
 

Program  

Theme: Nordic pharmacoepidemiology in a global setting 

Dates: November 19-21, 2025 
Venue: Uppsala University Main Building, Biskopsgatan 3, Uppsala, Sweden.  

Please enter via main building entrance. All conference rooms are located on the upper floor. 

A staffed cloak room will be available where you are welcome to leave your coats and bags, but 
please keep your valuables with you.  

 

Interior Map – lower and upper floors:  
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Wednesday, November 19, 2025 
Uppsala University Main Building 
12:30-13.00 Registration 

Location: University Main Building Foyer 
13:00-17.00 Pre-Conference Course  

 
The Nordic Region to Champion Transparency and Reproducibility in 
Pharmacoepidemiology 
 
Anton Pottegård, Professor, University of Southern Denmark 
Shirley V. Wang, Associate Professor, Harvard Medical School  
 
Location: University Main Building, Hall IX 
 

17.00-18.00 Guided Tour in the old city quarters 
The official university guide, Demonstrator Academicus Mikael Norrby will give a short, 
guided tour around the old academic buildings of Uppsala.  
The tour starts from the main entrance. 
 

18.00 Welcome Reception (pre-registration required) 
Uppsala University Main Building, Location: University Main Building, Faculty rooms 
 

19.00 PhD student networking event (pre-registration required) 
Location: Lilly’s, Sysslomansgatan 15, Uppsala 
 

Thursday, November 20, 2025 
Uppsala University Main Building, hall X 
8.30-12.00 8.30-9.00 Registration 

Location: University Main Building Foyer 
 
9.00-9.10 Welcome and Introduction 
             Björn Wettermark, Professor, Uppsala University  
             Carolyn Cesta, Assistant Professor, Karolinska Institutet   
 
9.10-9.30 Pharmacoepidemiology in the Nordic countries- a graphical overview 
              Björn Wettermark, Professor, Uppsala University  
 
9.30-10.30 Nordic Countries in the Global World of Pharmacoepidemiology 

Helga Gardarsdottir, Professor, Utrecht University  
Chair: Björn Wettermark, Professor, Uppsala University   
 
10.30-11.00 Coffee break & poster viewing 
 
11.00-12.00 Oral presentations I  

Prenatal exposure to ADHD medication and risk of neurodevelopmental 
disorders: A multinational study, Jacqueline Cohen, Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health 

First trimester melatonin exposure and risk of major congenital malformations: a 
population-based cohort study, Silvia Segovia Chacon, Karolinska Institutet 
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Identification of pregnancies in real-world data: head-to-head comparison of 
three algorithms, Hedvig Nordeng, University of Oslo 

Emulating target trials of periconceptional supplementation of high-dose folic 
acid in women taking antiseizure medication on risk of major congenital 
anomalies using Nordic Registry data - A SCAN-AED study, Mika Gissler, Finnish 
Institute for Health and Welfare 

Risk of neurodevelopmental disorders associated with paternal use of valproate 
during spermatogenesis, Neda Razaz, Karolinska Institutet 

Chair: Elin Dahlén, PhD, The NEPI Foundation 
 

12.00-13.00 Lunch   
Location: Entrance hall 

13.00-17.00 13.00-13.30 PharmacoepiSLAMs I 
For list of abstract titles and presenter information, please see Page 6 

Chair: Lena Thunander Sundbom, PhD, Swedish Medical Products Agency 
 
13.30-14.30 Recent Trends in Pharmacovigilance 

Judith Brand, PhD, Uppsala Monitoring Centre  
Maria Larsson, Swedish Medical Products Agency 
Sofia Attelind, Researcher, Swedish Medical Products Agency 

Chair: Niklas Norén, PhD, Uppsala Monitoring Centre 
 
14.30-15.00 Coffee break & poster viewing 
Location: Hallway outside Hall X   
 
15.00-15.30 PharmacoepiSLAMs II 

For list of abstract titles and presenter information, please see Page 6 
Chair: Mohammadhossein Hajiebrahimi, Associate Professor, Uppsala University 
 
Past and Future of Nordic Registers 
15.30-16.00 Nordic Health Registry-Based Research 

Jonas Ludvigsson, Professor, Karolinska Institutet   
16.00-16.30 Short updates on new data/access from each Nordic country 
16.30-17.00 Panel discussion 

Finland: Heini Kari, Senior Researcher, The Social Insurance Institution of    
Finland (Kela) 
Iceland: Freyja Jónsdóttir, Associate Professor, University of Iceland 
Norway: Kari Jansdotter Husabø, Senior advisor, Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health 
Denmark: Jannik Wheler, Researcher, Aarhus University Hospital 
Sweden: Eva Nyman, Investigator, and Zoltan Thinsz, Program Officer, Swedish 
National Board of Health and Welfare   

Chair: Fredrik Nyberg, Professor, University of Gothenburg 
 

19.00 Dinner at Pharmen (pre-registration required) 
The Pharmaceutical Students Union  
Dag Hammarskjölds väg 16, Uppsala 
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Friday, November 21, 2025 
Uppsala University Main Building, hall X 
8.45-13.00 8.45-8.50 Welcome Day 2 

               Björn Wettermark, Professor, Uppsala University 
 
Using Common Data Models (CDM) 
8.50-9.00 Results from the NorPEN CDM survey  
               Carolyn Cesta, Assistant Professor, Karolinska Institutet   
9.00-9.15 OMOP in Swedish data: Implementation and challenges  
                Fredrik Nyberg, Professor, University of Gothenburg 
9.15-9.30 EpiCore: Development and examples of successful implementation  
                Anton Pottegård, Professor, University of Southern Denmark 
                Peter Bjødstrup Jensen, Data Manager, University of Southern Denmark 
9.30-9.40 Panel discussion 
Chair: Carolyn Cesta, Assistant Professor, Karolinska Institutet   
 
9.40-10.30 Oral presentations II 

Opioid utilization in Scandinavian countries, 2010–2023: A multi-metric 
assessment, Gabriela Rolová, Charles University, Prague  

Modeling Clinical Indications for GLP-1 Receptor Agonists in Sweden Using 
Machine Learning Classification, Julia Eriksson, Karolinska Institutet 

Identifying Drugs Associated with Parkinson’s Disease Risk Using Machine 
Learning, Eeva Pylkkö, University of Eastern Finland 

Rare adverse events after COVID-19 vaccination among Swedish older adults - 
evidence from a nationwide register-based study, Fredrik Nyberg, University of 
Gothenburg 

Chair: Huiqi Li, Associate Professor, University of Gothenburg 
 
10.30-10.50 Coffee break & poster viewing 
Location: Hallway outside Hall X  
 
10.50-11.45 Parallel workshops 
Current needs in Pediatric pharmacoepi 

Elin Kimland, PhD, Swedish Medical Products Agency  
Jenny Kindblom, Professor, University of Gothenburg 
Rikke Wesselhøft, Associate Professor, University of Southern Denmark 

Chair: Elin Dahlén, PhD, The NEPI Foundation 
Location: Hall XI 
 
Current needs in Geriatric pharmacoepi 

Kristina Johnell, Professor, Karolinska Institutet  
Pauline Raaschou, PhD, the NEPI Foundation 
Katharina Schmidt-Mende, Associate Professor, Karolinska Institutet 
Jonas Wastesson, Senior Research Specialist, Karolinska Institutet 

Chair:  Kristina Johnell, Professor, Karolinska Institutet 
Location: Hall X 
 
11.50-12.50 Lessons learned from Registry-based RCTs of Medical Drugs 

Stefan James, Professor, Uppsala University  
Chair: Björn Pasternak, Professor, Karolinska Institutet   
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12.50-13.00 Closing of the meeting 
             Björn Wettermark, Professor, Uppsala University  
             Jacqueline Cohen, Norwegian Institute of Public Health    
 

13.00-14.00 Lunch  
Location: Entrance hall 

13.00-15.00 NorPEN Executive Committee Meeting 
Location:  Hall XI 
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PharmacoEpiSLAMs 

Session 1 

• Maternal exposure to antibiotics recommended for Group B Streptococcus prophylaxis and risk of 
obesity and type 1 diabetes in children: A Swedish population-based cohort study, Sheila Orwa, 
University of Antwerp 

• First and second-generation antipsychotic use during pregnancy and their risks of pregnancy 
complications and birth outcomes, Emely Blæhr, Aarhus University 

• Rituximab in new-onset generalized myasthenia gravis: Long-term follow-up of the RINOMAX clinical 
trial, Jing Wu, Karolinska Institutet 

• Cross-country trends in psychotropic medication use among children and adolescents in Scandinavia: A 
protocol using the EpiCore common data model framework, Maria Højgaard Stoltz-Andersen, University 
of Southern Denmark 

• Effectiveness of roflumilast on further exacerbation and mortality among COPD patients – a sequential 
trial design using register data in Sweden, Huiqi Li, University of Gothenberg 

• How does the quality of pharmacotherapy vary by income across regions in Finland and Sweden? A 
register-based study, Katri Aaltonen, University of Turku 

• Prevalence and characteristics of women with bipolar disorder discontinuing lithium treatment in 
pregnancy: leveraging prescription free-text information in Sweden, Felix Wittström, Karolinska 
Institutet 

• Quantifying risk of unmeasured confounding in longitudinal studies, Andreas Kristian Pedersen, 
University Hospital of Southern Denmark 
 

Session 2 

• Social vulnerability in relation to non-initiation and early discontinuation of adjuvant endocrine therapy 
for breast cancer – a Danish nationwide population-based cohort study, Julie Andersen Schmidt, Aarhus 
University and Aarhus University Hospital 

• Antidepressant Use in Pregnancy: Patterns Among Preconception Users, HyunJoo Lim, Sungkyunkwan 
University 

• Gastrointestinal Disorders in Children and Adolescents: Characterization, Risk Factors, and Time Trends, 
Karoline Lundgaard, University of Southern Denmark 

• Antenatal antidepressant use and subsequent offspring type 1 diabetes in Norway and Sweden, Alexis 
Carson, University of Oslo 

• Impact of Early Initiation of SGLT2 inhibitor on Mortality in Patients With Heart Failure With Reduced 
Ejection Fraction, George Mkoma, Statens Serum Institut 

• Leveraging global pharmacovigilance data to identify suboptimal use of medicines. Michele Fusaroli, 
Uppsala Monitoring Centre 

• Prescription Patterns in Fatal Oxycodone Poisonings in Sweden, Sara Gustavsson, Swedish National Board 
of Forensic Medicine 

• An agnostic screening of drug prescriptions and their association with risk of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
Magne Haugland Solheim, Haukeland University Hospital 
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Posters 

1. EpiCore - a common data model for pharmacoepidemiological studies in Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden, Peter Bjødstrup Jensen, University of Southern Denmark 

2. Epidemiology of Short- and Long-Term Opioid Use Following Admission to an Internal Medicine 
Ward, Freyja Jónsdóttir, University of Iceland 

3. Postpartum Depression in Fathers following Medically Assisted Reproduction: A register-based 
cohort study, Mette Bliddal, University of Southern Denmark 

4. Analysis of non-adherence to antiplatelet medications among patients with peripheral arterial 
disease, Martin Wawruch, St. Elizabeth University of Health and Social Work in Bratislava 

5. Group B Streptococcus treatment during pregnancy and the risk of neurodevelopmental outcomes in 
children: A Swedish population-based cohort study, Sheila Orwa, University of Antwerp 

6. Antibiotic use during pregnancy and neonatal Group B Streptococcus disease: A Swedish population-
based cohort study, Sheila Orwa, University of Antwerp 

7. Trends and incidence rates of neurodevelopmental disorders in Danish children and adolescents 
2000-2024 Heidi Sonne, University of Southern Denmark 

8. Combining several pharmacotherapy quality indicators into a composite measure, Hanna Rättö, 
University of Turku 

9. Automated Mapping of Free-Text Drug Entries using Fuzzy Algorithms: Development of a Solution for 
the Swedish Pregnancy Register, Stamatia Tsampa, Karolinska Institutet 

10. Trends and Disparities in Use of Harmful Medications During Pregnancy: A nationwide study in 
Sweden with Data from the Medical Birth Register and the Swedish Pregnancy Register, 1995-2024, 
1995–2024 Viktor Ahlqvist, Karolinska Institutet 

11. The Scottish Medicines in Pregnancy programme: supporting the surveillance of medicines use 
during pregnancy Tanja Mueller, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow 

12. Comparative effectiveness of azathioprine and rituximab used first line in myasthenia gravis: a 
nationwide population-based registry study Wanqing Wu, Karolinska Institutet 

13. Psychotropic Medication Exposure Among Exclusively Breastfed Infants: A population-based 
descriptive study in Denmark Xiaoqin Liu, Aarhus University 

14. Introduction of Paxlovid (nirmatrelvir/ ritonavir) in Sweden – a cross-sectional study comparing the 
real-world population treated with the clinical trial populations Mohammadhossein Hajiebrahimi, 
Uppsala University 

15. Association between long-term COVID and use of antidepressants: A Swedish cohort study 
Mohammadhossein Hajiebrahimi, Uppsala University 

16. Educational gradient in COVID-19 vaccination coverage in Swedish-born and foreign-born Karin 
Söderberg-Löfdal, Swedish Medical Products Agency 

17. Comparative Safety of Disease Modifying Antirheumatic Drugs in Rheumatoid Arthritis: Real-world 
Impact of Different Methods of Handling Treatment Discontinuation Jacob Granfors, Karolinska 
Institutet 
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18. Use of Glucagon-like peptide-1 Receptor Agonists in Sweden Julia Eriksson, Karolinska Institutet 

19. The Risk of Venous Thromboembolism in Atopic Dermatitis: A population-based cohort study Marie 
Linder, Karolinska Institutet 

20. User characteristics of sodium-glucose cotransporter-2 inhibitors in four European countries, 2014–
2021: Finnish results of the HORIZON-EU project “Real4Reg” Thuan Vo, University of Eastern Finland 

21. Use of Antiobesity Medications and Obesity-related Comorbidities Inger Johanne Bakken, Norwegian 
Institute of Public Health 

22. Antibacterial use in horses in Norway Lukas Löfling, Norrwegian Veterinary Institute 

23. Pharmacovigilance Data for Monitoring Antibiotic Resistance and Misuse: Analysis of Reports from 
Asian LMICs in VigiBase Hager Saleh, Karolinska Institutet 

24. Exploring community perspectives on open-source methods in pharmacovigilance Valentina Giunchi, 
Uppsala Monitoring Centre 

25. Identification of groups of non-adherent medication users in a general population using 
unsupervised machine learning Robert Nuifondieng Foncha, The Arctic University of Norway 

26. Predictors of late breast cancer recurrence: Development and internal validation of an algorithm to 
predict late breast cancer recurrence Elisabeth Solmunde, Aarhus University 

27. Type 2 diabetes in breast cancer patients and adherence to adjuvant endocrine therapy Cathrine 
Hjorth, Aarhus University and Aarhus University Hospital 

28. Impact of Follow-Up Time on the Identification of Neurodevelopmental Disorders in Norwegian 
Children in Real-World Registry Data Hedvig Nordeng, University of Oslo 

29. Centre for Children and Medicines: Early initiatives in pharmacoepidemiology to improve paediatric 
medicine use Elin Kimland, Swedish Medical Products Agency 


