually
preferme Folish horses. And 1 reply thatagood horse is
! ahwra}rs a gm*d horse no matter if it is Polish, Egyptian
Crabbet or Spanish. The Poles demonstrate this belief
{ perfectly as they always bring in outcross stallions.
B Likewitc, | would have no problem breeding to a
non-Polish stallion in my own l‘ul'cu:ding programme
if 1 thought that he would be a great combination

W’Iﬂ'l Ty ITAre. | have .\'l_"-'ll."T-.ll E.’I"\.'l."LII"ItL' |'Il."l'.\'L'5 tl'l-.lt dre

gstraight Eoyptian or Russian, And | believe that if | am
cofstlting a breeder when it comes to buying a horse or
g2 breeding, it is always the breeder that has to make the
B decision. My job is to give them the right tools so that they
8 can make a decision that is right for them.
ith the subject of Anette’s own horses mentioned, now is the
®to discuss them. | remember very well her proudly showing a
_ graph ofher 2009 filly Silencia at the Polish National Show, and
"_ eedlers tl1|:1.'.'c1r|L|l.wcrl'u:ingtmns‘i]xul l1].'t|'|n_' |:n.1=|l.|t_1_.' ur-thisr'l||}-' foal.
O TE Chimes as not surprise to realise that Anette’s own horses, Mattssan
Arabians, are of Polish bloodlines. Over a cup of coffee, she tells me the

stamina, seldom fBund Man}rullwrluu'w.
She died at 300 years of age leaving 18 1 Europa.

offspring; 13 fillies and five colts. Wielka
Este and the stallion Cid Ben Afas, bred by
Zoo Rostockm East Germany, were like
two war hogsesand youhad no doubt that
they could have beea umong the horses
that walkid threugh' Dresden with the
bombs falling arownd them at the end of
World War Tl

Having lefi et £l Kheil Arabians,
and hawing saved up, the first trip that
Anettg made By herself was to Poland in
September 1989, was 19 years old and
I ingllyrwas there, visiting the State Studs,
the Fagetrack and watching the Polish
Preglige auction; |t was a dream come true
andHellirevacably inlove with the horses,
the peopleandthe country. To walk at thi
histaneal gronnd at Jancw Podlaski and o
seelegendary horses such as Palas (Aswan
x Banel by Nil but of Platina), Fulsliptus (Bandes x Bunice by Comet Story. ‘It was very clear from an early point that my own first horse
out of Epigena ), Eltur (Crort f Ellora by Witraz out of Fl-a) Pasma  Wvould be a mare of Polish bloodlines, but with the extremely high
(Aswan x Pokaznaja by Knippel out of Provineial, Algeria (Celebesx " prices during the 19805, this seemed like an unachievable goal.
Algonking By Pictuszok ot ufﬁ.]ga:] and |'truria (Palasx BtnabyFaher Py 1991, 1 felt that the time had come and T was lucky to be able
out of Elzunia), tu name just a few, was trulyamazing. to buy one of Beit El Kheil Arabians three daughters by the Swedish
“What [ like about the Polish brecding programme is the whole Mational Champion Cadyk (El Paso x Cumparsita by Gwarny out of
concapls the way that the Pab<h State Studskeep their horsestn the  Carmen). Sapala was out of the mare Saldara { Dardir x Salamalaika
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by Algier out of Salexja) and
represented  the great dam-
family of Milordka through
Saga and her daughter Sakla. It
is the same family as the great
E-line through Estokada, a full
sister o Sakla, at Michaldw,
Sapala was a dream come true:
a beautiful mare, she had a
wonderful temperament and
an amazing puJigmc. | bred
her the first time in 1992 to the
Polish-bred German National

- T ¥
Fergaha (Arbil x Flota), photographed at SAnawOE el t.l :ﬂlt%ugh
ghe was owned by Michalow. She was BRTErEETH ucton. &

£

credit: Dardel luvas &
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Anette concludes, LL'|]i|'|:;_: me that her all-time
favourite mare in Poland was the beautiful Wizja

(El Paso x Warmia by Comet oot of Wadera), °1

M really admired that dam-line,” she says. "Kullatorp
Racetratk, Arabian Stud in Sweden bought the great mare

Warszula (Palas x Wacpanna by Bandos out of

Warmia) in 2000 and she was in foal to the young
stallion Angor (Alegro x Angola by Palas out of

Champion Stallion Festiwal (Palas x Fatima by Negatiw out of Andria), Warszula had a chestout filly in 2001 named Wiona and

Fatma) and she produced the colt, Siniak.

| was extremely lucky to get her as a yearling, [ also have Wionas

“In 19961 bred Sapala to the stallion Eltan, a son of Polish-bred 1:.[|'|nb7|'.1r' }'L'al'lmg hlly, Wiszula, by Ecaho”

{Engano x Etna) and out of Elizbieta (Cadyk x

Fllenora h}' Emir Said out of Fx Diara) and this

One of Anette's long-term clients is Kullatorp Arabians

was a combination I strongly believed in. On 15 in SWEd"%‘n and having been phciogruphing for the fﬂ[l"‘l:"l
March 1997, Sapala gave birth to a bay filly that 1 T€QUIarly since 2002, she helped with a beautiful advertising

named Salaterka. She is one of the most amazing
horses | have ever met — intelligent, kind and yet
also very }'-m-'u:rﬁ.ﬂ with an amazing attitude. She has four nffsprirlg (&
date, four hillies! | have kept her daughter Silencia born in 2006
Salaterka was born, Tknew that | would like to breed her to one aEth
VOLIT stallions in Poland at that time, in particular the 1995 Polish
Mational Champion Stallion Ecaho (Pepton x Etruria by Palas
out of Etna) as I telt that she would be a wonderful cross with

the Ibrahim-line through Bandos-Pepton-Feaho and 1 would

campaign called ‘The Perfect Arabian’.

double up on the great mare Etna ( Faher x Elzunia by Witraz " e 1-_,."";;. Fs (i ".;‘ii'r. by
out of Elza). But I had to wait until 2008 before it was meant . Lol P ‘I‘.EL v
- .k

to be and in 2009 she e birth to an u:xtl'crm:|_1_.' exotic and

beautiful Ii]l}'; Silencia’

The mares Orawa and Etruria in the early morning at Janow Podlaski.
Orawa is the dam of Olita (by Ecaho).
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Dick and Christine Reed of Toskhara Arabians and Veronica Mann to photograph the Reeds charismatic Algonkwin (Bask x Alpaga by
Wernsten of W-Arabians, Wewenttoaregional showand spent several Celebes out nE'Mgnnkin a; as well as their 28-year-old chestnut mare
days at each farm, photographing most of the horses. T was thrilled  Cystyr (Cytarus x Rossadu by Dumah out of Rossadu), the dam of
the stallion Cytosk { by MI Tosk by Bask

Calisia (Eukaliptus x Catalina by El Paso out of out of 'l}i?i}-
Czeczuga).

rld grew year by year”

Anette thad her second child, Erik, who went on his first
yshoot when he was just three weeks old. Two years later, in 2005
| y the same year that The Arabian Magazine was started
felt that it was too much to jugg]u full-time umpln}-’munt,twn
- childlien, several horses and her own photographic career. T took a
.' i step and Quit my jul‘l so that | could concentrate on my own
business,” she says. 'l s;tmng|y believe that you can do an}rthing

‘My favourite horse to photograph is
without doubt Ecaho. As soon as he walls
out of the barn, he just blows you away
with his beauty and attitude, The first time
I photographed him was when he was

it you want as long as you are willing to work for it. And Tam,
nd have always been”

n between Emma’s arrival in the world and Anette quitting
et job, she had worked for many years as a consultant for
R i bian horse breeders, as well as nuking wehsites and

steel grey at the Polish Nationals in 1995,
standing like a statue in the ring and he was
just the most beautiful stallion [ had ever
seen. MNeedless to sy, he was named Polish
National Champion with the highest score
of the show. Ecaho is now snow white and,

gvertisements for breeders. "When [ left my job, | kept it
80 that [ still had some work as a freelance photographer
e them as winter in Sweden is not a VETY pmfitu]:lh’: time

if p:‘.u:-‘.sih]u, even more beautiful and it is
always such a joy when [ take photographs
ofhim. He is a once in a lifetime horse and

r a horse photographer; however, t.:kjng phnmgraphs of
children, families and petsis! And that is what I love so much
“about my job now, the diversity is so great. One day, [ can
be in California }'Jht‘.umgr.lphjng horses and the next weelk, | | feel blessed for luving the opportunity to

aim working from my desk making adverts or articles before

be involved with this amazing stallion.”

i ing up my studio equipment and take }'lhutugm}'l]‘:s of
hool children for their annual, It is all so varied,

ftte continues, saying that the best part about her life as a
pheris the wonderful horses that she gets to photograph
aswellas travelling to other countries in order
e and Samantha at Silver Maple Farm, partof | to get that coveted image. "One of my first
i SCAL A s Araacare Suimiration. ]:lig phutr.m shoots outside of Scandianvia was
in UK in 1996 when | was ]:lmught over by

2

- i Kwestura as a yearling.

4
-
3

horses at Wilkesbacka
venture with Arabian
horses began all those years ago. T am
the one brEEd.ing Arabians at the farm
now, ‘she tells me with a smile. “This
was something that Brita was very happy about. She passed away in
2008 and it was memaries of our shared trip to Poland forher 70th
birtheay in 2000 that she held dear. She always wanted to da that trip
agaifl ... S0itis good that the farm is continuifig its own Bistory now,
thmug;h my horses and their future generations.

Anette brings the different veins of her Jife together for me — the
harses, the photography, Poland — and fer family. T worked in my
fathers car shop in the 1990s until [ gt pregnant in 1997. 1 had my
daughter, Emma, in October and stayed at hame with her for almost
two years, During this time, [ had lots of photo shoots at farms during
thesummerand Emma sat patiestly waiting for me in her baby bugg}r
next to pastures and show-rings,

"l 1999, 1 got a full-time work asa photographer doing studio photos and
ladvanced ta be in charge of my region with as many as 1 7 photographers
working on my district wha I trained. During this time, 1 was writing
mare and more articles and publishing photographs in Arabian horse
publications worldwide. [nevitably, my photographywork in the Arabian

o
TN
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Ekstern (Monogramm x Ernestymaj.

Anette continues, saying that she went to
visit Toskhara Arabians in 2005 after they
had moved to Texas, “They had arranged
with several ]:r]'mtu- shoots at other farms
and | was thrilled to be able to capture
the 24-year-old stallion Poirot {Negatraz x Piersnica by Negatiw out
of Piesn), owned by Mark Schmidt. | remembered Poirot as a grey
young stallion advertised by his owners Colonial Wood during the
mid-1980s. They told me that he was very hard to photograph as his
bl:auty never m;magcd to come thmugh in the pht‘.ctug]’aph.l;. So,we let
him loose and I got a wonderful collection of images ot him and Mark
was so pleased. | find it so very rewarding when the owners feel that
the soul of their horse can be seen in my pht‘.atus. I then feel that 1 have
succeeded with my task,

“Earlier that week, | had a shoot scheduled at a farm I had never been
to before. Christine and | went there the day before to look at the
surroundings and meet with the owners. In the car, Christine told me
that it would be fun for me to take photos of their old stallion because
he is very farmous. | asked for his PL‘dig!‘L’E and was tutu”y bBlown away
when she told me that it was the 29-year old Bataan (Banat x Cantata
by Laur out of Canaria), bred by Countess Penelope Lewenhaupt in
Sweden. He has been a great race sire, and the sire of NF Proof (ex
Szalka by Eleuzis out of Sala). 1 grew up hearing about what a shame it
had been that Bataan was sold at such a young age to USA and never

I | had doubt in my managing to make a career out of
his, it would have been as if | doubted myself. The past 10
ears has been so busy and full of work that | have just kept

used in Sweden and now 1 had the huge honour of doing, what was to
be, his last big photo shoot. When 1 met Countess Lewenhaupt three
weeks later, [ brought some photographs for her to keep and it was such
a wonderful feeling to see her admire the stallion she had not seen for
more than 20 years.”
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Pausing, Anette and [ look at each other. Having spent so much time
in each other’s company, we know that it is moments like this which
reminds us of how much we truly love the Arabian breed, and athow it
truly gets nko your soul,

) )
Hmilmg. Anette  continues. 1 love o

x Catalina by El Paso out of Creczuga) was the front figure with her
sheer beauty in a portrait, Zenia (Grandorr x Zencbia by Endel out
of Zuela) represented the Arabian as the perfect family horse on the
beach together with a family and a dog during a picnic. Then we had
the endurance horse Pilgrim (CA Emirx

shotopraph Monogramm (Negatraz  » Boaik Ul el BN Perlita by Kismet out of Preria) ealloping
photogray e g b galloping

Monogramma by Nippel out of Monopolia)
sons such as Ekstern (ex Emestyna by Piechur
out of Erwina), Ganges {ex Garonna by
Fanatyk out Gizela), Kordelas {ex Kabala by
Palas out of Kometa), Fernando (ex Frejlina

by Pepton out of Finezja) and, of course,
Premier {ex Premiera by Piechur out of
Premia). They have a phenomenal attitude,
great movemnent and excellent Arabian type
that they love to show off And they are fun,
tons of fun!”

One of Anettes long-term  clients is
Kullatorp Arabians in Sweden and having
been photographing for the farm regularly
since 2002, she helped with a beautiful
advertising campaign called "The Perfect
Arabian. "It was our aim to show the true
versatility of the Arabian horse over four
pages, Anette recalls. "Calisia { Eukaliptus
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with his rider in the snow and the last
photograph was aimed at showing
the love and connection between the
human and the Arabian. Kullatorp had
Premier on lease from Emma Maxwell
at this time and we thought that he
would be the }'-crt-u_'ct candidate with
his pretty head and his beautiful colour.
And he was, The photograph we picked

Audacious P5 at Sheila Varian's in April 2010.

Martynika.

for the campaign was taken early in the
morning sun outside a white church,
where he was standing loose with a girl
holding her arms around him and her
long, blond hair shining in the sun, It
was the perfect moment, captured in
the perfect image.”

M-:Wln:._; into  present time, Anette
Says that there are times when she just
stops and realises that she is extremely
tortunate to make a living out of her
greatest passions in life “other than my
two wonderful children’, she adds. “The
Arabian horse and my photography — it
is wonderful! And it almost seems that
everything has happened without me
even thinking ofit. When people ask me

My life with horses

if 1 regret something in life I always reply ‘nothing at all, as everything world every year tufasit the farms included in Ii'legmup.

you experience takes you forward in the journey that is your life and “lamright FI-.‘.ﬁ'-',tﬂEEthEl’Wil]‘i Scott and yourewn Samantha, making
every step along the way will make you the person that you are. 1 all the prepagdtions needed for the third Anaual Celebration in April
have had lots of wonderful o _ I 2010 Tt has been a vonderfl event to organise

adventures in life, but also Parys (Tryptyk x Parma by Aswan out of Pokaznaja). | and it is very rewarding when peeple come back
some very hard times and it I pach year and have it ontheirtmus: do’ list for the

is all this together that makes year,”
Smiling, we realise that we have come full circle,
The time for looking BAESEE the journey is,
. | tempoerarly, over and it iS time fo look ahead. So
b does Anette have S unfulfilled ambitions? °1
- have so many futue projects that I want to realise
{ when | can find theé ime, she Says. "] have acouple
nt"x-'n:r}' intere -«'ting book ijects that | am 1.\'-.1|'|\'m-_;
with and [ hope @ havethem published soon.
*One of my dreams has a|1.".-1=|}-'.k been to wvisit

me the person [ am today”

| ask Anette if there was any
point where she wondered it
she could truly make a career
out of photography. *1 never
thought that [ wouldn't as
believe that yiou have to have
faith in yourself; she says. "If
| had doubt in my managing
Australia, so thatmuastbeanthat list. | would love to
experiencethecounteyandto photograph Arabians
irt those .mmf.inga.nd dynamic .\'Lll'n*undings ofthe
Australian countryside 1 is always so inspiring to
visil a new COURLR and phum Tmph horses Lising
the |ig|'|t and the su.rmunu.hngs that are .k}'u:-.'ii'lc to
that part of the woHd™ am also very curious about
South Africa, a place Lknow that T will love with its
great nature and wonderful

to make a career out of this,
it would have been as if 1
doubted myself. The past 10
vears has been so busy and
full of work that [ have just
kept going, And 1 love every
minute of it.”

Indeed, as well as the
photography; the horses, the
L'UI’]‘.H.IllEﬂ'II..'}' and the |-;'II‘I'I1]}'- P-l“'-‘i'lb'l]itit‘h o capture
amazing photographs. |
went to Colombia in 2009,
It is a beautiful country
with a lot of horses and

Anette is very involved with
the Swedish Arab Horse
Society. It comes as no
surprise to learn that, as well ashelping organise shows
and clinics, running events and helping promote wonderful people. 1 am
the Swedish Arabians, she has been secRtary of the
society since 2006 and in 2008, she took on the ale

looking forward to return
to South America and
of editor of the soc ety magazine, to i.'xp'ul‘]l‘lg the other
One of the key things in Anette’s life in fecent years has
been the Arabian Breeders

coungries rh-s.m as 'u.'L"”.'
For now, the future }"].lﬂ:u

Celebration, held in Santa are immediate: we  have

Yner, California, since IF;T:;:tf:nr % Plersnica 3 ST iy Mol T RS - : Scottsdale ’r:a.m;rappr-;mulﬂn-b'
2009, " The idea came about and  Anette hopes  that,
in Poland in 2008 recalls once more, itwill be |'||:L'ir|'mgc1~' used in the arabhorse com e-blasts
Anette. “Joaquin Bin, Scott whigh annaunce the champions from the show Then, it is onto
Vegasand Santa Ynez. In August, after the Scandinavian shows and
Poland, Anette is makmg her first trip to the UK International A
Show in Towerlands, somewhere she has always wanted to go. On

hierprecious home time between trips, Anette will spend time with

Benjamin and | had an idea
about making a farm tour
in Santa Ynez following on
from the Arabian Breeders
herbelaved children and horses, as well as |making at the images of
Arabians that she has captured from all over the world,
“Ultinsately, when [ am88years old, lwould love to have an exhibition
with my pl'mtngr.lphs from what would then be avery long career as
an Arabian horse photogrpher. | would love for this to be presented
at the World Championships in Paris, as this is one of my favourite
shows. And | would be d:inking champagne, meeting old friends,
and togetherwe would belost in memories of years gone by locking
at oy photographs”And | know [l be there, standing right next to
her. Reminiscing on a life well spent and filled with a deep-rooted
love fofthe Arabian horse. <

World Cup in Las Vegas,
The idea is that the tour
would be all about the
breeders and would help
to connect breeders from
al over the wodd. The
idea grew and turned infd
the Santa Yne: Armbian
Breeders’ Celebration
and we have had breedérs
coming from all over the

February 2011 » The Arabian Magazine = 123



