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Club Championship weekend, 9 and 10 September 2023 
 

Preamble. 
 
For a number of years now, the Walker Cup, 
and the Club Championship competition 
have been held on the same weekend.  
 
The Walker Cup is a Stableford competition 
over 18 holes for club members with an 
exact handicap of 22.0 or above.  
 
The Club Championship is a stroke-play 
competition over 54 holes, open to all 
members, playing off only yellow tees, 
against scratch i.e. gross scores are 
counted. In principle, the club’s leading 
player participating should win.  
 
Following approval at the EGC AGM of 
2022, a medal stroke play element was 
added in parallel to the Championship to 
allow for handicap adjustment, i.e. net 
scores are counted over the three rounds. 
The intention was to encourage more 
members to participate in the  
Championship given that, whatever the 
playing handicap, three rounds played at or 
near one’s handicap could make you a 
winner! 
 
This year the weather was blisteringly hot, 
around 30 degrees, with full sunshine and 
with a high humidity making the conditions 
pretty tough. Thankfully the course was in 
excellent condition. Also the reeds were 
recently cut and the sprinkler system 
maintained. 

 

The Walker Cup. 
 
 The Walker Cup was played on the ESTEC 
course in parallel with the first round of the 
Club Championship on Saturday, 9 
September. 
 
Regrettably as few as eleven players 
participated in the competition with tee 
times spread over the day. 
 
Some good scores were posted with three 
players, Gijs, Joe and Stephen tied with 36 
Stableford points but the clear winner was 
Paul with an excellent 40 points. 
 
Gijs had decided to play in both the Walker 
Cup and the Championship and with his 
score he was suitably encouraged to go 
forward to the Sunday rounds.  
 

 
Scores back 9 adjusted 

 



 

 

The Club Championship. 
 
Sixteen members had signed up for the Club 
Championship to play on the Saturday. Of 
these unfortunately Ben (72/57), Mary 
(75/64) and Ton (75/59) were unable to 
continue on Sunday leaving thirteen in the 
competition.  
The scores for the three rounds are shown 
in the table below. 
Andrew and Erik headed the leader board 
after the Saturday round with scores of 65, 
both 7 over par. 
In round two, Erik scored a magnificent 62 
just 4 over par. Gijs played the second 
round on Sunday morning but at lunchtime 
he decided to abandon the third due to the 
weather conditions. Well done for 
competing Gijs. 
In round three, David had the best round 
with 65, a great turn-around from his well 
below par second round score. 
Unfortunately, Erik had a tough time in 
round three to leave Vincent, who had 
played the three rounds quite consistently, 
the winner of the Club Championship by 
one stroke from Erik, who was one stroke 
ahead of Alexander in third.  
. 

 
 

Gross Scores 

The Medal Strokeplay Trophy. 
 
As noted in the Preamble, the gross scores 
in each round were handicap adjusted to 
yield the net scores. A player’s handicap 
was maintained as before the first round 
through each round.  
 
The handicap adjusted scores are given 
below. The figures in red indicate net par or 
better.  
 
With a fantastic first round of 50 net (44 
Stableford points), Andrew was able to hold 
off strong challenges from both Alexander 
and Alex in the second and third rounds. All 
three played net par (174) or better over 
the three rounds of the competition. 
 
The average score over all players for the 
first two rounds was ~60.5. This fell to ~62.5 
for the third round. The sign of exhaustion? 
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Postscript. 
In my memory of the last ~20 years of the 
EGC Club Championship this was probably 
the most grueling temperature wise. 
The overall participation was pretty low 
compared with years where the cut was 
around 80 strokes (gross) to make it to the 
second round with a field of 27 players. 
However here we see the steady drop in the 
club membership numbers and the 
commensurate drop in numbers 
participating in competitions as exemplified 
in the ‘Monthlies’, ‘Seasonals’ etc. Clearly 
the same is true with the Walker Cup for Cat 
2 players. 
Whether the introduction of the Medal 
Stroke play had any influence on overall 
participation is a moot point but at least it 
gave higher handicappers a reward for their 
efforts over the three rounds. Let’s see if we 
get a bigger response from more Cat 1 
players next year.  
A word about the trophies. The former 
trophy for the highest placed lady in the 
Club Championship has been replaced by 
one in the name of Nely Borst, a club 
member of many years standing and Lady 
Captain in 2007, who passed away earlier 
this year. The winner was Mary Gillies. 
The Medal Strokeplay trophy, which I’ve 
donated to the club, is an old cup first 
awarded in 1913 and won outright by my 
father in 1931; not for golf by the way. 
Following the final round on Sunday, 
presentations were made in ESCAPE as seen 
in the photos. 
 
In the absence of Garry, our thanks to 
Vincent for organizing the flights and 
managing Proware. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

Brian Taylor, 12 September 2023 

 
 

 
 

 


