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Joulia Strauss is samen met Xara Alexakis.
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This a collective work which has its own journey. “he figure in the middle
was drawn and sent to us as a gift by a woman who has been imprisoned in
the hell of the Athens Aliens’ Detention Center, Petrou Ralli,* for more than
seven months for not having papers. The heart is one of the sculptures she
crafts from little pieces of paper glued together with toothpaste to entertain
herself on sleepless nights. Her work inspired us to run a small workshop
with a number of other ex-detained women. Since the drawing reflects
themes of freedom, revolution and borders, we began brainstorming around
these words, writing and drawing whatever came "o our minds. We
exchanged our thoughts, feelings and stories. For us it was an opportunity to
come together and strengthen our relationships as well as our passion for
solidarity and freedom, while enjoying ourselves cn a long and suffocating
summer evening with music and dance. The poster campaign gave rise to
this beautiful collective experience of ours, inspiring and generating so much
more than what

is visible in this work alone. We thank you all for that!

*On a daily basis people are being intercepted, detained and tortured by the
joint forces of the Greek police, state and EU in an effort to exterminate
refugees and migrants fleeing war, poverty and ditatorships. Since they
cannot all be eliminated outright at the borders, thase individuals are
arrested and sequestered away in unbearable cornicentration camps and
detention centers. Among these facilities is Petrot Ralli, a building which
was initially used as an immigrant transfer center and has now evolved into
a cramped prison. The detainees’ only ‘crime’ is that they do. not possess
documents. The numbers are continuously chang ng with new arrests
brought in and others cast out on the sireet again or facing deportation.

Our initiative ‘The House of Women for Empowerment & Emancipation’ is
part of the anti-authoritarian solidarity grassroots movement. We are a self-
organized feminist collective opposed to all states and borders, political
parties, public or private institutions and NGOs. We are committed to the
struggle for women’s emancipation and the end of gender based and racial
violence, homophobia, transphobia, sexism and the trafficking of women and
children that is reproduced by the machinery of pztriarchy globally. For
almost 4 years, we have been meeting with detair ed women, starting our
visits at Helliniko and then at Petrou Ralli. We listen to detainees’ stories and
demands and document the problems they face, attempting to answer their
questions and give voice to their denunciations. At the same time, we try to
foster and sustain a broader local and internationzil social network of
solidarity with other individuals and collectives through organizing events
around imprisonment and other gender issues. W2 work to build and
strengthen our relationships and empower one other, even after women are
released from the detention center. Together we struggle for our liberation.

FOR THE BREAKDOWN OF BORDERS, THE ABOLITION OF DETENTION
CENTERS, PRISONS & CONCENTRATION CAMPS,

AGAINST THE PANDEMIC OF PATRIARCHY,

SOLIDARITY AND SELF ORGANIZATION ARE OUR WEAPONS

Email: spiti.gynaikon@gmail.com
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