Page 1 of 2

7 't comes to staying in touch with the arts sector, there's never
a better source of news, features and advice. 2ol

Subscriber Login [Set up account [Register for a free tial

Subscribe Jobs Events Services Guide About Us Advertise

Click here to

Wellbeing behind bars download
2011

Clarke shares what he has learnt from a career running arts projects in prisons across TICkEtlﬂg E.

Technology

« a drania prece in a prison school in Greece, The insider reflected the piight supplement

jet 1o

arning project, | peifor

wal Hterature. The performance took place before an audience of around 30 inmates and Furopean delegates,

ftwent down really well despite few of the prisoners understanding English. AL one pomt, following an extract

Little Mahagonny showing the terror of someene awaiting tial, the prisoners broke into spontaneous applause. it had clearly
cened araw nerve, and discussions aftenvards confimed that they had empathised completely with the situation | had presented. Thev also told

= now much they peeded such mput 1t had been two vears since then last drama activity. This expenence reflects not only the impact which

e o those hehind bars but also then need for continual creative stimuli,

SRERFORME

wioareity

INTELLIGENCE

CULTURE JOBS
INTERNATIONAL

USERSTATUS:OBSERVER
READ:N COMMENTN
COMPLAINN Article for
comment: Y

Contact Us

PO Box 1010

Histon

Cambridge

CB24 9WH

My mtroduction to prison art was six years eailier, attend

London shakespeare Waorkout, Although | had worked for man cung people as a drama teacher in furt

ducation, 1 was

e, What struck me st was how imy

totally unprepared for this experis

the mmates, partculariy when presenting then work fo .
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awider public. There was an intensity, directness and honestv ab
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Followmg this | built on my previous experience of tunning Furopean ¢

for The

Manchester College, currently for The College of Teachers, | have wit sl Noith

Irish prisons: an eshibition of offender art in a disused jail in Denmark

security prison, readings by international authors in German prisons. and

stimpiessions of the positive impact of prison airs have been constar

Such projects provide opportunities not only to share gog

involved moa survey of cultural activity i prisons acioss nge

of arts events, provided boeth internally and externally o

But why are the arts so important i a prison ¢ 2 Much fundi

Given that the overall prisoner profile 15 of ¢

ople with fow <

refected by formal schoohng, often turmng to dink, drugs o

and stimulatin

educational potential. Thev also are a grear he

entually released.

But there are more ber Lo arts o prisons than mere finction

much time 1s spent locked up i a ¢
this, especially deprived ot requiar

atiempis,
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