in the words of the theologiam
Reinhold Niebuhr, who was the
inspiration for Obama’s Nobel peace
prize accepiance speech, we live in¢
an age of unsatisfyingincongruity:

“Nothing that is worth doing can
be achieved in our lifetime; there-
fore we must be saved by hope. Noth-
ing which is true or beautiful or
good makes complete sense in any
Tmmediate context of history; there-
fore we must be saved by faith. Noth-
ing we do, however virtuous, can be
accomplished alone; therefore we
must be saved by love. No virtuous

- act is quite as virtuous from the

standpoint of our friend or foe as itis
from our own standpoint. Therefore
we must be saved by the final form
of love, whieh is forgiveness.”

May God forgive us for this dread-
ful decade and fortify-us for thenext.
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