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Dear Fellow Firebirds Club Members 

Firstly, Happy NEW YEAR (hopefully!), I say hopefully as following the last few years we all need a little 

bit of hope! 

So, what am I going to write about this month, the winter is such a funny time for us model fliers. We 

might get a few days here and there when a rare good weather forecast aligns with a day of the week 

when we can fly, but then we don’t have any batteries charged or it’s dark at 4pm! The winter is not 

the best time for our sport. 

However, there are still things you can do.. In the November Newsletter I mentioned an indoor flying 

opportunity at Wickham, organised by the Bishops Waltham flying club… I have now been there twice 

and I know I am not the only one to have been. Speak to our Geoff if you interested. 

The winter also gives us an opportunity to build new models or repair damaged ones, see Paul’s 

photos later in the newsletter where he resurrects his broken Phoenix 2000. Don’t forget you can send 

me pictures and / or text about your latest build or repair for publication in the newsletter. 

It was good to see so many of you at the Christmas Party last month and I look forward to seeing you 

all in the new year down the field! 

Now let’s get on with this month’s Newsletter.  

 

Chris (Fisher) 

 

 

HAPPY 

NEW YEAR 

2023 
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One Special Memory from 2022 

Several members took a walk on the dark side during 2022 with a visit to the Canoe lake in Southsea, 

but the specific memory for me was of Rob’s flying boat / sea plane which sadly flipped and almost, 

became a submersible then needing some serious repair work. Two things recently reminded me of 

this event, both being videos on the internet… there are a couple of links below. 

   

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/gW4eiQnBGO8 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/904998424000801?s=yWDuG2&fs=e 

Thinking of a new transmitter? 

There has been much talk amongst members during this last month about purchasing their next 

transmitter and several references have been made to ‘OPENTX’ transmitters.  

So, if you didn’t know, the idea is you buy a transmitter ‘the physical hardware’ and 

you then programme the transmitter with OpenTX firmware and software which is 

open source firmware / software written for RC radio transmitters, by enthusiasts.  

Not being tied to a specific manufacturer, the firmware is 

highly configurable and brings much more features than 

found in traditional radios. The daily feedback from the thousands of users 

should ensure the continued stability and quality of the firmware.  

I know a few members now have them, so I look forward to receiving their 

write-up for the newsletter. 

But for me, An OLD, NEW transmitter. 

Leading on from the OPENTX transmitter discussion above, let me know, have I just made a big 

mistake?  As somebody who’s business life has revolved around IT, I immediately understood the 

concept of OPENTX transmitters and can see the many advantages, but despite that, I have just bought 

a second hand Spektrum transmitter for the same ‘sort of’ money that I could have bought a brand 

new OPENTX model. 
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So why have I done that? Well, firstly, I need to say that my old DX9 is getting really rather tired (not a 

great thing to say if I then try and sell it on to another club member!) Don’t get me wrong, it still works 

OK but.. having been previously owned by one of the club’s hardest and most prolific fliers (he won’t 

be offended), the Gimbals are now getting a little bit worn and unbelievably it also survived a Li-Po 

induced fire in its earlier life… But despite still working perfectly It does deserve to be given a gentler 

retirement. So what have I bought? 

I have bought an identical second hand transmitter to the one I had a DX9.. but being a newer one sold 

after 2015 it is DSMX only!.. (see below)   

A bad move perhaps? But to me, knowing how to use something and knowing that it should be reliable 

is worth much more than a colour screen and unlimited programmability. 

Now a bit of history, one of the reasons I kept the DX9 going so long was because unlike the newer / 

current Spektrum transmitters it still supported DSM2 and by law all DSM based radios sold after 15 

January 2015 do not support DSM2 (now compliant with the EU standards). 

So having some old models that still had DSM2 embedded I wanted to keep them in the air. There is 

no way around that. The only way to currently get a new radio that supports DSM2 is to acquire one 

outside of the EU region. 

Note: All radios in the hands of users before the cut-off date will still have previous protocols 

grandfathered in. They can still be used. Future AW updates will not change the protocols of 

grandfathered units. Be aware though that if a radio is sent in for service it is possible that it will need 

to be made compliant with the new standards before it is returned to a user. 

Just in case you wanted to know…. 

 

Did you know.. Spektrum often talk about Generation 1 and generation 2 transmitters.. the following 

shows which ones are which… 

Generation 1 is the DX6i, DX7, DX7s and DX8. Generation 2 is everything newer - DX6e, DX6, DX7G2, 

DX8e, DX8G2, DX9, DX10t, DX18 series, DX20, iX12. 

… and as far as I can work out the principle difference between them is that generation 1 don’t speak 

to you and generation 2 do!! (see next page for a list of the Spektrum vocabulary .. “Bombs way!” 
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Christmas Party and AGM 2022 

There was a good turnout for the Christmas party and as always plenty of food. The AGM took place 

when we first arrived and the attendant members voted for the existing committee to remain in place. 

The fees for 2023 were discussed and unanimously accepted, many members renewed on the night. 

Here are a couple of photos taken during the Christmas party, I know it’s unfair to take pictures of 

members when they are eating (sorry Toni). 

 

 

Christmas Draw 2022 

Several members have been selling raffle tickets 

throughout the year, so there was a good selection 

of prizes purchased for the draw. The draw took 

place and many members left the evening with 

some great prizes. Picture right, this year’s prizes. 
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Firebirds Awards ceremony 

For various reasons the club has not given any awards for the last few years, but in this year 2022 

there was two. Russell was ably assisted by Debbie Shergold in awarding ‘most improved flyer’ to Paul 

Brown and ‘The Meritorious member award’ to John Graham (received on his behalf by Lee Fryer). 

   

Paul resurrects his Phoenix by Paul Brown 

I crashed the Phoenix but was determined to rebuild it, in this case ‘Phoenix’ being an appropriate 

name (if it flies again).  

Below you can see the broken wing aileron and spar, I had to glue the wing back together and decided 

to reinforce the joint. I cut out splints and glued them back in. 
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The wing mounting areas were left on the fuselage with both wings torn away here I have used Deluxe 

Materials ‘foam to foam’ to knit the trailing edge back on. 

   

As suggested by Chris (Fisher) I cut up some plastic from a milk bottle to form hinges. 

 

And slotted them into the trailing edge (the holes are just to enable the glue to traverse the hinge.) 

    

 

Ailerons back in position and ready for a test flight. 
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From the World Wide Web 

Whilst most of us know (roughly) how brushless motors work I thought this video (below) explained it 

exceptionally well. If you do watch it, the bit about PWM is interesting but, then towards the end of 

the video (talking about Arduino) isn’t much use to the average aero modeller, unless you are getting 

in to open source development to go with your new opensource transmitter!  

 

Link : - https://youtu.be/yiD5nCfmbV0 

A Few more things found on the Internet this month that may be…   

1. Amusing – Be Careful flying near Grandchildren!!         

  

2.Disappointing – Did you know the famous scene from Top-gun may have been FAKE!  
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3. Informative  

   

4. Educational 

 

5. And some that shouldn’t be in a Model Flying Club Newsletter… !! Oops Sorry !! 
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Back to Aviation, did you know 

 

Another interesting flight pattern caught on one of those clever apps! 

              

Another Thank You – The Tarmac ‘lump’ has gone! 
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A Retired Pilot sent me this in December – All very unusual! 
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While I was away on Holiday…  

I know these pictures don’t look like they were taken in November, but in the Canaries the weather in 

November is still lovely. The photos are of the annual Fuerteventura kite festival and I couldn’t help 

but take a few pictures of the aeroplanes.  
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I was getting on an aeroplane… 

… and noticed something mildly interesting when looking at the elevator there are three lines, I 

presume these are the limits of movement for the surfaces. If I am right, then I just thought it 

interesting that on this full size Boeing the movement is so hugely biased to ‘up’ elevator and not 

‘down’ elevator. But I guess for passenger comfort that is probably a good thing, a mid-air bunt might 

cause concern. 

   

What’s a Bunt? 

Or as Wikipedia says, an ‘English Bunt’.. 

 

I snapped this flying overhead in Fuerteventura 
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London’s New Years Eve Celebrations 

An amazing Fireworks and drone display, drones are starting to replace 

fireworks in a lot of situations, and they are indeed very impressive. 

The second one, I took earlier in the year at Disneyland Paris apparently 

their 30th year. Not sure if these drones have anything even vaguely in 

common with what we do down at the field but still very impressive. 

 

Don’t get any ideas 

At the AGM Russell made refernce to and thanked the club members that help maintain the flying 

field, mowing isn’t always a fun job.. but at least with a small modification it could be comfortable?  

 

  

And Finally 

Now that you have Enjoyed reading (hopefully) the Newsletter, there is just one more thing..  

 

You must have paid your membership before you fly in 2023, details below. 
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FIREBIRDS MODEL CLUB FEES 2023 

Club fees for 2023. Please note this does not include membership of the BMFA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a requirement of flying with our club that you also have BMFA membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For most members that renew their BMFA membership through the Firebirds the following totals 

apply. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: The above excludes the CAA licencing charges, which like last year the club recommends 

members do directly with the CAA, and remember your 2023 renewal could be very soon for many. 

 

** See below for how to pay ** 

Firebirds Fees 2023 

Senior - £98 

Junior - £33 

Family Senior - £83 

Family Partner - £83 

Family Junior - £33 

BMFA Fees 2023 

Seniors - £42 

Juniors - £20 

Family Partner - £29 

Family Junior - £15 

Firebirds and BMFA membership 

Senior - £98 + £42 = £140 

Junior - £33 + £20 = £53 

Family Senior - £83 + £42 = £125 

Family Partner - £83 + £29 = £112 

Family Junior - £30 + £15 = £48 
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 Paying your membership.  

OPTION 1.  

Find a committee members letterbox and drop it in.  

OPTION 2.  

By post – Send a cheque to  

Firebirds Model club c/o 6 Maytree Close Locksheath Southampton SO31 6NQ  

OPTION 3.  

By Bank transfer  

Account name: WARWICK KA (he’s our membership secretary)  

Sort code: 55-70-05  

Account number: 75528037  

*IMPORTANT *  

 Use a reference: Your Initial Your Surname and FB (for Firebirds)  

Example: K Warwick FB  

NOTICE ON MEMBERSHIP.  

You must have paid your fees to be able to fly after the 1st January. 

Members not renewing by April 1st 2023 will be considered as not renewing and need to be 

considered as new members and subject to any joining fee or membership cap then in place. 

Please contact a committee member should you have any questions. 

If you are having difficulty paying your fees, please talk to a committee member. 

 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY… 

Swapmeet on Sunday 26th March 2023 from 8:30am to noon 

At Mountbatten School, Romsey, SO51 5SY.  

Admission £4, under 16s free. Refreshments available.  

Or as a seller, a table costs £9 (inc. one admission), additional tables cost £5 each.  

** Ask Russell Lewis if you want to know more, he has been several times (both as a buyer and 

a seller). ** 
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Flying times :   (from December 2021) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Quiet / Electric Electric & I/C Electric & I/C Electric & I/C Quiet / Electric 

Electric &  I/C until 

2pm then Quiet / 

Electric until 4pm Electric & I/C 

              

10-00 10-00 10-00 10-00 10-00 10-00 10-00 

20-00 or dusk 
NO NIGHT FLYING 16-00 16-00 16-00 

20-00 or dusk 
NO NIGHT FLYING 16-00 13-00 

 

Or put another way:    

Quiet / Electric – NOW everyday of the week 

      

Monday 10-00 20-00 (or dusk) NO NIGHT FLYING 

Tuesday 10-00 16-00 

Wednesday 10-00 16-00 

Thursday 10-00 16-00 

Friday 10-00 20-00 (or dusk) NO NIGHT FLYING 

Saturday 10-00 16-00 

Sunday 10-00 13-00 

 

Electric & I/C – Five days a week  

      

Monday NO FLYING 

Tuesday 10-00 16-00 

Wednesday 10-00 16-00 

Thursday 10-00 16-00 

Friday NO FLYING 

Saturday 10-00 14-00 

Sunday 10-00 13-00 

 

 

‘Bank Holiday’ exceptions to the above. 

Good Friday 10am - 1pm (electric and IC) 

EASTER SUNDAY … NO flying!! 

ALL BANK Holiday Mondays - 10am - 1pm (electric and IC) 

CHRISTMAS DAY… NO flying!! 
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Poorly club member 

Continuing thoughts and good wishes from the committee to all poorly members. 

 

FUTURE CLUB NIGHTS - Advance notice  

 

Following a few years curtailed by the coronavirus, it is now hoped that we can restart some of 

social events as we near winter, we’re far too busy flying in the summer �. 

 

Club Information 

This section gives a summary of club services and contact details.  

 

External Events 

If you need more details on any particular event, then go to https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-

and-Event-Calendar.   

 

 

Firebirds Model Club Committee 

The following are the contact details for the Committee.  Each has given permission for their phone 

number and email addresses to be included in this Newsletter. 

 

Chairman Russell Lewis 07503 153962 russell@pilot1.co.uk  

Vice Chair Peter Clark 07867 557964 psclark911@hotmail.com  

Treasurer Alan Shergold 07973 221915 alanshergold@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary Rob Cope 07795 996549 copes02@ntlworld.com 

    

Flying Site Rep. Paul Brown 07730 202510  paulprb@gmail.com  

Safety Officer Geoff Griffiths 023 9265 5931 gcgriffiths@hotmail.com 

Membership Sec. Keith Warwick 07887 486040 keithw11@hotmail.co.uk 

 

General contact e-mail address - firebirdsmodelclub@outlook.com  

 

Firebirds Constitution and Rules. 

The Firebirds constitution and rules document can be found at the bottom of the ‘about us’ section on the 

web-site or by clicking the following link.  

 

http://firebirds.org.uk/onewebmedia/FIREBIRD%20CONSTITUTION%20%26%20RULES.pdf. 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember… Safe flying is no accident. 


