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• Grand success for SASNET 2015 Conference on Structural Transformation of South Asia 

More than 70 researchers from Europe and South 
Asia turned up for a successful SASNET three-day 
International conference on the structural 
transformation of South Asia being held In Lund 
20-22 May 2015. The conference was entitled 
·south Asia In Transformation: World of Slums, 
Global Power Houses or Utoplas7 Migration, 
labour, and family changes In a dynamic region•, 
and consisted of seven panels, each one led by 
eminent researchers. The theme of the panels 
varied from ·urbanization and Social 
Sustainab/llty", to •ethnicity, Rellgion and 
Changing Caste Relations•, •changes In Family 
and Household", •Migration, Environment and 
Social Sustalnablllty•, •Governance In South 
Asia•; ·changing Lill>our Marlcets*and •structural 
Transformation and Social Conflicts•. 
The networking was Intense with a large 
continent of young, promising researchers from South Asla - India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan - presenting their papers along with Scandinavian colleagues. SASNET had given travel grants to no less 
than 30 young South Asian researchers. 
The purpose of the conference was to explore the social consequences of the transformatiOn of South Asian societies 
(and by implication, the wor1d). Structural transformations produce new opportunities and risks as j ob possibilities 
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and wealth are created and redlstrlbuted unevenly. This mav lead to the marglnallzatlon or some groups as well as 
social confllcts. The alm of thls conference IS atso to map the social impact of South ASla"s structural transformation so 
far, wlth speclnc reference to changes In labour migration patterns and In the composltlon of the care economy of 
families and househo11Js. SASNET actlng dlrector Lars Eklund was the chlef convener for the conference, but was 
asslsted by Olle Frödln, Andreas Johansson, Lubna Hawwa, Jacco Vlsser and five student asslstant:s. Read the full 
conferern;e report w1th photos. 

• SASNET hosted Nlnth EASAS PhD workshop in Falsterbo 

On behalf of the 
Eu, pean ,o.ssooation 
of Sauch /1<,lan Studes 
1EASi\Sl, SASNET 
successfu lly hosted the 
Nlnth European PhD 

workshop In South Asla Stud es In 
Höllviken, south of Malmö, Sweden, on 
18-19 May 2015. Thls was a two-day 
annual workshop for a maximum of 20 
PhD candldates and slx facully members 
from European universlties wlth an alm to 
give PhO students an opportunlty to 
rec:etve feedback on thelr theses rrom
senior scholars and fellow PhO candldates 
who are also working on South Aslan 
toplcs. The workshop was dlvlded lnto three parallell sessions. Dr. Jayakumarl Devika from Centre for Oevelopment 
Studies (CDS) In Thiruvananthapuram, lndla, held a keynote speech on "The 20H I< ss of Love Protest"', and how thls 
non-violent protest agalnst moral pollclng whlch started In Kerala, later spread to other parts of lndla . 
SASNET has organlsed these EASAS workshops twlce before. Partlcipants are PhO candldates In thelr second or later 
year at a European un verslty, work ng on any toplc that hasa strong relevant to South Asle, SASNET/LIJnd Unlverslty 
lnvlted European unlversltles to nomlnate a maximum of three students each for the workshop. Full ,nfo1m,1t1on abou 
lh ?01 EASA PhlJ w rtshOp ,n stei-t . 

• SASNET participat d in 1tudent semlnar on Indian film at Lund University 

In early May 201S, 51\SNET deputy dlrector Lars 
Eklund and former dlrector Staffan Undberg have 
been lnvolved In a semlnar series on Indian film at 
the Lund Unlverslty Alm Studies departmcnt, part 
or the Centre for Languages and llterature. They 
were lnvlted by Professor Lars Gustaf Andersson 
and Associate Professor Anders Marklund to 
engage wlth the students at the department and 
talk about thelr experlences of Indian film over a 3 Idiots. 

century, and explain C\lltural pl1enomena 
Ek Dn Ac:hanak. 

lnterwoveo Inta both mainstream Bollywood film as well as the hlghly sophlstlcated parallell Indian Clnema. A number 
of films had been selected as examples to study, lncludlng RaJkumar Hlranl's •3 Idiots" from 2009, Deepa Mehta's 
"Flre" from 1996, and Mrlnal Sen's 'Ek Din Achanak" from L979. The students ralsed Intelligent questlons and had a 
ntce discussion with Lars and Staffan an lssues as far aslde as the status of women In In dia to the unexpected peace 
and tranqulllty In the Kolkata mllieu shown In Sen·s film. 

• SASA/SASNET fleld work tnrvel grants to two Lund Unh1ersity students 

SASA 

·ou1h ,um SIUJl!m ""'"'iarion 

The Souch Aslan Students 
Association (SASA) at LUnd 
Universlty, in collaboratlon 
wlth Si\SNET, have dedded 
upon the announced student 
trave! grants to do neldwork 
In South Asta durlng the fall 

semester of 2015. The grants will cover trave! expenses for alrllne tick ts to the country of Tu/11/1 

fleldwork for up to a maximum of SEK 8,000 per grant. The two successful candldates are Tullla J,ick, PhD 

Axel 

candldate at t.he Dept. of Soclology; and Axel Vlk�tröm, bachelors student of Journalism at the Dept. of Medla and 
Communlcatlon. Tullla Jack ls supposed to visit Mysore In Indla, to study Conventlons, dean11ness and resource 
consumptlon In everyday llfe, whereas Axel Vikström Is golng to Maldlves to do reportlng on tl1e Crlsls for Democracy. 
Students enrolled at Lund Unlverslty plannlng to do fieldwork In South Asla were encouraged to apply. SASA and 
SASNET expect to announce a new round of fretdwork grants du ring the fall 2015. Like our Facebook pago •south 
Aslan Students Association at Lund Unlverslty" and follow our page on the SASNET webslte at http./lwww sasn<'t.lu.se 
/sasap;, e, to stay updated on new grant announcements. 

• Full SASNET semtnars availabte on Youtube 

Talat Bhat Is a mm maker resldlng In 
Lund. He Is regularly ngaged by 
SASNET to do recordln.gs of our 
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••iii!l'I SASNET seminars at Lund University. 
We now present links to all seminars 
being posted on Youtube. They indude 
seminars by Thomas Blom Hansen, 
Stanford University; Susan 
Visvanathan, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU); Subrata Mitra, 
University of Heidelberg; Brent E 
Huffman, Northwestern University, USA; Doug Miller, University of Northumbria in 
Newcastle; and many others. 
We also link up to the keynote presentations from SASNET's April 2013 high-profile 
one-day South Asia Symposium at Lund University, seminars focusing on five countries or 

the region: Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, by Dina Siddiqi, BRAC University, Dhaka; Surlnder 
Jodhka, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi; Michael Hutt, SOAS, University of London; Ayesha Siddlqa, previously 
Visiting Scholar at Johns Hopkins Unlve<"sity; and Jonathan Spencer, University or Edinburgh, plus a ftnal panel 
discussion with South Asia ambassadors to Sweden (photo). Go for SASNET's recorded sem1n~rs. with youtub" links. 

• SASNET seminar with Vandana Desai on Slum Speculation and Ageing 

..-----==--..., SASNET, In collaboration 
with Lund University's 
Human Geography 
Department organised a 
seminar with renown 
development scholar 
Dr.Vandana Desai on the 

... ==----'- """ topic of her recent paper 
entitled "Slum Speculation and A~lng in India". 
The lecture was held on Tuesday 19 May 2015, 
16:00 - 18:00 at Geocentrum 1 (room: V~rten on 
the ground ftOO<"), Solvegatan 10. Dr. Desai Is 
a Senior Lecturer In Human Geography at the 
Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, 
University of London. 
Abstract: Indian metropolises are Increasingly 
seen as post- liberalization engines or growth. Pursuit of a more market-drtven agenda has paved the way for public 
infrastructure Investment In urban mega-projects and formation of new towns. Yet, numerous failures In fulfilling 
expectations raised have led to mounting frustrations and bitter discourse among urban middle-upper classes. In 
response, business leaders, architects and financial Institutions engaged In forging local alliances, seek advantage 
through lnftuence over urban governance. Real estate actors are crucial since they have direct interest in the 
transformation or India's cities. What is critical to understand ls how this cascades down to poorer slum communities, 
how it changes landscapes and politics of India's cities and how changes In investment circuits affect practices of 
poorer people In trying to maintain legitimate security of tenure In low-Income housing. As corporate developers 
become city developers how do they contribute to shaping contemporary spatial Indian urban patterns, and 
reproducing social and economic divides in slum communities? At a more local level, how do local elite slumdwellers' 
Interests Intersect with poorer neighbours? In thinking about the rising aspirations of slum citizens In cities of the 
global South, who are innovatively Increasing demands for higher living standards, leading to dispersed power and 
difficulties In reaching consensus within slums, this paper highlights the ever-growing fragmentation In terms or 
power, Influence and decision-making that can heighten indecision, impasse, and Insecurity for the poorest. The paper 
Is based on 64 ethnographic interviews with older women in a north-east Mumbai slum. 
Dr. Desai's research involves an Integrated strategy of cross disciplinary research collaboration combining her 
background in development with the work of academics from geography, sociology, social policy, gerontology and 
International NGOs such as Practical Action and WaterAld in seeking to inftuence lntematlonal policy making. Her 
research Is focussing on theoretical and Implementation issues In development policy, urban governance, and 
North-South donor relations in areas of low-Income housing and Infrastructural development (water and sanitation), 
ageing and gender issues. She is the co-editor of "The Companion to Development Studies•, contains ove<" a hundred 
chapters written by leading International experts within the fteld to provide a concise and authoritative overview of the 
key theoretical and practical issues dominating contemporary development studies. 

• SASNET seminar on Adolescent Reading Centres run by BRAC In Afghanistan 

Dr. Chona R. Echavez, 
Deputy Director for the 
Afghanistan Research and 
Evaluation Unit (AREU) in 
Kabul gave a SASNET 
lecture at Lund University 
on Mondag 25 May 2015, 
15.15-17.00. The 
seminar, entitled "Life 
skills eduatlon and 
llvelihoods trainings for 
girls Jn Afghanistan: What 
difference do they make in 
their lives?" wass 

organised in collaboration with the Swedish 
Committee for Afghanistan (SCA) In Lund. Venue: 
Conference room 4, Dept. of Sociology, 
Paradlsgatan 5 G, Lund. See the poster. 
The Adolescent Reading Centres (ARCs) Is a programme Initiated by the Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee 
(BRAC) that started in 2007. It Is like a home-based rural library. which was aimed to cater to over-aged girls who, 
due to several constraints, could not continue with their education. It furthe<" aimed to enhance the economic 
opportunities for socially excluded Individuals. The Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU) examined the 
effectiveness or ARCs among targeted adolescent females in Kabul and Parwan provinces using the social exdusion 
lens. 
A combination of qualitative and quantitative techniques was utilised In comparing outcomes for beneficiaries and 
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non-beneficiaries In the ARC. It adopted a quasi-experimental Impact evaluation design. Findings showed that ARC 
Intervention Improved household well-being, access to economic opportunities and education by other members In 
household empower wpmen, state·sodety relations. Furthermore, it pointed out that the trainings had only small 
effects on some Indicators of social lndusion related to knowledge and skills acquisition but almost no Impact In terms 
of employment and business activity. A key factor contributing to the limited income-generating outcomes of the 
livelihoods training related to Its design and delivery. More generally, the research revealed that education, access to 
financial capital and restrictions on female mobility were the key barriers to female employment. The outcome of this 
study provided feedback among policy-makers and program Implementers to address the cultural/traditional blocks 
that Inhibit women to work outside the home and tie up the program with the government for continuity and 
sustainability. ~1011! nformat• •n abvut tht! BRAC educational programmes on Afghanistan. 
Chona R. Echave? has a PhD In Demography from the Australian National University, Canberra, Australia. Before 
joining AREU In January 2010, she served as an Asia Fellow in Cambodia at the Centre for Peace and Conftlct Studies, 
during which she looked into healing, dreams, aspirations and concepts of peace among Cambodian youth. She also 
works as Senior Research Associate at the Research Institute for Mindanao Culture (RIMCU), Phlllpplnes. While at 
RIMCU she managed a research portfolio that included: population, health, peace and livelihood programs, 
considering gender as a cross-cutting Issue. 
Dr. Echavez came to Sweden primarily to attend the SASNET conference on South Asia m , r;m~formdtlon , where she 
chaired one of the seven panels. 

• China based researcher on EU•Indla relations visited SASNET 

Dr. Madhusudan Chaubey from 
the School of International Studies 
at Renmln University of China In Beij ing 
made a courtesy call to SASNET on 
Tuesday 26 May 2015. He was 
accompanied by Prof. Staffan Lindberg, 
former SASNET director, with whom he 
has a long-standing academic relation 
since the early 1990s. Photo of the two 
together. 
After studying Political Science at Deihl 
University, Madhusudan Chaubey moved 
to China 20 years ago to complete his 
PhD at Renmin University, and he has 
remained there ever since. Currently 
Chaubey Is clolng research on EU·l ndla 
relations, and the reason for his ongoing 

tour to Europe Is to do some fieldwork. He has spent a month in Brussels, and after that staying In Berlin - from 
where he took a short northbound trip to Sweden and Lund University to meet researcher colleagues at the Dept. or 
Political Science. 

At SASNET, Madhusudan Chaubey met with acting director Lars Eklund, and discussed the Issue of doing India related 
research In China. 

• SASNET /SASA Fika Sri Lanka on journalism and political parties 

The South Asian 

~SASA ,'i:=i Student Association 
(SASA) at Lund 

.__"_"'_•_•·_•'-'~"'"""''-'---~_••_•~__. University organises 
Its fourth and ftnal for 

the spring semestre 2015 Flka without borders 
seminar on Thursday 28 May 2015, 17-19, at the 
usual venue: the basement ftoor at Lund 
University External Relations (ER) building, Stora 
Algatan 4, Lund. See poster. The May 28th event 
was dedicated to Srt Lanka, and two Interesting 
presentations will be given. The first speaker was 
Swedish journalist Johar M1kaelsson, who 
recently published a book entitled "Nlr de d6dar joumaliste,. (When they kill joumallsts), on the long civil war In Srt 
Lanka ending In 2009. 

In the book, he gives a background to the war. the dangerous reporting about the conftlct, 
and obstacles for the media In Sri Lanka from his professional and research experiences. 
Point to be mentioned, Sri Lanka is ranked 165 or 180 countries In Reporters Without 
Borders Press Freedom Index, one of about ten black-marked countries in the world. On 
the other hand, Mikaelsson sees possibilities for improvement with the change of 
government In January 2015. More information about the book. 
The second speaker was PhD candidate Andreas Johansson, affiliated to 
both Lund University and Linnaeus University in VaxjO, doing research 
on Muslim and Buddhist polical organizations in Sri Lanka. In particular 
he has studied the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) and the Bodu 
Bala Sena. Andreas, who will soon defend his doctoral dissertation at 
the Dept. or History or Religion in Lund, is currently also working 
part·tlme for SASNET, being in charge or the recent EASAS May 2015 

i__;_ ___ _J workshop In HOllvlken. 

Delicious Muliygatatwny Soup was also served. Flka Without Borders 
South Asia events Is a project started by SASA, in collaboration with SASNET, In which SASA organises a fika once a 
month, each time focusing on one of the eight South Asian countries. The 2015 series started with a Nepal fika on 5th 
February, an India fika on March 19th, and a Pakistan fika on May 7th. 
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• More information about SASNET and Its activities 
See SASNET's page, http: iw.vw.s~<nPt.lu ;eJ<asnet-news 

kese en vomrnuml)' News 

• Indian president on Sweden tour to sign several university collaboration agreements 

The President of India, Pranab Mukherjee makes an official visit to 
Sweden during the first week of June 2015. During his stay, he 
signs a large number of MoUs between Swedish and Indian 
universities. A signing ceremony took place at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Stoc.kholm on Monday 1 June. The agreements 
are the following: 
- Blekinge Institute or Technology, MoUs with Jawahar1al Nehru 
Technological Universities in Kakinada and Hyderabad; and with 
Andhra University in Visakhapatnam. 
- Karlstad university, MoUs with Banaras Hindu University (BHU) 
In Varanasl; and Indira Gandhi National Tribal University In 
Amarkantak. 
- KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, MoU with Indian 
Institute of Technology Kanpur (IITK). 
- Linkopong University, MOU with Indira Gandhi National Tribal 
University in Amarkantak; with the Centre for Energy and 
Encvlronment at Malvlya National Institute of Technology in 
Jaipur; and with Vel Tech Or. RR and Or. SR Technical University In Chennal. 
- unnaeus University, Vaxjo/Kalmar, MOU with Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University in Srinagar, 
Uttarakhand. 
- Lund University, MoUs with Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IITK); and with the Indian Institute of Science 
and Research (IISER) in Thtruvananthapuram. 
- Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), MoU with United Service Institution or India. 
- Stockholm University, MOU with the Indian Institute of Science and Research (IISER) In Thiruvananthapuram. 
- Swedish Research Council for Health Working Life and Welfare, Mou with Indian Council of Medical Research on 
Ageing and Health. 
- Swedish Medical Products Agency, MoU with the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation, India. 
- Umell University, MoUs with Vellore Institute of Technology in Chennal; with Sri Ramaswamy Memorial University, 
Tamil Nadu; and with Manipal University. 

President Pranab 
Mukherjee will also visited 
Uppsala University where 
he gave a talk on the 
subject "Tagore and 
Gandhi: Do they have 
Contemporary Relevance 
for Global Peace?" at the 
Magna Aula (Main 
University Hall), 
Blskopsgatan 3, Uppsala. 
The Crown Princess 
Vlctora and Prince Daniel 
were present at the talk, 
that was held on Tuesday 
2 June, at 17 .oo. The 
event was open to the 
public and the emba.ssy o 
India arranged for 
transportation between KTH Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm and Upsala University. The seminar in 
Uppsala was organised by the Dept. of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, and the Embassy of 
India. More information. 

• Paula Kantor victim for bloody attack by Taleban in Kabul 

The Taleban in Afghanistan have claimed an attack on Park Palace Hotel In central Kabul on the 
night of 13 May 2015. Fourteen people were killed, all civilians: five Afghan and nine 
foreigners. The Taleban say they targeted a high-level meeting of 'occupiers.' All other 
reporting indicates that one or more gunmen had managed to get into the Park Palace Hotel 
before a concert by the Afghan dasslcal musician Eltaf Hussein. Among the dead was a former 
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director of the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU), Paula Kantor, who happened 
to be visiting Kabul at the start of a new research project. The police believe the attack was 

pre-planned since the gunman/men did not need to force their entrance with explosives or by 
killing guards, but appear to have been Inside the hotel beforehand. 
Dr Paula Kantor, was a dedicated and meticulous researcher who spent five years working in 
Afghanistan, first as senior researcher and then director of AREU (2005-2010). She had been 
In Kabul for a few days, staying at the Park Palace, excited to be starting a new project looking at women and wheat· 
growing in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Ethiopia for the lntemational Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre, based In 

Islamabad. Four months ago, she had been appointed as its senior scientist working on gender and development. 
Previously, Paula had worked at the World Fish Centre, the International Centre for Research on Women and at the 
Universities of East Angila and Wisconsin-Madison. With a BA in Economics from the University of Pennsylvania, an MA 
In Gender and Development from the University of Sussex and a PhD in city and regional planning from the University 
of North carollna, she brought a formidable skill-set to her work in Afghanistan. Read ..-e n a rt1c1 .. by K•le 
C ark, Af hanMan Analysts Net ~ork AAtl). 

• Doctoral dissertation on the use of Unique Biometric IOS in India 

Elida Kristine Undrum Jacobsen defends 
her doctoral dissertation In Peace and 
Development Research entitled "Unique 
Biometric IDs: Governmentallty and 
Appropriation In a Dig/ta/ I ndia" at the 

School of Global Studies, Unlve1 slty of 
Gothenburg, on Monday 25 May 2015, at 
13.15. Venue: sal 302, 
Annedalsseminariet, Campus Linne, 

Scmlnarlegatan 1A, Goteborg. 
Biometric ID schemes recognize and 
analyse Individuals on the basis of 
distinctive, measurable characteristics • 

most commonly physiological characteristics (I.e. fingerprints). 
Elida Jacobsen's doctoral dissertation Investigates the ambitious 

Biometrk ID project, which seeks to register the entire Indian 
population Into a central biometric database. The logic of the 
scheme is that blometrk !Ds will provide effective and fraud-free 
governance. At the same time, It Is built on a private-public 

partnership, relying heavily on India's advances in software 
solutions. Whereas slmllar national blometrk Identification 
schemes have been vetoed In Europe, for example In the UK, such 
projects are rapidly gaining salience In Asia and Africa. The Indian 
Aadhaar scheme will be a forerunner In bringing biometric IDs into 
financial Inclusion and development schemes in the global 

UNIQUE 
BIOMETRICIDs: 
~ lndepproptlatlon In I dlgltal incffl 

EMoK.U. -

·south", and If It succeeds many countries will follow. National Biometric IDS bring about new potentials for change In 

governance structures, and also creative rorms or appropriating governance. Yet, they are not unproblematic. 
Jacobsen's dissertation Investigates the rationales behind the scheme and what such ID enable In the governing of 
Individuals and large populations. She concludes that such large scale ID systems allow for deeper surveillance of 
Individuals, the creation of Individual profiling for both commercial and security purposes, and potentlally also changes 
relationships between Individuals and governing authorities. Full information about the thesis. 
Elida Jacobsen Is also connected to the Peace and Research Institute of Oslo (PRIO), Norway. 

• Indian Science and Research Fellowship Programme in Bangladesh 

The Bangladesh Academy of 
Sciences has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Department of Science 
and Technology (DST), Ministry of 
Science and Technology, 

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences ,,..... = 
<iT~~~t..()~ 

Government of lndla to coordinate a Science and Research Fellowship (lSRF) Programme offered by the Government 

of India In Bangladesh. The Indian Science and Research Fellowship (ISRF) Programme In Bangladesh alms to 
promote excellence In science and technology In the region. Applications for the ISRF Programme has been evaluated 
on the basis of Intellectual merit, creativity and Innovation, feasibility of approach, applicant's scientific credential, 
complementarity and scientific deliverables/expected outcomes keeping In view the national needs towards human 

capacity building In areas of science and technology. The applications were screened by a Peer- review COmmlttee. The 
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences shortllsted 20 applications to Centre for International Cooperation in Science (OCS) 
in Chennal, India. DST finally approved 10 awardees. The selected researchers indude Dr. Mohammad Nurul Islam, 
Department of Botany, University of Dhaka; Ms.Haslna Khatun, Scientific Officer at the Plant Breeding Division, 
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute In Gazlpur; Mr.Tanvir Ahmed Biman, Senior Scientifk Officer at the National 
Institute of Nudear Medicine and Allied Sciences In Dhaka; and Dr. Mohammed Amir Hossain Bhulyan, Associate 
Professor at the Department of Environmental Sciences, Jahangimagar University In Savar. Full information about the 

new lndo Bangladeshi resParch programme. 

• More information about South Asia related research at Sw edish and Nordic u niversities 
See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu.se/research-communlty-news 

1:ouca11om1 New,. 

• Romila Thap11r critical against proposed standardisation of university syllabus in I ndia 

The Indian Ministry of Human Resource 

Development recently announced that It was 
Introducing changes In the structure and 
functioning of central universities, numbering 
around 40. The suggested changes were made 

public In a proposed Universities Act. Renowned 
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historian Romila Thapar Is very critical or these 
changes. In an article In The Hindu entitled •Fom 
Universities to Coaching Shops•, she explalsns 
why. "The proposed standardisation or university 
syllabus will only drag down the quality or 
education to the lowest common denominator". 
A large number or academics from various Indian 
colleges and universities based in the National 
capital Region have, according to Thapar, 
examined the suggestions. They went through the 
proposed changes with a fine-tooth comb, since 
the proposed changes, 1f Implemented, would affect the academic quality of tertiary education at the college and 
university level. After frequent meetings over six months, they have jointly produced a document titled 'What Is to be 
Done About Indian Universities? Reflections from Concerned Teachers'. The document explains at length why they 
have found unacceptable, for academic reasons, much or what has been suggested. It is available on Facebook and 
has already brought In many worthwhile posts. It Is an extremely important statement from a large body or teachers, 
containing their responses to t he proposals, as had been requested. Hopefully, It will be discussed widely by the HRD 
Ministry, the Univel'Slty Grants Commission, and other organisations related to undergraduate and graduate teaching. 
Read the ru art le. 

• Ananta Centre offers summer fellowships to International students In Delhi 

The Ananta Centre, established in December 2013, Is an Independent not-for-profit 

I 
organisation based In Deihl, India. It seeks to foster positive change In society by way or 
facilitating discussions and engaging the CMI Society, Inclusive or Business, NGO's, 
Government and other stake holders on Issues or Importance to India's development and 
National security. Formerly part or the Aspen Institute India, the Centre provides a 
non-partisan platform for open dialogue and cross sector outreach for a comprehensive 

understanding or public policy through the means of leadership initiatives, conferences and strategic 
discussions. Continuing In Its endeavor to add value to society through participatory leadership, the organisation now 
announces the Ananta Centre - Avantha International Fellowship 2015 for International students to engage with 
I ndia. This unique fellowship will continue as an Innovation lab for knowledge sharing and capacity building for 
International students during summer 2015. 
The four selected fellows will be placed In Ananta Centre's New Delhi office over a period or two months In the 
timeframe or 15 June - 15 October, 2015 (dates are flexible to accommodate International university schedule) and 
exposed to India's policy landscape. The fundamental aim ls to foster prospective leaders and increase their 
responsiveness to national and international Issues fadng India. For more Information about the Fellowship 
opportunity, contact Ramit Grover, Director, at rarr1t.grover1Qanantacentre.ln. 
More information about Ananta Centre. 

• George Yeo new Chancellor for revived N11landa University 

r--==--, Mr George Yeo, former Minister of Foreign Affairs In the Slngap0re 
government, has been appointed to be t he next Chancellor or Nalanda 
Open University near Rajglr In the Indian state of Blhar. His tenure will 
begin mid-July, 2015, replacing Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen who was 
appointed the Chancellor In 2012. Sen will however remain a member or 
the university's Governing Board. 
The original ancient Nalanda University existed from the 6th century AO 
till It was destroyed in 1193 AD, attracting students from across the 

~-~--~ world. An Idea to revive Nalanda University came with a proposal 
by then President of India A. P. ).Abdul Kalam In 2006, and In 2007, the 

Government or India constituted a Nalanda Mentor Group (NMG) under the Chairmanship 

o~o 
oTo 

Nalanda 
U N IVERSITY 

of Professor Amartya Sen to examine the framework or International regional co-operation under the aegis or the East 
Asia Summit (EAS), In order to tum the university Into an International centre or education. China contributed one 
million dollars, Singapore five million dollars, Thailand or one lakh dollars and Australia one mill ion Australian dollars 
for the construction work. It was formally Inaugurated In its modern 'avatar' In September 2014 (more lnforn>atton). 
Vice Chancellor Gopa Sabharwal now expresses her happiness for the selection or George Yeo as new Chancellor: •1 
have worked very closely with him on many Issues over the last few years. His appointment will give the university 
much needed continuity at this stage of the project. We are sure that under his leadership, it will continue to fulfil the 
vision of the EAS participating countries that resulted In the establishment or Nalanda University.• Read more. 

• High time to apply for Heidelberg MA programme in Modern South Asian Language.s 

From the coming winter semester, the South Asia Institute 
(SAi) at Heidelberg University, Germany, Introduces a new 

Master's Programme In Communication, Literature and Media in SA I 
Modern South Asian Languages. As one of the top South Asia 
centres worldwide, SAi has always emphasised modern South 
Asian languages and offers an exceptional variety of language 
programmes. The new MA programme Is run by the 

UNIVERSITAl 
HEIDELBERG 
/t.t"'llr~ .. f 
rr 1--·· ~ 

Department of Modern South Asian Languages and Literatures, presently headed by Prof. Hans Harder, and offers 
extensive language courses with its full tracks In Bengali, Hindi, Tamil, and Urdu. In addition to established textual 
studies, the MA furthermore addresses film and new media In Its aspiration to reach out to contemporary 
developments and communicational dynamics. 
Language training and classes on textual and media studies form the core of the programme, as well as a rather 
method-oriented module on "discourse, communication and literature•. The students may also select additional 
classes from the wide range or topics offered by the altogether seven South Asia-related departments of the 
Institute. The languages of Instruction are English and German. For English speakers, the necessary German skills can 
be acquired during the programme. 
For queries, please contact Programme Coordinator Jllrgen SchaOechner or Administrator Lars Stowesand. Deadline 
for applications from International students Is 15 June 2015. More information 1n the attached flyer. 
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• Other educational news connected to South Asian studies all over the World 

See SASNET's page, http:f/www.sasnet.lu.se/educatJon news 

s~m na aoo Conferences n Scand1 av a 

• Interesting Morgenstierne lectures et University of Oslo 

The South Asia section at the Department of Culture Studies and Oriental Languages 
( !KOS), University of Oslo, arranged a new series of Morgenstlerne lectures 21- 28 May 
2015. The seminar series owes Its name to Georg Morgenstierne, who was a renowned 
Professor of lndo·Jranian languages from 1937 till 1963 at the University of Oslo. (Before 
that he was actually Professor of Comparative Indo·European Linguistics at University of 
Gothenburg 1930-1937). Venue for all seminars: P.A.Munchs hus, room 11, Bllndern, 
Oslo. 

The first seminar was held on Thursday 21 May, 10.15-12.00, with Jyotirmaya Tripathy -{!;~';Jl:~a~~= and 
from the Indian Institute of Technology Madras In Chennai, India. He held a public guest 
lecture entitled •culture Making and Development Discourse in Contemporary India", In which he proposes an idea of 
culture where multiple versions of development compete for space and legitimacy. HC\u info mal1on. 
The second and third seminars were connected, on Wednesday 27 May and Thursday 28 May, both days 14.15-16.00, 
when Dr. Cornelia Mallebrein, University of TOblngen, Germany, talked about the Lanjla Sora Adivasi tribe from Indian 
state Odlsha, and their recent conversion to Christianity. More i11fonnat1on. 

• Uppsela workshop on linguistic Fieldwork in South Asia 

An International workshop on Linguistic Fieldwork in South Asia was held at Uppsala University on 1-2 June 2015. The 
aim of this workshop was to create a forum to discuss issues related to llngulstlc fieldwork In South Asia and language 
description, which highlight the challenges as well as contributions of fieldwork to descriptive linguistics. This indudes 
st rategies selected to illustrate complex descriptive problems, convey socio-culturally anchored concepts, and 
emplrtcally test theories. The workshop was organized by Dr. Anju Saxena, Department of Ungulstlcs and Philology. 
Invited speakers Included Professor Anvlta Abbl, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Deihl, India; Professor Shobhana 
Chelllah, University of North Texas, USA; Professor Sabine Stoll, University of ZUrlch, Switzerland; and Or. Bettina 
Zeisler, Tiiblngen University, Germany. Sec th~ full prog1amme. 

• Stockholm conference on mlgrat.ion and urban development 

The Royal Institute of Art (KKH) In Stockholm held a conference on migration and urban development ~"~ 

on 2 June 201s. The conference, entitled "Sweden Is Becoming• invited speakers from different Helds, .&.l-~1 
who research, practise, voice or actively take part In the nexus of migration and urban i~ l~I 
transformation. The conference addressed some of the conditions of migration and space, with a i9; $} 
particular focus on Swedish society. The conference was based on the year-long research-based study , .,, <t 
programme •Resources.14/ A State of Migration: Sweden", conducted as part of the post-master ~~~ 
course In architecture and urban planning at KKH. More 1nformab0n. 

• CROP workshop on Poverty, Water and Development in the South 

IC<@?I§:· 
'-·----------'-(CROP), 

based at University of Bergen, Norway, organises 
a workshop on •Poverty, Water and Development 
In the South• on 3 - 5 June 2015 In Foz do 
lgu~u, Brazil. It is co-organised 
by the Unlversidade Federal da lntegra~o Latino· 
Americana (UNILA, Brazil), and the Nile Basin 
Research Programme (NBRP). Over the last 
decades, multilateral institutions, development 
agencies and states have promoted and 
strengthened a conventional view of the 
relatlonshlp(s) between poverty, water and development. The Hght against poverty Is usually undertaken by the mere 
provision of water to the poor In order to meet their nutritional, cleaning and sanitation needs. Such a restricted 
approach has proved to be inadequate In preventing the production and reproduction of poverty through 
generations. Water allocation practices are becoming Increasingly inequitable, Inefficient and unsustainable. As water 
Is perceived as a scarce natural asset, "More Value per Drop• has become the new credo for the commodificatlon of a 
natural common good. As a result. water governance Institutions are tacitly discriminating against poor households 
and communities that rely on values that go beyond market rules. 
This workshop will focu.s on, but not be limited to, questions such as: 
- How are water and development Issues linked to anti-poverty polldes and strategies? What are the conceptions of 
poverty underpinning pro-poor water policies? Are public investments promoting water justice? 
- What are the processes and mechanisms that make water play a key role In the development of poor communities? 
How do water appropriation, management and use contribute to explaining and/or unvelllng asymmetric power 
distribution, Inequities and poverty? 
- How are water-related conflicts and rights addressed at an institutional level, locally and/or nationally? 
- Are energy-related infrastructure Investments being designed and Implemented without taking Into account their 
Impact on water resources and the needs-vulnerable sectors? Are current water policies actually promoting equitable 
and sustainable development? 
- What Is the achievement and relevance of local water policies with respect to the Millennium Development Goals 
and their successors (SDGs)? 
~ull 111format1on ;itiout the wo1k<hop. 

2015-06-08 11 :04 



Newsletter 176-3 June 20151 SASNET- Swedish South Asian ... http://www.sasnet .I u .se/sasnet-newslctter/newslctter-176-3-j une ... 

9 av 13 

• Oslo seminar on Indian Diplomacy beyond Europe'• order 

In connection with the publishing of his new book 'The 
Making of Indian Diplomacy•, Dr. Deep K Datta-Ray from 
the Jindal School of International Affairs In India will give a 
policy oriented talk in Oslo on why India seeks to challenge 
and undermlnde Western global orders. The seminar, 
entitled • The Indian challenge: Diplomacy beyond Europe's 

II Norwegian Institute 
of International 
Affai rs 

orde,., Is organised by the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) and Is held on 
Tuesday 9 June 2015 at 10.00. Venue: NUPI, C.J. Hambros plass 2 D, Oslo. 
Deep K Datta·Ray Is an Assistant Professor at JSIA. He holds a BA In Chinese History from SOAS, 
an MA In War Studies from King's College, London and a DPhll In International Relations from the 

University of Sussex. Prior to joining JSIA, Deep worked for nearly a decade as a business consultant with several 
International nrms and in New York, London, Singapore and Mumbai. He also wrote extensively for newspapers, 
appearing most frequently In the South China Morning Post and the Times of India. The seminar will be posted on 
Youtube. Mort informaton tncl. link to vod 

• PhD dissertation workshop on Inequity and Urbanism in the Global South 

The Centre of Global South Asian Studies, and the I ~ 1 
~\ ' . - • • \ I 

PhD School at Dept. of Cross Cultural and ~ _ t 
Regional Studies, both Institutions at University of 
Copenhagen, are organising Its 4th annual 
collaborative workshop for doctoral students at .._ ____________________ ;;.... __ _, 

New York University, USA, 12- 13 June 2015. This time Amsterdam University has joined the NYU·Copenhagen 
Initiative as well. The theme for this multl-dlsciplinary Dissertation Worlcshop will be •inequity and Urbanism In the 

Global South". 
The aim Is to bring together PhD students from various theoretical and empirical perspectives, Including but not 
limited to fields of history, sociology, anthropology, politlcal science, polltlcal economy and development studies. They 
should have completed substantial dissertation research on any aspect of urbanized Inequity In the world of 
globalization. Applicants should send a letter desaibing their research and reasons ror Joining the workshop along 
with a CV and a short writing sample (drawn from their dissertation), combined In one PDF email attachment, to 
David Ludden (New York University), Ravlnder Kauo· (University of Copenhagen), and Barak Kallr (University of 
Amsterdam). Deadline for applications was 1 March 2015. Full inform •tion. 

• Asian food culture in focus for 2015 Asian Dynamics Initiative conference 

I •Q• I The Asian 
V ' · Dynamics 

...._-'--- -------'· Initiative 
(ADI} at University of COpenhagen 
announces Its 7th annual International 
ADI conference to be held 24·26 June 
2015. The theme for the 2015 ADI 
conference will be "Food, Feeding and 
Eating In and Out of Asia". It will take 
place over three days and reature 
distinguished keynote speakers as well as 
Interdisciplinary panels. connrmed 
keynote speakers Include Professor Paul 
Freedman, Yale University; Professor 
Michael Herzfeld, Harvard University; 
and British writer, science journalist and 
former physicist Madhusree Mukerjee. 
Food, feeding and eating activities are as old as life itself, but recently there has been a heightened interest In such 
Issues within policy-making, International relations, and academic scholarship ranging from the blo-medical, 
philosophical, historical, and political to the social, cultural, economic, and religious. Food Is both global and local: 
while foods, cuisines, recipes, people, and culinary cosmopolitanisms have been In global circuits of nows and 
circulations through various periods of history, the smells, sights, sounds, textures, and tastes of local foodscapes 
may evoke memories of 'home' and Imaginations of travel alike. Moreover, with Increasing numbers of people 
concentrated In large cities and urban agglomerations, the challenges of feeding people are becoming ever more 
complex. Against the backdrop of globalisation of Asia and Asian foods, this conference focuses on the wide-ranging 
aspects of production, consumption, distribution, disposal, and circulation of foods In and out of Asia. Manpreet K. 
Janeja and Ravlnder Kaur from the Dept. of Cross-Cultural and Reglonal Studies at University of Copenhagen are part 
or the organising committee. More information. 

• Information about South Asia related lectures and seminar• 

See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu.se/lectures '"-scand1nav1a 

Conferences and workshops outside Scand1nav a 

• SOAS South Asia Institute graduate workshop on South Asia Cityscapes 

SOA 
its Second I 
SOAS South Asia 
Institute 
arranges 

...._ ______ ___ __, Annual Graduate 

Workshop with the theme "South Asia Cltysaipes: 
Social, economic and cultural transformatiOns• on 
B June 2015, 09.00-18.00. This one-day 
workshop intends to bring together research 
students working on South Asian cit ies and 
aspects or urban life in South Asia to address a 

2015-06-08 11 :04 



Newsletter 176- 3 June 2015 I SASNEf - Swedish South Asian ... http://www.sasnet.lu.se/sasnct-ncwslettcr/newslettcr-176-3-june ... 

10 av 13 

broad range of questions about how everyday 

engagements, material conditions, new and 
evolving Imaginaries, cllltural production, and the 

social space of cities are being negotiated within 
urban and urbanizing South Asia. Venue: Meet 
116, Russell Square Main Building, SOAS, 
University of London. A Call for Papers has been published, deadline for submissions is 27 February. 
Urbanising processes are taking place across the South Asian region, the home of more than a filth of humanity. 
South Asian cityscapes are consequently playing a signi ficant role In shaping social, economic and cultural formations. 
Arjun Appadural's notion of ' five scapes' (or nows) conceptualises the rapid processes by which Ideas, Information, 
people, finances, and technologies are constantly shifting, evolving and emerging within the global context. South 

Asia's 'global cltles', such as Mumbai, Karachi, and Dhaka, as Sassen has highlighted, are showing new modes of 
operation no longer tightly bound to national and regulatory systems. However, as Hansen points out, cities In South 
Asia have simultaneously not produced the lndlvlduallsed modernities expected of Industrial cit ies but rather urban 
spaces in which ethnicity, religion, and other aspects of 'traditional' life are shaping contemporary urban sociality and 
the uses of public space. 

PhD students working In the humanities and social sciences whose work Is at a sufficiently advanced stage for them to 
share it with their peers, andpostdocs who were awarded their doctorate no more than one year before the date of 
the workshop, are Invited to send titles and 250·word abstracts. Contributions may be either a draft thesis chapter or 
a paper written specially for the workshop. Selected contributors will be Invited to come to SOAS to present their work 
In an engaging and supportive forum. A contribution towards costs of travel and accommodation will be provided for 

students selected to present papers who are registered at British and European universities and who are travelling 
from outside London. Students from further afield are also welcome to submit abstracts but we cannot undertake to 
cover their costs. PhD students wishing to attend only and not to present to the workshop are also welcome to 
register. Moi c Information 

• Peshawar conference on the Federa lly Administered Triba l Areas 

The Cell for FATA Studies (CFS) at University of Peshawar In Pakistan announces 
the first national conference on ·socio-Economic and Political Currents In FATA: A 
Way Forward·, to be held 10-11 June 2015. Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) is well known as the region that has consistently grown terrorism, 

extremism and political Instability at a fast pace over the last decade and a half 
while being home to the largest concentration of Pakistan's poor. Interrogating 
the extent of and reasons for endemic poverty, coexisting with sustained economic 
growth, and disturbances in social engineering with the arrival of foreigners as 
terrorists and extremists Is the basle raison d'~tre for the proposed two-day 
conference. Evafuatlng 'what has worked', 'what has not' and, therefore, 'how 

precisely do we go forward' will form the core scientific content of the proposed 
conference. 

Being part of a unique university with a mandate of Inculcating regional 
consciousness among the cit izens of the region (lndla, Afghanistan and Pakistan), 

CELL FOR 
FATA STUDIES 

the Cell for FATA Studies considers it an obligation to contribute to the understanding of the challenges and 
opportunities for lnduslve development In the FATA, especially In Its social, economic and polltlcal dimensions. 
Through this conference, we hope to provide a platform for sharing both broad visions of the FATA's collective future, 

as well as results of detailed research focusing on specific themes relevant for the region. Papers presented at the 
conference will be published In a book form bearing an ISBN number. Deadline for submitting abstracts Is 12 May 

2015. More Information. 

• Peshawar conference on Dynamics of Change in the Pakistan-Afghanistan Region 

The Department of Political Science at University 
of Peshawar, Pakistan, and the Hanns Seidel 
Foundation (HSF), Islamabad, organise a Fourth 

Annual Intematlonal Conference on 12- 14 June 
2015, The theme for the conference is "Tile 
Dynamics of Change In the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
Region: Politics on Borderland" . Venue: Bara Gali 
Summer campus, University of Peshawar, 
Deadline for submitting abstracts is 30 March 

2015. 
Over the past couple of oenturies the Pakistan­
Afghanistan borderland has gained Increased level of international attention. Much of this attention, In both policy and 
scholarship, was drawn to the borderland's gee-strategic significance and how It proved to be a defining part of the 
so-called Great Wars. This led to a unique albeit at times narrow understanding of the borderland often resulting In 

either diminutive or exaggerated narratives. Thus In the fast three conferences, which we organized, we noticed how 
the dominant narratives, discourses, and theories of the Pakistan-Afghanistan borderland are quite wanting in 
crltically addressing the challenge of making the borderland legible. Given the hitherto marginality of the local voices 
and traditions, the conference will put light on what are the ways and sources of knowledge that can help to make 
their lives more legible, meaningful, and Inclusive? What makes Pakistan-Afghanistan borderland a borderland? In 
what ways do the recent scholarship on borderlands contribute to probfematlzlng as well as understanding the various 

dynamics of Pakistan-Afghanistan borderland? What are the political and economic challenges to the state building In 
both Pakistan and Afghanistan, especially In the backdrop or recent developments in the region? Mo1e Information. 

• London conference on Violence, Colonlallsm and Empire in Contemporary World 

A conference entitled •Violence, Colon/a/Ism and Empire In the Modern and Contemporar y 
World" will be held at British Academy In London from 29 June to 1 July 2015. The 
conference Is sponsored by the Centre ro1 thP 111story of Violence (CHOV) at the 
University of Newcastle, Australia. This conference will bring together scholars from 
across the world to explore Innovative ways or critically engaging with the question of 

violence, repression and atrocity in Imperial and colonial empires, its representations and 
memories, from the late eighteenth through to the twentieth century. Invited guest 
speakers are Partha Chatterjee, Columbia University; and Elizabeth Kofsky, VIiianova 
University. The conference organizers encourage scholars to interpret the conference 
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themes broadly in crafting their proposals and are not limited to European c.olonlal empires made up of settler 
societies, but also empires of occupation •. More information. 

• Athens conference on Asian History and Asian Studies 

The Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER), a world association of academics and researchers, 
organizes an International Forum on Asian History and Asian Studies, 29 June - 2 July 2015, as part of its 13th 
Annual International Conference on "History & Archaeology: From Ancient to Modem•. The aim of the conference is to 
bring together scholars and students of all areas of Asian History and Asian Studies and other related disciplines. More 
Information. 

• Second MUSA Graduate Conference to be held in London 

The Muslim South Asia Research Forum 
(MUSA), based at SOAS, University of London, 
Invites to its Sec.ond Graduate Conferen~ to be 
held in London on 9-10 October 2015. The 
event will be co-organised in collaboration with 
the Royal Asiatic Society. The c.onferen~ aims 

* ROYAL 
ASIATIC 

~2~~Jl~IS 
ASDIP.ElASD 

MUSA 
MUSLIM SCJu 1 ri ASIA 

ESEARCH FORUI 

to connect early career scholars and academics researching Muslim societies In 
South Asia and their dlasporlc communities, across disciplines and time periods. 
Our goal is to provide a platform for scholarly exchange and to showcase new and 
Innovative thinking in this field. PhO students and early career researchers from 
any discipline are invited to apply. Panels on different themes relevant to the 
study of South Asian Muslim societies will be put together based on your 
submissions. Abstracts shold be submitted by Monday 15 June 2015. More 1ntor .. uon. 

• New Zeeland conference on Asian Intersections 

The 21st New Zealand Asian Studies Society (NZASIA) International 
Conference will be he.Id in Christchurch 29 November - 1 December 
2015. It Is being hosted by the University of Canterbury in 
Chr1stchurch. The theme for the conference will be •Asian 
Intersections: Identities and Unkages• , focusing on the fact that Asia 
has long been a crossroads, where clvlllzatlons, large and small, and 
their arts, and cultures, have Intersected, interacted and evolved. 
This has led to complex patterns of social, artistic, political and economic Interactions, which have shaped and 
reshaped Identities over the years, In some places peacefully and syncretically, In some places resulting In long lasting 
conflict or disorder. Panel and paper proposals on any topic related to Asia, broadly denned are invited, from all 
disciplines. Abstracts should be submitted before 31 August 2015. More informat,on. 

• Other conferences connected to South Asian studies all over the Wor'ld 
See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.tu.se/conferences/conferences 

• Information about South Asia related business and politics in Sweden 
See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu.se/news-sources/swed1sh-politics-and buslness-rclated-south-asia 

South Asia related cu ture 1n Scandinavia 

• Rani Nair and Astad Deboo perform at Choreography Assembly in Lund 

Ran/ Nair and Astad Deboo. 

The first Lund International 
Choreography Assembly is 
held 1- 12 June 2015. The 
theme for this first edition of 
what Is supposed to become a 
yearly event In Lund, will be 
•contemporary Indian Dance 
within Europe and India•, 
featuring world famous Indian 
dance maestro Astad Oeboo 
from Mumbai, and young 

promising Swedish dancer Ranl Nair born In Lund. The Intention Is 

LUND INTERNATIONAL 
CHOREOGRAPHY ASSEMBLY #1 

- Dance pracllce and AA:ade11ia -....................... ..,. ........... ~ ... ......,_., ., .... " ... ,,,,,~~-
4· 12 June 2015 

to let dan~ practice and academia meet, and highlight hybrid dance languages. An Issue that will be raised is - why 
do some artists need to talk about identity politics? Why do questions about race and Identity still matter? Besides the 
dan~rs, scholars have been invited, among them Priya Srinivasan, Professor of Performance Studies with a PhO from 
Northwestem University in USA. She Is the author of the book ·sweating Saris - Indian Dan~ as Transnational 
Labour". Her research uses critical feminist performance ethnography to explore the Inter-relations between labor, 
migration, and dance through theory and practice. 
The public Is Invited to take part In a few events during the Assembly. On Thursday 4 June, 12.00 - 15.00, the artist 
Sandra Chatterjee and Priya Srinivasan will lecture and discuss the issue of Why Identity still matters•, at Sk§nes 
Oansteater, 6stra Varvsgatan 13 A, MalmO. On Wednesday 10 June, at 19.00, artistic presentations will be given by 
Astad Oeboo and Rani Nair at Stenkrossen, Kastanjegatan 13, Lund. Both events are free of charge. 
Finally, on Friday 12 June, at 19.00, Astad and Ranl will present their new artistic c.ollaboratlon, entitled Future 
Memory. Rani was Introduced to Astad Oeboo by the Indian ambassador In Stockholm. They have established a 
collaboration with the Intention of creating a new solo for Astad. This Is their first artistic meeting together and their 
first meeting with an audience. Venue: Plattform fOr ny dans, Oansstationen/Palladlum, SOdergatan 15, MalmO. Seats 
can be reserved from raninai1 .se.igma1l .com. More information. 

• Yoga festival and lectures in KungstrlldgArden part of 2015 Sambandh festival 
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The 2015 Indian festival 
In Stockholm got Its 

dimax on Saturday 23 • 
May. A gigantic yoga mat 

was organised In the 
centrally located 

Kungstrlidg§rden. The 
Initiative came from 
Indian ambassador to 
Sweden Banashrl Bose 

Harrison who wanted to 
carry forward prime 

minister Narendra Modl's 
plans to popularise the 
ancient Indian form 
globally. 23 May was 
entitled the Namaste 
India day. 
All Indians living In Sweden were Invited to join in either as volunteers through any of the different Indian associations 

that set up tents In Kungstr8dg5rden, or as visitors who helped mark this day as the day when India came to 
Stockholm In full force. 
In addition to yoga food from the different regions or India like Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra, Punjab, 

Gujarat, Andhra(Telangana, UP/Nawabl, and Mughlal was served. Indian restaurateurs and commercial food caterers 
were welcome and offered professlonal tents at a subsidi%ed rate. 
In addition, travel and tourism operators were allowed to set up stalls and sell their India destination packages. They 
offered professional tents at a subsidized rate. As for arts, crafts, dance & culture, some of the local dance 
associations were given the possibility to come and perform during the day. The Swedish national dance academy and 
circus school will also come to perform. 

Flnally, popular lectures on lndla were given by journalists and researchers such as Per J Anderssom, Olavl Hemmll3, 
and David StAhl. See the ~em1na programme. 
More Information on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lndianEmbassyStockholm 

• Information about South Asia related culture in Sweden/ Scandinavia 
See SASNET's page, http www.sa~net lu.se/cultu•al·e"ents 

New and updated items on SASNET webs te 

• Swedish departments where research on South Asia is going on 

Constantly added to the list of research environments at Swedish universities, presented by SASNET. The full llst now 

Includes more than 300 departments, with detailed descriptions of the South Asia related research and education 
taking place! See the full list of departments here: http://www.sasnet.lu .se/institutlons/reserch·envlronments 

• Useful travelling Information 

Look at our Travel AtJvlce page. Updated travel advises from the The British Foreign & Commonwealth Ofnce about 
safety aspects on travelling to the countries of South Asia. 

Best regards 

I 1,,,j 

Acting Director 
SASNET/Swedish South Asian Studies Network 

SASNET Is a national network for research, education, and information about South Asia and Is based 
at Lund University. Its aim Is to promote a dynamic networking process in which Swedish researchers 
cooperate with their counterparts In South Asia and around the globe. 

The SASNET network Is open to all branches of the natural and social sciences. Priority Is given to 
lnterdlsdpllnary cooperation across faculties, and more partlcularty to Institutions In the Nordic 

countries and South Asia. SASNET believes that South Asian studies will be most fruitfully pursued as 
a cooperative endeavour among researchers In different Institutions who have a solid base In their 
mother disciplines. 
The network Is nnanced by Lund University. 

Postal address: SASNET - Swedish South Asian Studies Network, Box 114, SE·221 00 Lund, 
Sweden 
Visiting address: Paradisgatan 5 G (first noor, room no. 201), in the premises of the Department or 

Sociology, Lund University. 
Phone: + 46 46 222 73 40 
E·meil: sasnet '<~sasnet.lu.se 
Web si te: http://www.sasnet.lu.se 

Subscribe to the newsletter by sending an email to sasnet@sasnet.lu.se! 
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Swedish South Asian Studies Network 

• Reorganization of SASNET staff 

Important changes have occurred regarding the staff situation at SASNET. Anna Lindberg has unfortunately been on sick leave 
for two months, but will rejoin office as director on Friday 12 June 2015. During her absence, Lars Eklund has been the acting 
SASNET director, and in order to handle all the work with the major SASNET conference in May, he has been assisted by 
Andeas Johansson, Lubna Hawwa and Jacco Visser, besides former deputy director Olle FrOdin (whose employment at 
SASNET terminated on 31 May). Andreas Johansson has been recruited on a 50 % basis to handle seminars and research 
coordination, tasks that Linda Hiltmann used to work with till she quit SASNET in March 2015.Lubna Hawwa and Jacco Visser 
are now having a summer break but will again be engaged with SASNET during the fall semester 2015 on a part-time basis as 
Assistant Communications Officers to work with news production and student activities respectively, in close collaboration with 
Anna and Lars. Finally Andreas Mattsson from the Dept. of Media and Communications, Lund University, will join SASNET from 
August 2015 on a 50 % basis, to work with the SASNET South Asia Media Project, and also prepare for a move of SASNET's 
web site from its present location in Denmark, due to our technical collaboration with the Nordic Institute for Asian Studies 
(NIAS), to Lund University. More information on SASNET' staff and board. ~t~ y_ <Jasnet lu se1sasne t;fon-and-1 1ernb~rs­
s,1snets-board-~ riuo 20l3-2015 

• Mashiur Rahman lectures on Democratization: Utopia for Bangladesh 

Professor Mashiur Rahman from the Department of Sociology at Dhaka University, Bangladesh, will hold a guest lecture at Lund 
University on Thursday 11 June 2015, 13.15-14.30. Prof. Rahman who defended his PhD at the Dept. of Sociology, Lund 
University in 2011, is currently back at this department on a two-months postdoc fellowship funded by SASNET. At the seminar, 
entitled "Risk-minimized Welfare Society through Democratization: Utopia for Bangladesh?", he will present results from his 
current research hoping to receive useful feedback from the audience. Venue: Conference room 1, Dept.of Sociology, 
Paradisgatan 5 G, Lund. 

• High time to apply for Heidelberg MA programme in Modern South Asian Languages 

From the coming winter semester, the South Asia Institute (SAi) at Heidelberg University, Germany, introduces a new Master's 
Programme in Communication, Literature and Media in Modern South Asian Languages. As one of the top South Asia centres 
worldwide, SAi has always emphasised modern South Asian languages and offers an exceptional variety of language 
programmes. The new MA programme is run by the Department of Modern South Asian Languages and Literatures, presently 
headed by Prof. Hans Harder, and offers extensive language courses with its full tracks in Bengali, Hindi, Tamil, and Urdu. In 
addition to established textual studies, the MA furthermore addresses film and new media in its aspiration to reach out to 
contemporary developments and communicational dynamics.Language training and classes on textual and media studies form 
the core of the programme, as well as a rather method-oriented module on "discourse, communication and literature". The 
students may also select additional classes from the wide range of topics offered by the altogether seven South Asia-related 
departments of the Institute. The languages of instruction are English and German. For English speakers, the necessary 
German skills can be acquired during the programme.For queries, please contact Programme Coordinator Jurgen Schaflechner 
or Administrator Lars Stowesand. Deadline for applications from international students is 15 June 2015. More information. 
http://wwwsa.snet.lu.se/c;ontentlh1gh-t1me-aQgly-he1delberg-ma-r,irograrnme-modern-south-asian-langua9.fili 

• Oslo seminar on Indian Diplomacy beyond Europe's order 

In connection with the publishing of his new book "The Making of Indian Diplomacy", Dr. Deep K Datta-Ray from the Jindal 
School of International Affairs in India will give a policy oriented talk in Oslo on why India seeks to challenge and underminde 
Western global orders. The seminar, entitled "The Indian challenge: Diplomacy beyond Europe's order", is organised by the 
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) and is held on Tuesday 9 June 2015 at 10.00. Venue: NUPI, C.J. Hambros 
plass 2 D, Oslo.Deep K Datta-Ray is an Assistant Professor at JSIA. He holds a BA in Chinese History from SOAS, an MA in 
War Studies from King's College, London and a DPhil in International Relations from the University of Sussex. Prior to joining 
JSIA, Deep worked for nearly a decade as a business consultant with several international f irms and in New York, London, 
Singapore and Mumbai. He also wrote extensively for newspapers, appearing most frequently in the South China Morning Post 
and the Times of India. The seminar will be posted on Youtube. More informaton incl. link to video. 
tillP 1www.sasnet lu :;e/contenVoslo-sem1nar-ind1an-d1glomacy-beY.ond-euroQes-orde1 

• Sri Lanka Training Programme on Terrestrial/Aquatic Wildlife 

An International Training Programme on Terrestrial/Aquatic Wildlife & Primate Conservation is organised by the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies, University of Sri Jayewardenepura in Nugegoda, Sri Lanka, 2-23 August 2015. The purpose is to provide the 
............. ..a. . .... : ........ --:- --
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understanding of the biodiversity and to experience the diverse habitats using field excursions. and to provide the participants 
hands - on etperience of practicing ecological sampling technique methods in the field . Deadline for early bird registration has 
passed but it is still possible to register. The programme is mainly focused for foreign participants. More information. 
I !llD ww'I. sasn~tlu S!;i/l:nntent 'sn-lanKa-t aininq·P-J:Qgrrur.tr 1 ~ 1 --:.lllitl;lguatic-wildhfe 

• Protest against planned extradition of Brokiga Bengalen shop keeper 

In 2011 , Dr. Christina Nygren from the Department of Musicology and Performance Studies, Stockholm University, established a 
shop in Stockholm, Brokiga Bengalen Butik at Sodermannagatan 50. The shop focusing on Bengali goods, and is also a place 
for cultural events such as concerts and lectures. It has been successfully managed from the start by Mr. Sirajul Islam. However, 
the Swedish Migration Board recently decided that Mr. Islam should be deported immediately from Sweden back to his native 
country Bangladesh. The reason stated is that his connection to Sweden is not strong enough, and he has not contributed to the 
development of Swedish society. An appeal has now been sent to protest against this decision, refuting the arguments 
presented by the Migration board. Anyone who likes to get more information, or directly support the appeal and thereby also 
save the Brokiga Bengalen Bulik from closing down, may contact Christina Nygren via e-mail ( ,~ 1 1~ 1 v 1 ~ S.§"). 

h\!p Nr.v s s 1et lu 1ru1.ll.erJ.!11 rotes1agarnst-r,la1neu 1 1 ' 1 1rol 1qsJ,·ht:ngal.:;n-st 9p,!<P 'P 
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