
NorPEN EC Meeting Minutes 
 
March 19 2025 10.00-11.00  
 
Present: Freyja Jónsdóttir (chair), Carolyn Cesta (note taker), Jacqueline Cohen, Heidi Taipale, Maarit 
Leinonen, Huiqi Li, Christine Hallgreen, Mika Gissler 
Absent: Student representative, Pharmacoepi Society representative  
  
1. Welcome  
 
2. Approval of minutes from last meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved without amendments. 
 
3. Orientation from chair and co-chair 

• Update on website  
• Updated publications page and added advertisement for Aarhus summer school 
• There is room for 2 news items at a time, but can expand if needed. 
• Have not updated the history of NorPEN (as has been planned), and waiting for EduGroup 

contribution to the resources page 
 

• Update on NorPEN 2026 with NordicEpi 
• Most recent planning meeting was on March 5th 
• Date confirmed: June 2-5th 2026 
• NOFE will handle payments and financial responsibility of the meeting 
• Soon a scientific committee will be assembled and will include members from all Nordic 

countries. The suggestion is that NorPEN could invite the representatives of the 
pharmacoepi societies to join the committee (or they could provide alternative suggestions) 

• Main theme to be decided, but will aim to be attractive to both epi and pharmacoepi 
focused researchers 

• In the name of conference, it will be highlighted that NorPEN is involved (e.g., NordicEpi-
NorPEN) 
 

• NorPEN listed as a network on the HMA-EMA Catalogue 
• It is unclear how/when NorPEN was added as a network, but likely was in the original 

ENCePP catalogue and then transferred  
• Carolyn has checked with CPE/KI and with previous EC chair Leena Saastamoinen about 

whether they have any knowledge of who set it up and who is the administrator 
• The next step is for Carolyn to contact the HMA-EMA catalogue administrator to collect 

more information and see if we could have administrative responsibility 
 

• EC positions to be filled:  
o Norway substitute representative (pending) 
o Jackie will aim to find someone to nominate from a different Norwegian member 

group institution  
o We can discuss whether prioritizing that the main and substitute EC representative 

are from different institutions is something we want to implement for our next 
election round (Autumn 2026)  

o Pharmacoepi Society main representative (nomination application attached) 
o Nominee was presented: Xiaoqin Liu, Senior Researcher, Aarhus University and 

Board member of the Danish Society for Pharmacoepidemiology 
o Unanimous vote to welcome Xiaoqin Liu to the EC 



4. Discussion of incoming membership applications (none) 
N/A 
 
5. Update on NorPEN 2025 meeting  

• Next organizing meeting planned for this week  
• Preliminary schedule shared 
• Theme will be about Nordic pharmacoepi in a global context 
• Will include something about CDM 
• Committee appreciated the sessions on special populations (e.g., geriatrics, paediatrics) 
• Suggestion: to include more of Uppsala’s focus on sustainability and environmental impact 

of medicines 
• Pre-conference course has not been decided on yet 

 
6. Update from EduGroup 

• No meeting since January due to inactive members and the rotating chair schedule 
• Suggestion to implement some more organization structure – a chair or group administrator 

who keeps track of the chairing schedule and keep up the momentum. 
• Could the students responsible for the chairing schedule? 
• Should new members be recruited? 
• Heidi to bring these suggestions to the EduGroup 

 
7. Update on CDM Survey and Sub-committee 

• Maurizio not present 
• CDM survey manuscript submitted a few weeks ago 
• To discuss next time:   

o timeline and aim for contacting those who responded to the survey that they were 
interested in being part of a CDM subcommittee 

o creating a report for the NorPEN webpage with additional information from the 
survey 

 
8. Overview and responsibilities document for each EC position  

• Jackie will send a link for a shared document to those in the EC who have had some 
experience within their role (e.g., Heidi (research group representatives), Maarit (register 
holder representative), (??? – PE society representatives), (??? – student representatives) 
who can summarize what has been part of their role/responsibilities so far 

• The next step will be to share with all EC members, who can also contribute with experience 
from NorPEN and other societies  

 
9. EC goals/ tasks for this 2 year term: Continued discussion (see minutes from January 2025) 

• We continued to discuss how to approach a goal of creating some infrastructure for sharing 
protocols/analysis script within the NorPEN community  

• One option is to create a NorPEN Github 
o Can be a fully open or a closed repository, for the latter, a link/password would be 

needed, which implies more administrative responsibility 
o Considerations: who’s name would the github account go under? Is it a totally free 

service, or is there cost involved? 
• Another option is for a password protected section of the NorPEN website 

o Jackie to investigate if this is possible 
o Cons of this is that some secure servers where our members are working do not 

have internet access, and would not be able to access the contents from there. 



However, they could download and request that it’s uploaded. Note that often an 
exception is made in these servers for accessing Github. 

• Practically, we could ask members of the NorPEN committee to contribute, but we will not 
evaluate the quality, so a disclaimer would be needed 

• To be continued next time 
 
10. Update from members of EC and AOB (All) 
  

• Maarit – In Finland, an Act on the secondary use of data is out for public comment, and 
includes the allowance for Finnish data to be shared with other international secure 
research environments, which will facilitate Nordic collaboration. The Act is to be enforced 
in April 2026.  

 
• Jackie – In Norway, a new website for publicly available drug statistics 

https://statistikk.fhi.no/ has been launched, and will soon include data for 2024. The old 
website (NorPD.no) only includes data until 2021. 

 
Next meeting: April 2025 (after April 21st to avoid the Easter weeks): chair Fl, note taker IS 
  
Meeting chairmanship rotating schedule: DK, NO, IS, SE, FI, societies, register holder 
 

https://statistikk.fhi.no/lmr/O

