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ABSTRACT

The overall scope of this study is an attempt ata mc\hodolop,ical framework for matchin
puhlicalion lists at the national level against 2 combined set of blacklists for ques\ionahl
publishing. Using the total verified set of puhlicaiions from swedish Higher gducation
Institutions (HEl) as 2 case, We examined the number, distribution, and proponion of
publishing in ques\ionahle ]ournals at the national level. journal puhlicalion data was
extracted from the pational SwePub database and matched against three curated blacklis
of qucslionable puhlishing. For the perio(l 2012-2017, We identified 1,743 puhlishcd
papers in blacklisted ioumals, equal to an average of 0.5-0.9% of the total puhlicalions
from swedish HEls. There was high variability between different HEl calep,ories, with
more established universities at the lower end of the spectrum, while university colleges
and new universities had a much higher pioponion (~2%). There was a general decreasir
rend during the study period p= 0.83) for all categories of HEls. The sudy presents 2
methodology 1© identify queslionahle puhlishing in academia that could be appliod to
other countries with similar infrastructure. Thus, it could serve as @ ctarting point for the

development of a gcneml framework for cross—nalional quami\a\ivc estimation of

https: '
ps://doi.org/10.1162/gss_a 00033
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Universitetskanslerdmbetet
granskade 2019 Mdlardalens
hogskola och konstaterade
Yomfattande brister” i kvali-
tetssdkringsarbetet. En liknande
indikation ges i en studie fran
férra aret av svenska forskares
publikationer i oseridsa veten-
skapliga tidskrifter som saknar
riktig granskning och kvalitets-
kontroll. Forskning som publi-
ceras dar tas inte pa allvar och dr
ddarmed i princip bortkastad.

Forskare pa Karolinska Institu-

tet var bast, foljda av Uppsala,
Stockholm och Lund, med
mindre dn en halv procent av
forskningen publicerad i bluff-
tidskrifter. Pa Malardalens hog-
skola var motsvarande siffra nd-
ra tre procent.

Att regeringen vill satsa pa
forskning dr bra. Men forskning
dr till sin natur en elitistisk
verksamhet, ddr det som gene-
rerar upptdckter och innovatio-
ner dr excellens. Strategin att
sprida ut medlen dr darfor miss-




What the [@£Se<!] is a scholarly publication?

scientific norms

journals format — distinct headings

“The scholarly publication”
By: Author NN
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Merton’s norm system of science

e Communalism
* Universalism
* Disinterestedness

* Organized Scepticism

ROBERT L MERTON
y

| A
Seaae

Merton, R. K. 1973 (1942). The Normative Structure of Science. In The sociology of science: e~
theoretical and empirical investigations. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 267-278. i I
AN A Some rights reserved by Poetprince



CUDOS vs. PLACE

* Communalism ——* Proprietary
* Universalism . e Bocal
* Disinterestedness - « Authoritarian

* (Originality)/ — .+ Commissioned
* Organized * Expert
Scepticism

Ziman, J. (1984). An Introduction to science studies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Mitroff, | (1974).Norms and Counter-Norms in a Select Group of the Apollo Moon Scientists:

A Case Study of the Ambivalence of Scientists. American Sociologic~! Rayiewns 20 T70_8QR .
Some rights reserved by Poetprince



Peer review

* The main component of Organized scepticism

 The manuscript is evaluated by “peers”, colleagues, that are
specialists on the same subject

* The primary tool for guaranteeing quality in scholarly publishing

e Quality of review varies (arguably) between journals
* A hierarchy of more and less prestigious journals.

* Highest ideal: "double-blind peer review.”
 Particular case: post-publication peer review
 The seminar?



Open access In context

* Since the mid-1990s, the subscription costs for scientific journals have
risen by over 200% (= 6 x inflationary increase)
* Sweden: Publishing costs ~450 MSEK, ~1 % of total public funding
* Publishers make profits of up to 40%

* Increased interest in pushing for open-access publishing at the university,
national and international level

* Some difficulties, researchers, while positive in principle, seems less willing to
participate in the flip/change publication practices than the clients / funders thought

e Other incentives for publishing, e.g. evaluative practices, bibliometrics, esp. JIF



Forms of open access

* Gold OA: flipped model: "Author pays”:
* Today: More frequently: Read-and-publish deals

e Hybrid: Subscription journal, single article

* Green OA: open archive, "parallell publication”

* Diamond/Platinum OA: free to publish AND read

*Pr

tory.’ (comes in many colours, but mainly in Gold OA)

Under 2020 publicerades 57 procent av alla svenska
sakkunniggranskade artiklar omedelbart 6ppet tillgangligt.

Andel omedelbart oppet tillgangliga artiklar

100%

2017 2018 2019 2020

Ar anger artikelns publiceringsar. Stapeln visar andelen omedelbart éppet tillgéngliga artiklar per ar.
Kalla: Kungliga biblioteket - Ladda ner data « Skapad med Datawrapper

Oppen tillgang per forskningsamnesomrade 2020

W ould [ hybrid [l endast gron lasta

Naturvetenskap (11222) 23% 24% iy 46%

Teknik (5615) 21% 25% 51%

Medicin och hélsovetenskap (16045) 34% 24% P 34%
I(.;i;él;;uksvetenskap och veterindgrmedicin 359 25% 339
Samhallsvetenskap (5141) 19% 29% i 45%
Humaniora och konst (1265) 21% 28% 47%

Varje stapel visar andelen 6ppet tillgéngliga artiklar inom vart och ett av de sex 6vergripande
forskningsamnesomradena. Siffran inom parentes anger det totala antalet artiklar fér det omradet. Grén visas endast
da det &r unikt, det vill séga det som bara finns i ett repositorium.

Kalla: Kungliga biblioteket - Ladda ner data « Skapad med Datawrapper



European Push towards Open Access

* European Open Science Agenda, May 2016

* “to remove obstacles and create incentive for open access”
 OA-mandate in Horizon 2020: embargo period of 6-12 manader

* Investigating possibilities for remuneration for APC:s (Article-
Processing Charges)

* “transformative agreements”

* Coalition S (Plan S)

* “With effect from 2021, all scholarly publications on the results from research
funded by public or private grants ... must be published in Open Access...”.



Forskningspropositionen 2020/21:60, p. 101:

I linje med de forvintade riktlinjerna for 6ppen vetenskap 1 Horisont
Europa och for att paskynda omstallningen till ett 5ppet vetenskapssystem
ser regeringen behov av att uppdatera den nationella inriktningen for
oppen vetenskap. Detta mnebér ett tydliggérande att vetenskapliga pub-
likationer, som ér ett resultat av forskning som finansieras med offentliga
medel, ska vara omedelbart 6ppet tillgdngliga med verkan fran 2021. Vad

Prop. 2021/22:1 Utgiftsomrade 16, p. 263:

Ett Oppet vetenskapssystem

For att 6ka virdet av forskning behéver den spridas inom savil vetenskapssambhillet
som till samhillet 1 6vrigt. Regeringen anser dirfor att vetenskapliga publikationer,
som ir ett resultat av forskning som har tinansierats med offentliga medel, ska vara
omedelbart 6ppet tillgdnglica med verkan fr.o.m. 2021. Vad giller forskningsdata ska
omstillningen vara genomférd fullt ut senast 2026. For att paskynda omstillningen tdl

ett Sppet vetenskapssystem har V etenskapsrﬁdet och Kungl. biblioteket fatt

"‘Ac'hvf']]:(\-nr‘la 114\4\/‘]4"/11'\- Nt F‘:'xcw'\:n ﬁl‘]‘\ or\rv‘\r\:'f‘]r\n nrl\afof‘ a'v\c/'] ntt :a\f"r.{rn AaAan f:]]r\-ﬁu'\r\- f:]]




cOAlition S

“With effect from 2021, all scholarly
publications on the results from research
funded by public or private grants provided
by national, regional and international
research councils and funding bodies, must
be published in Open Access Journals, on
Open Access Platforms, or made immediately
available through Open Access Repositories

without embargo.”

https://www.coalition-s.org/principles-and-implementation/

Making

Open Access
a reality
. by 2020

A DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT
BY PUBLIC RESEARCH FUNDERS

Austria
Finland
France
Ireland

Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Slovenia

Austrian Science Fund

Academy of Finland

French National Research Agency
Science Foundation Ireland

National Institute for Nuclear Physics
National Research Fund

Netherlands Organisation for Sci. Res.

Research Council of Norway
National Science Centre Poland
Slovenian Research Agency

FWF

Sweden
AKA
ANR Sweden
SFI Sweden
INFN UK
FNR

Jordan
NWO
RCN Zambia
NCN EU
ARRS

+

Swedish Research Council for Health, Working Life

and Welfare FORTE
Swedish Research Council for Sustainable

Development FORMAS
Sweden’s Innovation Agency VINNOVA
UK Research and Innovation UKRI

The Higher Council for Science and HCST
Technology

National Science and Technology Council NSTC
European Commission, including the European EU

Research Council

Wellcome trust, Bill & Melinda Gates Fund,  WT, BMGF,
World Health Organization, TDR, ASAP WHO ...



https://www.coalition-s.org/principles-and-implementation/
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What’s Hot and Cooking In
Scholarly Publishing

Libraries Face a Future of
Open Access

Libraries and legacy publishers are in an unholy embrace. They
need not love each other to feel they should stick together.

By JOSEPH ESPOSITO | MAY 23, 2018 | LEAVE A COMMENT




Not neccessarily the outcome!




"Rredatery’ publishing

e Dishonest publ...

* |llegitimate journals
* Vanity press
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Study: source data

SwePub journal publication data was matched against three curated
blacklists:

1. Journals Black List maintained by the Ministry of Health and Medical
Education in Iran [blacklist.research.ac.ir]
1. “invalid and fake publications” (2,180 titles from 88 publishers)

2. DOAIJ list of journals removed from the Open Access list
[blog.doaj.org/tag/removed-journals]
1. “Suspected editorial misconduct by publisher”, (642 titles)

3. Cabell’s Blacklist, by kind permission [www2.cabells.com/about-
blacklist]

1. (9,503 titles from 446 publishers); (secondary criteria)

4. (Elsevier: Discontinued-sources-from-Scopus Sept 2018
e Metrics; Publication concerns, Radar (424 titles) )



V03

Vi1l

V15

V37

V71

Cabell’s criteria

Hijacked journal (defined as a
fraudulent website created to
look like a legitimate
academic journal for the
purpose of offering
academics the opportunity to
rapidly publish their research
for a fee).

Editors do not actually exist
or are deceased.

Falsely claims indexing in
well-known databases
(especially SCOPUS, DOAJ,
JCR, and Cabells).

The journal or publisher uses
a virtual office or other proxy
business as its physical
address.

The journal publishes papers
presented at conferences
without additional peer
review.

V05

V06

V32

V48

V56

V66

The journal or publisher
claims to be a non-profit
when it is actually a for-profit
company.

The publisher hides or
obscures relationships with
for-profit partner companies.

Gender bias in the editorial
board.

The journal purposefully
publishes controversial
articles in the interest of
boosting citation count.

No policies for digital
preservation.

The journal copyproofs and
locks PDFs.

V02

V20

V22

V25

V34

V40
V43

The same article appears in more than
one journal.

The journal states there is an APC or
other fee but does not give
information on the amount.

The author must pay APC or
publication fee before submitting the
article (specifically calls the fee a
publication fee, not a submission fee).

The name of the journal references a
country or demographic that does not
relate to the content or origin of the
journal.

Inadequate peer review (i.e., a single
reader reviews submissions, peer
reviewers read papers outside their
field of study, etc.).

Poor grammar and/or spelling.

The publisher displays prominent
statements that promise rapid
publication and/or unusually quick
peer review (less than 4 weeks).



Sweden AQP 2012-2017
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Figure 1: Share of SQP publishing in Sweden 2012-2017



Swed

en QP 2012-2017/

Table 1: Organisation share of SQP journal publications (fractionalized) as a share of the total
number of registered journal publications in SwePub2012-2017 and for the full period. Gradual
colour scale: Red: Highest share, White: 0.7 % (median), Blue: Lowest share

Lirosite 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total 2012-17
0,79%  1,11%  1,14%  1,26%  1,18%  0,48% 0,99%

0,80%  0,92%  1,03%  0,39%  0,56%  0,54% 0,71%

old 0,34%  0,60%  0,52%  0,38%  033%  0,39% 0,43%
051%  0,60%  045%  026%  020%  0,13% 0,35%

0,64%  0,98%  0,73%  0,78%  0,79%  0,73% 0,77%

0,26%  0,61% 041%  035% 0028%  0,17% 0,35%

0,32%  0,16% 0,70%  0,36%  0,64%  0,33% 0,42%

030%  01S%  009%  O13%  01%  009% 0%

b () b () b () b o h () h () h ¢}

. 0,65%  0,92%  0,36%  0,26%  0,34%  0,26% 0,45%

431%  3,18%  3,01%  161%  169%  0,93% 2,35%

1,70%  0,90%  1,13%  0,92%  0,86% - 1,11%

1,61%  2,52%  2,31%  1,47%  1,17%  0,79% 1,65%

New 2,02%  3,23%  2,10%  2,24%  2,04%  1,29% 2,16%
431%  3,10%  1,71%  3,93%  3,23%  4,93% 3,50%

2,01%  2,15%  2,00%  2,44%  163%  0,45% 1,77%

0,86%  1,59%  2,08%  0,82%  161%  1,64% 1,46%

1,37%  2,79%  4,04%  156%  0,42%  1,54% 1,93%

2,63%  1,83%  2,83%  100%  2,56%  1,97% 2,12%

3,31%  4,74%  3,05%  3,47%  1,33%  3,72% 3,25%

. 2,20%  1,74%  4,88%  169%  3,68% - 2,32%
Univ. 3,12%  2,96%  2,49%  2,40%  0,80%  0,69% 1,99%
coll 6,90%  2,07%  2,84%  2,23%  2,20%  3,09% 3,25%
) 4,83% | 813%  7,0%  449%  2,50%  2,44% 5,09%

3,88%  2,75%  552%  602%  2,91%  3,55% 4,17%

0,63%  059%  072%  0,95%  191%  0,89% 0,97%

3,02%  429%  3,61%  498%  0,72%  1,39% 2,93%

1,72%  0,96% 0,90% 0,58%

Total sum 0,86% 0,95% 0,87% 0,71% 0,66% 0,51% 0,76%




HE| categories

Table 4: Difference in SQP publishing (mean values and range) between
different organisation categories.

'Median 'Mean 'Range (min, | Range (max,
, : ? yearly) yearly)
Specialuniv. | 045% ___ 090% __ 000% _ 431%
Youngeruniv | 1,96% 227% 045% . 4,93%

Univ Colleges 2,22% 2,51% 0,00% 8,13%
Total 0,76% 0,76% 0,76% 0,76%

Old Spec. New University colleges




Source title words

mass data analysis

material science
modeling
(essays

( scientific research ] [

world journal }!
(_ theology ) A

catalysis open
' open access

epidemiology

ﬁ :

\

computer science "<

network
(- communication tecnno )
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nature

NEWS - 13 JANUARY 2020

Predatory-journal papers havelittle
scientificimpact

Analysis of hundreds of articles in predatory titles shows that 60% have never
been cited.

LIMITED READERSHIP

Papers published in predatory journals five
years ago have attracted few or no citations.

22-32 citations 1.6%

11-21 citations 1.2% — ]

2-10 citations No citations
24.8% 59.6%
SAMPLE SIZE
250 papers
1 citation
12.8%

Bjork, B.-C., Kanto-Karvonen, S. & Harviainen, J. T.
Preprint at https://arxiv.org/abs/1912.10228 (2019).



https://arxiv.org/abs/1912.10228

|[dentifying questionable publishing actors

* White lists: * Black lists
 Citeringsdatabaser: WoS — Journal +Beallstist-(defunct)
Citations Reports; Scopus « Cabbell’s ()
* “Norwegian list” — (Level 0, 1, 2) * “Norwegian list” — “Level X”

» Subject-specific lists (e.g. ABS)

University library

¢ L THINK _ © €

Choose the right journal or publisher for your research

thinkchecksubmit.org




Boils down to research ethics
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