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Ideologies, Histories, Everyday Lives" on 13-14 December 

. 2013. The proposed workshop is an effort to bring together a range 
of scholars to explore the interface of childrens work and schooling 
from the nineteenth century onwards. Quite unlike earlier local, and 

less publicized attempts to end chi ldren's labour through schooling in I ndia, the Right to 
Education Act (2009) is being viewed as a historic opportunity to finally realize this 
crucial milestone. Current discussions on this Right are dominated by concerns relating 
to school access and quality. Though important, these discussions leave litt le room to 

explore the complex intersections between child labor and schooling in colonial and 
postcolonial India: intersections that draw attention to issues not necessarily exhausted 
by ensuring school access for laboring children. The workshop also welcomes 
intellectually creative, non-disciplinary reflections on the issue of Dalit and other 
marginalised communities experience of schooling and work. More information. 

• International SociologicaVAnthropological Conference to be held in Kathmandu 

The Sociological Anthropological Society of Nepal (SASON) 
organises an Internat ional Conference on 14- 16 December 
2013 in Kathmandu, Nepal. Scholars from around the world are 

welcomed and papers not just on Nepal but on the thematic 
focuses of the conference are encouraged. The thematic 
focuses of the conference are: 
"Current dynamics in a transforming Nepal related to 

development, diversity, and power structures". Under this 
theme of development, papers are requested on, for example, development practice and 
the dilemmas of foreign aid; cultural adaptation and mit igation of climate change; 

migratory labor and the economies of the periphery; governance and development 
including the successes of user groups and resource governance; poverty and 
livelihoods; social services and social security. 
Under the theme of "Diversity and identity movements", papers are requested on, for 

example, global forces and demands for identity recognition; gender and cultural 
difference; human rights, cultural rights, and rel igious rights in diverse states. 
Under the theme of "Historical and contemporary papers are requested 

on, for example, feudal moorings of Nepali politics; national integration and demands for 
recognition by ethnic minorities; religion and social t ransformation; social inclusion; 
violence and symbolic violence. More information . 

• Mysore conference on Translation, Comparatism and the Global South 

The XVI International Conference of Forum 
on Contemporary Theory, "Translation, 

Comparatism and the Global South", is 
being jointly organised by the Forum on 
Contemporary Theory in Baroda, and the 
Department of Studies in English, 
University of Mysore on 15 - 18 December 
2013 at Hotel Regaalis in Mysore, India. 

The aim of the conference is to bring 
together scholars from a variety of 
intellectual and discipl inary backgrounds to reflect on the uses and abuses of translat ion 
and comparative methods in the context of the history, cultures and politics of the 
Global South. In the context of the pasts, presents and futures of the Global South, the 

conference invites approaches to t ranslation from the point of view of theory (as the 
subject of metadiscursive rumination), of trope (as a rich metaphor for a variety of 
processes and experiences of transformation), and of pract ice (as the painstaking 

transference of a text from one language to another or, more generally, from one 
semiotic system to another). The conference envisages presentat ions and panels 
approaching comparatism historically as wel l as theoretically. Translation and 
comparatism are intimately linked topics . An act of translation is an act of compa rison; 
and comparat ism all too depends on t ranslation. The conference endeavors to 
direct sustained attention to translation, comparatism and crosscultural dialogue through 

social analyses, historical accounts, readings of texts, presentation of f ieldwork, 
philosophical inquiries, and other such disciplinary and t ransdisciplinary sharing of 
work. More information. 
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• Karachi seminar on Slndh Through the Centuries 

Sindh MadressatulJslam University (SMIU) in Karachi, 
Pakistan is organizing the Second International Seminar on 
"Sindh Through the Centuries" 16-18 December 2013. The 
seminar will focus on history, culture, language, archeology, 
anthropology, cuisine, arts and crafts of the province of 

Sindh, which has the distinction of being the seat of the SfndhMadr.ss.tullsi.mUnivtrslty 
ancient Indus Valley Civilization. The seminar is convened by 
eminent historian Dr Hamida Khuhro. 
Here it may be noted that the first International Seminar on "Sindh through the 
Centuries" was held at Karachi in March 1975 wherein scholars from all over the world 
had shared their research on various aspects of Sindh. Sindh Madressatul Islam is one of 
the oldest modern Muslim educational institutions in South Asia. 
More information about the seminar. 

• Kolkata conference on Vivekananda, Grundtv lg, Rolland, Gramscl and Freire 

The International Forum 
for Studies in Society 
and Religion (IFSSR) 
holds its Fourth 
International Conference 
in Kolkata, India, 20- 22 

. . - .... . . . . ... . 
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December 2013. The theme for the 2013 conference will be "Swami Vivekananda in the 
International Perspectives: NFS Grundtvig, Romain Rolland, Antonio Gramsci & Paulo 
Freire - Efforts towards Making a Global Society". While paying homage to Swami 
Vivekananda during this ongoing 150th birth anniverarsary year, the organisers like to 
contextualize his thoughts with the thinking of four world renowned figures who 
dedicated their lives for similar ideals: N.F.S. Grundtvlg of Denmark (1783-1872), a 
great champion of democracy and universal education, Romain Rolland of France 
(1866-1944), a relentless fighter for peace, Antonio Gramsci of Italy (1891-1937), an 
exponent of critical education and Paulo Freire of Brazil (1921-1997), the celebrated 
ideologue of pedagogy of the oppressed. The conference Is convened by Prof. Asoke 
Bhattacharya and Prof. Piyali Palit at Jadavpur University. More information. 

• Dhaka conference on Globalization and Trade Challenges for South Asia 

The Department of Economics and Social Sciences at BRAC 
University is hosting an international conference on "Globalization 
and Trade: Prospects and Challenges for South Asia" to be held 
20- 21 December 2013 at BRAC University Dhaka. 
The aim of the conference is to bring academics, researchers, and 
policy makers to brainstorm issues in globalization and trade in the 

'-------~context of South Asia and produce peer-reviewed research outputs. 
The conference invite research papers that are broadly related to 

the following themes: - Trade liberalization in South Asia; - WTO & Regional Trade 
Agreements; - Agriculture, trade & environment; - Global Financial Crisis; - Trade & 
Food Security; - Trade In Services & IPRs; - Globalization & Labor Market Dynamics; -
Investment; - Remittance; - Gender gap & Poverty alleviation; and - Transit. 

• Bhopal Seminar on Contemporary Issues In Population and Development 

Shyam Institute in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, 
'SHYAM' 

India, is organising the "XII Bhopal Seminar 2014: Institute 
Contemporary Issues in Population 
and Development" 22- 24 January 2014. 

=-.~ 
Presentations, discussions and deliberations of the seminar will be organised around the 
following sub-themes: Population structure; Fertility and family planning; Mortality and 
health; Marriage and family; Mortality and health; Migration and 
urbanisation; Population and environment; Population and economy. 
Original research papers are invited for presentation at the Bhopal Seminar 2014 on any 
of the sub-themes and on any other Issue related to population and development. 
Research papers and comparative studies focusing on Madhya Pradesh are 
welcome. The seminar is directed towards discussion on population and development 
issues in India through a comparative, inter-state and inter-district, perspective. It also 

'-
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aims to increase the understanding of population and development issues in India 
through evidence-based analytical research. Discussions at the seminar are also 
expected to contribute to an objective assessment of the Impact of population 
and development policies of the country. More information. 

• AJEI Young Researchers's Workshop on Labour, Mobility and Mobilization 

The Association Jeunes Etudes Indiennes (AJEI) in 
collaboration with Centre for Informal Sector and 
Labour Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru Universit y, New 
Delhi Is hosting the AJEI's 16th Young Researchers' 
Workshop entitled "Labour, Mobility and 
Mobilization" in New Delhi from 11 - 14 February, 
2014. 
The Association Jeunes Etudes Indlennes (AJEI) 
gathers students from different disciplinary fields of 
social sciences, from MA to post-doctorate level, who are undertaking fieldwork in South 
Asia. The AJEI organizes every year a seminar in France and a one-week workshop in 
India for young and senior researchers to present and discuss their work. 
The 2014 Workshop of the AJEI on Labour, mobility and mobilization aims at giving an 
encompassing view of the most recent research works being conducted on labour in 
India, in order to understand both conceptual evolutions and the most recent and 
pregnant issues related to labour in contemporary India. By focusing on the issues of 
political and social mobilizations and mobility, the objective of the workshop is to place 
the workers and their daily challenges at the centre of the discussion. 
The AJEI is now accepting papers on the following themes and topics : 1) International 
Labour Migrations from and to India, 2) Seasonal and circular Migrations of Labour 3) 
Workers' Mobilizat ions, Trade Unions and Labour regulations, 4) Employment t rends in 
contemporary India and Ethnographies of Labour. More information about the workshop. 

• Jharkhand conference on Interdisciplinary Research in Social Sciences in Eastern 
India 

A national Conference on 
"Interdisciplinary Researches in Social 

~,,,,_F-~~ Sciences in Eastern India with special 
reference to Jharkhand will be organized 
by the Sociological Research Units within 

the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata 27-28 Februry 2014. It will be held at the 
ISI Campus at Giridih in Jharkhand. The main objective of the conference is to 
encourage inter-disciplinary discourse and collaborations between scholars involved In 
the study of resources, development and change in Eastern India with special emphasis 

\_ on Jharkhand. Sub themes include, but are not limited to (a) conservation of resources, 
(b) effects of ethics and practices, in particular socio-cultural, economic and ecological 
ones on development, (c) conflict and post-conflict recovery, and (d) post natural 
disaster reconstruction. Paper abstracts are to be submitted along with the registration 
form by the 30th November 2013. More information and registration forms. 

21av27 

• Kolkata conference on Dispossession, Livelihoods, and Contestation In India's 
Capitalist Transition 

The Institute of Development 
Studies Kolkata (IDSK) hosts 
a conference entitled "The 
Return of the Land Question: 
Dispossession, Uvelihoods, 
and Contestation in India's 
capitalist Transition" on 4-6 
March 2014. It is 
co-organised by the Australia 
India Institute and the Faculty 
of Arts at University of 
Melbourne, Australia; and the Indian Institute of Management Calcutta (IIMC). This 
interdisciplinary conference seeks to understand the process of dispossession and its 
ramifications for the political economy of capital accumulation in the Indian economy. It 
therefore seeks to address, inter alia, the following sets of issues: what is the nature of 
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agrarian accumulat ion that has resulted In the unwillingness of peasants to sell land? 
What are the empl,.pyment and livelihood challenges faced by the dispossessed? What 
has been the nature of contestation that this process of widespread dispossession has 
elicited? What is the nature of state-capital relationship(s) that underpin this process 
and has this been constrained by contestation from below within the context of a 
democratic polit y? Who are the stakeholders in this transition process? Has the process 
of contestation and parliamentary democracy materially altered this process of 
dispossession? 
Scholars from India and abroad are invited to submit proposals, which cover some facet 
of the land question in India. For India-based participants selected for the conference 
the organisers will provide roundtrip economy class airfare and lodging and boarding for 
the duration of the conference. To international invitees they will provide 
accommodation and meals but encourage international scholars to seek travel funding of 
their own as we expect to be able to provide only partial travel support. Last date for 
abstract submission is Sth December 2013. Full information. 

• Third Association for Nepal and Hlmalayan Studies conference at Yale 

The Association for Nepal and Himalayan 
Studies (ANHS) holds its 3rd annual 
conference at Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut, USA, 14 - 16 March 2014. The 

~, ANH S 
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conference is hosted by the Ya le Himalaya Initiative and convened by Dr Mark Turin. As 
a central theme, the 3rd Himalayan Studies Conference will address the idea of 
Communities, broadly conceived. This includes issues relating to communities within and 
across the Himalaya; ongoing partnerships between scholars, governments and citizens 
in the region; as well as communities of practice that support Himalayan Studies as an 
emerging field of interdisciplinary scholarship and practice. 
Participation in the conference is restricted to members of the ANHS. The deadline for all 
panel proposals was 30 September 2013. Panels include: 
• Citizenship, Political Subjectivity, and the State 
• Conservation Policies, Social Ecologies, and Community Practices in Bhutan 
• Himalayan Ummah: Global and Local Muslim Community in the Himalayas 
• Representation of the Himalayas in Films and Media 
• Translating Medical Ideas across Hlmalayan Communities of Sowa Rigpa Medical 
Practitioners, Past and Present 
More information. 

• 28th BASAS Annual Conference to be held In London 

The British Association for South Asian Studies (BASAS) holds 
its 28th Annual Conference at the Royal Holloway, University 
of London, 2- 4 April 2014. This year's conference promises to 
be an engaging and friendly environment for rigorous 
academic debate with delegates attending from at least two 

b~ S(J S 
dozen different British universities; as well as from universities in Australia, Bangladesh, 
Germany, India, Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Russia, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, 
and the USA. Themed 'South Asia and its wider worlds', the conference aims to address 
the diverse ways in which trends and developments in South Asia interact with the wider 
context in which the region is located, whether in the past, present or even the future. 
Proposals for panels as well as independent papers that address the conference theme 
are invited. The deadline for the submission of panel abstracts is on the 30 November 
2013, paper abstracts 15 January 2014, and the conference registration deadline is on 
the 15 March 2014. You must be a BASAS member in order to register for the 
conference. More information. 

• Princeton University South Asia Workshop on Cultures - Past and Present 

Princeton University in the US is organising its Early Career 
....-~~~~~~~~--l 

South Asian Studies Workshop 2014 on 11-12 April 

2014. The chosen theme for the workshop is Cultures -
Past and Present. The concept of "culture" has emerged as 
the mainstay of scholarship in early modern and modern 
South Asian studies in the last few decades. From Louis 
Dumont's Homo Hierarchicus to Partha Chatterjee's "inner" 
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and "outer" domains of colonial society, debates over the merits of "culture" as a field of 
analysis have been central to these studies. More recently, some concepts of culture 
have enabled linguistic and religlous parochialism, but others have become a rallying 
point for the opposition of the hegemony of social structures. While some of these 
applications of the culture-concept have been discredited, many others are still being 
Intensely debated. In the context of the past scholarship and ongoing debates and 
controversies, this workshop alms to bring together participants from multiple disciplines 
and facilitate an intellectual exchange to review the career of "culture" in South Asian 
Studies, assess its importance today and engage in insightful prognostications of its 
future. Princeton is now accepting papers to be presented at the workshop. More 
information about the workshop and call for papers. 

· Thane Conference on the 900th Anniversary of Bhaskara 

To honour Bhaskaracarya, India's celebrated mathematician and 
astronomer, on the 900th anniversary of his birth, Vidya Prasarak 
Mandal (VPM) is organising an International Conference between the 19-21 
September 2014 at Thane, Maharashtra, India. VPM is an educational t rust, 
established to provide educational faci lities to the city of Thane. Starting 

~--~with a modest beginning in 1935, it has now grown Into an educational 
society which caters to the needs of about 15,000 students in the Thane 

campus, from kindergarten to post graduation in different disciplines of science and 
humanities, including law and polytechnic. Most of its institutions are affiliated to 
Mumbai University. 
Bhaskaracarya was born in 1114 In a family of scholars who cultivated Jyotisa as a 
family tradition for several generations. He mastered all the traditional branches of 
learning and made valuable contributions to mathematics and astronomy through his 
writings. Comprehensive treatment of the subject , careful organization of the material, 
lucid exposition and high poetic quality of his works made them near-canonical in the 
subsequent centuries. Bhaskaracarya works were studied throughout the country and 
several commentaries were composed on them. 
Themes discussed at the conference includes Bhaskaracarya's Life and Times, 
Inscriptional and other Evidence; The Li/avati, its importance and influence on 
subsequent writings; Bhaskaracarya's legacy and more. Full list of themes. 
Last date for submitting abstracts is on the 31 March 2014. More information. 

• Other conferences connected to South Asian studies a ll over the World 

See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu .Se/conferences/conferences 

Business and Politics 

• Carl Bildt met ASEM foreign ministers In Delhi 

Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs Carl Bildt visited India's capital New 
Delhi during the period 11-13 November 2013. He came to meet foreign 
ministers and other senior government representatives of over 50 Asian 
and European states, participating in the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), a 
forum for dialogue and cooperation between Europe and Asia. ASEM was 
founded in 1996 and, in addition to EU Member States and a long line of 
Asian states, also includes Australia, New Zealand, Norway, Russia and 
Switzerland. At the Asia-Europe Meeting, Mr Bildt spoke on topics such 
as the significance of the internet for promoting social and economic 

development, and the importance of freedom on the internet. More information about 
the meeting . 
During the visit to India, Mr Bildt also participated in events during the Nobel Memorial 
Week that the Swedish Embassy organises each year. This year, the centenary of 
Rabindranath Tagore's Nobel Prize In literature was commemorated (more information). 

• Information about South Asia related business and politics In Sweden 
See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu .se/news-sources/swedish-politics
and-business-related-south-asia 

South Asia related culture m Scandinavia 

• India Unlimited disseminates Indian culture throughout the year In Stockholm 
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INDIA 

On Wednesday 4 September 2013, the Indian Embassy in 
Stockholm launched India Unlimited, a series of events leading up 
to a full Indian Festival Week in May 2014. The I ndian Embassy 
of Sweden Is creating a platform with the objective of promoting 
better economic relations and connecting the peoples of India and 
Sweden. 
India Unlimited 
will: 
- Present the 
opportunities for 

.. bilateral economic 
collaboration 

through business seminars and 
exhibitions. 
- Connect to a broad Swedish public by 
showcasing Indian food, art, philosophy, 
culture and design capabilities through 
fi lm screenings, music and dance 
performances, literature evenings, fashion 
shows, art exhibitions and, specially, 
children & youth-friendly cultural 
programs. 
The programmes so far include a Fusion 
concert by a nine member t roupe from 
India led by legendary violinist Dr. L. 
Subramaniam (photo) at Berwaldhallen on 
31st October 2013; a Documentary Film 
Festival {India Docs) in early November; a tribute concert by Sanjay Guha at 
Stallet/Stockholm on 3 November; and screening of a few Indian films at Stockholm 
International Film Festival 6-17 November. More programmes will follow. More 
information about the India Unlimited . 
Ambassador Banashri Bose Harrisson discusses the role of India Unlimited in the 
Swedish English-language newspaper The Local, 12th November. Read the article 
entitled "Immodest Indians to heal Swedish Malady". 

• Rabindranath Tagore programme at Stockholm Public Library 

In connection with the 
commemoration of the l OOth 
anniversary of Indian/Bengali 
Nobel Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore receiving the Literature 
Prize in 1913, Stockholm Public 
Library organises a Tagore 
programme on Monday 2 ro Henric$on and Bubu Munshi Eklund 

December 2013, at 18.00. Per Olov Henricson wi ll lecture on 
Tagore's life and work, and Bubu Munshi-Eklund will sing his 

-..-..:11 _ __._ compositions in the original language Bengali. 
Venue: Stockholm Public Library - designed by Swedish architect Gunnar Asplund, being 
one of the most notable structures in the Swedish capital - on Sveavagen 73. More 
information about the event. 
Henricson lives in Stockholm and has pursued non-academic studies on Tagore, but has 
lived and worked in Bangladesh for some years, and translated a number of Tagore's 
poems into Swedish. During the programme, he deals with various aspects of his works 
and life, giving a personal account of reading the poetry in different English and Swedish 
translations. A special focus is put on the Nobel laureate's role to connect the cultures of 
the East and the West, travelling to a large number of countries all over the World. 
Bubu Munshi-Eklund is a professional singer, trained to sing Rabindranath Tagore's 
songs at Rabindra Bharati University and Rabitirtha Institute in her native city Kolkata in 
India. She was trained by Suchitra Mitra and Kanika Bandyopadhyay. Since 1983, she is 
living in Lund, Sweden, but still regularly performing at rabindrasangheet concerts 
accompanying herself on the Harmonium, and is also the leader of Lund India Choir. 

• Indian Fashion theme for book presented at Oslo book launch function 
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PhD Candidate Tereza Kuldova at the Department of Ethnography, 

U~iversity of Oslo, presented her new edited volume entitled "Fashion 
India - Spectacular Capitalism" at a book launch function in Oslo on 
Saturday 16th November 2013. Venue: Museum of History, Frederiks 
gate 2, Oslo. The book is a popular academic tour across contemporary 

India seen through fashion. It was published just two weks before Ms. 
Kuldova will defend her doctoral dissertation at Oslo University on the 
same topic. 

At the book launch function, a few lectures were held. Caroline Osella from School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, talked about "Muslim Style -
Modesty and Glamour'', and Tereza Kuldova herself spoke about "Indian Fashion and the 
Aesthetics of Power''. More information . 

• Swedish premiere of documentary on Gendercide in India and China 

. ' it s a 

Doc Lounge, the documentary film club in Lund, screened the 
documentary It's a Girl! by the American film maker Evan Grae 

Davis on tuesday 12 November 2013. The film deals with he fact 
that in India and China, where sons are valued and daughters are 
considered to be burdens, millions of babies are kil led, abandoned, 
or selectively aborted, simply because they are girls. The result of 
longstanding traditions and governmental policies, this devaluation 

of females has led to rampant violence against women and a 
growing female "gendercide". 
A powerful and thought-provoking documentary film, It's a Girl 

reveals this issue of "gendercide" by exploring the stories of the 
victims, families, global experts and grassroots activists. Shot on location in India and 

China, It's a Girl asks why this is happening and why so little is being done to save girls 
and women. 

The screening was followed by a panel discussion to help contextualise the subject. 
Participating in the panel are Siri Tellier, Helle Rydstrom, Marina Thorborg & Petra 
Flaum. Moderator: Roshni Kapoor. More information. 

· South Asian Review Invites submissions on Satyajit Ray 

Submissions are invited for a special issue of the South Asian Review to be 
published in the Spring 2015 on late Indien maestro f ilm director Satyajit 

Ray. Papers are welcomed from scholars considering Ray from any of a 
host of perspectives: Ray as filmmaker, visual artist, writer of fiction, 
musical composer (or from cross-disciplinary points of view). Scholarly 

articles of 15-25 pages, prepared in accordance with MLA style, along with 
abstracts of 100 words and a SO word biographical note, must be received by 30 May 
2014. More information. 

• Information about South Asia related culture in Sweden/ Scandinavia 
See SASNET's page, http://www.sasnet.lu.se/cultural-events 

New and updated items on SAS NET web site 

• New book on Dalits and Adivasis In India's Business Economy 

"Dafits and Adivasis in India's Business Economy 
- Three Essays and an Atlas" is a new book 
authored by Barbara Harriss-White, Emeritus 

Professor of Development Studies at Oxford 
University, and others. 
The book deals with the fact that India's founding 
fathers and neo-liberalisers alike expected 

economic development to dissolve 'archaic' forms 
of exchange, but the modern Indian economy 
remains embedded in caste relations. At the base 
of the caste hierarchy are formerly untouchable 

and tribal workers. But a growing minority of dalits and adivasis have been incorporated 
Into the Indian economy not as workers but as owners of firms. 

The Atlas shows the striking and consistent regional and sectoral differences in the way 
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dalits and adivasis have been incorporated into 14 occupational sectors of the business 
economy at both siate and district levels of resolution over the period 1990 - 2005. 
Explaining these differences and some adverse t rends during the era of globalisation is a 
task that the three essays accompanying the Atlas attempt to begin. 
Using contemporary field research, dalit narratives and statistical data they explore the 
dalit experience of disadvantageous entry into markets, the state and civil society; their 
adverse experience of business associations regulating markets; and the surprisingly 
distinctive patterns of regional disadvantage that dalit and adivasi businesses suffer. 
More information. 

• New book on contemporary development of lndo-Danlsh cultural heritage and 
tourism In Tranquebar 

Dr. Helle J"rgensen, Dept. of Culture and Society at 
Aarhus University, has authored the book Tranquebar 
-Whose History? published by Orient Black Swan. The 
book is based on the research done within 
the Tranquebar Initiative of the National Museum of 
Denmark. 
About the Book: Tranquebar, a small fishing town on 
the coast of Tamil Nadu, was a Danish trading colony 
from 1620 to 1845. In recent years, the drive to 
develop it into a heritage destination has generated 
large-scale conservation and restoration efforts aimed 
at preserving the monuments of the town's colonial 
past. 
Alongside the proliferation of surveys and development 
plans, manifold agents including local and state-level 
authorities, private entrepreneurs, researchers, NGOs, 
and tourists-Danish and Indian-congregate in the 

•.UlllO• -
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town. Yet the townscape also sets the scene for the everyday lives and concerns of the 
local inhabitants. Tranquebar-Whose History? explores the significances of cultural 
heritage in this small town, revealing the multiple attachments to, uses of, and 
negotiations around the townscape and its histories in daily life, tourism, research and 
heritage development. 
The discussion moves from the differing motivations attending local and transnational 
constructions of Tranquebar as a remote location, and the sometimes contradictory 
expectations from development; the conflicting attitudes to modernity and notions of 
aesthetics among various stakeholders; to shifting constructions of history in which 
Tranquebar emerges as a postcolony, caught between colonial nostalgia, collective 
memory and contemporary narrations of anti-conquest. More information. 

• Swedish departments where research on South Asia is going on 

Constantly added to the list of research environments at Swedish universities, presented 
by SASNET. The ful l list now includes around 300 departments, with detailed 
descriptions of the South Asia related research and education taking place! See the full 
list of departments here: http://www.sasnet.lu.se/institutions/reserch-environments 

• Useful travelling Information 

Look at our Travel Advice page. Updated travel advises from the The British Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office about safety aspects on travelling to the countries of South Asia. 

Best regards 

La,.. Eklund 

Research Communicator/Deputy Director 
SASNET /Swedish South Asian Studies Network 

SASNET Is a national network for research, education, and information 
about South Asia and is based at Lund University. Its aim is to promote a 
dynamic networking process in which Swedish researchers cooperate with 
their counterparts in South Asia and around the globe. 
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Doctoral dissertation on the textual history of Kavikumaravadana 
Leif Asplund from the Section for lndology at the Department of Oriental Languages, Stockholm University, will defend his 
doctoral dissertation entitled "The Textual History of Kavikumaravadana: The relations between the main texts, editions and 
translations" on Friday 29 November 2013, at 13.00. Faculty opponent is Dr. Roland Steiner from Philipps-Universitat, Marburg, 
Germany. Venue: Auditorium, Kraftriket 4 A, Stockholm University, Roslagsvagen 101 . Leif Asplund has worked on this project 
dealing with the Structure of Avadana stories (about Buddha's past lives) in Nepal, and Newari influences on the Sanskrit 
versions of these. He was admitted to the department already in 1985, and collected material - Nepalese manuscripts and 
Tibetan block prints - in 1986 but made a long break before coming back to complete his research project. Read more .... 
htt1 ""IWw.sasn ..I; 1tentldo 1t <11ssertatio.1 rt. d n1sto. i· lVI' ;1 •aL ·adHr. 

Doctoral dissertation on Fashion and Prestige in Urban North India 
Tereza Kuldova from the Department of Social Anthropology, University of Oslo, will defend her doctoral dissertation entitled 
"Designing Elites: Fashion and Prestige in Urban North India" on Friday 29 November 2013, at 12.15-15.00. Venue: Auditorium 
3, Eilert Sundts hus, Blindern, Oslo. First opponent is Dr. Jean-Claude Galey, Directeur d'etudes ved Ecole des hautes etudes en 
sciences sociales (EHESS), Paris, France; and second opponent is Dr. Henrike Donner. Senior Lecturer in Social and Cultural 
Anthropology, Department of Social Sciences. Oxford Brookes University, UK.The thesis, grounded in a yearlong fieldwork in 
New Delhi and Lucknow, investigates the intersection of the aesthetic, material and ideological production of the North Indian 
business elites and their prestige, often directly connected to accumulation of wealth and its theatrical display. Focusing on the 
emerging Indian fashion industry, the thesis zooms on the dominant opulent aesthetics of excessive royal chic and the material 
and immaterial production of this segment of the heritage luxury business. Read more ... I p . uww sasr t .. contenVd 
ili_ rl'\hon-fas1 10. j ;rest1ge-urbh, 11urth-md.a 

Swedish Embassy in Delhi seminar on Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights research 
projects 

The Swedish Embassy in New Delhi, India, organises a seminar for invited participants on "Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Rights. Good practices and results achieved" on Tuesday 3 December 2013. It is being devoted to reports from several lndo
Swedish research collaboration projects during the past five years, since the Indian and Swedish governments signed its 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in the field of Health Care and Public Health in February 2009. Venue: 
India Habitat Centre, Maple Hall, New Delhi. The character of development cooperation has however changed from traditional 
development cooperation towards partner driven cooperation, and a shift towards technical collaboration and exchange of 
knowledge and experiences. The invited Swedish researchers include Associate Professor Anette Agardh from Social Medicine 
and Global Health, Department of Clinical Sciences, Lund University; Professor Kyllike Christensson from the Division for 
Reproductive and Perinatal Health, Department of Woman and Child Health, Karolinska lnstitutet, Stockholm; Dr Marie Klingberg 
Allvin from the Department of Public Health Sciences, also Karolinska Institute!; and Associate Professor Birgitta Essen from 
International Maternal and Child Health (IMCH), Department of Women's and Children's Health, Uppsala University. Read more ... 
httri //www.sasnet.lu se/contenttswed1sh embassy-delhl ·sem1nar-sexual-aod-reproductjye ·health-rights-research-prorer.ts 

Uppsala Seminar on Fictionalization of Violence in Contemporary Hindi Literature 
Today, on 28 November 2013, at 16.15, Dr Ines Fornell from Gottingen University, Germany holds a guest lecture in Uppsala on 
"The Fictionalization of Violence in Contemporary Hindi Literature". The seminar is organised by the Department of Linguistics 
and Philology, Uppsala University in collaboration with the university's Forum for South Asia Studies. Venue: Engelska parken, 
42-0026, Thunbergsvl:\gen, Uppsala. Read more ... !illJ .www.sasnet h1 ~content/uppsa!a-seminar-flct1or)dlization-viole.nc 
<;onterr1oorarv-hmg1 ·liter, turP. 

Indian Ambassador lectures on India's National Security: Challenges & Policies 
The Indian Ambassador to Sweden and Latvia H.E Banashri Bose Harrison will make a presentation on India's National Security 
- Challenges & Policies at the Asia forum organised by the Institute for Security and Development Policy (!SOP) in Stockholm
Nacka on Tuesday 3 December 2013, 15.00-16.30. Venue: ISDP, vastra Finnbodavagen 2.This presentation will attempt to give 
an overview of the main challenges that India faces in the complex task of ensuring its national security and the domestic and 
foreign policies it has adopted for achieving this goal.In recent years, Indian policy makers have moved from a compartmentalized 
to a holistic view of national security. Read more.. . sas1 et L ~011en• ~J1;> _ 1r b ssado u s- 1dras-1 ,t 
~11.y-chal.,.ng <;~ 

Copenhagen seminar on Dalit Political Mobilization and Cultural Identity Politics 
Dr. Heinz Werner Wessler, Department of Linguistics and Philology (lndology) at Uppsala University, holds a public guest lecture 

on "Dalit Political Mobilization and Cultural Identity Politics" at University of Copenhagen on Wednesday 4 December 2013, 



• 

14.00-16.00. The lecture is organised by Asian Dynamics Initiative and Centre of Global South Asian Studies at the Department 
of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies (ToRS). Venue: Room 27.0.17, Faculty of Humanities, Njalsgade 12, Copenhagen.Even 
though the postcolonial Indian state has made considerable efforts to create a homogenized society, the great majority of Dalits 
and Adivasis - forming one fourth of India's total population - is still socially, ritually and economically marginalized. Postcolonial 
Dalit identity politics are related to a rediscovery of religious and cultural identities. Read more ... 
~ ~ ~ "oonh ,,_11-se ~ ~~' •n~ tl Qer ltyvvitt.·x 

SASNET film seminar on Chinese mining exploitation in Afghanistan 
On Wednesday 4 December 2013, 19-21 , US-based journalist and documentary filmmaker Brent E. Huffman participates in a 
seminar on Chinese mining companies involvement in the Mes Aynak project in Afghanistan, that threatens to destroy ancient 
Buddhist cultural artifacts located on top of the copper deposits, the largest untapped copper reserve in the world. Huffman's film 
"The Buddhas of Mes Aynak" will be shown at the seminar that is jointly organised by SASNET, UPF (Association of Foreign 
Affairs at Lund University) and the Swedish Committeee for Afghanistan in Lund. Venue: Cate Athen, Akademiska FOreningen 
(AF), Sandgatan 2, Lund. Brent E Huffman is working as Assistant Professor at the Medill School of Journalism, Media and 
Integrated Marketing Communications at Northwestern University in Illinois state, USA. After following China's international 
development in Africa for the last few years, he became interested in China's Mes Aynak project in 2011, and began documenting 
in volatile Taliban country the beginnings of the largest private investment in Afghanistan's history. Huffman later discovered that 
as a result of the Chinese copper mine, the entire region would be completed destroyed by open-pit mining. This cost-effective 
method would force local Afghans to relocate out of the area, as well as demolish their homes and the ancient Buddhist artifacts. 
The fate of Mes Aynak hangs in the balance as the Chinese company begins creating their destructive open-pit copper mine. 
Earlier the same day- 4th December 2013 - the Centre for Middle Eastern Studies at Lund University (CME) organises an 
academic seminar with Dr. Huffman. The seminar will be held 13.15-15.00, in the seminar room at CME, Finngatan 16, Lund. 
More information. L _. ""- _ et u !lesa\ 11 
More information about the film. " .phwww sasnet lu.se :sH::;n1.1t11.:h1ne::;e-mi11111g-pru1ect-11 !;latens-ouC1ah1st-cu1tura.-arofacti>· 
i:1ft Mnistuo 

Doctor behind new Inda-Swedish Rheumatology hospital invites to poetry book release 
party 

A Swedish-funded Rheumatology Hospital and Research Institute was inaugurated in Balasore, Odisha state, India, on Thursday 
31October2013. This institute will render super specialized treatments while undertaking advanced research works along with 
patient's education, mass information and communication services in the field of rheumatology. The centre would work as a non
profit entity, were old people from the neighbouring areas can avail the benefit of the centre. Behind the initiative stands a number 
of senior doctors and medical professionals in both Sweden and India, among them Dr Rabinarayan Dash and Professor Urban 
Rydholm. 
Rabinarayan Dash who lives in Lund is also a poet. On Saturday 7 December 2013, a book with his latest collection of poems will 
be released in MalmCi. It is written in Swedish, and the title is "Grisarnas kansla fCir solen". A release party will be held at 16.00 in 
the premies of Corona Forlag, Nobelvagen 135, Malmo. Read more ... ~ sasn1: u ;;,e ontent 'dor;to :'Shind-r 71'! .nd 
. ,.., .drsh-r . , ma ~ ooy- lOSpm v-1te;, , '9 itrv-book . elease narty 

Rabindranath Tagore programme at Stockholm Public Library 
In connection with the commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Indian/Bengali Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore receiving 
the Literature Prize in 1913, Stockholm Public Library organises a Tagore programme on Monday 2 December 2013, at 18.00. 
Per Olov Henricson will lecture on Tagore's life and work, and Bubu Munshi-Eklund will sing his compositions in the original 
language Bengali. Venue: Stockholm Public Library - designed by Swedish architect Gunnar Asplund, being one of the most 
notable structures in the Swedish capital - on Sveavagen 73. More information about the event.Henricson lives in Stockholm and 
has pursued non-academic studies on Tagore, but has lived and worked in Bangladesh for some years, and translated a number 
of Tagore's poems into Swedish. During the programme, he deals with various aspects of his works and life, giving a personal 
account of reading the poetry in different English and Swedish translations. A special focus is put on the Nobel laureate's role to 
connect the cultures of the East and the West, travelling to a large number of countries all over the World. Bubu Munshi-Eklund is 
a professional singer, trained to sing Rabindranath Tagore's songs at Rabindra Bharati University and Rabitirtha Institute in her 
native city Kolkata in India. She was trained by Suchitra Mitra and Kanika Bandyopadhyay. Since 1983, she is living in Lund, 
Sweden, but still regularly performing at rabindrasangheet concerts accompanying herself on the Harmonium, and is also the 
leader of Lund India Choir. Read more ... nttp·//www.sasnet.lu se/contentlrab1ndranath-taqme-programme-stockholm-publ!c
titllfil:i 
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SASNET moves back to Lund City Centre! 

5 deceinber ?013 15.32. 

After exactly 10 years, SASNET now moves its office back to centrally located premises in Lund. From 10th December 2013, 
SASNET will be accommodated at Paradisgatan 5, in the same G-building that houses the Department of Sociology, and very 
close to SASNET's first office at Gamla Kirurgen. The new address for SASNET and its staff, currently consisting of Anna 
Lindberg, Lars Eklund, Olle Fredin and Hawwa Lubna, will be Box 114, SE-221 oo Lund, Sweden. E-mail and phone connections 
remain the same as before.From November 2003 till December 2013, SASNET has been located at ldeon Science Park, in the 
Alfa 1 building that also houses the Department of Economic History and the Center for East and South-East Asian Studies. 

High-profile Oslo workshop on the Relevance of Cultural History for the Study of 
Contemporary South Asia 

University of Oslo organises a high-profile research workshop on "Why history? On the Relevance of Cultural History for the 
Study of Contemporary South Asia" on 10-12 December 2013. Venue: Niels Treschow Bldg, 12th floor, Blindern, Oslo. The 
workshop is divided into five sessions: Ritual, Religion, Politics; Social and Political Values; Thinking about the Contemporary; 
Structures in Materiality; and The Uses of History, and each session features four presentations by leading Scandinavian, British 
and American scholars in the field of South Asian Studies, with a colleague being the discussant. The participants include 
Jonathan Spencer, University of Edinburgh; David Ludden, New York University; Paul R. Brass, University of Washington; and 
Norbert Peabody, Wolfson College Cambridge. See the full workshop programme ... http 1/www.sasnet.lu.se/conterences/oslo
workshop·retevance-cultural-history-study-contemporary-south-asia 

Relationship between Manchester and South Asia theme for 2014 SAAG Symposium 
The 2014 Annual Symposium of the UK based South Asian Arts Group (SAAG) will be held at the Manchester School of Art on 
Friday 28 March. It is being hosted by Manchester Institute for Research and Innovation in Art and Design (MIRIAD) that 
Manchester School of Art is a part of at Manchester Metropolitan University. The theme tor the 2014 symposium will be 
"Manchester and South Asia: shared histories and revived relationships". Looking at shared artistic, cultural and industrial 
histories that underpin contemporary cultural partnerships between a city, Manchester, and South Asia, the organisers would like 
to explore the possibilities for contemporary culture via shared historical and industrial narratives. There will be opportunities for 
four papers to be presented. Deadline for sending proposals is 12 December 2013. More information. 
htto://www.sasnet lu.se/sites/deta111tlfjles/saaacall 14 pdf 
The South Asian Arts Group (SAAG) is an informal network of academics, curators, artists and arts professionals, who share an 
interest in the arts and visual/material cultures of South Asia and the diaspora. SAAG provides a space for interaction, 
conversation and exchange for people interested in South Asian arts in the UK. 

Copenhagen seminar on Law Reform in Pakistan 
Dr. Osama Siddique from the Department of Law & Policy at Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan, 
holds a public guest lecture on "Law Reform in Pakistan" at University of Copenhagen on Thursday 12 December 2013, 10.15-
12.00. The lecture is organised by Asian Dynamics Initiative and Centre of Global South Asian Studies at the Department of 
Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies (ToRS). Venue: Room 24.0.11 , Faculty of Humanities, Njalsgade 12, Copenhagen.Law 
Reform in Pakistan attracts such disparate champions as the Chief Justice of Pakistan, the USAID and the Taliban. Common to 
their equally obsessive pursuit of 'speedy justice' is a remarkable obliviousness to the historical, institutional and sociological 
factors that alienate Pakistanis from their formal legal system. The lecture endeavors to highlight vital and widely neglected 
linkages between the 'narratives of colonial displacement' resonant in the literature on South Asia's encounter with colonial law 
and the region's post-colonial official law reform discourses. Against this backdrop, it will discuss a typology of Pakistani 
approaches to law reform and critically evaluate the IFI funded single-minded pursuit of 'efficiency' during the last decade. It will 
also analyze extant empirical support for a widening chasm between popular, at times violently expressed, aspirations for justice 
and democratically deficient reform designed in distant IFI headquarters that is entrusted to the exclusive and unaccountable 
Pakistani 'reform club.' More information. http //asiandynarnics.ku.dkfenglish/act1Y1ties/calendar/os1 
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