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Whenever you see the Guru, off er him some prayer, some 
praise, then humble yourself, and ask for a blessing.

Excerpt from Guru Mahārājā’s lecture 
on Śrimad Bhāgavatam 3.9.38 – 40, at Mangalore, India 

on April 30th, 2008
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A Letter from His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi Mahārāja  

My dear disciples (initiated, sheltered, aspiring and siksha disciples) and well-wishers,
Please accept my blessings.
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

I was taken to the Apollo Hospital Emergency and they said there was some bleeding in my abdomen. So then 
we went through the jet ambulance which took me to Chennai, this was arranged by Sri Vallabha das. Mr.Jaideep 
Mirchandani arranged for the jet, he is the husband of Rupini Madhavi devi dasi, my dear disciple.

I was taken to the Chennai Hospital to Dr. Rela’s Clinic. They did various procedures and tests and he said that 
they had stopped the bleeding. However, the Apollo Hospital said I also had COVID. But the symptoms were not 
increased in Chennai. So, I am still with you, and I want to celebrate the Madhava month (which started on 19th 
January). During this month there are many holy days including the appearance of Lord Nityananda.

I was thinking I have over 50,000 initiated disciples but only a small percentage received the second initiation. And 
Śrīla Prabhupāda had said that he wanted the brāhmaṇas to take the Bhakti Sastri.

“Brāhmaṇa means pandita. Therefore I am suggesting examinations. Bhakti-sastri—(for all brāhmaṇas) based on 
Bhagavad-gita, Sri Isopanisad, Nectar of Devotion, Nectar of Instruction, and all the small paperbacks.”
– Śrīla Prabhupāda , Letter to Svarupa Damodara -10 January 1976 Bombay

So I have this system now that anyone who wants to take second initiation should have Bhakti Sastri degree. If 
Kṛṣṇa desires, I stay long, for some more time, I don’t know. If you are not getting second initiation, you should be 
prepared to take it in the future from someone else. If you want to take it now, you have to take Bhakti Sastri. And, of 
course, those who are sheltered, they can prepare to take the first initiation by fulfilling the checklist (https://www.
jayapatakaswamioffice.com/initiation/initiation-information/). And then they can take the second initiation after 
one year and if they have the Bhakti Sastri degree. Vidvan Gauranga das and others want to help in making Bhakti 
Sastri available -in case someone cannot afford finance then some system could be arranged.

We have set up Jayapataka Swami Disciples’ Care office to send out my letters every month, to receive your questions, 
to see that your previous questions are answered , and then send me the copy of the receipt of your letters. If you still 
feel you want to update me something, then you can request them to update me and I can do the needful. But this 
will require my health to be in good state.

Śrīla Prabhupāda wanted that we should have ten thousand, one million, ten million ācārya.

“So, we want to spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness. Simply prepare yourself how to repeat Kṛṣṇa’s instructions very nicely, 
without any malinterpretation. Then, in future. . . Suppose you have got now ten thousand. We shall expand to 
hundred thousand. That is required. Then hundred thousand to million, and million to ten million.”
– Śrīla Prabhupāda Lecture CC Adi 1.13, 6 April 1975 Mayapur.

So, I would like all my disciples to prepare themselves to be spiritual masters. What I understood is that Śrīla 
Prabhupāda expected people to know Bhagavad-gītā, Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, and Teachings of Lord Caitanya.

Lord Caitanya created the system of progression. He had the daiva varnasrama. The smarta varnasrama depends on 
janma(birth) and karma -if somebody is born a brāhmaṇa, they will consider him a brāhmaṇa. But Lord Kṛṣṇa said 
in Bhagavad-gita- ‘guṇa karma’, not ‘janma’. If one is born in a brāhmaṇa family but not a devotee, then he cannot 
be accepted. If one is born in any family but he has the qualities of a brāhmaṇa, if they are devoted to Kṛṣṇa, then 
they are accepted. Lord Caitanya said, He was not a brāhmaṇa, kṣatriya, grihasta or sannyāsī:
nāham vipro na ca nara-patir nāpi vaiśyo na śūdro
nāham varṇī na ca gṛha-patir no vanastho yatir vā
kintu prodyan-nikhila-paramānanda-pūrnāmṛtābdher
gopī-bhartuḥ pada-kamalayor dāsa-dāsānudāsaḥ

“I am not a brāhmaṇa, I am not a kṣatriya, I am not a vaiśya or a śūdra. Nor am I a brahmacārī, a householder, a 
vānaprastha or a sannyāsī. I identify Myself only as the servant of the servant of the servant of the lotus feet of Lord 
Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the maintainer of the gopīs. He is like an ocean of nectar, and He is the cause of universal transcendental 
bliss. He is always existing with brilliance.”
– Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta Madhya-līlā13.80

To be a guru, the quality is not of being a brāhmaṇa or a kṣatriya or a sannyāsī.
kibā vipra, kibā nyāsī, śūdra kene naya
yei kṛṣṇa-tattva-vettā, sei ‘guru’ haya

“It does not matter whether a person is a vipra (learned scholar in Vedic wisdom) or is born in a lower family, or 
is in the renounced order of life – if he is master in the science of Kṛṣṇa, he is the perfect and bona fide spiritual 
master.”
– Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta Madhya-līlā 8.128

So we want everyone to be very conversant with Kṛṣṇa consciousness. Thus, people will carry out the message of 
Lord Caitanya as Śrīla Prabhupāda did.

The Jayapataka Swami Disciples’ Care Office have a problem that many of the emails of the contacts are outdated 
and they bounce back. Similarly, some of the emails they send, don’t get read. WhatsApp has a limitation of 256 
participants in a group. Of course, you need to update your telephone number. Or if you use Telegram, it is better than 
WhatsApp, it allows 2 lakhs (200,000) participants in a group. So we could send one Telegram message to all people 
of one language. If any of you would like to help in any way, please contact Saci Janani devi dasi: jpsecare@gmail.com

I am very grateful to the Jayapataka Swami Sisya Samuha for spreading the message around.

I request all my initiated disciples to chant 16 rounds and follow the four regulative principles. That is all I can say 
right now. Hare Kṛṣṇa!

Your well-wisher always,
Jayapataka Swami
21st January 2022
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Note from Publishers
Dear Spiritual God Brothers, God Sisters, Spiritual Cousins and Well-wishers,

Greetings from the Team at ‘Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya’ (GKBD) to each of you for your sustained 
patronage helping us in our offering our miniscule service to Śrīla GuruDeva.

After a chaotic period of time when the whole planet was engulfed in the pandemic wherein all of 
mankind was forcefully bound indoors, the situation appears to be changing for the better. While one is 
still uncertain as to how the future will unfold on the virus front, at least there is a sense of renewed hope 
among the people at large with a tentative belief that the worst may be behind us. People across all ages 
are slowly returning back to their earlier schedules albeit with cautious restraint.

While we gradually escape out from one major disaster - the pandemic, another one is already looming 
large on the horizon in the form of the recent disturbances triggered in Ukraine. This has already 
translated into major destruction through the displacement of people in millions, loss of lives and 
property across that country, a refugee crisis and unrest in the nearby countries. Unless it is contained 
and brought to a logical end soon, this could have larger ramifications by pulling in many more nations 
into the conflict directly.

All of these events are again staunch reminders to the Lord’s statement in the Bhagavad Gītā wherein 
He termed the material world as ‘duḥkhālayam aśāśvatam’ meaning - it is forever tormented by the 
3-fold miseries. Unless the leaders and citizens alike recognize this truth and take the path of Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness, there is no hope.

Our prayers to The Lordships to guide the leaders involved and to protect the impacted people, so that 
they see the futility of this whole exercise and can live in peace through the path of spirituality.

In all of this turmoil, our dear Guru Mahārāja – His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi, in spite of his continuous 
health challenges, has been incessantly preaching Kṛṣṇa consciousness to devotees across all geographies 
through his online lectures daily on the Gaura-Līlā. His concern for the safe-being of each disciple in 
every nook and corner of the world has provided us that added shield of protection.

We are happy to present the 12th edition of the ‘Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya’ at the lotus feet of our dear 
Guru Mahārāja for always being our pillar of strength to practice Kṛṣṇa consciousness even in these 
difficult times.

The cover story in this edition, titled - ‘How to offer prayers!’ is an extract from His Holiness Jayapatākā 
Swāmi’s lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam 3.9.38 – 40 delivered on April 30, 2008 in Mangalore, India. Guru 
Mahārāja succinctly analyses the prayers offered by various devotees including Lord Brahma, Dhruva 
Maharaj, Hanuman etc to the Supreme Lord and then connects how each of us can offer our prayers in 
the right mood and attitude in order to please the Lord.

We continue with Part 2 of the lecture by His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi’s lecture on the Śrī Caitanya 
Caritāmṛita – Adi Līlā 9.47 delivered on April 21, 1984 at Atlanta – titled ‘Responsibility for delivering 
the universe is now ours…!’ Part 1 of this lecture was included in the 11th edition of the GKBD.
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In this edition as a part of Senior devotee’s realization we have Gurudev’s Godbrother His Holiness 
Kavichandra Swāmi talking about Gurudev, at the weekly JSSS meeting at Mayapur on April 12, 2018.

The ‘Śrīla Prabhupāda Smaraṇam’ includes Guru Mahārāja’s reminiscences about his interactions, 
pastimes and experiences with his spiritual master – Śrīla Prabhupāda, delivered at New Delhi on 
November 5, 2014.

Our other sections - Nectarian showers, Gaura Kathā and Your Questions Answered include key 
messages and devotees’ questions answered by Śrīla Gurudevā.

As usual, included is the next extract from ‘Godruma Kalpaṭavī’ by Śrīla Bhaktivinode Ṭhākura which 
has been translated by Śrīla Gurudevā.

We continue to be indebted for all your feedbacks received at gurudev.kbd@gmail.com.

Our sincere thanks to every devotee for their continued support in helping us spread the message of Śrīla 
Gurudevā through this magazine.

Yours in the service of Śrīla Gurudevā
The Publishers
Jayapatākā Swāmi Śiṣya Samūha



Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya  5

How to offer prayers 
The following is an extract from Guru Mahārājā’s lecture 
on Śrimad Bhāgavatam 3.9.38 – 40, at Mangalore, India on 
April 30th, 2008

Śrimad Bhāgavatam 3.9.38
yac cakarthāṅga mat-stotraṁ
mat-kathābhyudayāṅkitam
yad vā tapasi te niṣṭhā
sa eṣa mad-anugrahaḥ

Translation
O Brahmā, the prayers that you have chanted 
praising the glories of My transcendental 
activities, the penances you have undertaken 
to understand Me, and your firm faith in Me —  
all these are to be considered My causeless 
mercy.

Purport
When a living entity desires to serve the Lord in 
transcendental loving service, the Lord helps the 
devotee in so many ways as the caitya-guru, or 
the spiritual master within, and thus the devotee 
can perform many wonderful activities beyond 
material estimation. By the mercy of the Lord 
even a layman can compose prayers of the highest 
spiritual perfection. Such spiritual perfection 
is not limited by material qualifications but is 
developed by dint of one’s sincere endeavor to 
render transcendental service. Voluntary endeavor 
is the only qualification for spiritual perfection. 
Material acquisitions of wealth or education are 
not considered.

Śrimad Bhāgavatam 3.9.39
Prīto ’ham astu bhadraṁ te
lokānāṁ vijayecchayā

yad astauṣīr guṇamayaṁ
nirguṇaṁ mānuvarṇayan

Translation
I am very much pleased by your description 
of Me in terms of My transcendental qualities, 
which appear mundane to the mundaners. I 
grant you all benedictions in your desire to 
glorify all the planets by your activities.

Purport
A pure devotee of the Lord like Brahmā and those 
in his line of disciplic succession always desire that 
the Lord be known all over the universe by each 
and every one of the living entities. That desire 
of the devotee is always blessed by the Lord. The 
impersonalist sometimes prays for the mercy 
of the Personality of Godhead Nārāyaṇa as the 
embodiment of material goodness, but such prayers 
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do not satisfy the Lord because He is not thereby 
glorified in terms of His actual transcendental 
qualities. The pure devotees of the Lord are always 
most dear to Him, although He is always kind 
and merciful to all living entities. Here the word 
guṇamayam is significant because it indicates the 
Lord’s possessing transcendental qualities.

Śrimad Bhāgavatam 3.9.40
ya etena pumān nityaṁ
stutvā stotreṇa māṁ bhajet
tasyāśu samprasīdeyaṁ
sarva-kāma-vareśvaraḥ

Translation
Any human being who prays like Brahmā, 
and who thus worships Me, shall very soon be 
blessed with the fulfillment of all his desires, for 
I am the Lord of all benedictions.

Purport
The prayers offered by Brahmā cannot be chanted 
by anyone who desires to fulfill his own sense 
gratification. Such prayers can be selected only by a 
person who wants to satisfy the Lord in His service. 
The Lord certainly fulfills all desires in regard to 
transcendental loving service, but He cannot fulfill 
the whims of non-devotees, even when such casual 
devotees offer Him the best of prayers.

Guru Mahāraja’s lecture
How to offer proper prayers?
Brahma offered prayers to Lord Viṣṇu – which 
Viṣṇu? Garbhodakaśāyī Viṣṇu. Garbhodakaśāyī 
Viṣṇu is in the Garbhodaka ocean, He gives 
birth to Lord Brahma. Then He expands as 
Ksirodakaśāyī Viṣṇu, who is the super-soul in our 
hearts, the paramātma. Garbhodakaśāyī Viṣṇu is 
coming from the Mahāvishnu - Kāraṇodakaśāyī 
Viṣṇu, who is lying in the causal ocean.

Lord Brahma did not know how to realize his 
origin. He did not know who his mother or father 
was. He did not know where he came from. The 
Lord advised him to do ‘tapa’ – penance. So, he 
was meditating and doing penance. Then the 
Lord revealed Himself. Brahma realized that the 
Lord is transcendental. The māyāvadīs –followers 
of advaitavād path – think that the personality 
of Godhead is in the mode of goodness and the 
brahmajyoti is transcendental. But Brahma clearly 
prays that the Lord is sac-cid-ānanda. ‘īśvaraḥ 
paramaḥ kṛṣṇaḥ sac-cid-ānanda-vigrahaḥ 
anādir ādir govindaḥ sarva-kāraṇa-kāraṇam.’ He 
is transcendental. He is the cause of all causes. His 
form is sac-cid-ānanda - spiritual bliss. He offered 
prayers in a way that was pleasing to Viṣṇu.

If someone offers praise to the Chief minister 
of Karnataka, “You are the greatest mayor of all 
mayors. You are the first citizen of the city.” Will 
he be very happy? He is not the mayor, he is the 
Chief minister. Mayor is much lower than a Chief 
minister. There are so many cities in Karnataka, 
every city has a mayor, corporation chairman. 
But one is calling the Chief minister a mayor. He 
will wonder, what is this, why is he calling me a 
mayor? Is it correct? 

Similarly, when people offer prayers such as, ‘Oh! 
Viṣṇu you are in the mode of goodness,’ they are 
insulting Him. He is not in the mode of goodness. 
He is sac-cid-ānanda-vigrahah - eternal, blissful 
knowledge and form. Why are these people 
offending the Lord? That is why Lord Caitanya 
says māyāvādī kṛṣṇe aparādhī. Māyāvādīs are 
offending Kṛṣṇa, by calling Him material. But 
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is He material? He is transcendental. Even Ṛg  
veda says, ‘om krsno vai sac-cid-ananda-ghanaḥ 
Kṛṣṇa adi-purushaḥ Kṛṣṇa purushottamaḥ.’ The 
Absolute Truth, the Personality of Godhead 
is sac-cid-ānanda guna. He has the quality of 
eternal, blissful, knowledge. It does not say He is 
sattva guna. Sat is eternal. If someone is eternal 
and one says, ‘you will live for a long time,’ is it 
correct? Brahma is an expert who offered the 
correct prayers. Therefore, he got the blessings of 

the Lord. Offering prayers, vandanam is one of 
the prescribed processes of nava vidhā bhakti, the 
nine processes of devotional service. We have to 
offer the proper prayers.

Even a layman can compose choicest prayers if 
he has the mercy of the Lord
Lord Caitanya would not read people’s prayers or 
writings if it was not cleared by Swarūp Dāmodar. 
Once a poet wrote some prayers praising Lord 
Jagannātha, describing Lord Jagannātha as having 
an ātma and His form is material but very beautiful, 
so on and so forth. So Swarūp Dāmodar asked, 
“What have you written? You are committing an 
aparādh. He is an arcā vigraha but He is sac-cid-
ānanda.”

Jivās have an ātma. Last night we were talking 
about ātma and someone said, “It seems that the 
ātma is controlling me. My ātma is trying to control 
me, how do I resist?” She did not understand. We 
are the ātma, we should be controlling this body, 
mind and intelligence. However, because we are 
conditioned, our mind and senses are controlling 
us. If one compares Lord Jagannātha with a jivā, 
saying that He has an ātma, it is an aparādh. So 
Swarūp Dāmodar told the poet, “I will not show 
your prayer to Lord Caitanya, this will cause Him 
great suffering. You are comparing the Lord to a 
conditioned soul!”

Offering prayers, vandanam is 
one of the prescribed processes 
of nava vidhā bhakti, the nine 
processes of devotional service. 
We have to offer the proper 
prayers.
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It is not possible to offer proper prayers to the 
Lord unless we get the mercy of the Lord. In 
the Bhagavad gītā, the Lord says, “mattaḥ smṛtir 
jñānam apohanaṁ ca.” We get remembrance, 
knowledge and forgetfulness by the mercy of 
Kṛṣṇa. “My mercy!” Kṛṣṇa says, “I am giving 
knowledge, forgetfulness and remembrance.”

If we have to appear for an exam, Kṛṣṇa is the one 
giving us remembrance. As He says here in verse 
38, these are all to be considered as ‘My causeless 
mercy.’ Even a layman can compose prayers if he 
has the mercy of the Lord. Who got the mercy of 
the Lord to be able to offer nice prayers? Do you 
remember anyone from the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam? 
Yes, Dhruva. Dhruva did not know what to 
pray. The Lord touched Dhruva, then he offered 
beautiful prayers to Lord Nārāyana. Anyone else? 
Akrurā offered prayers. What about Prahlād? He 
was just a little boy; he could offer nice prayers.

When somebody offers proper prayers, describing 
Him as He is, Kṛṣṇa becomes very pleased. 
Our problem is that often we are not offering 
appropriate prayers. Most of the time we are 
offering the prayers of some great ācāryas. Lord 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu’s great devotee Narottam 
Dās Thakura, sings, “śrī-kṛṣṇa-caitanya prabhu, 
doyā koro more, tomā binā ke doyālu jagat-saḿsāre, 
patita-pāvana-hetu tava avatāra, mo sama patita 
prabhu nā pāibe āra.” You are the most merciful 

Lord, You have come to deliver the fallen souls 
and I am the most fallen, therefore I should get 
Your mercy first. When you see the Lord, you are 
supposed to offer Him nice prayers. 

‘You are not the most of anything’
Somebody told me, whenever you see the Guru, 
offer him some prayer, some praise, then humble 
yourself, and ask for a blessing. When I would see 
Prabhupāda, I would say, “Prabhupāda! you are 
the representative of the Guru paramparā and you 
are giver of transcendental knowledge, you are so 
merciful!” Like this I would offer different praises. 
Then I would say something humbling myself, 
such as, I am very fallen, or I am most fallen. Then 
I would ask for some blessings. I was doing this 
every day. When Prabhupāda came to Māyāpur, 
he would stay for one and a half to two months. 
Every day I was seeing him, so for forty-five days, 
every day I would offer such prayers. I remember 
that a few times he surprised me, maybe I was 
becoming mechanical. 

Once I said, “Prabhupāda, you are all merciful, I 
want to serve you, life after life!” 

He replied, “Why do you want to bring me back?” 

I thought, “What did I say wrong? I thought this 
was the right thing to say.” Then I said, “I want to 
serve you even life after life. Even if you want me 
to come back, I want to serve you!”

When I added ‘even’ he was ok. Not that we want 
to come back every life to serve, we are willing 
to go to Vaikuṇṭha or Goloka, wherever the Lord 
takes us but if He wants us to come here, what we 
want to do? Who wants to serve? If we have to 
take birth here again, who wants to serve? The 
Lord wants you to go back in spiritual world, but 

Whenever you see the Guru, offer 
him some prayer, some praise, 
then humble yourself, and ask for 
a blessing.

It is not possible to offer proper 
prayers to the Lord unless we get 
the mercy of the Lord.

When somebody offers proper 
prayers, describing Him as He is, 
Kṛṣṇa becomes very pleased. Our 
problem is that often we are not 
offering appropriate prayers.
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He may also want you to serve here.

Once I told Prabhupāda, “You are all merciful, I 
am the most fallen, have mercy on me!” 

He said, “You are not the most of anything.”

Then I thought, maybe I was getting proud in 
saying that I am the most fallen. So Prabhupāda 
humbled me, saying you are not most of anything. 
But generally speaking, he seemed pleased by my 
offering prayers like that. 

Material blessings or spiritual blessings?
When you see the Lord, He is going to ask you, 
what blessing you want? In Kanchipuram there is 
the Varadarāja deity, He gives blessings. Another 
name of the Lord is Vareshwarā, He is the giver of 
blessings.

Once Mārkaṇḍeya ṛṣi met Nara Nārāyaṇa ṛṣi. 
Nara Nārāyana ṛṣi is the incarnation of Viṣṇu so 

they asked, “What blessings you want?” He said, “I 
want to know what is māya. What is this illusory 
energy, how does it work?” Nara Nārāyana ṛṣi 
smiled and left. Just like the scientists want to know 
how this material world is working. Generally if 
the Lord is offering any blessing, we should ask for 
something spiritual. Wanting to know about the 
material world, is a material blessing. That is what 
he wanted, so that is what he got. 

After some time, suddenly there was a big flood 
in his āshram which was in the mountains, but 
it got flooded in water. The whole world got 
flooded. He was swept away into the ocean of 
water. He was dunked in the water and brought 
up. As he was floating, he saw a banyan tree with 
big leaves and Kṛṣṇa was on one banyan leaf. He 
was in the form of a baby sucking His toe. Then 
Kṛṣṇa breathes in and breathes in Mārkaṇḍeya 
ṛṣi as well. He is back in his āshram, everything 
is dry. He was wondering what happened? Then 
Kṛṣṇa breathes out, and he is back again into the 
ocean.

“I want to serve you even life 
after life. Even if you want me to 
come back, I want to serve you!”

Another name of the Lord is 
Vareshwarā, He is the giver of 
blessings
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Are we ready to surrender to Guru and Kṛṣṇa?
This material illusion looks so real. But everything 
is an illusion is created by Kṛṣṇa. So He is also 
known as Yogeśvara. In the Bhagavad Gītā Kṛṣṇa 
says, “daivī hyeṣhā guṇa-mayī mama māyā 
duratyayā, mām eva ye prapadyante māyām etāṁ 
taranti te” This material energy is my divine energy 
and to crossover is very difficult, duratyayā. But if 
one surrenders to Me, māyām etāṁ taranti te, I 
deliver them.

Once we were in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, which 
has the longest beach in the world. I asked the 

devotees, “Who can swim from here to Orissa? Is 
it possible to swim 1000 kms? That is not possible 
for us! Swimming across the ocean is duratyayā, 
very difficult, impossible, practically speaking. 
But if we surrender to Kṛṣṇa – ‘mām eva ye 
prapadyante māyām etāṁ taranti te,’ He can lift us 

and take us across the ocean of illusion. That is 
why if we want to cross over illusion, we need to 
surrender to Kṛṣṇa. 

How many of you want to surrender to Kṛṣṇa? 
In this way we get over the illusory energy and 
achieve Kṛṣṇa. In Caitanya-caritāmṛta it is said, 
‘brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva, guru-
kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja.’ We wander 
around the universes, from one universe to other 
‘brahmāṇḍa bhramite.’ When we are born into 
a universe, we are locked in, it is like a big prison 
house. We cannot leave, until Brahma goes back to 

the spiritual world or dies, then 
we all go into Mahā Viṣṇu then 
we come out again into a new 
universe with new Brahma, a 
brahmāṇḍa means each one has 
one Brahma. While going from 
one universe to the next, if we 
want to know how long we have 
been here in the material world, 
it is incalculable. One day of 
Brahma comprises a thousand 
yugās. He lives for 30 days in a 
month, 12 months in a year, 100 
years. That is the life span of one 
universe, the life of Brahma. We 
are wandering from one universe 
to another universe. Then if we 
are lucky or fortunate, ‘kona 
bhāgyavān jīva,’ somebody is 
fortunate, ‘guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde 
pāya,’ by the mercy of Kṛṣṇa we 
find a bonafide guru. Then by 

the mercy of guru we find Kṛṣṇa. 

Guru gives the seed of devotion. When we receive 
the seed of devotion, Lord Caitanya says, we have 

If we want to cross over illusion, 
we need to surrender to Kṛṣṇa.

‘Guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya,’ by 
the mercy of Kṛṣṇa we find a 
bonafide guru. Then by the mercy 
of guru we find Kṛṣṇa.
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to become mālis – gardeners. We have to water the 
seed of devotion by chanting ‘Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare 
Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare 
Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.’ As we continue 
watering the root, in other words, we continue 
chanting and practicing devotional service, 
that spiritual creeper grows and grows. It grows 
beyond the chaudha bhuvana – the 14 planetary 
systems - goes beyond Brahmaloka, Śivaloka 
beyond the Viraja, beyond the brahmajyoti, 
beyond Vaikuṇṭhaloka to Goloka Vrindavan and 
there the creeper wraps itself around the lotus 
feet of Rādhā Govindā, Śri Rādhe Śhyām. There 
it produces flowers and then from that flower 

come fruits. What is the flower of that devotional 
creeper? Love! What kind of love? The flowers are 
bhāva, which is ecstatic love, preliminary to Kṛṣṇa 
premā. The ripened fruit is Kṛṣṇa premā. First we 
get flowers then we get fruits. 

When Lord Caitanya got initiated in Gaya, He 
got Kṛṣṇa premā. When He went back to Bengal, 
He was crying and laughing in ecstasy. Everyone 
was wondering as to what happened to Him, why 
there was such a big change in Nimai Paṇḍit? One 
day He told all the devotees that He would meet 
them at Suklambar brahmacari’s ashram. He said 
He would tell them what happened to Him. When 
He went to Suklambar Brahmacari’s ashram, He 
saw a tamāla tree. He embraced the tamāla tree, 
and started crying, experiencing separation from 
Kṛṣṇa. He said that He went to Kānāi Nāṭaśālā, 
where the lotus footprints of Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa 
can be seen. We can still see those lotus footprints. 
When Lord Caitanya saw them, He cried on those 
footprints. 

The flowers are bhāva, which 
is ecstatic love, preliminary to 
Kṛṣṇa premā. The ripened fruit is 
Kṛṣṇa premā.
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How many of you have been to Kānāi Nāṭaśālā? 
Lord Caitanya said, “On the banks of the 
Bhāgirathi from a distance I could see a young 
boy, playing on a flute. He had a yellow dhoti, He 
came closer, He had a turban with peacock feather 
on it. While playing on the flute He was smiling 
and dancing, and He came closer and closer, then 
I saw that this boy was Kṛṣṇa!” Lord Caitanya’s 
hair stood on end; we can imagine! He was 
feeling so ecstatic as Kṛṣṇa was coming towards 
Him. Kṛṣṇa came closer and closer. Suddenly 
Kṛṣṇa ran to Him, put His arms around Him and 
gave Him a hug. Lord Caitanya was in the mood 
of Śrimati Rādhārāni. Being hugged by Kṛṣṇa, He 

felt so much ecstasy. Then Kṛṣṇa 
let go of Him and ran away. Lord 
Caitanya ran after Him, but He 
disappeared. Lord Caitanya said, 
“I had Kṛṣṇa in my arms, then 
I lost Him. Do you know what 
it is like to get Kṛṣṇa and then 
lose Him? Since that time, I am 
looking for Him everywhere. 
When can I get Kṛṣṇa again?” 

That is why when Lord Caitanya 
came back from Gaya and Kānāi 
Nāṭaśālā, He was transformed. 
He wants all of us also to get love 
for Kṛṣṇa. We have to become 
expert gardeners, get the seed of 
devotion and water it by chanting 
‘Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa 
Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, 
Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare 
Hare.’ In these verses, we learnt 
that we have to offer appropriate 
prayers and surrender to Kṛṣṇa. 

Do you know God?
Hanumān was offered so many material blessings 
by Lord Rāma, but he did not want anything. Lord 
Rāma said, “I will give liberation, you can merge 
into the brahmajyoti.” 

Hanumān said, “No no, I do not want that, You 
are my master, I am Your servant, I do not want 
anything that comes in the way of that. If I merge 
in the light, I will forget that I am Your servant, I 
do not want that.” 

Hanumān already had mystic powers. Lord Rāma 
asked, “What can I give you then?” 

Hanumān said, “You see, I love You so much, I feel 
affection for You like a son feels for his father. But 
I hold You in so much respect that I am not able to 
act like a son. Just once can I embrace you like a son 
hugs his father? That is the only blessing I want.”

Then Lord Rāma gave him that blessing. Hānuman 
came up and embraced Lord Rama and Lord 

I had Kṛṣṇa in my arms, then I 
lost Him. Do you know what it 
is like to get Kṛṣṇa and then lose 
Him? 
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Rāma also embraced him. You probably would 
have seen a picture of Hānuman and Lord Rāma 
embracing. That was the vara (blessing) that he 
wanted. 

When Kṛṣṇa comes to you and asks what you want, 
what are you going to ask for? Will you say that I 
want to pass my exams, or can I have a new house? 
You should ask for something appropriate because 
He can give anything. Why ask for something 
temporary? Śrīla Prabhupāda once said, you go 
to a rich man, and he asks what you want? If you 
say, “give me ashes from your cigarette bowl”, 
then what is the use? Ask for something worthy 
from Kṛṣṇa, He can give any type of blessing. The 
devotees do not like to ask for any material things 
for themselves, because the devotees only want to 
please the Lord. 

Lord Brahmā is the progenitor, so he wants to 
create the universe. Without his even asking, 
Lord Viṣṇu gives him the blessing that he can 
create the universe without getting entangled 
in it. Our sampradāya is the Brahmā-Madhva-

Gauḍīya-sampradāya which comes from Lord 
Brahmā. Here it is also said that those who are in 
this sampradāya, which is originating from a pure 
devotee of the Lord like Brahmā, always desire 
that the Lord be known all over the universe by 
each and every one of the living entities. Everyone 
should know the Lord. 

In Manipal there is a board which says it is the 
“City of knowledge.” Transcendental knowledge 
means to know the Lord. How many students here 
know the Lord? This is the problem in modern 
education, we do not get to know the Lord. We 
should know Him. Just as George Harrison sings 
in his song, “My Sweet Lord, I want to know you, 
I want to be with you.” 

Thank you very much.

This is the problem in modern 
education, we do not get to know 
the Lord. We should know Him

When Kṛṣṇa comes to you and 
asks what you want, what are you 
going to ask for?





14  Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya

Responsibility for delivering the 
universe is now ours…! (Part 2)
An excerpt from Guru Mahārājā’s lecture on Śrī Caitanya 
Caritāmṛita Ādi Līlā 9.47 at Atlanta, Georgia on April 21st, 
1984

The following is the second part of a lecture given 
by Guru Mahārāja on Śrī Caitanya Caritāmṛita 
Ādi-līlā, at Atlanta, Georgia on April 21st, 1984. 
This part of the lecture begins with a reading of 
Ādi līlā, Chapter 9, Text 48

Let’s read one more verse, this is a very beautiful 
verse.

yei yāhāṅ tāhāṅ dāna kare prema-phala
phalāsvāde matta loka ha-ila sakala
yei yāhāṅ tāhāṅ dāna kare prema-phala
phalāsvāde matta loka ha-ila sakala

Translation: The fruit of love of God is so tasteful 
that wherever a devotee distributes it, those 

who relish the fruit, anywhere in the world, 
immediately become intoxicated.

Purport:
Here the wonderful fruit of love of Godhead 
distributed by Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu is 
described. We have practical experience that 
anyone who accepts this fruit and sincerely tastes 
it immediately becomes mad after it and gives up 
all his bad habits, being intoxicated by Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu’s gift, the Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra. 
The statements of Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta are 
so practical that anyone can test them. As far as 
we are concerned, we are most confident of the 
success of the distribution of the great fruit of 
love of Godhead through the medium of chanting 
the  mahā-mantra  — Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, 
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Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma, 
Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.

Guru Mahārāja’s lecture begins
Here Śrīla Prabhupāda, very confidently and 
very enthusiastically encourages us, saying that 
simply if people take up the chanting, they will 
become intoxicated by this love for Godhead. 
People are looking for happiness. Why do they 
take intoxication? Why do they take shelter of so 
much sense gratification? Because it counteracts 
the miseries of life. It gives one a little taste of what 
one is looking for - happiness. But the real full 
taste is in this chanting of ‘Hare Kṛṣṇa.’

Material happiness is like a shadow. However, 
until you see the real form you do not know the 
difference between the real form and the shadow. 

In England, on most of the days we do not see the 
sun, it is always overcast. 

Once in England someone asked Śrīla Prabhupāda, 
“What’s hell?” 

He said, “What’s hell? This is hell. No sun.” 

But if we never got to see the sun, what will we 
think? When the sun comes out, all the English 
people become very happy. It is very rare. To see 
the sun is a great benediction for them, a sunny 
day. It is a good day. Everybody is very happy. If we 
never see the sun, we just get used to it. We think 
it is normal. But once we are able to compare, we 
realise, “Oh, it is so much nicer when we have the 
sunlight rather than an overcast sky or fog and so 
on.” 

When we try to preach to someone about Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness, unless they chant ‘Hare Kṛṣṇa’, it 
is almost impossible for them to understand what 
we are talking about. Because they have nothing 
to compare with. Some people may be adept at 
giving some idea, but most of the people cannot 
understand. Real understanding comes when they 
chant ‘Hare Kṛṣṇa’ and get a taste of even a drop 
of the spiritual intoxication, or the happiness from 

experiencing a fraction of love for Godhead. This 
happiness is of a different category, a different 
nature. Unless they do it how can they experience 
it? So, we have to encourage as many people as 
possible to take up the chanting of ‘Hare Kṛṣṇa, 
Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare, Hare Rāma, 
Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.’

What is the great fruit of love for Godhead? It can 
be obtained only through the medium of chanting 
this mahā-mantra. All our philosophy, all our 
programs is simply to induce people to take up the 
chanting, and once they begin chanting, to induce 
them to stick to the chanting and keep away from 
māyā. Just like the water which is irrigating the 
crops, or the fuel, which is propelling the rocket, 
the energy for us is our chanting.

Other services, not connected with chanting, 
can keep us from regressing, but they are not as 
powerful to push us forward as the chanting itself. 
Chanting is specifically the sacrifice authorized for 
this age. Every time we are chanting, or preaching 
the glories of the Lord, or inducing others into 
this process, it is pushing us forward. Other 
services are also helping us, but chanting has the 
maximum effect in this particular age.

In other ages, as you know, other sacrifices were 
recommended, like meditation, fire sacrifice and 
temple worship, but in this age, specifically the 
chanting is recommended to propel us back home, 
back to Godhead. Lord Caitanya is so kind, He 
is encouraging us to induce others to chant, this 
also gives us a boost in our chanting. Somehow or 
other, people should take up chanting the mahā-
mantra. If they will not chant the mahā-mantra, 
let them chant any name of God, it is a beginning. 
But the mahā-mantra is especially empowered. 
Therefore, when we chant the mahā-mantra 
following Lord Caitanya’s instructions, we can 
practically experience the effect of chanting.

Śrīla Prabhupāda said, “We have practical 
experience that people give up their bad habits, 
being intoxicated by Caitanya Mahāprabhu’s 
gift.” Unless a person actually feels a spiritual 
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shelter, a happiness that far exceeds the happiness 
available in the three modes of material nature, 
how is it possible to stay away from material sense 
gratification?

Once we get the seed of devotional service, we have 
to be very careful to keep it always watered. Just like 
when you plant rice paddy, you have to always keep 
your field irrigated. If you let the field dry out, then 
the mud cracks, and then when you water the field, 
the water just goes right down into the substratum 
of the soil. It doesn’t stay on the top. You have to 
mix the soil so that there are no cracks, then the 
water does not percolate; it stays on the top. The 
soil creates an insulation, preventing the water 
from going down. All the weed seeds are lying 
within the soil, they are carried by air, by birds, by 
so many means, distributed all over the land. If you 
walk through the forest, all kinds of seeds get stuck 
to your clothes. So, those are all over the soil.

While growing rice, weeds are a problem, that 
is why the field is kept filled with water. It is not 
that rice cannot grow without water. In fact, some 
types of rice can grow with less water. But it is 
more economical to irrigate than it is to weed. 
Weeding a rice field is very laborious. Nowadays, 
there are chemical weeders, but that creates 
another problem; we have to consume all those 
chemicals with the rice. It is very difficult to weed 
rice manually, without the chemicals, even with 
the use of machines. They keep it irrigated so that 
the weeds do not sprout. It is very economical and 
very effective. 

Prabhupāda said that we have seeds of material 
desires in our heart, and they are like the weed 
seeds. If we keep the heart flooded with the 
chanting of Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, 
Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, 
Hare Hare, those seeds do not sprout. 

If you soak a seed in water, it will not sprout, but 
if you take the water away, it sprouts. You can try 
soaking some chickpeas, unless you take them out 
of the water, they will not sprout. Soak it for one 

day then, next day take them out of the water, then 
they sprout. But, if you keep the chickpeas sitting 
in the water for ten days, what happens? It rots. 
We have to keep our material desires soaking long 
enough in the floods of ‘Hare Kṛṣṇa’ chanting that 
all those seeds of material desires rot and perish.

Then our heart becomes very light, at that time 
it is very easy to continue chanting. If we always 
keep our heart flooded, then it does not sprout 
so many material desires. When people start to 
chant, they start to flood their heart, immediately 
they give up their bad habits. The desires do not 
come up. They are perfectly satisfied in chanting. 
They are not thinking of other things. But if they 
stop chanting, then immediately māyā is there.

Lord Caitanya’s followers give the example that 
māyā is just like your shadow. When you walk 
looking towards the sun you do not see the shadow, 
you look back, where’s your shadow? Right there, 
as soon as you look.

kṛṣṇa-bahirmukha hañā bhoga-vāñchā kare
nikaṭa-stha māyā tāre jāpaṭiyā dhare

As soon as you turn your face away from Kṛṣṇa, 
māyā will come and tackle you, and throw you 
on the ground. So, do not look away from Kṛṣṇa. 
Always head towards Kṛṣṇa, chanting the holy 
name, engage in devotional service knowing 
that māyā is racing right behind you. If you keep 
looking towards Kṛṣṇa, you will always be a step 
ahead of māyā, and if you look back, she will be 
right there. As soon as you stop, she will overtake 
you and tackle you and you will be in her clutches. 
Therefore, just keep chanting, stay away from 
māyā and as you are chanting, induce others to 
chant in a missionary spirit of Lord Caitanya’s 
movement. That is the highest welfare work that 
can be done.

Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ 
Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare.
śrī-kṛṣṇa-caitanya prabhu-nityānanda śrī-advaita 
gadādhara śrīvāsādi-gaura-bhakta-vṛnda!


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There is a narration in Śrīla Prabhupāda-līlāmṛta 
about the early days of ISKCON in Māyāpur. 

The following is an extract from Śrīla 
Prabhupāda-līlāmṛta by H.G. Satsvarupa Dasa 
Goswami, Chapter 32 - India - Dancing White 
Elephants

From Prabhupāda’s first day in Calcutta he had 
thought of going to Māyāpur, the sacred birthplace 
of Lord Caitanya. Bhaktivinoda Thakur, father of 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s spiritual master and pioneer 
in spreading Lord Caitanya’s teachings beyond 
India, had longed for the day when Americans 
and Europeans would join with their Bengali 
brothers in Māyāpur, chanting the Holy Names. 
Prabhupāda wanted to purchase land, establish a 
centre in Māyāpur for his Western disciples, and 
fulfill the dream of his spiritual predecessors. He 
had written to one of his Godbrothers, 

“I wish to go to Māyāpur to pay my respects to our 
Beloved Spiritual Master His Divine Grace Śri Śrīla 
Prabhupāda as well as to complete the purchase of 
the land. So, if Jagmohan Prabhu will accompany 
us to finish this transaction it will be very kind 
of him, and I hope you will kindly request him to 
accompany us.”

The followers of Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu accept 
Māyāpur, which is one hundred and ten miles 
north of Calcutta, to be identical with Vṛndāvana. 
Five thousand years ago Lord Kṛṣṇa lived in 
Vṛndāvana, performing His childhood pastimes, 
and five hundred years ago Lord Kṛṣṇa appeared 

in Māyāpur as Lord Caitanya. For the Gauḍīya 
Vaiṣṇavas, therefore, Māyāpur and Vṛndāvana 
are the two most dear and sacred places on 
earth. What better place for ISKCON to have its 
world headquarters than in Māyāpur! But despite 
various attempts over the past several years, Śrīla 
Prabhupāda had still not acquired property there.

He had gone to Māyāpur with Acyutānanda in 
1967, seen a plot of land, and asked Acyutānanda 
to try and get it. But Acyutānanda and the 
Muhammadan owner had never reached an 
agreement. Some of Prabhupāda’s Godbrothers 
had temples and property in Māyāpur, but they 
wouldn’t help. Some even seemed to be working 
against him. When Prabhupāda had written one 
of his Godbrothers in Māyāpur asking him to 
help Acyutānanda secure land, the Godbrother’s 
secretary had replied that he was unable to do so. 
The secretary had remarked, “One must be very 
fortunate to get land in Māyāpur.”

Prabhupāda criticized his Godbrothers’ 
uncooperative spirit. He was becoming impatient. 
“Why are we not able to get the land in Māyāpur?” 
he asked his disciples. “This is dragging on for 
three hundred years!.” Again, he wrote one of his 
Godbrothers. 

“Regarding propagating the Name of Śri 
Māyāpur as Birthplace of Lord Caitanya, it is 
going on regularly in our different literatures 
and books. If you kindly take the trouble of 
coming here conveniently, I can show you how 
are we giving publicity to the Birthsite of Lord 

Śrīla Prabhupāda Smaraṇam
Śrīla Prabhupāda katha by His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi 
Mahārāja at New Delhi on November 5th, 2014
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Caitanya. Perhaps you know that I begged from 
His Holiness Śripad Tirtha Mahārāja a little 
piece of land at Māyāpur for constructing a 
home for my Western disciples, but he refused 
the proposal. Śrila Bhaktivinoda Thakur wanted 
that the American and European devotees 
would come to Māyāpur, and the prophecy is 
now fulfilled. Unfortunately, they are loitering 
in the streets of Calcutta without having a 
suitable place at Māyāpur. Do you think it is 
all right?”

Accompanied by a small party of men, 
Prabhupāda took the train to Navadvīpa, just 
across the Ganges from Māyāpur. There they met 
with members of the Devananda Math. Riding in 
rickshas to the Devananda Math, the devotees were 
charmed by the rural atmosphere of Navadvīpa. 
Everything was lush from the rainy season, and 
the devotees found their romantic expectations 
of India now being fulfilled as they proceeded 
along roads lined with tropical vegetation. At 
the Devananda Math, Prabhupāda and his 
disciples were given special prasādam and 
good accommodations.

Then the rains returned. Day after day the 
rains came, and the Ganges rose higher and 
higher, crossing the swift river in Māyāpur 
became impossible. Since the rains were not 
likely to abate soon, Prabhupāda decided 
to leave. He and his disciples boarded an 
early-morning train to Calcutta.

The tracks were flooded. Repeatedly the 
train had to stop, once even for more than 
eight hours. The heat and the crowds of 
passengers constantly passing through the 
car made the wait torturous for the devotees. 
Prabhupāda asked one of his disciples to take a 
ricksha and try to arrange better transportation. 
Nothing was available. At last, the train continued 
towards Calcutta, only to stop at the next station, 
where all the passengers changed to another 
train. Finally, Prabhupāda reached Calcutta and  
Mr. Das Gupta’s home.

“Maybe Lord Caitanya does not want us to establish 
our headquarters in Māyāpur”, Prabhupāda said. 
The two purposes in his mind – establishing a 
place in Calcutta and purchasing land in Māyāpur 
– he had not accomplished.

Prabhupāda continued holding programs in 
people’s homes and talking with guests in his 
room. One day Mr. Dandharia visited Prabhupāda 
and mentioned Bombay’s upcoming Sādhu 
Samaj, a gathering of the most important sādhus 
in India. It was to be held at Chowpatty Beach 
and promised to be a big affair. Mr. Dandharia 
requested Prabhupāda to attend, and Prabhupāda 
accepted.

Guru Mahārāja shares some of his memories 
from the early days in Māyāpur
Śrīla Prabhupāda tried to purchase land. But 
for various reasons it did not materialize. It was 
not unusual that the Gaudiy Mutt would not 
cooperate or give him any facility. If the Caitanya 

Mutt would have given him a little place it would 
have been very auspicious. 

Then, a land from Ahmed Sheikh and his brothers 
became available. That was the original piece of 
land that we got. Śrīla Prabhupāda bought two 
strips of land. On the Western strip he had the 
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grass hut built and on the Southern strip he laid 
the foundation stone and established Lord Ananta 
Śeṣa. He personally placed Lord Ananta Śeṣa, 
along with some of his assistants.

Śrīla Prabhupāda invited all his god-brothers. He 
also invited everyone to come and take prasādam. 
Although it was an impromptu arrangement, the 
prasādam was very opulent. There is a picture of 
Śrīla Prabhupāda surrounded by his god-brothers 
in that piece of land where he placed Lord Ananta 
Śeṣa. That place happens to be the area which is 
earmarked for the exhibitions within the Temple 
of Vedic Planetarium.

I was asked to worship the Rādhā Govindā deities 
in Calcutta, so, I was not able to attend all the 
functions. This deity usually accompanied Śrīla 
Prabhupāda wherever he went. However, when he 
arrived in Calcutta, he left the deities there. 

According to Śrīla Prabhupāda’s desire we had a 
goshāla on that plot. It is said that it is auspicious 
to build a temple on a land where there was a 
goshāla, or cows were grazing.

Once, as I was riding the bicycle back to 
the Māyāpur temple someone said, “bachu 
marigyache.” A calf had died. At that time, I 
had just started learning Bengali, so I thought it 
meant that a baby had died. I thought some baby 
ate so much prasādam that his stomach burst or 
something like that. However, it was not bacha 
(baby), but it was bachur (a calf).

One time after the floods, the government gave 
us some soya bulga mix and also some tarpaulin, 
which we used to make a temporary shed which 
was the kitchen. We used the soya and cooked 
some kind of porridge in that kitchen. We used 
to affectionately call it ‘glue’, it was very sticky, and 
the devotees were eating this ‘glue’.



20  Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya

Letter 5th Jan 1972 from Bombay To His Holiness 
Jayapatāka Swāmi in Calcutta

Bombay

My dear Jayapatāka Mahārāja,

Please accept my blessings, I beg to thank you for 
your letter dated 1st January, 1971.

I am very encouraged by your enthusiasm for 
preaching. Your proposal to go for preaching to 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Ceylon, and China is very 
good. So immediately arrange for your Canadian 
citizenship if it will give you more facility to 
preach widely. You are Sannyasi so preach in 
these ways and become parivrajakācārya. It may 
be that very soon I will ask you and Tamala to 
go to Bangladesh for preaching. They must be 
preached that this thinking “I am Hindu” or “I 
am Mohammedan” is not any solution. We want 
unification of Hindu and Muslim; unification of 
all faiths and peoples and the method is being 
done by our Kṛṣṇa Consciousness Movement. 
The intelligentsia and leaders of Bangladesh 
must be preached to and informed of the 
activities of our Society. Kīrtana will soften their 
hearts. So, this proposal of yours for preaching 
is very good.

Please take quotation for the printing of a Bengali 
book--page 5” x 3 1/2”, with very nice paper and 
softbound, about 100 pages long. When I receive 
the quotation, I will send you a Bengali poem that I 
have written on the Bhagavad gītā called Gitargan. 
All the pamphlets and small books which you 
mentioned you would like to print, you may go 
ahead and do so. Try to collect cent percent of 
the funds needed for printing, but I will pay up 
to 50% of the printing costs. So, print these books 
immediately. Send me quotations and descriptions 
of what you want to print. I am prepared to pay 
you up to 50% from the Book Fund.

I am very anxious to know whether we are going 
to have our Māyāpur function. I want very much 
to hold this function this year with all of my 

students, and I ask you to kindly serve me by 
making this possible. It is a very important day, 
and it will be a great service to Śrila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura and to His son Śrila Bhaktisiddhānta 
Sarasvati Thakura. So please arrange for this 
program.

I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swāmi

PS: Tamāla has gotten one letter from Birhārilal 
that there are four mrdangas and twelve pairs of 
karatalas ready for shipment to Madras. We are 
going to hold a very large function in Jaipur and 
are leaving Bombay for Jaipur by the 12th instant. 
So, I think these instruments will be required for 
this program. So please immediately dispatch 
this shipment to Bombay so that we may take the 
instruments with us to Jaipur.

PPS: The Rs. 3200/- requested for the purchase 
of the two bighas of land in Māyāpur has been 
sent by wire to your American Express Banking 
Corporation account no. 090031 in calcutta. 
Please acknowledge receiving it.

ACB

Guru Mahārāja continues narrating his 
memories...
I do not remember Śrīla Prabhupāda telling me to 
get the citizenship of Canada. Good opportunity! 
(laughs)

Finally, I was sent to Bangladesh from Calcutta. 
When Gargamuni went there earlier, he was shot 
at by the Pakistanis. But the Bangladeshis were 
very receptive, and we had some programs there. 
In one of the programs, we had 12 people on the 
dias and each one said the name of water in their 
own language - water, pani, aqua, wasser and so 
on. Then I said, just like there are many names for 
water, there are many names for God. God is one, 
but He has many names, and just as the people 
chant the names of water in different languages, 
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they can chant the names of God. Like this, we 
preached to make people understand that God is 
completely non-sectarian.

We printed the Gitar Gan. It was a poem on 
Bhagavad Gītā by Śrīla Prabhupāda, just as 
the Rām Charita Mānas was composed by 
Tulsidas and is published by the Gītā Press. Śrīla 
Prabhupāda composed this Gitar Gan, a song on 
Gītā in simple language. It was written in such 
a way that it could not be misunderstood as 
something māyāvādī. Gitar Gan was distributed 
throughout Bengal, and for some time, the Gitar 
Gan was also included in the Bhagavad Gītā. The 
Gitar Gan is still distributed. Śrīla Prabhupāda 
was always encouraging us to expand our 
preaching. 

I remember, once there was a tiger in the field 
opposite to the grass hut, and it was visible from 
the grass hut. 

I cannot remember the exact chronology, but for 
some time the Gaura Nitāi deities were with us 
in the grass hut. Then Jananivās had a separate 
temple made for Them. Śrīla Prabhupāda would 
stay at the end of the grass hut, and I was on the 
other side, but I would travel to different parts of 
India. 

Once I went to a place called Bauchihat. There 
at the Apiary Society of India they had bees for 
sale. We bought those bees in special boxes and 
set them up near the grass hut. One day one of the 
cows, Kaamadoot was grazing around the grass 
hut and knocked down the beehive. All the bees 
came out and swarmed into Prabhupāda’s room 
and surrounded him. Then Prabhupāda called 
me, “Jayapatāka…” When I went in, the room 
was filled with bees. We immediately arranged for 
some smoke to drive away the bees. After some 
time, the bees left. Then Śrīla Prabhupāda told me, 
“I think you should keep the bees a little farther 
away.”

A letter from Prabhupāda from Honolulu to H. 
H. Jayapatāka Swāmi in Māyāpur.

17th May 1972

Honolulu

My dear Jayapatāka,

Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of 
your letter dated May 5, 1972, and I have noted 
the contents. Yes, we shall personally supervise 
everything there at Māyāpur, instead of giving 
everything to contractor. The engineer may 
simply see that things are being done properly 
and we shall see that the labor is working 
properly. Purchase first-class building materials, 
then there will be first-class building. So far, 
your recommendation for getting money, this 
arrangement is approved. Accounts and money 
should be in one place. You have already got Rs. 
1,10,000 from me, so if you submit account of this 
expenditure, you will receive more. All collections 
and Life Membership money should go to Bombay 
for deposit in the Building Fund. It is understood 
that Girirāja has asked Bhavananda for the Life 
Membership collections, but Bhavananda has not 
replied. What is the reason? Please do the needful. 
This fund shall never be used for maintenance. If 
there is shortage of maintenance, that fund will be 
also supplied from Bombay.

“Child is the father of man,” so if you can train 
these children in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness by kind 
instruction, feeding them, it will be a great 
service to Lord Caitanya. For the last 50 years 
the Gaudiya Math people are there but their 
relationship with the local inhabitants is not so 
cordial. If we continue this philanthropic work 
to give them enlightenment and food without 
any discrimination, it will be appreciated by all 
people.

This meeting in Navadvīpa was certainly very 
important and I am very much pleased that 
Śriman Acyutananda Mahārāja has established 
our position. Kṛṣṇa will bless him. Let him preach 
in that spirit, that is required. Our mission is to 
establish God-consciousness. We can give more 
information about God from authentic literature. 
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So, every religion has got some relationship with 
God, that is preliminary understanding. But 
actually what is God, how we can understand 
Him, how He is working by His different energies, 
how He is creating, maintaining and annihilating-
-all this information we can give in details, 
therefore anyone who is interested in the matter of 
understanding God, they should give their patient 
hearing to our descriptions. The result will be that 
his faith in God will be increased. In other words, 
if any person who hears from us will become a 
greater lover of God and learn what is the highest 
perfection of life.

Unless it is absolutely necessary, we should not 
purchase land at such high price. For the time 
being we are going to construct the residential 
quarters and then we shall take up the temple 
portion. So, I think we can wait for some time. 
If we become very eager to purchase, naturally 
they would want to raise price. More demand, 
higher price, less demand, lower price. That is 
the economic law. So do the needful according 
to the situation. But things must be done very 
nicely.

Regarding Lalitā Prasād Thakura’s proposal, 
merging is possible in two ways: They become 

merged in our institution, and we make it as one 
of our branches. In that case, as we are supplying 
all necessities to our branches, similarly, this 
branch will be also supported. When there is 
scarcity of money, everything will be provided 
by us. So, in that case the management will be 
under our direction. Otherwise, if they want to 
keep their own identity then there is no other 
alternative than to take the land on lease. They 
can keep aside their portion independently, and 
the land which is given to us on lease, we keep 
ourselves independently. So far our relationship is 
concerned, even though we keep independent of 
one another, there will be no misunderstanding, 
because the central point is Śrīla Bhaktivinoda 
Ṭhākura. Our only ambition is that the birth-site 
of Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura must be gorgeous 
and attractive so that people may come to see 
from all parts of the world. Śrīla Bhaktivinoda 
Ṭhākura is no longer localized. His holy name 
is being expanded along with Lord Caitanya’s. 
So let them understand this point. They are 
occupying the place for more than 50 years and 
none of their men could fulfill the desire of Śrīla 
Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura in the matter of preaching 
in foreign countries. With this spirit we should 
combine. So next you can talk with them on 
this understanding. I can understand also that 
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Lalita Prasad Ṭhākura is very much favorable in 
giving us the concession, but his assistants may 
be hesitating unnecessarily.

Hoping this will meet you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swāmi

ACBS/sda

PS: Gitar Gan should be immediately composed 
where you took quotation before. I had asked for 
it to be composed long ago for sending to Japan, 
but so far no one has done it, I do not know why. 
Anyway, I think the price of the composing was 
only about Rs. 250 or Rs. 300, because the total 
printing cost was Rs. 672/-. Simply get it composed 
and the other things will be done in Japan.

ACB

Guru Mahārāja continues with the narration: 

There are various ways to construct a building. 
One option is to engage a contractor. He will give 

a quotation for the construction, and then we 
pay his bills as the construction work progresses. 
Another option is to have a labour contract 
where we provide the building materials, and the 
labour contractor engages the labour. We have 
to supervise and see that he is doing a good job. 
Prabhupāda preferred to have a labour contract. 
So, we bought first class materials and those 
were put together for the lotus building. The 
cost of constructing the Lotus building was Rs. 
6,25,000. 

Question: Where were all of you living? Did you 
have the boundary wall at that time?

Guru Mahārāja: No, first we constructed the 
Lotus building, then the boundary wall and then 
the round toilet. The round toilet was demolished 
later. It was on the samādhi site. Also, the kitchen 
was by the samādhi site. 

Most of the labourers were Bihāris and residents 
of Uttar Pradesh. Once a black cobra came out of 
the brick pile and all the labourers backed off, no 
one wanted to work. Bhavananda was on the roof, 
and I came down with a shotgun. 
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I asked them, “Where is the snake?” 

They said, “There, there, there…” and they were 
pointing at me. 

I could not see it. I said, “Where? Tell me how 
many feet away from me was it?” 

Then they got confused, then they said, “Twenty-
five feet away.”

Then I saw that it was a big snake. Somebody 
threw a steel iron at the snake and that made it 

angry. It came fast towards me, very fast. I had a 
double barrel shotgun and then I shot! He came 
up hissing, “Shhhh” and I shot another barrel, 
then he fell! 

The locals said that we have to burn it otherwise 
the mate would look into his eyes and see who 
killed him and she would go after him till the end. 
After they burnt the snake the work continued. 

Usually the workers got up early in the morning, 
took their bath and started working. Everyday 
there was some excitement or other, and the 
workers would stop work. They built one floor at 
a time. We provided all the materials, and they 
did the labour. We engaged a civil engineer to 
supervise what they were doing. Yet, they cheated 
us on the sanitary work. Sanitary work should be 
done on lead, but they did it with concrete, so it 
leaked, and that created some bad smell.

Question: Did Guru Mahārāja know Bengali 
by this time? When and how did he learn 
Bengali?

Guru Mahārāja: It took me about two or three 
years to learn Bengali. While giving the class I 
would keep the Bengali book open for reference. 
All day long, I would talk in Bengali. Some things 
I remembered, and some things I learnt.

In Bengali, there are two words, ‘dutta’ and 
‘daata’. To the Westerners, it sounds the same. In 
Bengali, ‘dutta’ means a kind of sticky subji and 
‘daata’ means a donor. So, when I said ‘daata,’ I 
meant one thing and they understood the other 
thing. Apart from some details like that, generally 
I could be understood. But the Biharis spoke 
mainly Hindi. So, I also learnt Hindi. ‘Aap kaise 
hain?’ ‘Kahaan jaate hain?’ ‘Kyaa kaam karenge?’

Śrīla Prabhupāda ki jai!
Guru Mahārāja ki jai !





His Holiness Jayapatāka Swāmi always followed 
whatever Śrīla Prabhupāda told him. We have seen 
how he preaches all over the world. In the early days 
of ISKCON, in Māyāpur there was just construction 
activity and no preaching. Nobody ever came here. 
Just a few people came during Gaura Pūrnima to 
visit the temples, other than that nobody came. 
Śrīla Prabhupāda always gave importance to work 
and service - being active in Kṛṣṇa consciousness.

Jayapatāka Swāmi Mahārāja told me that one time 
he was sitting in the temple room and chanting. 
When Śrīla Prabhupāda came, he asked him, 
“What are you doing?” 

Jayapatāka Swāmi told him, “I want to chant 
32 rounds.” 

Śrīla Prabhupāda said, “Get to 
work! Chant 16 rounds then get 
to work.” Jayapatāka Swāmi 
took that very seriously, we 
can see that in his life. 

Many people cannot 
understand Jayapatāka 
Swāmi Mahārāja, for 
many reasons, especially 
some of his American 
god brothers. Because he 
has become so much of a 
Bengali, they do not know 
how he thinks. For example, 
in every country the jokes are 
different. He would tell some joke 

and laugh and laugh, while everybody else would 
be waiting and wondering as to what the joke is. 
To understand his jokes, you have to know the 
Bengali culture.

He set an example for how one should always 
be engaged. For this reason, he was dear to Śrīla 
Prabhupāda. We often hear the verse, ‘yare dekha 
tare kaha ‘Kṛṣṇa’-upadesa.’ Śrīla Prabhupāda said 
that is the most important sloka. Wherever we 
go, whomever we meet, tell them about Kṛṣṇa, 
over and over again. That is the real purpose 
of our mission. The more we do that, Śrīla 

He is the champion !
His Holiness Kavīchandra Swāmi gave a talk at the weekly 
JSSS meeting at Māyāpur on April 12th, 2018
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Prabhupāda is happier and gives us empowerment 
to be more effective.

Caitanya-caritāmṛta says that no one can 
understand the activities of a pure devotee, except 
another pure devotee. He may appear like a crazy 
person sometimes. In India Lord Caitanya is still 
not well known. Even among the people who 
know about Him, many do not think He is God. 
They think He is a great saintly person who had 
some disease and would often fall unconscious. 
Even Lord Caitanya said that about Himself. 
When He fell down unconscious while leaving 

Vrindavan, some Muslim people came and they 
accused His associates of poisoning Him or 
drugging Him to steal His money. When He came 
back to consciousness, they told Him, “These 
people drugged You to rob You.” Mahāprabhu 
clarified to them, “No, these are My friends. I 

have some disease, like epilepsy, that is why I was 
unconscious, and they are My well-wishers.” But 
He did not have any disease. He was perfectly 
aware of everything. People cannot understand 
the very advanced devotees, and sometimes even 
devotees cannot understand them. But we have 
to look for such advanced devotees, hear from 
them and serve them. The main service we can 
do is to spread their message, in whatever way 
we can.

Jayapatāka Swāmi is very innovative in coming up 
with ways to spread Śrīla Prabhupāda’s message. 

A lot has been done in congregational preaching 
through the Bhakti vṛksha. Does anybody know 
how it started? There is a Christian group, they 
call it “cell preaching.” Not a ‘Jail’ cell but like the 
cells of your body. Their idea is to have a small 
group that meets regularly, so they become very 
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intimate friends. His mother gave him the book, 
‘Knocking on Doors, Opening Hearts.’ She said, 
“This is what you should do!” He studied it and 
came up with the name of Bhakti vṛksha, instead 
of cells. The Christians call their individual leaders 
as shepherd leaders, just as the shepherd takes care 
of sheep, goats and calves, guiding and protecting 
them. He changed that to ‘servant leaders.’

Now the Bhakti vṛksha is so big all over the world. 
We have to pick up this concept and do the same 
thing and find new ways to do the same thing. 
The environments change all the time, different 
countries, even in the same place things change 
so much. We have to find ways to engage people. 
It is the instruction from our disciplic succession 
(ācāryas) to continue spreading Lord Caitanya’s 
message. Lord Caitanya was always spreading 
the holy name, teaching Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam and 
He exhibited transcendental ecstasy to attract 
everyone. 

Jayapatāka Mahārāja, understood that all the 
devotees are dear to Kṛṣṇa and Śrīla Prabhupāda. 
So, he took devotee care very seriously. We all have 
different needs, but everybody needs spiritual 
guidance. Some people need mental care, some 
people need physical care more than others, but 
everybody needs basic care. If somebody is sick, 
we have to take care of them. All of us need to 
imbibe that mood. Even in the Bible it says, 
“Whatever you do to the least of these (brothers 
and sisters of Mine) you do for Me!”

One of Rādhānāth Swāmi’s disciples was getting 
married, the mataji he was getting married to 
was very dear to Rādhānāth Swāmi. He told his 
disciple, “However you treat her, you are treating 
me.” So, his disciple was very careful about how 
he behaves with his wife. That is the principle. 
However you are treating your godbrother or 
any other devotees, you are treating your guru or 
Kṛṣṇa. It is important to keep that in mind. 

To blaspheme or criticize a devotee is the number 
one offense and serving devotees is the number 
one service. Lord Caitanya says, “vaiṣṇava-sevā, 

nāma-saṅkīrtana dui kara, śīghra pābe śrī-kṛṣṇa-
caraṇa.” First is ‘vaiṣṇava-sevā’. You should also 
include ‘nāma-saṅkīrtana,’ which is chanting for 
the pleasure of all the devotees. ‘śighra’ means 
quick, you get the lotus feet of Kṛṣṇa very quickly, 
because that is what Kṛṣṇa likes. He likes when we 
serve the devotees and spread the glories of the 
devotees, Kṛṣṇa and guru; it is most pleasing to 
Kṛṣṇa. We do not have to physically be with the 
guru all the time. We have to render service to 
other devotees also, that is more pleasing to the 
guru as well. Then the guru reveals himself more 
and more, just like Kṛṣṇa reveals Himself.

If we say, “I love Kṛṣṇa, but I do not like other 
devotees.” or “I love my guru, but I don’t like 
my godbrothers.” That is not pleasing to guru or 
Kṛṣṇa. We can be attracted to certain devotees, 
we like to take their association because of their 
mood and the services they render, that is good. 
Then we can do more service because we are a 
‘lined-up team.’ Anyway, guru is acintya tattva, 
inconceivable. 

Are there any questions? You do not have to be 
shy, there is no wrong question because if you are 
enquiring anything about Kṛṣṇa it is auspicious 
and good. We must take the shelter of a guru, so 
you must take initiation, that is the first step.

Kṛṣṇa is light, māya is darkness; when you chant 
the lights come on. Even if there are no other light 
bulbs but when we chant the eyes open internally 
and we see Kṛṣṇa as we keep chanting. When 
Gaurakiśora dāsa Bābājī’s eyes were going bad, 
Bhakti Vinod Ṭhākur told him, “My son will take 
you to Calcutta to get some medical treatment.” 
He said “I will never go to the material world - 
Calcutta. I do not need these eyes to see Kṛṣṇa.” We 
cannot see Kṛṣṇa with our eyes, we see Kṛṣṇa with 
our ears. Similarly, we do not see the real Māyāpur 
with our eyes. We see the place, but it is through 
the ears that we really see Māyāpur. In Vṛndāvana 
also, we see the Kṛṣṇa līla still going on, we do not 
see the trucks, buses and all that stuff. 

Does anybody have a question? 
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Question: Hare Kṛṣṇa mahārāj, Daṇḍavat Praṇām. 
When we are trying to serve guru and Kṛṣṇa, māya 
is creating many problems and obstacles. Please 
give some specific instructions by which we can 
overcome those obstacles.

Answer: If māya is not giving you trouble then 
you better check, because it indicates that you are 
not doing anything. Never quit, keep trying and 
cry for help, cry to Kṛṣṇa. Śrīla Prabhupāda was 
the perfect example. He went to America with 
no money. We always heard he had forty rupees 
but now some people say he did not even have 
that. Even if he had forty rupees, it is useless in 
America. But he went like that, and he had no 
friends there. 

We can see the way Jayapatāka Mahārāja keeps 
going, compared to him we do not have any 

challenges. Even before this stroke he had a lot of 
challenges, he was travelling to so many countries. 
I heard him say once during the parikrama, “I am 
physically challenged, so I cannot dance but I 
am very happy to see you dance.” He never quits, 
even when he is practically unconscious in the 
hospital he somehow preaches and he accepts 
more and more challenges, and more disciples. 
He tries to attend all the meetings. That should 
inspire all of us; it inspires me. If we have a little 
headache or cold many of us would tell, “Oh! I 
cannot do anything today. I am tired, I cannot 
get up early in the morning.” But he is the perfect 
example of uninterrupted and unmotivated 
service. Unmotivated does not mean you do not 
want to do anything, but you are not after material 
rewards not even spiritual rewards; you just want 
to share Kṛṣṇa consciousness with others and 
inspire them. Never give up! Just keep trying! 



Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya  29

Pray for help, ask someone else to help whenever 
you need. 

Even in the material world, every successful 
person or one who invents something, faces so 
many obstacles, but they never gave up or quit. 
Everybody knows Steve Jobs of Apple computers, 
right? After he quit university, he was trying to 
make a small computer. I saw that the first computer 
filled up the whole room at the university, and 
those computers, could not do very much. When 
Steve was making a home computer everybody 
told him, “You are crazy! Who would want a 
computer in their house?” He said, “Nobody has 
ever seen one, that is why they do not want one.” 
Now everyone has a computer in their house. 
Everyone has a computer in their pocket. Most of 
the watches are computers. Those watches can do 
much more than the big computers of the earlier 
times could do. Even a Casio watch which costs 
four or five hundred rupees is more powerful than 
those old computers. So, keep trying, it is not how 
many times you fail but how many times you try 
again that matters; not how many times you fall 
but how many times you get up, always try one 
more time! One of the big boxing champions in 
the early days of America was asked, “How do 
you become a champion?” He said, “You just keep 
fighting until you win!”

Look for such role models in our movement, they 
are the champions. When I met Hridayānanda 
Mahārāja I told him, “Jayapatāka Mahārāja sends 
his greetings!” He said “Aaah! He has no bodily 
consciousness. Unbelievable...” 

Do not quit, a quitter never wins, and a winner 
never quits! The United States marine corps are 
considered the toughest fighters, they say, “When 
the going gets tough, the tough get going.” When it 
is very difficult, those who are tough work harder. 
So, chant, pray, read Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books and 
Kṛṣṇa will help you.

Question: When someone cannot or fails to follow 
Guru Mahārāja’s personal instruction properly, 
what should he do?

Answer: You keep trying and you will make 
it. In his first meeting with his guru, Śrīla 
Prabhupāda was told, even before he finished 
paying obeisance, to preach in the west. He was 
constantly thinking about how to do it. We heard 
about this from a paṇḍit at Shāntipur. That was 
the last place he went before he got on the boat. 
This pujari never talked to Śrīla Prabhupāda, but 
he noted that he would come many times and he 
would just chant and cry and chant. When he 
saw Śrīla Prabhupāda the last time before he left 
for America, he asked him, “Who are you?” Śrīla 
Prabhupāda was a sannyasi by then. He said, “My 
guru has given me an impossible mission and I 
am just begging for help.” That was his mood - 
complete humility. 

Taking shelter of a guru does not mean that you 
just live in his house, and eat his food, it means, 
you take the instructions and execute. We are 
told that whatever instruction we get, it comes 
with the power to do it. Easy come, easy go, easy 
things you can get quickly. But big things like 
being a good servant, being surrendered, that 
does not happen so quickly. If you want a new 
motor bike or if you want a wife, you can get 
quickly. If you want real love for Kṛṣṇa, you have 
to work for it. Not many disciples get personal 
instructions from the guru. If you do receive 
personal instructions, then no matter how 
difficult it seems, you should be very happy and 
pray that you can follow it. We all have the general 
instructions, follow the regulative principles, 
chant your japa, read Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books, 
distribute his books. I never got any personal 
instruction. But I took it very personally when 
my guru said, “Distribute books.” Gradually I 
understood that the different decisions that I 
made, were actually instructions from my guru -  
go to this country or that country. 

I am still trying to accomplish something in 
Japan, little by little we are making some progress, 
but Kṛṣṇa sees it. When you do anything, He 
appreciates the effort. In the very beginning in 
Bombay, Girirāj and other devotees would go 
everyday by bus into the city. When Girirāj Swāmi 
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came back Śrīla Prabhupāda asked, “How was 
the preaching today?” Girirāj said, “It was very 
bad, nobody took life membership, nobody is 
interested.” Then Śrīla Prabhupāda said, “Did you 
try very hard?” Girirāj said, “Yes, I tried very hard.” 
Śrīla Prabhupāda replied, “Very good, Kṛṣṇa likes 
the effort you made.” If you are always trying, then 
you are succeeding, the success may not come 
immediately. Really big things do not happen so 
quickly. We are aiming for the highest mountain - 
real love for Kṛṣṇa, it is not cheap. When I started 
going to the temple, the temple president said 
so many times, “Kṛṣṇa is not cheap.” You have 
to pay the price; you have to try even if it seems 
impossible. Kṛṣṇa will give.

Question: What does surrender mean and how 
can we apply surrender in our life?

Answer: There are six symptoms of surrender 
mentioned by Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākur. Basically 
it means doing what Kṛṣṇa tells you, give up trying 
to do it by yourself knowing that Kṛṣṇa is the 
supreme maintainer. In the Bhagavad gītā Text 15.5 
the process for surrender is defined very nicely:

nirmāna-mohā jita-saṅga-doṣā
adhyātma-nityā vinivṛtta-kāmāḥ
dvandvair vimuktāḥ sukha-duḥkha-saṁjñair
gacchanty amūḍhāḥ padam avyayaṁ tat

Translation: Those who are free from false prestige, 
illusion and false association, who understand the 
eternal, who are done with material lust, who are 
freed from the dualities of happiness and distress, 
and who, unbewildered, know how to surrender 
unto the Supreme Person attain to that eternal 
kingdom. (BG 15.5)

In the purport Śrīla Prabhupāda says, “The 
surrendering process is described here very 
nicely.” We know the six symptoms of surrender 
from many Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākur songs. Just 
realize that you cannot defeat māya on your own. 
You have to take shelter of Kṛṣṇa and guru, which 
means that you do what they say. Just give it up. 
When you quit trying to do it yourself, Kṛṣṇa will 
help you. 

Thank you very much.


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Question: Hare Kṛṣṇa dear Gurudevā! When we preach to people, some people take up the process 
and many people just go away. How can we be detached from the results of preaching? How to 
understand if the spiritual master is pleased with our efforts?

Answer: Kṛṣṇa is in everyone’s heart as the Supersoul, or Paramātmā, the Christians know Him as 
the Holy Ghost. While preaching, one is actually talking through the Paramātmā in the heart of the 
living entity to the spirit soul.  With the help of the Paramātmā we want to help the  jīva get out of 
his illusion. The word preaching has kind of a negative connotation. The word in Sanskrit or Bengali 
is pracāra. Pracāra means to glorify the Lord and the process of His devotional service. It is encouraging 
someone to take up devotional service. Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Prabhupāda Ṭhākura said that there 
is no scarcity in the material world, there is only scarcity of devotional service. Everywhere you go you 
see this scarcity. People work so hard to win some athletic competition, or to get some academic degree, 
or to get a raise. If they take just a little effort to serve Kṛṣṇa, they would be able to perfect their lives. 
Who remembers any athletic event that happened five years ago? Some people leave the sport, and some 
people break their bones and die. But if we render some devotional service, we never lose the result, it 
stays with us life after life. But all the material things that we achieve in this life we have to leave behind 

Your questions answered
Detachment from results of preaching, chanting in all situations, 
being determined to spread the message, Krsna Consciousness 
is a step by step process, austerity for self realization, etc
The following are excerpts from the question and answer sessions after lectures by Guru Mahārājā at 
various locations
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us. Even if we earn millions of dollars, we cannot take one paisa, or one cent, to the next birth. But any 
devotional service we do, stays to our credit. If we have enough credit, we leave this material world and 
go back to the spiritual world where we can serve the Lord constantly, where there is no birth, death, old 
age or disease. Hare Kṛṣṇa!

(Question and answer session with His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi Mahārāja on February 19th, 2019, in 
Kolkata, India.)

Question: Sometimes when I am sick, I find it difficult to chant. How much harder it must be when 
it is time to leave the body? How to chant or do devotional service when the body is not feeling up 
to it?

Answer: Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura, liked to walk when he chanted. He was very active; he 
didn’t like sitting and chanting. He would walk, pace back and forth while chanting. As far as chanting 
while leaving our body,  Kṛṣṇa helps us at that time.  We should practice chanting in all situations 
because the time of death is of course the most difficult time. I went to a dentist, he said, “The greatest 
suffering is experienced with kidney stones, childbirth, dying and dental [surgeries]! Welcome to 
your dentist!!” [laughter] He said that dying is one of the most difficult times. That is why we need to 
practice chanting now, so that we can chant at the time when we leave our body. But even if we cannot, 
if we had remained good and chanted all through our life; at the time of leaving our body, Kṛṣṇa will 
help us. We could remember Tapta Kāñcana Gaurāṅgī.

(Question and answer session with His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi Mahārāja on January 14th, 2019, in 
Chennai, India)

Question: When we are preaching, we feel very low if not many people come? How do we keep the 
mood of preaching always high?

Answer: You see someone looked through the window when Śrīla Prabhupāda started preaching in 
New York in the store front in Matchless Gifts. He saw Prabhupāda waving his hands and speaking 
very emphatically. He thought there must be a big crowd there. He opened the door and went in. But 
there was no one there! NO ONE! ONLY PRABHUPĀDA! ‘Prabhupāda, there is no one here!’ ‘No,’ 
Prabhupāda said. ‘There is Narada muni, so many different devas.’ When you are doing an outreach 
program do not think ‘oh, only a few people came’. All the devas, all the great souls, they are present to 
watch you preach! Prabhupāda preached like that, but he attracted so many souls to come. Years ago 
when we came to the Hyderabad temple, very few people - around 20-30 people would come for the 
class. Look how many people are here now! So, we should be determined to keep spreading the message 
and more and more people will understand that we are very sincere. We should not be attached to the 
fruits of our work. We should think how we can improve, how we can bring more people, we should not 
be discouraged. Maybe a few years ago Radheyshyam prabhu had a few students, but recently he brought 
900 students to Māyapur!

(Question and answer session with His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi Mahārāja on 9th June, 2019 Hyderabad, 
India)

Question: It is very difficult to stay focused on the goal of going back to Kṛṣṇa. Although I try 
reading and also experience suffering but how do I increase my focus?
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Answer: Kṛṣṇa consciousness is a gradual process. We start with faith ‘ādau śraddhā’. Then we hear from 
the authorities and we start associating with devotees, then we start to practice Kṛṣṇa consciousness, and 
take initiation. Then we start to eliminate the anarthās and get fixed in bhaktī. In this way we gradually 
develop a taste or rūchi. We become very attached to Kṛṣṇa and then we come to the stage of ecstatic 
love for Kṛṣṇa. Then when we see Kṛṣṇa we get pure love of Kṛṣṇa. As your affection and love for Kṛṣṇa 
increases, you will not ask such questions. You will think, how could I live for so long without having 
the association of my wonderful Lord? I am not this body; I am a living force which is a part of Kṛṣṇa. 
I am known as the jīva śakti. At the time Sanātana Goswamī met Lord Caitanya, he was the prime 
minister of the empire of Hussain Shāh. Yet, he said that people call me a great paṇḍit but actually I am 
a fool because I do not know what I am supposed to do, I do not know who I am. So please enlighten 
me. Lord Caitanya told him, “jīvera ‘svarūpa’ haya kṛṣṇera ‘nitya-dāsa.” The meaning is that the living 
entity is eternally the servant of the Supreme Lord. When we realize that, we will not think it is hard to 
follow guru, Gaurānga or Kṛṣṇa. It is a gradual process, and you have to go step by step. When Parīkṣit 
Mahārāja was hearing the 10th canto of the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam he had vowed that he would not eat or 
sleep before hearing the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam. I guess at least five days had gone by that stage. Now what 
would we ask? I have to have a drink; can I sleep? But what did he say? Tell me some more about my 
wonderful Lord. Tell me what did my wonderful Lord do? Tell me more, tell me more. He was so eager. 
We have to develop that enthusiasm to hear about the Lord.

(Question and answer session with His Holiness Jayapatākā Swāmi Mahārāja on 2nd July 2018, Chennai, 
India)

Question: When we are new devotees we attend all the temple programs. But as we advance further, 
we neglect the programs. Why does this negligence come?

Answer: I always remember, how blissfully I was cleaning the temple floor, wiping the floor, chanting Hare 
Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/ Hare Rāma, Hare Rāma, Rāma Rāma, Hare Hare. I used to 
cut vegetables, wash the potatoes and sweep the floor and do different services. All the time I would be 
thinking about the class I had heard. I would just chant Hare Kṛṣṇa. I could do all these as the mind was 
very free and very light. But then very soon after about four or five or six months, my authorities said, 
“Now, you have to do accounts,” or, “Now you have to take this responsibility, now you have to do that 
responsible work. Now you are initiated, you cannot just cut the vegetables, you have to cook the offering.”

And then I found that gradually the services became more complicated. Sometimes, I remember, for 
the Sunday feast I would get up at 3 o’clock in the morning and chant my rounds before the mangala 
ārti. I was in Montreal temple as a priest, the president and cook. There were only four devotees. I had 
to do almost all the duties. I would get up early chant my rounds, and do mangalā ārti. The other 
devotees would do the rest of the morning program. The whole morning I would be cooking, twenty 
five preparation feast. Then finally at 11 o’clock, the huge feast for four hundred people would be ready. 
I would bring it out to the altar and offer it to the deities. The whole morning I would be so busy. Then 
finally I would organise the lecture for the visitors and distribute prasadam.

Like this we got involved in so many different activities. I used to think, it was so much more simple 
when I was a bhakta, just cleaning the floor. I did not have to worry about so many things. Now there are 
so many anxieties, how to pay the rent, how to finish this service in time, and so on. When we take up 
our devotional service considering, “Kṛṣṇa is mine, and I am Kṛṣṇa’s,” we take up Kṛṣṇa’s interests as our 
interests. If we take up our service with that kind of interest and concentration - that is yukta vairāgya. 
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That is also renunciation in an integrated manner. For those type of emergency situations that come up 
from time to time it is not actually a problem.

Sometimes a person gets into a certain habit of “emergencies” and later even when there is no emergency, 
the mind thinks, “Oh! What is the need of going to ārati now. Let me go out and get something to drink 
or let me sit and talk to someone.” That type of negligence comes in because the mind is very difficult 
to control. Now if we get into the regular habit of attending the program it is easy to control the mind. 
When we get more freedom due to responsibility, then we will be able to control the mind with the 
intelligence very carefully. We should see that we are not unnecessarily skipping or missing out on our 
devotional practices when there is no emergency. When there is no special service, there is no reason 
why should one miss the mangalā ārti or come late. Or why should they miss even going to the evening 
ārati? If they do not have any specific service to do, they should go to the temple and attend ārati.

Sometimes presidents and temple commanders are there to help the devotees make the right decision. 
But the senior devotees have to judge themselves which is the priority. The devotees who are supervising 
others have to see whether they are taking the proper decisions.

But as we grow in our devotional service and take more responsibilities, sometimes there may be 
justifiable reasons for missing some temple program. Yes, that might happen.

Just like one mataji is at the book table now. Since so many guests are coming, she has to be selling books. 
But she is also listening to the class. One person has to sit here and one person has to sit there. Similarly 
someone has to stay in the kitchen and cook prasādam which is waiting for all of you to take as soon 
as the class is over. But if a person takes that independence that is given and misuses it, then māya will 
engage him in thinking how to be comfortable, and how to have sense gratification. Then they miss the 
whole point. And they will not get the benefit of devotional service. So we have to be very careful.

The new bhaktās should be very glad that their sādhana program is very rigid and regulated, and they are 
living with good habits. So when they are given more freedom to decide, they make the right decision 
and always decide to do the thing which is most Kṛṣṇa conscious for them.

(Question and answer taken from Your Question answered of Sri Guru mukha Padma vakya – April 1995) 

Question: Why is it so difficult for us to remember that we are not to be really involved in material 
activities?

Answer: M-A-Y-A. It is māya. Māya’s job is to keep us covered up, to make us forget our relationship 
with Kṛṣṇa. That is the conditioning. Yet the human being has the intelligence, the potential, to cross 
over Māya. But in order to do that, like we read this morning in the Bhāgavatam, seventh canto, one has 
to perform austerities, penances and sacrifices. By performing tapasyā we will be able to maintain our 
transcendental knowledge. Through tapasyā we can achieve self-realization.

But when we gradually decrease our austerities, penances, and sacrifice of chanting and performing 
devotional service, then māya gets the opportunity to cover up our intelligence again and engage us in 
material activity. So actually tapasyā or austerities are essential. That’s why rising up in the morning, 
attending the morning program, chanting our rounds, reading, all these things are a vaccine, a protection 
for us to stay out of Māya. We have to go on practicing tapasyā.
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Hiraṇyakaśipu declared, “No one should perform any austerities, sacrifices or any penances except 
for me. Let everyone enjoy.” For some he was a great leader, they liked him. When Narasimha deva 
appeared, many followers of Hiraṇyakaśipu attacked Him, thinking, “You are killing our popular leader.” 
But the great sages and rishis were all overjoyed, and they said that he had banned tapasyā, and had 
been torturing the saintly people. Thus the people in general had forgotten their spiritual identity, and 
Narasimhadeva had come to firmly establish that everyone has to perform tapasyā and achieve self-
realization. They had to perform some austerity for the purpose of realizing themselves.

In the Western society, the concept of austerity is not very much promoted. It is promoted in a perverted 
sense. If somebody runs a marathon or someone becomes a great sports man, everyone appreciates his 
austerities. When a scientist has worked day and night and discovered some cure for a disease, he is 
awarded the Nobel prize. But austerity is really meant for self-realization and that is not appreciated. 
People don’t think about that – it just does not cross their mind. And what the Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
movement is really contributing to this Western culture, is the information that we should perform some 
austerity for the purpose of self-realization. We should voluntarily restrict or restrain ourselves in order 
to reach higher levels of consciousness. When we do not do that, māya covers us, and that is basically 
the problem.

(Question and answer taken from Your Question answered of Sri Guru mukha Padma vakya – April 1995) 





36  Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya

Prabhupāda was very emphatic, that in Māyāpur 
all the devotees should take prasādam together. 
Sometimes, devotees like to take their prasādam 
alone or in small groups. Kṛṣṇa would sit with 
His cowherd boys and take prasādam. To have 
prasādam with the devotees is very pleasing to 
Kṛṣṇa and it is purifying. It astonished us and 
it seemed like a very insignificant thing. But 
Prabhupāda said, “It is preferable if everyone takes 
prasādam together.” Sometimes, he had special 
system called ‘daoya’, where groups of devotees, 
about twelve at a time would have prasādam at a 
time, and hot chapattis and hot dal were served 
right off the fire.

Śrila Prabhupāda also impressed upon us the 
importance of coming together to hear the 
Śrimad-Bhagvatam from the devotees. In the class 
we hear and discuss, then some more advanced 
devotee may bring out some points at the end of 
class or ask a question which is illuminating to the 
others, and there is an energy when something 
is discussed with many devotees. Kṛṣṇa says that 
there are many places where He is not present, but 
the one place where He is present is where His 
devotees have assembled together to discuss His 
glories.

Nectarian Showers
Excerpts of various spiritual topics taken from the lectures 
of Śrīla Gurudevā

Hearing Śrimad-Bhāgavatam 
together

(An excerpt from Guru Mahārāja’s 
Śrimad Bhāgavatam class at New 

Orleans, USA on September 18th, 1984)



Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya  37

Meeting a pure devotee 
is Kṛṣṇa ’s mercy

(An excerpt from Guru 
Mahārāja’s Śrimad 

Bhāgavatam class at 
Toronto, Canada on  

April 6th, 1983)

Nārada muni took compassion on Dhruva 
Mahārāja and advised him. This is actually what 
one needs from the sādhu. This is the natural 
reciprocation.

Nārada Muni’s advice was offered freely to 
Dhruva Mahārāja. Not like the professional yogis 
who come to the west, “You want any mantra, any 
advice, then you have to pay first. All major credit 
cards are accepted, pay first, talk later.” Once a 
magician came to the New Orleans temple and he 
became a devotee. One day he showed up dressed 
like a sadhu, and he was making ashes come from 
his hands, piles of ashes. He was creating things 
out of the air, like the yogis. The only difference 
was that he did not claim that he was God. He 
only claimed that he was a magician.

When Nārada muni came, he saw Dhruva, who 
was asking the lions, the trees, everyone and 
everything, “Are you God? Are you Bhagavān?” 
Because he had no idea who and what was 
Bhagavān. His mother had said, “The sages go to 
the forest and look for Bhagavān. Therefore you go 
to the forest, and you will find Bhagavān.” So, he 

was searching in the forest everywhere, “Where’s 
Bhagavān?” “Are you Bhagavān? You?” He did not 
know anymore, whether Bhagavān was two feet or 
five feet, or whether He was blue, green or what. 
He only knew that God was there somewhere. 
Exactly who God was or what He was, what He 
looked like, only ideas. He was just looking for 
Bhagavān.

He was a kṣatriya. Kṣatriya are very determined, 
nothing can stop them. This was a great 
opportunity for Dhruva, because Kṛṣṇa sent His 
pure devotee Nārada as the guru. When a soul 
is sincerely looking for the truth, even though 
he may not have any clue, but sincerely wants to 
know, what is the highest truth? What is the real 
existence? What is ‘janmādy asya yatah’? What 
is the cause from which everything is coming? 
What’s the ‘sarva kārana kāranam’? Then Kṛṣṇa 
sends the spiritual advisor, the spiritual master, 
His devotee, so that the fallen soul can get 
information about Kṛṣṇa. It is not a coincidence; 
it is the mercy of Kṛṣṇa that one is able to meet a 
pure devotee and accept instructions from such a 
pure devotee.
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There’s Nothing but Kṛṣṇa
(An excerpt from Guru 

Mahārāja’s Śrimad Bhāgavatam 
class at Bhaktivedanta Manor, 
UK on September 20th, 1989)

I remember one time when Śrīla Prabhupāda was 
giving a lecture on Queen Kuṇtī, in Māyāpur, 
he was talking on the verse ‘niskincana gocara’. 
Kṛṣṇa is only known by those who have nothing. 
Śrīla Prabhupāda explained how wonderful it is 
to have nothing and he made a facial expression 
… “How wonderful it is … to have nothing.” It 
was so expressive, it sounded very deep. Having 
nothing does not mean, of course, in an external 
sense, but actually realizing that everything is 
Kṛṣṇa’s; that there is nothing but Kṛṣṇa. Kṛṣṇa’s 
energy and Kṛṣṇa. That everything is the property 
of Kṛṣṇa.



Consciously engage 
in spiritual life.

(An excerpt from Guru 
Mahārāja’s Śrimad 

Bhāgavatam class at 
Bangalore, India on 

September 26th, 1985)

A devotee should always try to hear about spiritual 
matters and always utilize his time in chanting the 
holy name of the Lord. His behavior should always 
be straightforward and simple, and although 
he is not envious but friendly to everyone, he 
should avoid the company of persons who are not 
spiritually advanced. Well, this is a very nice verse 
which tells the devotees what the priorities are for 
advancing in spiritual life. This type of very useful, 
good, instructions are found throughout the 

Śrimad Bhāgavatam and the Bhagvad Gītā. They 
are practical guidelines on how one should act. 
One should try to follow these guidelines given by 
the Śrimad Bhāgavatam. 

A devotee is not merely a sentimentalist, who 
does not try to follow the scriptures. One should 
actually try to implement the guidelines given 
by the Śrimad Bhāgavatam. Here it is advised 
that one should always try to hear about spiritual 
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matters. It is said that the symptom of pure 
devotional service is when one spontaneously 
finds that his consciousness is fixed as soon as 
there is a glorification of Kṛṣṇa and His devotees. 
When one’s mind does not wander away but 
remains fixed while hearing those transcendental 
vibrations. That is a symptom of being in the 
perfectional stage.

Here we are told that even if one is not in that 
stage, where one’s consciousness is spontaneously 
attracted to hearing about Kṛṣṇa, still one should 
always try to hear about spiritual matters. It may be 
that when one hears the news broadcast or sees a 
newspaper, one is spontaneously attracted to read 
the news for one hour or half hour. But when it is 
time for the Bhagavad Gītā or the Bhāgavatam class 
or when it is time to sit and read the scriptures one 
finds that the mind is wandering away in different 
directions. One may find such reverse symptoms in 
oneself. Nonetheless one should make a conscious 
effort to try to hear spiritual matters. Just as it is 
said in the Vedas ‘Subhasya śīghram’. One should 
do the auspicious things today, and those things 
that are ashuba, or inauspicious, one should do 
tomorrow, or later. One should always prefer to 
take up the spiritual duties first, and then after that 
if one has to do any other type of duty, then one 
can do them subsequently. The scriptures tell how 
one should try to do things. 

Sometimes when we ask people, “Why don’t you 
come to the temple?” 

They say, “If the Lord takes me then I will go.” 

“Why don’t you come to class?” 

“Well, if I get dragged to class then I will go.” 

No, that is not the way to think, we should try. 
By the law of karma, we will be dragged to death. 
By the law of karma, we will be dragged here and 
there, to fulfil our various material desires. That 
will happen automatically, but by the law of karma 
no one is dragged to Kṛṣṇa. We have to desire to go 
to Kṛṣṇa. We have to consciously will to engage in 

spiritual life, and then we can counteract karma. If 
we are waiting for the flow to take us, it will most 
probably not take us to Kṛṣṇa, it will take us to 
where our previous births have dictated that we 
should be taken. The only exception in this case is 
that sometimes by the prayers, desires, good wishes 
of a devotee of Kṛṣṇa, we are brought to Kṛṣṇa, 
even though we should not have the opportunity 
according to our karma. Similarly, by rendering 
some devotional service in the past, we may again 
and again be given some opportunity to render 
devotional service. We should take it up, and go for 
it. When the opportunity comes knocking at our 
doors, we should not take some kind of abstract 
impersonal viewpoint. We should personally take 
the opportunity, try and be Kṛṣṇa conscious.



40  Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya

We should surrender and be good 
instruments. We are not machines; we are 
personal instruments. We have to give our 
mind, words, and deeds in His service. It 
is under pressure that devotion becomes 
more intense. Between iron and steel, 
which is stronger? Steel is subjected to a 
high temperature then put in water and 
heated again and made harder and harder 

by repeated pressure. Similarly, a devotee who goes through many obstacles becomes stronger.

Which army is stronger – a peacetime army or a wartime army? A peacetime army simply drink 
and sit around, thinking of things to do. But during the wartime, heroes are made. No obstacle 
means no heroes. Obstacles enable devotees to qualify themselves, more and more. But we should 
not create any obstacles for ourselves. When an obstacle comes, which is beyond our control, we 
take it as the mercy of Kṛṣṇa. We try to use our full intelligence, words and deeds to somehow or 
another cross over the obstacle and preach Kṛṣṇa consciousness.

No obstacles, no heros!
(An excerpt from  

Guru Mahārāja’s lecture at Mexico  
on October 3rd, 1981)
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There is a very nice book 
written by one of our previous 
āchāryas, Śrila Vishwanath 
Chakravarti Ṭhākur, called 
Mādhurya Kadamabani. Śrila 
Prabhupāda recommended 
this book for devotees. It 
describes the different stages 
of anartha nivṛthi, getting rid 
of the disturbances to bhakti. 
One of them is 
called ghana-tal or 
thick and thin. The 
aspiring devotees 
sometimes feels 
very enthusiastic in 
devotional service 
and sometimes 
very depressed, a 
lack of enthusiasm. 
Sometimes thick 
and sometimes thin. 
Due to material 
attachments and 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
sometimes one’s 
e n t h u s i a s m 
is diluted and 
becomes thinned 
out. Another one 
is called akham. A devotee 
makes promise today, “I am going to do it today. 
I will chant my rounds very well today. I will 
rise early tomorrow.” Like this he makes a strong 
determination about so many things, but when 
the time comes, he fails to keep them up.

The other one is called ranga-rangini. When one 
becomes a devotee, then along with it comes 
respect, honour, distinction and many other 
facilities to do devotional service. So when one 
gets these things and begins to enjoy them, they 
can be a source of disturbance. One could neglect 
his devotional service for enjoying respect and 

the other benefit of being a devotee. Bhakti is like 
an ocean- deep, with many waves on the surface. 
It is more important to go deep into the ocean 
of bliss and realize the transcendental ecstasy. 
Instead of diving deep into the ocean of bliss and 
realizing the transcendental ecstasy, one could be 
light weight and just play on the waves. This is 
called ranga rangini.

There is another anarthā: utsāhan or over 
enthusiasm. Someone although a junior in 
devotional service, thinks that he already knows 
more than the guru or other devotees. This is 
because of over enthusiasm.

Different types of Anarthās 
(An excerpt from Guru Mahārājā’s 
lecture at Teluk Itan, Malaysia on 

August 16th 1992)





In the Bhagavad-gītā, Kṛṣṇa gave His final 
instruction to surrender to Him, and Him means 
His spiritual body. He has a spiritual form, so 
that surrender is eternal. When Lord Caitanya 
appeared, He showed how one surrenders. How 
did He show? First, He did a big saṅkīrtana, 
then He sent His followers out to preach, to 
induce people to take up the Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
movement. Lord Nityānanda and Haridāsa 
Thākura were going door to door, begging 
the people, “Please take to the order of 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu, chant Hare Kṛṣṇa, 
worship Kṛṣṇa and learn the teachings of 
Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa.” 

When the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
Himself was going door to door begging the 
people to take up this message, even He was 
abused and beaten by Jagāi and Mādhāi. But, 
no matter what happened, He continued. 
Sometimes He was praised, sometimes He 
was glorified, sometimes He was neglected, 
but He had His orders. Lord Nityānanda is 
described as the original spiritual master 
because He is taking the duty of a spiritual 
master by going and preaching Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness. Lord Caitanya requested 
everyone to be a preacher. He requested 
everyone to cooperate to preach this Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness movement all over the world.

Of course, when Lord Caitanya appeared, 
He was in the mood of a devotee. So, He 
would not allow any mūrti of Himself to be 
made. Towards the end of His pastimes in 

Navadvīpa, His dear friend Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita, 
who was Subāla in the Kṛṣṇa-lilā, could not bear 
the separation of Lord Caitanya. He requested 
Lord Caitanya, “You make an exception, and allow 
your deity to be made so that I can worship You 
and have someone to discuss Kṛṣṇa-kathā with. 
I cannot allow You to leave and be here all alone, 
without a friend.”

42  Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya

Gaura Kathā
An excerpt from Guru Mahārāja’s lecture on Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam 1.13.21, entitled ‘Lord Kṛṣṇa The Ultimate 
Controller’ at Bangalore, India on November 5th, 1980
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Lord Caitanya said, “How can I allow my deity 
to be made? People will misinterpret it.” But, 
Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita insisted, “Then, I will not let 
You go, else You must let me have Your deity; one 
or the other.”

Then, Lord Caitanya agreed. Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita 
was in Ambikā kālanā, about thirty miles from 
Navadvīpa. A big neem tree was brought from 
Navadvīpa to Ambikā kālanā, which was carved 
into two beautiful deities, one of Nityānanda and 
one of Lord Caitanya, they were full-size, seven 
feet high. The deities were carved as an exact 
replica of the Lords, as far as possible. 

When the mūrtis were completed, Lord Caitanya 
and Nityānanda said, “Alright, now we are going.” 
Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita said, “No. You stay; let Them go.” 
He indicated that the deities could go. “You stay. 
There’s no difference between Them and You, so You 
stay.” He thought that this time he had outsmarted 
Lord Caitanya. Lord Caitanya said, “Alright I agree, 
and He stood and took the form of the deity, and 
the deities became mobile and walked away. 

Gaurīdāsa said, “No, no, no, no! You stay. Let 
Them go.” Again, Lord Caitanya took the form 
of the deity, and the other deity became Lord 
Caitanya, and started walking away. 

Gaurīdāsa said, “No, no, no! You stay! Let the 
deity go.” 

Again Lord Caitanya did the same thing. Finally, 
Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita said “Alright. There is no 
difference.” He already knew that. Many other 
devotees also wanted to see Lord Caitanya. 
That was the first deity of Lord Caitanya to be 
established in this world, as far as I know.

I was researching where Lord Nityānanda was 
married. Some people were claiming that Lord 
Nityānanda was married at that temple in Ambikā 
kālanā, which I did not accept because scriptures 
did not say that He was married there, they say 
He was married some were else, Saligram? When I 
went to the temple, I spoke to some locals and they 
accepted that Lord Nityānanda was not married 
there. It was something that they had heard, but 
they had no scriptural evidence. 

When I went to the temple and taking darśana 
of the beautiful deities, after about two minutes, 
they closed the door. When I asked them about it, 
they said, “We are afraid if we keep the door open 
too long, Lord Caitanya will run away. Just wait 
for a few seconds. It will open again. We do not 
leave the doors open for more than two or three 
minutes at a time.”
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When I researched about 
this custom, if found that 
the scriptures mention that 
these deities are very active, 
and there is a well-founded 
reason for why they are 
opening and closing the 
doors so often. One time a 
disciple of Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita, 
Hrdayānanda, was planning 
for a big festival to celebrate 
the vyāsa-pūja of his spiritual 
master, while his spiritual 
master was travelling. 
When Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita 
came back and saw all the 
arrangements, externally he 
became very angry because 
he had not asked for permission. He felt that his 
disciple had gone a little overboard in deciding 
by himself. But inside he was satisfied that he had 
the proper attitude. So, externally he chastised 
Hrdayānanda, “What are you doing? You have not 
taken permission. There should be no festival, you 
cancel everything.” 

Hrdayānanda had no choice, so he cancelled 
everything and sat by the Ganges, chanting japa. 
He was thinking, “How can I serve my spiritual 
master?” But he had already approached so many 
people about the festival and the devotees started 
arriving. They were bringing food grains, fruits, 
dahī, cīda, everything for the celebration. As the 
cartloads were coming, Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita saw 
the people coming and they were told that there 
is no festival. Then he said, “Alright, you call 
Hrdayānanda. Let there be a festival, since already 
they have brought all the things.”

Then Hrdayānanda started a big kīrtana. There 
were a few hundreds of devotees, all chanting 
very enthusiastically by the side of Ganges in the 
kīrtana. While the kīrtana was going on Gaurīdāsa 
Paṇḍita went to the temple inside his āśrama and 
he saw that Lord Caitanya and Nityānanda were 
gone! He wondered, “What is this? Where did 
they go?”

He ran outside and there he saw Lord Caitanya 
and Nityānanda dancing in the kīrtana with 
Hrdayānanda and all the devotees. With Their 
arms up, they were jumping and shouting, 
‘Haribol!’ and chanting. He was amazed, but 
then he became fearful, “What if they go on with 
the kīrtana and just go away? I will not have 
anyone.”

Remember he is Subāla (from Kṛṣṇa-lilā), so he 
had that friendly mood. He picked up his cowherd 
stick, and chased after Lord Caitanya and Lord 
Nityananda, “What are you doing leaving the 
temple? Next thing, you will run off. Get into the 
temple and don’t go away again!” He tried to chase 
Them back into the temple. When Lord Caitanya 
saw Gaurīdāsa Paṇḍita coming in that mood, He 
hid in the heart of Hrdayānanda.

After that, Hrdayānanda became famous as 
Hridaya-Caitanya. You will see in Caitanya-
caritāmṛta, Hrdaya-Caitanya means one who 
had Caitanya in the heart. Those deities are still 
being worshipped. They give about a three-
minute darśana and then close the door, wait 
for few seconds, and then open. They don’t 
allow any photography of the deities. They said 
they are afraid that if some devotee comes and 
the Lord gets attracted to him, He may go off. 
Worship of Lord Caitanya’s deity is non-different 



Gurudev Kripa Bindu Diya  45

from His personal worship. The special mercy of 
Lord Caitanya is that by His worship, one gets 
immediately purified from all offenses.

Someone who is very attached to sinful activity, 
should chant for a number of times:

śrī-kṛṣṇa-caitanya prabhu-nityānanda śrī-advaita 
gadādhara śrīvāsādi-gaura-bhakta-vṛnda

before he chants Hare Kṛṣṇa. It is more important 
if one is very much attached to other things. Once 
someone asked Prabhupāda, “Why don’t we just 

chant Lord Caitanya’s name?” He said, “Because 
we are following Lord Caitanya. He chanted Hare 
Kṛṣṇa therefore we also chant Hare Kṛṣṇa.”

We do not jump over, but we follow in the 
footsteps. Because Lord Caitanya chanted the Hare 
Kṛṣṇa mahāmantra, all the great ācāryas chanted 
Hare Kṛṣṇa mahāmantra. So, we also chant Hare 
Kṛṣṇa mahāmantra. But before we chant Hare 
Kṛṣṇa, we do āvāhana or invocation for Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu. We chant His holy names to enable 
us to chant Hare Kṛṣṇa without offenses, by His 
mercy.


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Godruma Kalpaṭavī

Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s 
revolutionary and practical vision for 
worldwide preaching is revealed in his 
newsletter the “Godruma Kalpatavi.” 
For members of ISKCON today, 
when almost all of us live and work 
outside of the temples, the Godruma 
Kalpatavi presents a refreshing 
perspective, wherein everyone is 
encouraged to assume an essential 
role in propagating Lord Caitanya’s 
movement. Written more than a 
century ago, the Godruma Kalpatavi 
contains uniquely valuable, timeless 
instructions for all “employees” of the 
Nama Hatta, the marketplace of the 
holy name.

Whenever a worker connected with the Näma 
Haööa visits a village where a traveling salesman 
is situated, he should first visit the çraddhä-
kuöéra and meet with that salesman. Näma Haööa 
workers should pay for their expenses from 
personal funds. However, since the traveling 

salesman has feelings of brotherly affection for 
all, if he wishes to take a brother-worker as a 
guest in his home, then whatever is pleasing to 
both—a mutual exchange of happiness—should 
be settled on.
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Purport

In this section, we understand that when a senior 
devotee of the Näma Haööa is traveling and visits a 
Śraddhā-kutira, he should not ask for any money 
but should meet his own expenses. Yet, if of his 
own accord the gṛhastha devotee wants to invite 
that preacher, then they may make a mutual 
arrangement.

When Śréla Prabhupāda was living as a gṛhastha 
in Allahabad, he had a special room in his house, 
with a separate entrance, for traveling preachers. 
It was basically a Śraddhākutéra. Śréla Prabhupāda 
was practicing, preaching, and inviting traveling 
preachers to stay with him.

Of course now everything is different. 
We live in flats and apartments. But if 
one builds his own house, he can have a 
little guestroom, with its own entrance, 
for preachers, so they will not have to 
mix with the family. That is the system 
in gentlemen’s homes in India. They have 
guestrooms, preaching rooms. It is almost 
as if Bhaktivinoda Ṫhākura is talking to us, 
telling us what he wants done.

Now in ISKCON we are trying to reestablish 
this Näma Haööa program. By the mercy 
of Śréla Prabhupāda and the previous 

äcäryas we are achieving some success. More and 
more people are adopting the process of Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness. Later on, Bhaktivinoda Ṫhākura 
mentions Christian missionaries who come to 
India and try to convert everybody—how they are 
paid a salary, that their activities are not selfless, 
and therefore their work is not truly auspicious, 
for the benefit of the world. Bhaktivinoda Ṫhākura 
describes that Lord Nityānanda’s Näma Haööa is of 
a different nature. His preachers of the holy name 
carry the Lord’s message from village to village 
in a selfless, dedicated manner, preaching and 
fulfilling the order of Caitanya Mahāprabhu.

A Further Announcement

[Here Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura mentions 
the names of twenty-seven salesmen and 
threestorekeepers.]

In the course of his ordinary business, 
whenever any Näma Haööa worker 
visits another village, then, at a general 
place preestablished for the purpose of 
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preaching, he should trained the local people 
how to give lectures and sing devotional songs 
for the public’s benefit. If this is done, then 
within a few days, qualified speakers and singers 
as traveling salesmen and storekeepers will be 
available. In this regard everyone should take 
special care. Humble, enthusiastic, learned, and 

intelligent young persons should be taught in 
a secluded place to lecture and sing. Little by 
little, engage these trained young persons in 
giving lectures in public places—in the markets 
and other places. An account of any such 
attempt that is successful should be sent to the 
newspaper for publishing.

Purport

When Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura began his 
Näma Haööa preaching, it consisted mainly of 
gåhastha devotees. Here it is described that in 
the course of their ordinary activities, persons 
may contact Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, whereupon 
he would arrange for propagators of Näma Haööa 
to train young people in Kåñëa consciousness. 
They would be taught how to sing devotional 
songs and to give lectures. Bhaktivinoda 
Öhäkura wanted his preachers to be ecstatic. 
They were training those who were interested. 
We are currently trying to achieve the same 
result around the world, wherever there are 
Näma Haööas devotees.

Even when I was in Montreal in 1968, three 
gåhastha couples came there: Mukunda 
and Jänaké, Gurudäsa and Yamunä, and 
Çyämasundära and Mälaté. Before going to 
England, they stopped in Montreal to get Çréla 

Prabhupäda’s blessings. Then when they arrived 
in England, they recorded a Hare Kåñëa record 
that became number one on the “Hit Parade.” 
They also met with George Harrison, John 
Lennon, and Yoko Ono. Çréla Prabhupäda was 
so happy that his gåhastha disciples had done 
something that even Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté’s 
sannyäsé disciples were unable to do. He was 
very pleased with his gåhasthas. They were 
doing such a wonderful service.

By such cooperation between ISKCON’s 
renunciants and gåhasthas, our movement is 
spreading throughout the world—sometimes 
by sannyäsés, sometimes by gåhasthas— and 
there is no problem with that. We can see 
how Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura was systematically 
training the young people to be preachers and 
to spread Lord Caitanya’s message to public 
places.

Fourth Desire Tree

Obeisance at the Lotus Feet of the Çré Näma 
Haööa Employees

The Christian missionaries who are coming 
from abroad to carrying out religious preaching 
are paid a salary in exchange for their work. 
Thus their activities are not selfless, and thereby 

no truly auspicious benefit is achieved for the 
world. But Çré Nityänanda Prabhu’s Näma Haööa 
is not of that nature. Our preachers of the holy 
name carry the Lord’s mood from village to 
village in a selfless, dedicated manner, preaching 
and fulfilling Çré Caitanya’s order.
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Purport

These statements are indeed amazing. Çréla 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura says that what Christian 
missionaries are doing is not auspicious, and 
what the Näma Haööa preachers are doing is 
all-auspicious. If a person is working at a job 
to maintain his family yet can spare some time 
from his busy life to give the message of the holy 
name to others, then that is selfless and pure. 
Such persons are fulfilling Lord Caitanya’s order 
that everyone should preach.

Once when I was flying in India, I met a 
missionary and asked him what he was doing. 
He said that he was going to preach in northeast 
India, and was being paid a good salary. But 
would he have been doing that if not getting 
such a salary? Some of our devotees may 
receive an allowance to cover basic expenses, 
such as apartment rent or their children’s 
school tuition. They may receive assistance 
for maintenance or to cover certain expenses. 
Çréla Prabhupäda recognized that some 

gåhastha devotees 
needed monetary 
c o m p e n s a t i o n . 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura 
pointed out that if the 
main focus is the salary, 
that is not auspicious. 
While sometimes our 
gåhasthas are given 
a small allowance, 
generally the Näma 
Haööa devotees work 
selflessly.

In the near future, 
this type of preaching 
about eternal religious 
principles will spread 
not only across the 
length and breadth of 
India but throughout 
the entire world. The 
holy sound of Çré 
Caitanya’s mådaìga will 
be heard, and everyone, 
whether brähmaëa or 
mleccha, will attain 
pure devotion to the 
lotus feet of Çré Hari.

George Harrison with Çréla Prabhupäd
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Purport

Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura predicted that soon 
this mådaìga sound would be heard all over the 
world. 

Also it was predicted, jagad habe mådaìga-
maya, that the entire universe would be filled 
with the sound of the mådaìga, the sound of 
Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, 
Hare Hare. Therefore those who play mådaìga 
are helping to spread this “holy sound of Çré 
Caitanya’s mådaìga” along with the chanting of 
Hare Kåñëa.

Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura predicted that “very 
soon” Kåñëa consciousness would spread all 
over the world. Selfless preachers will do this, 
not because they are paid but because their 
heart is dedicated to it. Our devotees serve 
Kåñëa because they really want to please Him 
by their offerings. This is the special nature of 
pure devotees.

This Godruma Kalpäöavé was written in 405 
Caitanya Era, over a hundred years ago, during 

the British rule of India. Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura 
predicted that the sound of the drum would be 
heard all over the world, that Näma Haööa would 
be preached everywhere. It is very interesting 
how he said that in a very short time this 
message would reach the whole world. Who 
would have thought, even forty years ago, that 
the sound of this mådaìga drum would be heard 
in Russia? Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura could see it: 
“The sound of the mådaìga drum will be heard.” 
Not only will Indians play it but mlecchas also 
will play. He had the vision that this preaching 
would spread from person to person by word 
of mouth. So what a great mission we have—to 
fulfill the predictions of our previous äcäryas. 
Çréla Prabhupäda did so much to fulfill it. Now 
his servants, and the servants of his servants, 
must continue.

We meet people who say that just because they 
read about Kåñëa consciousness, they realized it 
to be something vastly superior to anything they 
had ever heard before. So we simply have to get 
the message out. Pure love spreads very fast. But 
we need to help spread it.

Description of Preaching Activities

13 Paus, Caitanyäbda 405: The work of Çré 
Näma Haööa begins. Some of the workers gather 
at Calcutta’s Kumäratülé Çré Gaura-Gopénätha 
Kuïja, Bidan Street, in the house of Çréyuta Rai 
Känäilal Dey Bahadur, and at the Rämabagana 

Bhaktibhavän for a large festival. Çré Bipin-bihäri 
Bhakti-tértha has established one prapannäçrama 
at Amalajoda village, in Burdwan District, and 
in the neighboring villages also he is preaching 
the glories of the holy name.

Purport

Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura is giving an address 
on Bidan Street, a famous street in Kokata, and 

is purposely mentioning those who are hosting 
programs. He wants to give them some credit, 
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some recognition, in a bona fide way. Generally 
people like to be mentioned, like to see their 
name in print. By mentioning those persons’ 
names and telling everyone else what they have 
done and are doing, Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura was 
encouraging others also to do something. In 
other words, if someone does something, then 
that also will be publicized. Similarly, sometimes 
we give saìkértana awards, congregational 
development awards, preaching awards.

During the last years of Çréla Prabhupäda’s 
pastimes, he expressed an idea to give names or 
titles to devotees. He wanted to give awards with 
Sanskrit titles, like Püjäré-tértha or Püjäré-ratna, 
to excellent püjärés. For example, he said that 
Jananiväsa Prabhu and Paëkajäëghri Prabhu are 
the best püjärés. But he did not have Sanskrit 
scholars who could give precise titles to his 
liking. The idea is that a person should be given 
credit for expertly performing a service in a 
particular field. This system will simultaneously 
enourage and facilitate others to learn from the 
experts how to perform service. We do not want 
that people will simply desire to be managers 
or collectors. If one is good at püjä, or music, 
or cooking, he also should be encouraged. We 
need experts in all areas.

The purpose of mentioning names is to 
encourage people. It is a tool. In this section, 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura mentions the storekeeper 
Bipin-bihäri Bhakti-tértha, a Näma Haööa leader 
who established a prapannäçrama.

I once went to Birnagar, the birthplace of 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, and one of his sons, 
Lalitä Prasäda, was a preacher there. Following 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura’s model of conferring 
titles and awards, they were giving the children 
different certificates for studying, for being 
active in a particular field, for having achieved 
philosophical knowledge, and so forth.

On the same issue of giving recognition, 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu gave out certain Vaiñëava-
äcärya titles. He gave Haridäsa Öhäkura the 

title Nämäcärya. And in one place being visited 
by Lord Caitanya was a devotee who had 
been giving very good Bhägavatam lectures. 
Therefore Mahäprabhu told him, “Your new title 
is Bhägavatäcärya. You should give Bhägavatam 
class every day. That is your service.”

In the pastime of Guëòicä-märjana, Lord 
Caitanya announced a competition to see 
who could remove the most dirt: whoever 
collected the least amount of dirt would have 
to feed everyone else. So that also was a kind of 
recognition. 

Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé was famous for being 
the most renounced. He was eating the leftover 
rotten rice prasäda that even dogs would not 
eat. He would break open the grains and eat the 
little bit of good rice in the middle. That was 
rather austere. 

The most humble were Rüpa and Sanätana. 
Although Sanätana was prime minister, he put 
a straw in his teeth. And Rämänanda Räya, 
without ever becoming sexually disturbed, was 
able to teach the devadäsés how to dance for 
Lord Jagannätha.

Similarly, many devotees were recognized in 
various ways.

Çréyuta Haradhan Datta of Badanganj, Hooghly 
District, who is a very opulent vipaëé (traveling 
preacher), established a prapannäçrama in his 
own village and has also conducted näma-
utsavas [grand festivals for preaching about the 
holy name] in the villages. Çréyuta Rädhäballava 
Choudhuri, another opulent vipaëé, who 
is the landlord of Serpur, also established a 
prapannäçrama in his village, and has been 
preaching nämatattva and pure näma-utsava in 
nearby villages.

Çréyuta Vrajaka Vipaëé Kåñëa Kiçora Goswami 
organized a discussion of pure näma matters and 
a näma-utsava in the house of Çréyuta Kälidäs 
Saha, at Srirampur City, on Sunday, 23 Chaitra, 
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on the occasion of Çré Hari Basar [Ekädaçé]. 
Vrajaka Vipaëé Çréyuta Raghunandan Kabya-
tértha organized näma-utsava and lectures at Çré 
Navadvépa-dhäma in the month of Vaiçäkha. 
Vrajaka Vipaëé Çréyuta Madhusüdhana Däs 
organized nämautsava at the end of Caitra at 
Sambalpur. Çréyuta Sürya Näräyana Biçwäs 
performed näma-utsava very carefully in 
Radhamohanpur village of Sonamukhi, Bakura 
District.Vrajaka Vipaëé Çréyuta Kuïjabihäré 
Banarjee preached pure näma and pure näma-
tattva in Gopalpur village, Burdwan District. 
Beginning 1 Vaiçäkha, Vrajaka Vipaëé Çréyuta 
Kälépäda Chatterjee preached every day during 
the Hari-bhakti-pradäyané Sabhä Gåha, at Raipur 
village, Bakura District.

Vrajaka Vipaëé Çréyuta Rajib-locana Däs, of 
Mainak village, preached pure näma-tattva at 
Mainak Market, at Srihatta, Bangladesh. 

Vrajaka Vipaëé Çréyuta Jadunätha Mukherjee, 
of Jibanpur village, organized the hoisting 
of the flag of Çré Nityänanda Prabhu in the 
adjacent Anekanek village, and has been 
preaching pure näma-tattva very extensively 
throughout Medinipur District. Vrajaka 
Vipaëé Çréyuta Dvärakänätha Vasaka is 
preaching pure devotional subjects at Dhaka 
in Bangladesh.

The devotees of Näma Haööa in Çré Godruma 
discussed topics regarding the devotional 
works of those great personalities and, with a 
full and joyful heart, offered them daëòavat-
praëäma. Now it is acknowledged that the Näma 
Haööa of Çrémat Nityänanda Prabhu has been 
reawakened. Everything happens according to 
His desire. 


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Whenever you see the Guru, off er him some prayer, some 
praise, then humble yourself, and ask for a blessing.

Excerpt from Guru Mahārājā’s lecture 
on Śrimad Bhāgavatam 3.9.38 – 40, at Mangalore, India 

on April 30th, 2008
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