










































Newsletter 166 - 9 September 2014 I SAS NET - Swedish South ... http://www.sasnet .I u .se/sasnet-newsl etter/newsl etter-166 

"" ..... - · ,.,.., 

· Hamburg lndological Graduate Research Symposium 

The Sixth International Indological Graduate Research Symposium (IIGRS 6) wil l be held 

at the University of Hamburg, Germany, on 6 - 7 October 2014. M.A. students, PhD 
candidates and early stage researchers who have completed their PhDs within the past 

five years are invited to send to send their abstracts no later than 29 June 2014. All 
papers dealing with any indological research centered around the study of texts in their 
original language will be considered by the selection committee. More information. 

• Interdisciplinary comparative seminar on Balkans and South Asia at Ohio State 
University 

D 
THE OHIO STATE 

UNIVERSITY 

Ohio State University's 
Sawyer Seminar 
Conference 2014 will 
focus on the theme 
"Imagining Alternative 

...._ _______ _.Modernities: 

Interventions from the Balkans and South Asia". 
The conference will be held at Ohio State 
University Campus in Columbus 9-11 October 

2014. The conference completes and 
complements a series of interdiscipl inary 
activities in 2013-14, supported by the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation through the John E. Sawyer 

Seminars on the Comparative Study of Cultures 
grant program. On the surface, the Balkans and 
South Asia might seem to have little in common. 

However, despite many specific differences, they 
share similar dilemmas of linguistic, religious, 
cultural, and ethno-national complexity, similar 
turbulent political developments associated with 

imperial, post-colonial, and Cold War legacies, and a similar diversity of responses to 
these historical and contemporary challenges. Both areas have seen a mixing of people 

through migratory settlement, conquest, contact, and trade. But both have also 
experienced periods of reaction to cultural hybridity: a radical unmixing of people 
through partition and population exchange. The impact of these upheavals is seen in the 
direct violence of war and devastation, but also through crises on the levels of language, 
religion, and other modes of culture and human creative activity. 

Proposals for paper presentations from any disciplinary or interdisciplinary perspective 
within the humanities and social sciences addressing one or more of the following 
themes in the Balkans or in South Asia, or comparatively between the two regions: 1. 

Violence, Gender, and Human Rights, 2. Nation, Religion, Language, and Secularism, 3. 
Minorities, State, Language, and Citizenship and 4. Postcolonial and Postsocialist 
Perspectives on Neoliberalism. More information . 

• 2nd International Workshop on Micronutrient and Child Health in Delhi 

The 2nd International Workshop on Micronutrient and Child 
Health (MCHWS-2014) will be held 3 - 7 November 2014 at 

the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New 
Delhi, India. It is being organized to update the participants 
about the recent advances in the field of Micronutrients and 
Child Health, and feature presentations and discussions on 

Magnitude of the Iron, Iodine, Vitamin A and Zinc 
deficiencies; their Health Consequences, Methodology of their 
Assessments, Strategies for Prevention & Control; 
Micronutrients Supplementation to improve child morbidity & 
mortality and related issues. The lst International Congress 
on Micronutrient and Child Health (MCH-2009) was organized 

in November 2009, in which more than 1000 delegates participated. 
A large pool of scientific evidence is being generated globally on issues rela ted to Role of 
Micronutrients in reduction of morbidity and mortality and Promoting Child Health. There 

are many important issues like Interaction between Micronutrients Supplementations 
when given simultaneously; Prevention of IDD amongst Pregnant Mothers; Iron 
Supplementation in Malaria Endemic Area; Micronutrient Supplementation for Prevention 
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of Diarrhea and Respiratory Infections; Micronutrient Fortification of Foods-Rationale, 
Application and Impact; Micronutrient Fortification of Complementary Foods; Iron 

Supplementation in .. Early Childhood: Health Benefits and Risks; Effect of Iron 
Supplementation on Mental and Motor Development in Children; Vitamin A 

Supplementation and child survival etc. 
Al l Research Abstracts presented will be published in Indian Journal of Community 

Health. More information about the MCHWS-2014. 

• Singapore conference on Islamic Cosmopolitanism In Asia 

' NUS 

A conference on "Wild Spaces and Islamic Cosmopolitanism in Asia" 
will be held in Singapore 14 - 15 January 2015. It is jointly organised 
by the Asia Research Institute at National University of Singapore 
(NSU), and the International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim 

Understanding at University of South Australia. It focuses on the issue 
of whether state and non-state efforts to distribute Muslims in t ime 

Na1lona1umvemty and space allowed for the containment of religious populations, or 
of Singapore 

.___ ____ ___. contributed to new manifestations of diversity and mobility? Did the 

contests between containment and connection generate new social, political, and ethical 
frameworks that might be construed through the explanatory framework of "Islamic 
cosmopolitanism"? The objectives of this conference are to articulate flexib le definitions 

of Islamic cosmopolitanism across Asia, examine historically and ethnographically the 
dialectic between Muslim and non-Muslim diversity on the one hand, and map the 
re-constitution of Muslim beliefs, practices, and networks at the blurry boundaries of 

spatial and regulatory enclosure as a technique of power. Abstract should be submitted 
by 24 September 2014. More information . 

• Ahmedabad Conference on Creativity and Innovation at Grassroots 

The third International Conference on Creativity and Innovation 

at Grassroots (ICCIG) will be held in Ahmedabad, India, 19-22 
January 2015. It is being organised by the Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM), Ahmedabad. The first ICCIG was held in 

January 1997 leading to establishment of Grassroots Innovation 
Augmentation Network (GIAN) and later National Innovation 

Foundation (NIF). The second ICCIG was held in China and 

reknfclfqt\!:l}Jn~Q51\Sl8 
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India in December 2012 to connect creative pursuits around the ~"°>.HMEDAE.AD 

world. The third ICCIG aims at pooling insights from research, 
policy and practices in education, technology, institutions, culture, conservation and 
governance. The policy makers and corporate leaders wil l find conference as a unique 
platform for engaging with open innovation community promoting dialogue and 

partnership between formal and informal sector of science, technology, services and 
society. Abstracts should be submitted by 30 September 2014. More information. 

• ICAS 9 to be held in Adelaide, Australia 

The ninth International Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS 9) 

will be held in Adelaide, Australia, 5-9 July 2015. It wi ll be 
hosted by an internationally networked team of experts, 
spearheaded by Adelaide's three leading public universities: 

University of Adelaide, Flinders University, and the University of 
South Australia. 1,500 to 2,500 Asia specialists are expected to 
attend. ICAS 9 boasts two new formats aimed at promoting 
publications/dissertations by convention participants: the Book 
Presentation Carousel and the PhD Pitch. The submission 

deadline for proposals of individual Abstracts, Panels, 
Roundtables, and Book and Dissertation presentations is 10 

September 2014. 
The ICAS Book Prize (IBP) was established by the International Convention of Asia 
Scholars in 2004. It aims to create an international focus for publications on Asia whi le 
increasing their worldwide visibility. The biennial ICAS Book Prize is awarded for 

outstanding English-language works in the field of Asian Studies. The five awards are: 
Best study in the Humanities; Best study in the Social Sciences; Best dissertation in the 
Humanities; Best dissertation in the Social Sciences and the Colleagues' Choice Award. 
In addition to the Awards, the Reading Committee can award Accolades to publications 
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with particular merit. 

ICAS is the premi~ international gathering in the field of Asian Studies. It attracts 
participants from over 60 countries to engage in global dialogues on Asia that transcend 

boundaries between academic disciplines and geographic areas. More information on 
ICAS 9 . 

• Other conferences connected to South Asian studies all over the World 
See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu.se/conferences/conferences 

• Information about South Asia related business and politics in Sweden 
See SASNET's page, http:/ /www.sasnet.lu.se/news-sources/swedish-politics
and-business-related-south-asia 

South Asia re ated culture in Scandinavia 

• Fourth Incredible India Cultural festival In Uppsala 

The "Incredible India" cultural festival is held in Uppsala 
for the fourth year during the fall 2014. This year the 
festival is spread out over a longer period. It is as usual 
organised by Kulturum in collaboration with the Forum for 
South Asian Studies at Uppsala University (FSAS), and 

with support from the Embassy of India. The festival 
invites you to filmshows, classical concerts, theater, 
exhibitions, lectures, Indian market, food etc. 

Uppsala Stadsteater shows a comedy entitled "Colour 
Correction", which is a unique Swedish-Indian cooperation 
in the form comedy examining the situation of women in India today, on 5- 6 
September. 

On Saturday 20 September, a concert will be given by Shantala Subramanyam Group, 
playing her bamboo flute accompanied by Akkarai Sornalatha on violin . 

One week later, on 27 September, a concert will be given by Sri Somnath Roy 
Group. Full information about the 2014 Incredible India festival in Uppsala. 

•Two September 2014 programmes with International Tagore Choir In Lund 

For the second year in a row, 

the International Tagore Choir 
(Indiska Koren i Lund) will perform in 
the beautiful Allhelgonakyrkan on 
2014 Lund Culture Night, to be held 
on Saturday 20 September. The 
choir, led by Bubu Munshi Eklund, 

has a repertoire consisting of songs 
by Nobel Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore (Rabindrasangheet), sung by 
Swedes in Bengali language. Indian 

classical dancer Keya, Head of Kala 
Bhavan dance school in Lund, will be 
a guest artist. The programme starts 
at 18.30. Venue: Allhelgonakyrkan, 
Bredgatan 34, Lund. More 

information . 
One week earlier, on Saturday 13 September 2014, the Tagore Choir will participate in a 

grand street music festival in Lund entitled "H~ll musiken ig~ng", involving 13 Lund 
based choirs and orchestras performing at various places in the city centre. The Tagore 
Choir will perform at Domkyrkoplan, outside the Lund Cathedral, between 11.00 and 
11.45; and at Lilla Fiskaregatan from 13.10 till 13.40. More information. 

• Vlde variety of artists at Stockholm Sangeet Conference 2014 

Stockholm Sangeet Conference 2014 will be held on 

Thursday 28 September, and include Indian artists 
like Sri Somnath Roy Ghatam Group; Tabla 
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player Abhijit Banerjee; Sarod player Sudeshna 
Bhattacharya; and,.Sarangi player Sabri Khan. This is 
Sweden's largest festival for Indian classical music and 
dance, being held every year since 2007. The 
organizers of Stockholm Sangeet Conference wish to 
make a permanent platform for indian classical music in 
Sweden like to present a number of the finest 
International and Swedish-based artists within today's 
classical Indian music and dance scene. 
The festival also features Sweden based artists, such as 
Tabla player Suranjana Ghosh, and dancers Ulrika 
Larsen and Edith Humble (Odissi), and Pauline Reibel 
and Anna Bolmstrom (Bharatanatyam), to be 
accompanied by musicians Stian Grimstad and KG Westman on Sitar, Kalle Lotta 
Mossige Norheim on Harmonium, and Hugo Widen on Tablas. SSC also presents a 
marionette dance performance from Rajasthan for children and families by Shafiq Khan 
at Stallet, Stallgatan 7, Stockholm on the night before, 27th August. 
Stockholm Sangeet Conference (SSC) is presented in co-operation with Farhang 
Forening, Stallet Folk & Varldsmusik and Musikaliska with support from Stockholms Stad 
and Indian Embassy. Venue: Sodra Teatern, Mosebacke Torg, Stockholm. More 
information . 

• Combined Indian art and poetry exhibition in Malmo 

An exhibition combining Indian 
poetry and art is run at Galerie Holm 
in Malmo 30 August - 14 September 
2014. Oriyan-Swedish poet and 
medical doctor Rabinarayan Dash, 
residing in Lund, has written striking 
poems about the Goddess Kali, to 
which Kolkata artist and scribe 
Amitava Bhattacharya, schooled at 
Kala Bhavan, Viswa Bharati 
University, Shantinlketan, has made 
beautifu l paintings. The exhibition is 
entitled "Kalima - den svarta 
modern", and was inaugurated on 
Saturday 30 August at 14.00 with a 

presentation by Felicia Selmer. 
Rabinarayan Dash was present and read a few of his poems 
(photo), but the artist Amitava Bhattacharya was unable to come 
over from Kolkata. Bubu Munshi Eklund sang a few spiritual Tagore 
songs. Lars Eklund from SASNET was among the audience. 

_...__.:....a Opening hours henceforth are Wednesday-Friday: 13- 17, and 
Saturday-Sunday 13-16. Address: Grgbrodersgatan 5, Malmo. More information. 

• Indian Dallt art exhibition Inaugurated In Upplands Vasby 

An art exhibition entitled "Voice for the 
Voiceless" is held at Vasby konsthall, outside 
Stockholm, 30 August - 21 September 
2014. Works by three eminent artists with a 
Indian Dalit background - Savi Sawarkar 
(one of his paintings shown to the right), 
Preetam Casimir and P.K. Mahanandia (the 
latter living In Sweden since many years) 
wi ll be on display, along with works by 
another Indian artist, Swetapadma, showing 
"Tribal Art", traditional paiting often made 
by Dallts. 

The exhibition 
also includes 
paintings by Finnish-Swedish artist Sarianna Kranz, 
focusing on Dalit women in her art. On top of this, Danish 
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photographer Jacob Carlsen also participates with a series 
of photos depicting the life situation of Dalits in India, 
especially the vulnerabiity they are still encountering in 
society. 
The exhibition gives expression to these problems, but 
also the growing pride within the Dalit community 
(previously cal led untouchables) for their own distinct 
culture and its manifestations in literature and art. 

-~------'The exhibition was inaugurated on Saturday 30 August 
2014, 11-17. Dr. Eva-Maria Hardtmann from the Dept. of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm Unversity, held an inaugural speech, and then followed a dance performance 
by Sanaya Singh (photo to the left). Venue: Vasby Konsthall, Optimusvagen 
12, Upplands Vasby. The exibitlon is co-organised by the Dallt Solidarity Network 
Sweden. More information. 

•Information about South Asia related culture in Sweden/ Scandinavia 
See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu.se/cultural-events 

New and updated items on SASNET web site 

• Comprehensive account of modern Indian history 

"A History of Modem India", by Ishita Banerjee-Dube, published 
by Cambridge University Press 2014. The book provides an 
interpretive and comprehensive account of the history of India 
between the eighteenth and twentieth centuries, a crucial epoch 
characterized by colonialism, nationalism and the emergence of 
the independent Indian Union. It explores significant 
historiographical debates concerning the period while 
highlighting important new issues, especially those of gender, 
ecology, caste, and labour. 
The work combines an analysis of colonial and independent 
India in order to underscore ideologies, policies, and processes 

A Ill"°" of 

Modern India 

that shaped the colonial state and continue to mould the Indian nation.While It does not 
forego chronology, it does away with the conventional demarcation of political processes 
and socio-cultural histories in order to portray the multi-faceted nature of social worlds. 
This book, masterfully, provokes readers to reflect and interrogate, and strive for newer 
ways of understanding history. Strikingly employed visual tools- historical maps, old 
photographs, posters and imaginative time-lines complement the core narratives. This 
book wi ll appeal to the scholars, students of history as well as the general readers alike. 
Read more ... 

• Swedish departments where research on South Asia is going on 

Constantly added to the list of research environments at Swedish universities, presented 
by SASNET. The full list now includes more than 300 departments, with detailed 
descriptions of the South Asia related research and education taking place! See the full 
list of departments here: http://www.sasnet.lu.se/institut1ons/reserch-environments 

• Useful travelling information 

Look at our Travel Advice page. Updated travel advises from the The British Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office about safety aspects on travelling to the countries of South Asia. 

Best regards 

Deputy Director In charge of Communication 
SASNET /Swedish South Asian Studies Network 

SASNET is a national network for research, education, and information 
about South Asia and is based at Lund University. Its aim is to promote a 
dynamic networking process in which Swedish researchers cooperate with 




