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Abstract

The poecillid species Phalloptychus januarius has been reported repeatedly from Argentina. The
chronology of the records in literature is analyzed and the records of Phalloptychus januarius from
Argentina are tentatively assigned to Phalloceros caudimaculatus.

Resumen

El poecilidio Phalloptychus januarius ha sido citado repetidamente para la Argentina. Se analiza la
cronologia de las referencias en la literatura. Las citas correspondientes a Phalloptychus januarius
son asignadas tentativamente a Phalloceros caudimaculatus.

Just as the species name indicates, Hensel (1868) described Girardinus januarius from the area of Rio
de Janeiro. Garman (1895) placed both, Girardinus iheringii Boulenger, 1889 and G. caudimaculatus
Hensel, 1868, in the synonymy of G. januarius and additionally erected the new genus Glaridodon,
preoccupied and replaced by Glaridichthys Garman, 1896 for the latter. Based on specimens from the
port of Buenos Aires, Berg (1897) reported the first record of Glaridodon januarius from a locality in
Argentina, following the synonymy proposed by Garman, and possibly following Hilgendorf (fide
Philippi 1906) in the assumption that Perugia’s (1891) record of Gambusia gracilis? from the
Argentinean province of Cordoba also to be synonymous with Glaridodon januarius. Perugia proposed
a questionable synonymy of Xiphophorus obscurus Weyenbergh, 1877 with Xiphophorus gracilis
Heckel, 1848 sub Gambusia gracilis? (Heck.). Koerber & Azpelicueta (2009) recently revalidated
Jenynsia obscura (Weyenbergh, 1877) as a senior synonym of J. pygogramma Boulenger, 1902.
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this genus.

Concluding that neither the record of Perugia from Cordoba, nor the specimens of Berg and Lahille
correspond to Phalloptychus januarius, we consider all previous records of this species from
Argentinean localities to be erroneous and, with the exception of Perugia’s Gambusia gracilis?,
tentatively assign all to refer to Phalloceros caudimaculatus. Phalloptychus januarius is hereby
considered not to be distributed in Argentina and furthermore should not be included in faunal lists for
Argentina until new findings and examinations would confirm undoubtedly its presence in this country.
With his record of Glaridodon januarius from Buenos Aires Berg (1897) seems to have provided the
first record of Phalloceros caudimaculatus from Argentina.

Confusion between the identities of Phalloceros caudimaculatus, Phallopthychus januarius and some-
times even Cnesterodon decemmaculatus was not only widespread among ichthyologists of the early
20" century. The same happened in the aquarium hobby in times when aquarium fishes distributed in
Southern South America were imported to Europe mainly from Buenos Aires rather than from localities
in the remaining distributional range of Cnesterodontini as Uruguay or Southeastern Brazil.

Stansch (1914) for example showed Phalloceros caudimaculatus correctly on page 175, but assigned
the name Phalloptychus januarius to the melanistic form of the first, then known in the aquarium hobby
as P. c. reticulatus. In recognition of this error the American ichthyologist George S. Myers made a
handwritten correction in his personal copy of Stansch’s book: “This fish, the common Girardinus, is a
variety of the foregoing species, Phalloceros caudo.”. Myers’ copy is hosted today in the Smithonian
Libraries. This confusion about the identity of Phalloceros caudimaculatus among aquarium hobbyists
in the early 20th century may have been caused by Kbéhler (1906), who considered Girardinus
Januarius to be the valid name and the species to be conspecific with Glaridodon caudimaculatus.
Posterior authors followed this determination, until Arnold (1914) recognized Phalloptychus januarius
and Phalloceros caudimaculatus (sub P. caudomaculatus) as different valid species and presented
respective figures of both.
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