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Personal Testimony - Adopted Daughters Wedding

Mike and Joy Connell, together with their daughter Josephine, share their story
of reconciliation—testifying of how God can turn situations around when we
obey Him.

It was a love story that seemed to go wrong at every possible turn. Like Romeo
and Juliet, they were two young lovers forced apart by their family backgrounds.
To make matters worse, they brought a baby into this world; a baby they decided
not to keep. But unlike other stories, this one has a happy ending, because God
intervened and turned tragedy into triumph.
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Healing from Abortion/Miscarriage
The heart of God is full of compassion to heal and restore damaged lives.
Abortion is a doorway for grief and bondage, which is largely hidden under




secrecy and denial. When the truth is faced that the life of a child has been taken
the pain is immense. The reality dawns, there is a son or daughter in heaven who
we will meet one day!

Discover how to bring meaningful healing to families who have lost a child in
the womb, and set them free from bondage and torment. Jesus did not come to
condemn - He came to save, heal, deliver, restore.
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Dr. Bernard Nathanson's classic video that shocked the world (briefly mentioned
in the previous sermon).
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Mike and Joy Connell, together with their daughter Josephine, share their story
of reconciliation—testifying of how God can turn situations around when we
obey Him.

It was a love story that seemed to go wrong at every possible turn. Like Romeo
and Juliet, they were two young lovers forced apart by their family backgrounds.
To make matters worse, they brought a baby into this world; a baby they decided
not to keep. But unlike other stories, this one has a happy ending, because God
intervened and turned tragedy into triumph.

I want to share with you two principles; then we're going to share a testimony
about the goodness of God, the tremendous goodness of God in our lives - how
God has just brought blessing. It's almost like fairytale stuff, you can hardly
imagine that it could happen like this.

We want to share with you our testimony; and to highlight what we did that
activated these principles - because God just doesn't move. God is always good,
but His goodness is released as we position ourselves for things to happen. You
actually have to make decisions to position yourself for God's blessing to come.

Positioning means: you take on an attitude; or you say words; or you do the right
things; that make room for God to come and to touch your life.

The Bible says very clearly: we must believe that God is a good God; and we
must believe that He will come and touch our lives.

We're going to share about is from our background, from our lives. Where we
came from, an what happened to get us here; but we want to talk specifically
about how God wonderfully came on a wedding that we took, the weekend
before last.

The wedding that I took, was that of a daughter we adopted out before we were
married; and for me to be able to take the wedding, to shape how the whole
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wedding service went, how the reception went - is absolutely unbelievable. To
have even been there was a miracle; but to have had the ability and the privilege
of being able to shape how it went, and make room for God to come, was even
greater.

I want to first of all highlight the two principles; and then talk about how we
activated these principles at various points in our life; and how God has been so
faithful, and has given us a testimony that's just unbelievable.

With children being adopted out, the stories don't usually end as good as this
one. This is just one out of the box, but it demonstrates that God is always good,
so no matter how the story ends, God's goodness never changes.

For some people, finding their adoptive parents is very painful; and often it
increases the pain that they experience. In our situation, it was exactly the
opposite, and we want to share some of the background.

So here are the two principles:
1) James 4:6 — “God gives Grace to the Humble.

When the Bible talks about humility, it's talking about a ‘positioning of your
heart’ - an attitude you take; and humility is not sort of grovelling stuff.

Humility means: I come up-front and agree with God about life; I agree with
Him about my mistakes and failures; and don't try and cover them up or be
defensive. It's really important.

Humility enables me to look at my life as God sees it - both the negatives; and
the potential.

The Bible tells us: God will give an empowerment to those who humble
themselves; so it means positioning yourself to come into agreement with God:
1) about your mistakes and failures - so you're open about them; 2) about what
God says about you, and your life (if He says: “you're forgiven”, then you're
forgiven). Humility means: I believe it and stand on it; and 3), it's about your
positioning - what God has called you to do, and to be.

Humility can manifest itself by boldly and strongly standing up. To some people



it looks like pride, but it isn't. It's actually I'm in agreement with God about who
I am, and what I'm called to be, and do. So that's humility.

2) The second principle is: the Principle of Honour.

The Bible puts it negatively in Romans 1:21 — “When they knew God, they did
not glorify Him, or give Him honour for who He is. Neither were they grateful to

Him; then their minds become futile and darkened, and they moved away from
God”

Principle: Whatever you respect and appreciate, will come towards you;
whatever you disrespect, will move away from you.

Respect and honour and value will attract people into your life. Disrespect will
cause them to pull away from you.

If you don't place value on money, it will soon depart from you. When you treat
it with respect, and handle it well, it will come towards you. Life operates this
way.

To ‘honour someone’ means: to give them appropriate recognition and place and
value. It can be in: an attitude to them; our words; what we do. When we honour
people, we place value on them, and we position ourselves so they are lifted up.

It's very important, if we're going to walk successfully and enjoy God's blessing,
that we learn: the Principle of Humility; and the Principle of Honour.

There's three grounds upon which you honour people:

1) You Honour them because of: what they have done. If someone does
something notable, you should honour it, and value it, and appreciate it.

2) You honour a person's character - the kind of person they are. If someone is
courageous, they may never stand out from the crowd, but in a moment of
pressure they were courageous. You honour that.

3) We're called to recognise the Position and Rank that people have in our life; to
value and esteem them, just because they have their position. That's why the
Bible says: “Honour your parents - that it may go well with you”. You say: you



don't know what my parents were like... It doesn't matter; you honour them
because: that's the positioning that God has given them in your life; and if you
do it, you'll come into blessing.

Two principles: Humility - coming into agreement with God about life, and what
He says about us, and standing up and believing that what He says is true; and
Honour - being willing to give value, and appropriate respect, for people. You'll
find it will always release the grace of God.

Having said that; we want to talk and share about how these principles were
applied in our life - in relationship to: what happened before we were married;
and then how God has worked this out in our lives since then.

[Joy Connell] There's a verse I'd like to share, that the Lord drew to my attention
this week. It talked about “preparing the way for the Lord, make straight in the
desert”. It was a very ‘desert’ place for many years - a highway for our God -
because God wants to come in to desert places.

It said: “Every Valley shall be exalted”. It was certainly a very ‘valley’ time for
me - having a child in secret, and releasing it for adoption - a very, very low
place. But it said: “Every valley shall be Exalted”. To be there on her wedding
was a very high place - amazing.

It said: “Every mountain shall be brought down low”. It was a huge mountain for
me, to face my parents at the time of pregnancy. It was just a mountain I couldn't
cross. To have all my family there last Saturday, standing with us, was huge.

It said: “The crooked places will be made straight, rough places will be made
smooth, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed”. We saw the glory of the
Lord revealed.

“and all flesh shall see it together”. Everybody there in wedding place saw the
glory of the Lord. They didn't know it was the glory of the Lord, but it was.

He said: “The mouth of the Lord has spoken”; because God gave us promises.
What He decrees and declares - it does take place.

I believe it's a time for prophetic decrees over many of your mountains. I know
many of you are facing mountains, but God can bring them down - and when He



does it it's just absolutely amazing.

If you go right back to the beginning of the Bible, when Adam sinned — “through
fear he hid himself”. At the time after we'd been dating for about seven years and
there was just huge conflicts. The fear - I just took the same response that Adam
and Eve did. They just hid themselves with secrecy; and think: this is a way of
coping.

I also had inner vows - things you've told yourself in the past, which have
become very binding; then, when you face a crisis, you operate out of these
things that have been programmed inside you. Even though they're not the best
way, it's the way that you do, because of things you've told yourself that you will
do.

I was never going to “trap anybody into marrying me”, or go through the shame
of the pregnancies and marriages I saw, in the church I was in.

These inner vows I'd made just said: “there’s no way I'm going to go there”; but
what happens is: they're strong controls, and they actually build walls around
your heart; but that was in place at that time in my life.

Also, my own way of coping with a crisis... Mike was saying humility is
“acknowledging God's way”; but if you don't turn to God, you have all sorts of
‘great ways’ of coping with life.

The enemy will also put a few good ideas in too, but when you listen to those,
and make your own way of coping - basically there's immediate short-term
relief. You protect yourself, but all these ways lead to great isolation and pain,
further damage, and huge bondage. But that was what it was like, way back in
1969.

[Mike Connell] Prior to us getting married, I wasn't a Christian, and did not
know the Lord. When Joy got pregnant, we made a decision that we'd adopt our
girl out - a very bad choice, very bad decision. It was just made in the pressure
of: inability to stand up and be courageous.

Having made one mistake, we then coupled it up with a second mistake. When
you cover things over, you never, ever prosper (the Bible says); and so for years,



we endured tremendous grief and pain.

There wasn't a year went by, that we didn't remember our daughter, and didn't
pray for her, and wonder what was happening to her. You just can't get over these
things; they're just part of your life.

But the day that we got married, I made a decision to receive Jesus Christ into
my life; and asked the Lord to become part of our lives. Then I went before Him
and totally repented, and came into agreement with what He said, about what I
had done: the failure to be responsible; the failure to actually stand up and be
courageous for Joy's sake; the rejection of a child, and all that would come upon
her as a result of that.

I made a vow before the Lord that day, coming out of repentance (some vows are
very good to make).

I said: “No matter where we are in our lives, I know there is a day that You will
bring this daughter back to us, because of who You are. It's got nothing to do
with our rights, because we gave our rights up; but because God is good, You
will bring her back”.

And I knew in my heart, I had a faith, that she would be restored; so when I
repented, I said to the Lord then: “the day You bring her back, no matter what
position, what standing I have in life - I will be open and transparent about who
she is, and her place in our lives. We will give her the acceptance, and love, and
welcome that we withheld from her, when we sinned.

That's what humility looks like. You actually turn around completely, and come
into agreement with God about what needs to happen.

Some years later we came here. The Lord was speaking to us about issues in our
life, and we ran a wedding renewal or a marriage renewal service.

[Joy Connell] The church was still quite small, but when we got married, the
only neutral place we could get married was the nurse's chapel! We had: a
Catholic priest; and an Anglican minister (who was married to a Brethren, and
understood my side of things). It was just amazing. God came through.

It just seemed totally impossible to get a marriage which both families would



accept; but Mike was flatting with some guys who had left the seminary training
to be Catholic priests. One of them broke his leg, and was in Wellington
Hospital, and fell in love with a Presbyterian nurse - and he created a precedent
for us. He got special permission from the bishop (or whoever it was) - and he
was able to get married.

So we just followed in his wake, and God made a way, which just seemed totally
impossible. But we realised that a lot of things had changed from when we got
married. We were very broken, barely saved, finding a way back to God; and we
realised that there's others in the church at that time that were like us. They'd
come to the Lord, things had totally changed for them; and they were ready to
make a fresh renewal of their marriage vows, so we got about 12 couples... We
met for about three weeks, and we talked about the foundation of our marriage;
and prepared ourselves to go through this ceremony again - which was for me
the very first time I actually lifted the cover off my big secret.

I hadn't even told my parents about this daughter; but with this small group, we
talked about our background, and we decided: this is the time to bring out our
baggage. Maybe we should at that time write to welfare and see if we could
reconnect with our daughter we lost?

You know how good God is? Our daughter's mother Carol decided it was our
daughter's right to know her heritage, and she wrote, and those letters had landed
the same day at welfare. As a result of interest on both sides, they gave us
information, and we started to make contact.

For me it was incredibly difficult; when you've covered something, and lived
with denial; to face the reality - I couldn't cope with even a photograph of her.

I meant to have something shut away, and behind a big stone; and God says:
“roll away the stone” - you don't want to go there. I mean its death there. It's
ugly there. It's painful there; but when you actually roll it away, and look at a
photograph, and think: actually this is a person.

Her name was Josephine. I thought: that's kind of a bit of a religious name; and
the Lord reminded me about how Joseph was: separated from all his brethren;
and came back and had a reunion.



It was quite a big thing to actually face reality, when you've been living in denial
for 18 years; but we had to really roll away the stone, remove the covering. Then
you feel incredibly vulnerable and fragile, and dependent on God.

That's actually just what He wants us to do, when we let go whatever we hid
behind. They had fig leaves in Genesis; but they had to actually take those fig
leaves off, to receive the covering of skin; and the provision of what Jesus Christ
had done on the cross. For me that was quite a vulnerable stage too.

[Mike Connell] So again the issue of humility came in. We had to face the issues
in our personal life. We put matters right with one another, and realised that all
our lives there'd been this deep hurt. To come and actually admit it... the Lord
spoke to me, and clearly He said: you need to put this matter right.

I had to put it right with Joy; I had to go to her father, and put it right with her
father. We had to actually come clean about what we had done, which was
wrong; and when you do that, when you position yourself the way God says - He
provides blessing for you. He provides grace.

[Joy Connell] Yeah, I remember my parents - I invited them up. I said: “there's
something I want to talk to you about...” I took the two of them out to the Old
Flame, which is the best restaurant I could think of, and sat them down.

I just had to deeply apologise for my secrecy, what I'd hidden from them; and
asked their forgiveness for what we had covered at that time, because...

[Mike Connell] That's actually honouring them, by putting right what was
wrong. Where there'd been dishonour, there had to be honour restored - and that
made such a difference.

[Joy Connell] Then we wrote to Josephine, and we apologised to her. We both
apologised for the rejection, and the effect it had on her life; and asked her
forgiveness.

Then we decided to make her very welcome. We invited her to come and stay -
and that again was a miracle. She was half way through dentistry school. She's a
Dentist in Whakatane, and at that stage, she was half way through dentistry
training in Dunedin, and she was going back to do a summer school paper; so we



invited her to stay after that paper.

Of course, when you pastor a church, and you've got six children that look a bit
like you, you can't just turn up with another one the next Sunday...

[Mike Connell] Looks like you...

[Joy Connell] ...without saying something to the church. But this church is
amazing. We stood up, the Sunday before she arrived to stay, and shared our
testimony. Some of you I know are still here - I remember some of your faces.
At the end of the service, God was so good then, He just - I think everybody's
closets were opened, and all the skeletons came out. God just moved, and
brought quite a wave of tremendous healing. But also as a church family, you
were tremendously responsive to us, and we invited her to arrive. She arrived
right on Mike's 44th birthday.

[Mike Connell] What are the chances of that?
[Joy Connell] That was the day she said she was going to arrive.

[Mike Connell] She had no idea when my birthday was; but the day she chose to
come was my birthday!

That week we had just an unbelievable time; and over the years since then, she's
connected to us, come to know and love us. She cries every time she comes
home, and has become quite bonded and connected to our family.

It was just amazing when, the young man that's asked her to marry him came,
and he honoured me by asking me for permission. I had no right. You understand
that when you give a child up for adoption - there are no rights; and in those
days, there was also no contact - no way to make contact. It was closed.

When we gave the child up, and God spoke to me - I knew in my heart she was
going to come back; but there was no possible way it could happen, because you
never had any contact with them.

You couldn't get the contact; and then the law changed, and made this possible.
She came back, and we were able to reconnect; and he asked me for permission
to marry her - which was a great honour to me.



She also honoured me, and asked me to help with the service. She'd come to the
weddings of our family - and had just got blown away; and she said: I don't
know what it is - but what you've got I want.

I was in a position then (this is what's so amazing) - to shape a service, in a way
that God could come into the service. I was in a position to help shape the
reception; so that the things that needed to happen there, for God to come, were
in place. We taught her about how to honour her parents, how to actually address
them and speak to them - and the things she needed to say, as she exited from
their care, and came in to start a new family.

[Joy Connell] That time, even though Mike had a chance to prepare her, for the
wedding, and coach her how to honour her parents - which of course,
immediately met with a burst of tears. Mike wasn’t as emotionally connected to
them; but he listed all the ways in which they had come through for her - and
how to honour them.

In the meantime, I was flying to Taiwan, and I was watching a movie on the
plane about an adoption story, and I felt quite stirred after watching this movie;
so I decided to write Josephine a letter.

It was coming up to her wedding, and I honoured her (in a letter) for her
courage; and for the steps she was making; for the choice that I regretted, but the
choices that I've made since, which were great choices, like: marrying Mike;
giving our hearts to the Lord; building our lives on Him - and just encouraging
her in those responses.

But I forgot to post this letter; so when I was in Taiwan, at the hotel, I got some
hotel paper, and posted the letter - stuck it in the counter at the hotel.

That letter arrived the day of our women's conference - when she was having a
pamper day (ahead of the wedding). She'd invited me to join her for a pamper
day, but I couldn't make it (because we had our women's conference), but as she
was leaving to go on that pamper day, my letter was in the mail. She felt I was
with her.

[Mike Connell] We went to the wedding. The wedding practice was very, very
difficult. You have to come to face things.



One of the things about walking with the Lord, is that He never spares us from
the consequences of bad choices.

One of the things about growing up, you have to learn that bad choices have bad
consequences; and although God will forgive us, there's a ‘walking’ out of those
consequences.

Of course for me, one of the biggest challenges was to on the day of the wedding
- to have another man walk my daughter down the aisle. That was very, very
hard. You'll see it - I'm going to show you a couple of pictures of it just in a
moment. [See video attachment]

The night before, I was very distressed. We did the wedding practice, and went
to have time with them - but there was no presence of God there! It was very
awkward - just so uncomfortable, that after the practice, I just went to the beach
- and just wept before the Lord.

I said: God, You've got to come and help us. This is just so difficult!

It looked like there was going to be no real Value and Honour. You know what
Kiwis get like - that funny humour, that's kind of a putdown sort of a humour?

I so wanted God's value, and presence, to come into the place; but it just seemed
like it was impossible for that to happen - so I went home. I was quite upset, the
night we'd met with the family, and did the wedding practice; and I went home
saying: God, You've got to help. You've got to show me how I can actually make
a difference in this service tomorrow - and so we talked about it.

I would’ve spent probably a couple of hours, just waiting on God, to get
something that was appropriate for that situation. It was an incredibly unusual
feeling - we'll show photos through as we go, then you'll kind of catch the feel of
it, as we do this.

It’s a most unusual feeling to have some ‘other man’ bringing my daughter down
the aisle. It was quite challenging to deal with the emotions that went with that;
but I had to face the consequences of choices I made years ago.

I knew that the Lord would provide grace; and what He did was: He showed me
to speak on honour - to actually demonstrate honour; and to use honour to



unlock that service.

So we had Kate and Andrew (our son-in-law, and daughter-in-law) put a song
together - and as they began to sing - the atmosphere just began to change. It
wasn't even a song they chose; but nevertheless, because of what's in their lives,
the atmosphere began to shift and change - and the presence of God came into
the place. You could feel the change; and of course everyone's looking at me:
what's he going to say? What do you say? How much do you say?

We felt for her parents. Originally we had felt: perhaps just a couple of members
of our family come; but Jo wanted everyone there, so we were kind of ‘very
sensitive’ about this. But the Lord showed me exactly what to say.

[Joy Connell] The little boy ‘Alex’ is Josephine's little son.

[Mike Connell] That's her father and mother; and that's them giving our daughter
in marriage to Steve.

I felt the Lord show me to actually honour the parents - because they would be
feeling uncomfortable. And humility is ‘knowing your position’, and adopting
the ‘right position’. Sometimes we can be in charge; but sometimes you actually
have to be the servant.

You've got to see how God has positioned you; and choose to position yourself
in that way. I actually spent time, and honoured them; spoke directly to them,
honoured them.

It was a very difficult choice for them, to take home a baby that had...
[Joy Connell] Congenital hip.

Amazing surprise; this mother claimed to be an atheist, but she looked at our
baby, and said: I just ‘knew’ she was going to be alright - and at 10 months, she
got up and walked!

[Mike Connell] No one wanted her, in the hospital - which we had no idea about.

Her own (adoptive) mother was resistant to her having this baby, because she
thought she might be a cripple; but she felt in her heart that she should have the



baby. So I honoured her for choosing to welcome Josephine into their lives.

We honoured them for the education, and family life they'd made. We honoured
them for encouraging her to seek us out - knowing that this would be quite a
difficult thing for them. And we honoured them then for...

[Joy Connell] Opening their home to us.

[Mike Connell] ...welcoming us into their home to meet with them and have time
with them.

[Joy Connell] It's funny, the first time they met us (soon after we met Josephine),
we went right to the bottom of the South Island; two sets of parents, and
Josephine, having a meal together - it was big of them to invite us into their
home. But what amused me: half way through the meal, the mother was just
pouring out her heart, and her feelings, and emotions... and she suddenly said:
hey, but you're complete strangers! I don't know why I'm doing this!

[Mike Connell] So what I did was honour them; honoured her brothers, our own
family for coming and being with us, and supporting us. The whole family -
everyone turned up - there wasn't anyone left out.

Everyone turned up; and then I honoured Steve, for the way he had conducted
himself in approaching me; and Josephine, for her courage in actually being
willing to seek us out; and then to make us welcome in her life and heart.

I indicated very clearly: it was not ‘by right’ we were there; it was by privilege -
and by her choice, the goodness of her choice.

I shared a message for them that “wisdom builds the house”. By wisdom you
build a marriage; by wisdom you build in various ways - you can build
relationships; business; and ministries.

But wisdom is making choices from God's perspective - and I acknowledged that
we'd made a bad choice. We'd lived to regret it; but now we were glad that God
had made a way for this day to happen. It was like a miracle that we could be
there, involved like that, on that day.

[Joy Connell] Its one thing, when God restores things - He's got such a big heart;



there's just one other thing...

On the journey, before we had the wedding day, Mike and I went to Nigeria to
celebrate - I think it was our 25 year wedding anniversary. But the prophet in
Nigeria put his bony finger in my face - and read my mail!

One thing he brought out was: in God's eyes, Josephine had been like an orphan.
I mean, if I could have selected her home... the home she was great. We were
both teachers; they were both teachers. She was brought up in the country - had
her own pet lambs and calves, and had a wonderful upbringing!

The only thing missing was the God element. She was totally foreign from the
things of God; so in God's eyes she was an ‘orphan’ to His family. I thought:
wow - God, You have a heart for people that are orphaned from Your things. It's
better to have nothing in the natural, but to have Jesus, who is everything; than
to have everything - and not have Jesus.

So that incident really made me feel deeply, and agree with God about orphans,
and His heart for orphans - and our own passion for orphans was really birthed
out of that. I'm just so excited that many people here support orphans - because
God is on their side!

And He was grieved, that she was orphaned from the things of God.

[Mike Connell] When it came time for the reception, we wondered how that
would go. When we went in - we noticed that Jo had done an interesting thing.

She sat at the main table; and she'd positioned the table with the two parents
right in front of her - so they were given equal positioning. Quite amazing! I
mean you can't make that happen. Then she stood up, and honoured her natural
family (her adoptive family); and then when she'd honoured them, and
appreciated them - she honoured us.

It was incredibly heart-touching; but when you honour people, it unlocks
something. Look at a couple more pictures there, very happy couple.

What happened then was, her mother had said: she was ‘not going to say
anything’; and then suddenly she said: “I want to say something.”



Understand that honour: opens the way for people to come near; and also brings
God near. When you honour people, God's presence somehow, sometimes... it
just seems to come in. So she stood up and what she said just stunned us.

[Joy Connell] Yes. The night before it was so awkward! I mean, she didn't kind
of even want to look at me, or acknowledge me - she just got busy, busy, busy,
busy...

[Mike Connell] It was obviously painful.

[Joy Connell] After she'd been honoured at the service, it just kind of disarms
people. After Josephine had honoured her, the mother stood and she - this person
who wasn't going to speak, she was so beautiful.

She spoke from her heart; and I don't think Josephine had ever heard her speak
from her heart; but she honoured each of her children. Three of them are
adopted; and they have one of their own - how precious each of them was.

She honoured Josephine, for the tremendous joy she'd brought into their life, and
all the wonderful experiences they had. Then what blew me away... (weeping)

[Mike Connell] She said that each year, when they had Christmas, and had her
birthday; that they remembered the family that had lost her, and were deeply
grateful that: our loss was their gain.

Of course that's very - you can imagine how we felt about that; because every
year we'd remembered: we'd lost a daughter. It was quite heart-touching, for both
of us, for her to say that. We both stood and shared; and I just shared that: there
hadn't been a year go by that we hadn't thought of our daughter, and prayed for
her - and that it was a great loss.

We just appreciated Josephine for her willingness to allow us to come back into
her life; so it was quite - it was unbelievably heart-touching. You could hear sobs
down the back. I didn't even dare look around to see who's - there are tears
everywhere! I didn't even dare look around, and see who's sobbing down the
back; because we realised that right through the whole of the group, there were
broken marriages. There were adopted people, there were people who'd lost
children, there were blended families, there were all kinds of things there; and



when people are in the presence of honour, it unlocks their heart.
[Joy Connell] It makes way for the Lord to come in and...
[Mike Connell] It makes way for God to do things.

[Joy Connell] ...it's a powerful thing to experience: that honour does make way
for the Lord to come.

Josephine didn't want us to say too much at the reception, if her parents didn't
say too much, so we were kind of positioning ourselves. But when both her
mother and father spoke quite well, and quite long, she gave us an opportunity to
speak; and again, we wouldn't want to say too much, but just wanted to honour
her - for how beautiful she looked; and what she'd done to open her heart for our
family.

Steve - the most amazing thing about her fiancée; well two things. First of all,
the very first time she visited us in our church, she went back to her flat. While
she was away, one of her flatmates got baptised in the Holy Ghost. She said: I
know what you're on about - I've been to my birth dad's church - and I know
what you're on about!

The second thing was, she had a few other relationships... and then when Steve
came on the scene, she's like: I knew you'd like this one - because one day, Steve
was prayed for by somebody like Mike - planted down on the ground for 20
minutes with a back injury, and came up totally healed! So he had a real
awareness of the power of God. She said: I knew you’d like this one!

But the week before the wedding - the Saturday before the wedding - he was 28
metres below the sea, and out of air. He had to shoot up to the surface; he got the
bends, and was flown in a decompression unit - and got released two days before
the wedding!

I'm just so grateful for Steve - that he was with us, that God had kept him. I
wonder if it was a demonic assignment actually, when things like that are so
difficult. God's got a great purpose and destiny for people's lives and I believe
that's still being unfolded.

But I honoured him for what he'd done; and again said: it was not by rights - it



was a significant event to be a part of, but we really had no rights; just that God
is so incredibly good, the grace of God, and the goodness of God. So we both
just had a chance again just to acknowledge God, and acknowledge and honour
which again was part of the process.

[Mike Connell] We'll just finish with a couple of things, but what was amazing
was the impact on people. There were lots of things I won't disclose, because
they were just very, very precious; I just feel it wouldn't be appropriate to share
them.

But there was a couple of things that were really thrilling.... One was that Jo has
a son called Alex, who's seven years old; and prior to the wedding, he had been
talking to Steven. Steven asked him: “Do you want me to be your step dad?” He
said: “No - I've got a dad - I don't need a step dad. I'll just call you Steve”.

But when we'd had this time, and the presence of God was touching people, he
said: “why are people crying?” Jo said: when people say words from their heart -
they feel something; and he said: “I want to say something”.

So he took the microphone - this is a seven year old - and then he honoured his
mother for being so beautiful, and so good for him. Then he honoured Steve; and
he said: Steve, I'd like you to be my step-dad. I'd like you to have that place in
my life. Well...

[Joy Connell] He sat down and burst into tears.

[Mike Connell] He sat down and burst into tears; and we're thinking (sob) you
know - so there were many things that happened like that.

There was one other thing that was notable for me. Although it had been so
awkward prior to the wedding; after the wedding, her mother came up and said:
thank you for coaching her in how to put on such a great event. I just thanked her
for acknowledging it, and so on; but really, what we had done: we'd coached her
in the principle of honour.

As she did it, all the way through, the presence of God came, and made this even
just an extraordinary event. We are deeply grateful to the Lord - it's something
we could never do.



We believed that He would bring her back. We believed that we'd be part of her
life; but we never would have guessed that God does is more than enough, that
God gave us more than we expected.

I want to encourage you all to consider those issues of: Humility; and Honour -
they can unlock so much in our lives.

Closing Prayer

I know some of you will have been really deeply touched. Perhaps it's really
touched your heart; and you're not a Christian, you don't know Jesus Christ; you
haven't experienced for yourself yet the personal love of God for you.

Jesus said: to everyone who received Him, to everyone who personally invited
Christ into their life, He gave them power to become a child of God; to have
their sins forgiven, to have a new relationship with God, His Father; and to walk
as part of a God family.

What a great thing for you to make that decision today. We made it - I had so
many things wrong with my life before I came to Jesus Christ.

The goodness of the Lord is before us. Why don't you make that decision
yourself?

If youre here today, and you don't know Jesus Christ; why not become a
Christian? Receive the love of God, into your life. It's a personal choice to
connect with God.

Perhaps you're disconnected from God. You've once had a relationship with the
Lord; but because of disappointments, things not going like you thought - you've
drawn back; and today you need to renew your relationship with the Lord. Just
be honest, be humble.

Humility is: admitting my condition. You say: God, I need to come back to you
today.

Related Article written by: Dawn Seow (www.citynews.sg - 16 June 2012)



It was a love story that seemed to go wrong at every possible turn. Like Romeo
and Juliet, they were two young lovers forced apart by their family backgrounds.
To make matters worse, they brought a baby into this world; a baby they decided
not to keep. But unlike other stories, this one has a happy ending, because God
intervened and turned tragedy into triumph.

In 1962, Mike and Joy Connell were freshmen at a university when they met in
school and fell in love. But because Connell was from a Catholic family and Joy
from a strict Brethren background, their families were against their relationship.

“We were both the eldest in the family and we faced a lot of pressure from our
families,” Joy recounted. “There was tremendous resistance between the
Protestants and Catholics at that time, which caused strong religious opposition
in both our families; so we kept breaking up and coming back.”

Six years later, they made a mistake and Joy found herself pregnant.

“I was in shock, fear and shame, thinking to myself: what do I do? We made a
silly decision and that was to hide in secrecy and not tell our family. We were
living away from home and so I managed to give birth to the baby without
anyone knowing,” she said.

While Joy made a decision to bring the baby into the world, she decided not to
keep her. “We gave her up for adoption. At that time in New Zealand, the law
was such that if we gave up our baby (for adoption), we will never be able to see
her again. The law restricted all access between the two families.”

Thankfully, God made a way for the young couple to eventually get married, as
their parents felt they had been together for so long. Even though Joy felt like a
backslidden Christian, there were people who knew about their problems and
were praying for them. “And one day I did feel the Lord said he (Connell) has a
heart after God and it was okay to marry,” Joy said. “I felt a release.”

To pacify both families, the couple decided on a joint service by a Catholic priest
and an Anglican minister. “On the day I got married I gave my life to Jesus; I
realized that we will never make our lives work unless Jesus was there. So I
made a commitment to Christ at the service just before we got married,” said
Connell.



This is the love story of Mike and Joy Connell, now the senior pastors of Bay
City Outreach Center in Hastings, New Zealand. Their names are not unfamiliar
at City Harvest Church. Connell is an internationally recognized teacher of the
Word who moves powerfully in the prophetic, deliverance and inner healing
gifts. His ministry has brought great healing to the hurt and broken-hearted.

While he was at CHC to minister over the weekend of Jun. 2 and 3, his family
shared with City News the story of how he and Joy came to reconcile with the
firstborn they gave up for adoption.

Reconciliation Begins with Healing

“After coming to the Lord, I realized how wrong I was (to give the baby up for
adoption). I believed in my heart that the Lord will make a way for her (the baby
girl) to come back, even though the law said otherwise. So I came into deep
repentance, and made a commitment that when she came back in our lives,
whatever I was doing, I would make it public and be completely open with
everyone, because the sin was in the hiding, and repentance meant doing the
exact opposite.

Eight years after they were married, the Connells were called to start a Christian
school in the same year they started pastoring a church. As life moved on, they
never talked about how the trauma of what happened affected both of them.

“We were working with a few married couples at one time and decided to have a
marriage renewal service, looking at the foundations and helping these couples
make a fresh commitment towards each other,” Joy shared. “And that was the
first time we look at the foundations of our own lives and we realized how much
damage had been done in terms of the grief and pain because of what happened.
We resolved our hurts and shortly after, the laws (that restricts parents from
meeting their children after giving them up for adoption) changed! God knew
that the laws were changing and He got us ready for the change.”

The Connells wrote a letter to the social welfare. Interestingly, the mother who
adopted their baby wrote them a letter as well, almost at the same time, to ask for
information.

Josephine Brown, Connell’s daughter, was already 18 at that time, and was



finishing her first year at university. Normally, the welfare services would not let
them make contact until the child was 21 years old, but because there was
interest on both sides, they allowed contact to be made.

“When I was born, I had a splint and had to be in bed for 10 weeks,” Josephine
shared. “When my parents came to adopt me, the doctors couldn’t tell if I would
develop some kind of disability. When they told their parents they wanted to
adopt me, their parents were quite resistant.”

Unlike other adopted children, Josephine had always known that she was
adopted. “It was not good or bad, just facts I knew. But as a child I always
wondered who I was. In New Zealand, there are people who came from so many
backgrounds, it’s like people have traveled here from England, Ireland or Wales
so people always discussed if they are Irish-half or English-half and I never
knew who I was.”

When Josephine found out that her mother had received a letter from the social
welfare that her biological parents have six more children, questions started
reeling in her mind: who were they? What do they looked like? Do they look
like me? “It’s insane, when you don’t have information, you just fill in with your
imagination.”

Eventually, Josephine flew up to meet the Connells after her exams that year.
She arrived in town on Connell’s birthday.

“The week before she came, we openly told the church our story and everything
came to light. After that, many of those who had problems sharing their past
brought their secrets into the light as well,” said Joy.

As Connell came clean with his family’s past, God brought a lesson to his mind.
“This was what the Lord asked me after we told the church, ‘You know what
would happen if you had not shared with your church?’ I said, ‘No, I haven’t
thought about that,” to which God said, ‘If you had kept this in secret, it would
have been a betrayal of trust for all under your leadership once they found out
the truth.’”

Humility and Giving Honor



Over the years, the Connell family maintained contact with Josephine. She did
not grow up in a Christian family but whenever she visited them, she would go
to church with them.

While she felt moved by the presence of God at church, becoming a Christian
was a struggle with the issue of loyalty for Josephine. “I grew up always wanting
to please my parents, and I didn’t want the decision (to believe in God) to please
other people; I wanted it to be for myself. So it took a long time to come to that
point of not worrying about what my parents thought as well as what Mike and
Joy thought.”

The change came when Josephine met her future husband Steve Brown, who
shared his testimony with her about being healed at a church service. “I thought
to myself, this is a guy who can help me grow spiritually. It was so important to
me because if I got together with the wrong guy, it would be harder (to become a
Christian).”

Their wedding in October 2008 was the first time Josephine’s biological and
adopted family met. “I wanted my dad to walk me down the aisle and Mike to
take the service.”

But things did not turn out as well as everyone hoped. Connell could still
remember the tension he felt in the air at the initial meeting. “I said to God,
‘Help! You have to help me solve this!” And I didn’t actually get an answer until
the morning of the wedding day itself. The Lord showed me how to approach it
with the principle of honor.

“There was the uncertainty of her siblings and her parents, and everyone was
thinking: what’s he going to say, and I’'m thinking: what am I going to say?

So the Lord showed me to start by placing honor on Josephine and her parents,
because when you humble yourself and honor people, their hearts will be
softened. I spoke words of value to her parents, her brothers, and to Josephine
and Steve. The presence of God came and I felt the tension just lift. Hearts were
softened and you could feel the love in the place. It was what I asked God for: all
the walls were broke down and people just cried. It was so good.

At the reception, her mother stood up to speak and people just started to weep.



She had faced her own conflicts because of her mother’s objection to her
adopting Josephine, but deep down in her heart, she knew that this baby would
be ok.”

Josephine and Steve were baptized by Connell at their home on Easter Sunday
last year. “We are now putting down our roots and learning how to pray and
walk with God,” Josephine said with a smile.

It is inevitable that people make mistakes, but as this story has shown, God is
always there to turn mourning into dancing and sorrows into joy.
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The heart of God is full of compassion to heal and restore damaged lives.
Abortion is a doorway for grief and bondage, which is largely hidden under
secrecy and denial. When the truth is faced that the life of a child has been taken
the pain is immense. The reality dawns, there is a son or daughter in heaven who
we will meet one day!

Discover how to bring meaningful healing to families who have lost a child in
the womb, and set them free from bondage and torment. Jesus did not come to
condemn - He came to save, heal, deliver, restore.

The church needs to have a message of hope. The gospel is a message of hope to
people. It's about God's love for us, and his willingness to help us. And so as
Christians, no matter what is happening around us, we need to understand we
have a message to help people. That Jesus Christ came to help people.

I'm reminded of an important scripture where it says: Jesus did not come to
condemn people, but to save them; to rescue people out of the problems created
by sin. So Jesus loves people, and he has no condemnation for us. No matter
what has happened in your life, the heart of God is to reach into you, and love
you, and restore you.

And so as believers, we should not be afraid of the issues in our nation, but
should learn and understand them, and learn how to minister to people. We
should not have areas we can't talk about. Rather, we should be able to talk about
any issue; and come with a spirit of love, a spirit of hope, and with comfort for
people.

I want to do this today — I want to share with you something that will be very
deeply touching for many people. I haven't shared this message before, but God
has spoken into my heart recently about this, and I wrestled somewhat last night
and this morning. I really wanted to preach something else! But, I always feel
that if you listen to God, he has something in mind for us. And this message may
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directly affect you, or it may indirectly affect you. And I just hope you will have
an open heart and a loving spirit. Because we have prayed for people, and seen
God bring tremendous breakthroughs.

Let's just have a look at Psalm 127:3. We've come here many times, and we've
shared our story, most of you would know we have a big family with 7 children,
and 21 grandchildren, and we've learnt a lot of things on the way. We also have 2
other children, but they're in heaven. So I want to talk today about abortion and
miscarriage.

I want to offer hope for you. We want people here who don't know Jesus, to
realize God loves you, and desires to help you; wants to break the power of sin
in your life. After that I'd like to pray for 3 groups of people together. We'll pray
for you together, because we don't want to embarrass you. We just want there to
be a spirit of love, and the power of God to help you. I want to pray for people
who've had an abortion, or perhaps you've been connected to someone who has.
For people who've had a miscarriage; or for people who are barren, and are
hoping for a child. We're not going to ask you at all what the nature of your
problem is. We just want you to feel free to come and believe that God will help
you.

So in Psalm 127:3, it says: “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, and
the fruit of the womb is his reward”. So children are a heritage. It's an
inheritance, something God gives to us. There's a part of every person that is a
spirit being. The spirit comes from God. The Bible says: God is a Spirit. So
when human beings come together, and create a life, they are partnering with
God; and God puts a spirit into the child. The child becomes a living being, with
an eternal destiny. God's desire is that the child shares his destiny with him.
God's desire is for many children. This is the heart of God - many children. So
God plans to reach out into this earth to help people - that's God's heart.

So when we're born into this world, we're born separate from God, because of
sin. God's desire is to come to us, forgive our sins, put the Spirit in our lives, and
give us an eternal destiny with him. This starts by responding to Christ.

I read in the paper just 3 days ago, it's a news story from China. It took place in a
province called Weifang city, and there was a young couple. They went to bed
one evening, they had one child, and they were expecting a second child. In the



early hours of one morning, the police burst into their home. They held down the
husband, and they dragged the wife out of the home, and took her to a hospital.

The panic-stricken husband tried every way to find out where his wife had gone.
But the authorities refused to tell him. It took him 6 hours to find out where his
wife was. They had threatened the wife, because she already 6 months pregnant -
threatened to put her husband in prison. Then they injected her, and when he got
to his wife, she was in the process of miscarrying.

What touched me very deeply was that both of them suffered great grief. They
were grieving over the loss of their child, and there's no one to comfort them.
My heart goes out to them, and I'll tell you why in a moment. I feel quite deeply
touched by that story. I'll share to you a couple of personal testimonies, and then
we'll open up the word of God. I want to offer hope to people today.

Some years ago, my wife went through two miscarriages. As a man, I didn't
understand at that time what it meant to a woman, to miscarry. We were involved
in ministry; we had many pressures on us - we already had 5 other children.
When the two miscarriages came, my wife never complained. She had the
miscarriages, went to hospital, and then we carried on with our life, and I didn't
think about it much at all.

We had another two children - Peter and Sarah. Some years later, I was in
another church ministry, and I was praying for a lady, and asked her: what is the
problem? She'd had a miscarriage, and as I prayed, she began to weep; and I felt
this incredible grief - I began to cry with her. I thought: that's very strange - 1
must be feeling the love of God.

Then on the same day, I went to another church; and the second time, the same
thing happened. I prayed for a woman who'd suffered a miscarriage, and I had
this incredible grief. When you feel something, you need to ask yourself: what
am I feeling; and why do I feel it? So I went home and began to pray, and the
Lord spoke to me. He said: you are grieving not because of her, but because of
your own loss. He said: you've lost two children — a boy and a girl, and you've
never stopped to grieve. You've never even admitted you've lost a child.

So I began to grieve, and the Lord showed me what to do. I went home to my
wife, and I said to her: God's been speaking to me about our two miscarriages.



Joy said: “Well God's been speaking to me too - I've been journaling about this.
We had a boy and a girl; and I've given them names: Timothy and Catherine.”

I said: the Lord has shown me something we need to do for our family. So we
had a family meal, like we always do, and Joy put two beautiful orchids on the
table. Then we had our meal, and we shared with the children. I said: “You know
that we have seven children in our family. Well actually, there are nine - there are
another two in heaven”.

An interesting thing happened - the two children who came after the
miscarriages, both began to weep, and they were really deep sobs. I realised that
they had picked up a grief in their spirit; even though in their mind, they did not
know we had lost two children. There was grief that my wife carried; and they
knew in their spirit that they had lost a brother and a sister, and there was a grief
in their heart. The spirit of grief had come around them.

So the grief my wife carried over her loss, was transferred to the next two
children. So we laid our hands on them and prayed for them. For the other
children, this wasn't an issue at all - it was just the two following the
miscarriage. This opened our eyes, that a child in the womb can feel the feelings
and the grief of the mother. That when a child is miscarried, and the mother feels
the grief - if the grief isn't resolved, then the next children pick up the grief. That
was quite a revelation to us.

We did get a tremendous insight: that when you've lost children to a miscarriage,
it's important to identify who they are. Not just some ‘thing' we've lost. For me,
it was like my wife lost something - like a tooth. Painful; but it's just something
that happens. I didn't get a hold in my heart that I've lost a child; that as a father,
one of my children had been taken away.

So I realised that when there are miscarriages, and also when there are abortions
- there's a real grief left. One of the ways of processing the grief, I'll tell you a bit
more about it later, is to identify what each child is; and to give them a name;
and to release them to the Lord. Then it's not just some “thing” that happened,
some “thing” I lost - some piece of tissue. It's actually a real living spirit being,
whose body never developed, whose house did not last, and they had to leave.
My wife put it this way, so beautifully: “It's a rose that budded, but never
bloomed”. So over the years, we've prayed for many people, and helped them in



this area.

Now, here's the second part of the testimony: earlier on this year I was in
Singapore, and as I was in Singapore, I was teaching about encounters with God.
We had a worship team, and we were ministering just to the worship team, to
help them have encounters with God.

Now previously to this, the two children we had who had suffered grief, one day
after church, said this to us - each independently. They said: we saw into heaven
today in the meeting. We saw our brother and sister - and each of them saw that.
It's like God opened heaven for them, and they saw the brother and sister they'd
lost. Each of them saw the exact same thing, independently of each other; and
they were really excited, and were able to describe them!

I must admit - I was a bit jealous; but this year, I was teaching on how to have
encounters with God. So I taught people how to focus on Jesus, allow your
imagination to see him as the word of God describes him, and begin to reach out
in your heart to him. In other words, I was meditating on Jesus. All these other
young people were having encounters with God; and I just felt that instead of
leading the meeting, I should press in myself.

So I began to meditate on Jesus - I wasn't thinking about anything else.
Suddenly, I became in the Spirit; and instead of seeing Jesus, the Holy Spirit
revealed to me two people: a young man, and a young woman. It was a shock to
me - [ didn't expect to see that. They both spoke to me, and said: “Hello Dad”. I
was just shocked! They said: “We've got so many things to tell you, about what
happens in heaven”. Then I became aware of Jesus standing next to me - He was
carrying a little baby in his arms. I realised that child was the grandchild we
miscarried in December. Then suddenly I saw another little child, and he said:
“hello Granddad”. I could recognise the facial features, and knew which of my
children had lost this child.

My attention came around to my son and daughter, and I began to look at them;
Jesus was right next to me. They began to talk to me, and said: we want to show
you something. Suddenly my eyes opened up. I could see this huge immense
vast area - full of children. They were all of different ages; from babies to a little
bit older. There were so many that I couldn't count them — vast numbers. They
said: these are children that have been miscarried or aborted; there's a special



place in heaven for each of them, where angels look after them, and they're
educated and grow up.

I realised then, that the size of my grandchild was about the proper age for the
one I'd lost. I realised the age of my children were about the right age for when
we lost them. As I looked around, at all of these children who had been
miscarried or aborted; I realised that God was showing me something else. The
ones He was showing me were all Chinese. I was quite shocked!

Then Jesus spoke to me, He had absolutely no condemnation towards anyone at
all, I could just feel His love. This is what He said: “Every one of them has a
mother, who is grieving over their child, and I want to bring healing to those
mothers.” He didn't say anything about what they'd done. He just said: “I love
them, and want to help them, because they're grieving”. He said: I want you to
begin to study and prepare in this area. I want you to put some materials on
DVD, and speak in China. My heart was deeply touched, not just from seeing all
the children, but feeling the grief of the mothers. I could feel the heart of Jesus -
His immense grief.

Recently we were up in China, and someone came to me privately. I couldn't
believe it - they said they'd had an abortion. “Can you help me”, they said. God
dramatically ministered and brought healing to this couple. It was like each place
I went to after that, there would always be someone who'd come and ask us if we
could pray for them.

So I felt I'd share some things about this here — have to start somewhere. I want
to share some things from scripture - some basic keys we've learnt that could
help. I want to establish that from God's point of view, a child is a living person,
with a destiny - even if they're still in the womb. Sometimes people think that,
because the child is in the womb: 1) it doesn't understand anything; and 2) that
it's not a person - it's just a ‘thing', and often inconvenient.

I want to show you several scriptures quickly, to show you God's point of view.
In Judges 13, you'll find something about Samson. Here is the common thread:
that before a child is conceived, God already knows them and their
characteristics, and has a destiny for their life. So no matter what stage the child
is at in the womb, from God's point of view, it is a living person, with a destiny -
a person He knows.



Judges 13:2-5 says: There was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the
Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had borne no
children. Then the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman, saying: “Behold
now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and give
birth to a son. “Now therefore, be careful not to drink wine or strong drink, nor
eat any unclean thing. “For behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son,
and no razor shall come upon his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God
from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the
Philistines.”

Notice these things: before the child is conceived, God already knows it's a son.
Secondly, God has a plan that this son will deliver Israel. Thirdly, it's very
important how the mother conducted herself while she's pregnant. In other
words, God is concerned about negative influences coming in to the unborn
child. So you see, in this passage, that before a child is even conceived, God
knows the child, and knows its destiny.

1 Kings 13:1-2 says — By the word of the Lord a man of God came from Judah
to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an offering. By the
word of the Lord he cried out against the altar: “Altar, altar! This is what the
Lord says: ‘A son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he
will sacrifice the priests of the high places who make offerings here, and human
bones will be burned on you."”

The nation is corrupt and full of idolatry. God sends a prophet to warn them.
This is what He said: “I am going to bring a child into this world. His name will
be called Josiah, and he is going to be a major mover in bringing restoration to
the nation”. Do you know how long after that prophecy was given until Josiah
came? 360 years! In other words, 360 years before this man appeared, before he
was conceived, before he was born - God named him even! God had a name for
him, and had a destiny for him.

360 years later, when these parents had this child, they wouldn't have
remembered that prophecy. All they did was have a thought come to them: “Let's
name this child Josiah”. They didn't even realise, as they named him Josiah, that
they were fulfilling something that God had already planned. God had a destiny
for that child. 360 years ago, the parents weren't even alive. God could look
through time, and say: in 360 years time, there's going to be a couple. The father



would be a very corrupt man, but in spite of that fact - that he's a Satan
worshipper - I will bring into that family, a child who will change the nation. His
name will be called Josiah. You notice again, God has names for children; has
destinies for them; and knows them before they're even conceived.

Let's look at another one in Jeremiah 1:4 The word of the Lord came to me,
saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I
set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” How amazing! God
says: He forms the child in the womb. He said: before the embryo or foetus was
formed, I knew who was going to be in there. In other words - you're a spirit
being, and even though the house you're going to live in isn't formed, I know
who you are. I know all about you, and I've already set you apart. I already have
a destiny for you. Even before you have formed enough that your mother knows
anything, I have formed my spirit into you, and you will be a prophet to the
nations.

You notice again that even before the child is properly formed, God knows the
child, and has a destiny for them. Isn't this amazing? Isaiah 49:1 tells us the same
thing. Isaiah was also known to the Lord before he was formed in the womb.

In Psalm 139:16, David says: “Your eyes saw my substance being yet unformed;
and in your book were written all the days that were fashioned for me, when yet
there are none.” What David is saying is this: when I was a tiniest embryo, just
conceived, and I wasn't even formed -You saw me. Not only that, it says: ‘in
your book, were written all the days of my life, when I hadn't even begun one of
them yet'. In other words, what he's saying is that God saw him as a human
being, as a spirit being, as a person with a destiny, and ascribed a course for him,

before he was even born.

So these scriptures seem to indicate very strongly that before we're even
conceived, God knows we're coming; and at the moment we're conceived, the
Spirit of God goes into the child. Even though it's unformed, God loves that
child. God has a destiny for that child, even if the child's born into difficult
family circumstances.

Josiah was born into a family where the father was a Satanist, but God still had a
destiny for him. How amazing that God would see an unborn child like this; see
the child in the womb as a living being — with a name, with a destiny, with a life



planned out. This is truly amazing.

Over and over in the Bible, we find God speaking about children before they're
born. Zachariah and Elizabeth — Elizabeth was barren, and God spoke to
Zachariah and said: “You know your wife is barren, she can't have any children”.
He said: “I know that”. God said: “You're going to have children. You're going to
have a child.” He said: “She's too old for that — how is this going to happen?” He
argued with God, but God said “No more arguing. You'll have a child — he is
going to be a prophet, and will prepare the way of the Lord”. The Bible is very
clear — that God sees people before they're conceived and born, and He has a
plan for their life, long before they come out of the womb.

Matthew 1:21 — “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Same thing again - before
the child is even conceived, God knows the child, knows the name, has a destiny
for that child.

How about you? Have a look in Ephesians 2:10, I want you to notice something
— “Now you are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for a purpose, for
good works, that God prepared beforehand, that we would walk in them”. So
what it tells us is that each person is a unique work of God. Each of us is a
unique manufacture of God. There's no one like you - your fingerprints are
unique, your DNA is unique, everything about you is unique. Before you were
born, God had a path for you to walk. It says: you were created for something -
for good works. Before you were begun, God had a plan, that you'd do
something useful in your life. Amen.

Have a look at the second thing, in Luke 1:39-44. The first thing we need to look
at, is that God knows us before we're born. He knows our name; knows what we
will be like; and He's interested in us while we're in the womb; and has a
purpose for our life.

Let's have a look at the child in the womb. I was reading a secular book recently,
and they have done a lot of research more recently with ultrasonic scans of
infants in the womb. Prior to this, for about 100 years, people believed that the
identity was in the brain — personality, understanding, awareness. But they found
an interesting thing, once they started to do these experiments. If the personality
and identity and feelings are in the brain, the conclusion that they came to, is that



if the brain is not developed, then it is not really a person, so you can get rid of
it.

But in the Bible, it's quite different. Recent research shows quite clearly, that it's
the heart that develops before the brain. The Bible tells us, that out of your heart
is where life flows. Also recent research has shown that the child in the womb is
very aware of what's happening around it, even before the mind is developed.
This was a secular book, and the conclusion he came to after lots of research,
was that an unborn child in the womb is totally aware of what's happening
around them, even if the brain isn't fully formed.

In other words - it's a person. The guy came to the conclusion, that there must be
some sixth sense that enables the child to know things, when their brain isn't
developed enough, and neither was their hearing. He was talking about their
spirit - that the spirit of the child recognises what is happening around them. He
discovers they could recognise the voice of the father and the mother; recognise
conflict; and could understand what was happening around them. This is partly
the reason for the Hebrew culture, that once the woman is pregnant, she would
go into hiding for quite some months in a peaceful location, so the child could be
at peace and rest during the formation stages in the womb. So this is modern
research.

Now let's read what the Bible says. In Luke 1:39, it says: “At that time Mary got
ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered
Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth.” Now Elizabeth is six months pregnant,
and the baby is not yet fully formed. Now look at this - it said: “When Elizabeth
heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit.” Who says the baby in the womb doesn't know what's
going on? See, Elizabeth was very pregnant; door opens up and Mary was there;
and Mary begins to prophesise and flow with the Holy Spirit. Elizabeth is
listening to all the words, and the baby is picking up the prophetic flow! The
baby goes: “yay!” and kicks, huge kick - full of joy, because this is his destiny —
to be a prophet for the Messiah. This is his destiny - right from in the womb. He
knows there's something for him, and as soon as he feels the Holy Ghost, he
leaps; massive kicks.

So this is something they've only discovered, recently: that the child in the womb
is aware of spiritual influences; but it's written in the Bible 2000 years ago. So



children in the womb are aware of the environment around them. They're aware
of the presence of God; they're aware of the mother and what she feels; they're
aware of the father; they're aware of the environment.

Now the reason I've taken a bit of time to share these things, is because I want to
talk about the impact when an abortion takes place. The Bible's very clear, when
we look from one end to the other, that the devil is hostile to children. From the
book of Genesis (Genesis 3:15) it says the devil is hostile to children, because of
a promise God made: that through children being born out of women, a saviour
would be born.

So when we look right through Bible history, we find demonic attacks on the
child - either in the womb, or just born. In the days of Exodus, just before there
was a great deliverance, all the male children under two were killed. In the days
after King David, Athaliah killed all the royal children but one. In the days of
Jesus, the spirit of murder came through Herod, and murdered all the children
under two.

The devil has constantly been against children. The womb is an area of conflict.
When miscarriages take place, something God intended for good is suddenly
stopped. When abortion takes place, the life of a child is taken. Something
wrong has happened, and there is a huge impact. I want to talk a little bit about
the impact, because as we've prayed for people, we have realised that many
people are suffering, but they cannot understand why they were suffering.

The Bible describes a number of reasons why miscarriages take place. But it
does lay out this — that God's plan is no miscarriages and that the womb would
be fruitful. So when we look at scriptures, we find that miscarriages came
because of idolatry. Sometimes they came because of a curse in the family line.
Sometimes it was because of incest in the family. Sometimes it was because
people were involved in evil spirits.

I won't go into all the scriptures regarding that, but the Bible is very clear that
God's intention is that we be productive. So when miscarriages happen, there can
be a spiritual cause, or there can be just a natural, physical cause. When we
enquired about the last miscarriage, one of my daughters got a word from God
that the brain had not formed properly, and that my daughter and her husband
had been spared years of grief. Sometimes there's a physical problem, because



we live in a fallen world. Sometimes there's a spiritual problem; and sometimes
it can be because the mother has made inner vows never to have a child.

Whatever the cause, the result is grief. When a mother carries a child in her
womb, and loses the child, there is a deep grief and sense of loss. Men can't
easily understand it - that a woman's life is wrapped up with the child, who is
drawing life from her body. So when there's a loss, there's a great grief.

I want to focus on the impact of an abortion. Sometimes when we're counselling
people, if you don't get to the root of the problem, you can never solve the
problem. As I researched this area, I began to find that everywhere, they came
up with the same conclusions — in order for a woman to have an abortion, she
must somehow distance herself that this is a real person. Either the doctor
informs her: it's nothing, and it's just a medical procedure; or because of fear, or
difficulties in the physical situation, she just doesn't want to acknowledge what's
happening.

One of the core issues is the denial this is a human being. Once the mother has
denied that it is a human being, then it's just a physical operation like having
your tooth pulled. However, that is not the truth.

Here are some of the things that are commonly attributed now, to someone
having an abortion. These are widely-known symptoms, known as post-abortion
trauma syndrome. Let me list them for you; and then we'll show how people can
be set free. Surveys done on people indicated these kind of issues. I'll just list
them without explaining them too much.

1) Shame — they'll feel shame and secrecy coupled with low personal-esteem.
2) Deep feelings of guilt — just guilt that would not go away.

3) Depression — often bouts of depression, sadness and crying, but no apparent
reason. Because remember, if you've concealed the truth with a lie; if you've
refused to accept this was a life that was taken; then you won't understand why
you're so sad. If it wasn't anything - how could I be sad about it?

4) Suicidal thinking and attempts.

5) Issues with self-hate.



6) Issues with sleep disorders.

7) Flashbacks - the woman suddenly remembers the trauma, and goes back into
shock and grief.

8) A strong desire for replacement babies; unconsciously wanting a baby, to
make up for the baby that was lost. What's called “anniversary syndrome” - on
the date of the abortion or the date the child was to be born, the mother begins to
become depressed and weep, but usually doesn't know why.

9) Another thing is trying to atone, by spoiling the other children.
10) Alcohol or drug problems.

11) Self-punishing behaviour — I deserve to be punished, which could be self-
harm (cutting), abusive relationships, or promiscuity.

12) It can be physical problems — constant bleeding, or constant miscarriages.

13) Often there's a deep guilt — I survived, but at the cost of my child. These are
terrible feelings that people have.

I had a woman come to me for prayer recently, and I said to her: “What is your
problem?” She said: “I have been bleeding for about 12 years. We desperately
want children but cannot have any”. I said: “Have you ever had an abortion?”
She said: “Yes. I had 4”. I said to the lady, in the spirit of love, “You actually
have a family of 4 children, but they're all in heaven - and your actions have
brought this about. When they told you this was a simple procedure - they lied.
Actually, it's caused you this problem you now have. You and your husband are
without a child to hold, because the ones you could've held, you've now lost”.

She just began to weep and weep. We shared with her that God loved her, and
would forgive her; so she was restored to the Lord, and her heart was healed. I'll
show you exactly how, shortly. My prayer is that the next time I'm there, she'll
have a baby. I was at City Harvest this year, and a lady came up with a husband
and a little baby. She said: “You must see our little baby - it's a miracle baby. It
was 12 months since you were last here. We had a very bad first child, very
difficult pregnancy, and I made an inner vow that I'd never have another child.
So, every time I get pregnant, I lose the child through miscarriage. I realised



when I went through your teaching, that I made an inner vow. I renounced the
inner vow, and asked God to bless my womb - 3 months later I'm pregnant, and
here's our little baby.” Actually it was short of 3 months, it was around 1 month.

So you see again, the spiritual connection to problems in the life. So, one of the
issues that we have found, is that many problems women suffer with - they can't
trace it back to the abortion, because they've pretended that nothing really
happened. I want to share very quickly the path to get free.

Jeremiah 31:15 says: “Rachel, weeping for her children, unable to be comforted,
because they are no more.” So how can we get free? For someone who is in this
situation, the first step is to turn to Jesus Christ. John 3:16 says “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” So whatever you're
suffering from, Jesus is able to save and heal you.

So we see then, the consequences of abortion are far bigger than we realise.
They affect the mother; spirits are imparted to the womb that affect the next
children; the family are affected; the man who was the father has lost his child;
the grandparents have lost a grandchild; and siblings born after that are affected
by the trauma.

I remember one lady brought her child to me. I said: “What's the problem?” She
said: “My child will not bond and breast feed. In fact, as soon as I put him on the
breast, he begins to scream. What can we do?” I said, “You didn't by any chance,
try and abort this child did you?” She said: “Yes.” I said: “Is it surprising that the
child is afraid of you? It senses the spirit of murder - it's not going to bond to
someone who tried to destroy it”. She was shocked! She asked Jesus to forgive
her, I prayed for the mother and child, and the child bonded. As soon as the child
was delivered from the spirit of fear and murder, immediately it started to bond -
it was a huge impact.

So let's have a look at how to get free. There are three areas: spiritual issues;
emotional issues; and relationship issues. The answer is incredibly simple - it's
very easy for you to move out of the place of death to life.

1) We need to face the spiritual issues. So the first thing is to face the truth: this



is what I did - I took the life of my child. Most mothers only do it because
they're under such pressure and stress - pressure from the boyfriend or husband;
pressure from the family; pressure from circumstances; but nevertheless - they
must take responsibility.

The first key to being set free is to break the lie. Isaiah 28 it tells us that when we
cover ourselves up with a lie, we are in covenant with death and hell. So the first
step is to face the truth: I had a child, and I've taken the life of my child. Just
facing the truth hugely breaks open this problem.

2) You need to repent and confess it to the Lord. You need to actually come with
words to the Lord. 1 John 1:9 says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful to
forgive us and cleanse us”. So God has already forgiven us - all you need to do,
is position yourself to receive it.

3) The third area is forgiveness. Firstly the person must receive forgiveness - I
am forgiven by God; secondly, they must forgive themselves; and thirdly, they
must forgive other people. Often, the woman may be very angry at the man; very
angry at the father; or very angry at the parents; or very angry at the people who
did the procedures; angry at the friends who encouraged her to do it. There can
be a lot of anger and grief - and that needs to be faced, and let go of - by
forgiveness. Forgiveness is the way we resolve those things; and then
deliverance from the demonic spirits.

Confession; release forgiveness; and deliverance from those spirits. And in a
moment we'll pray for people to be set free. There's another area that's also
needed. This is what we found to be extremely helpful. I have seen people break
and weep when we've just taken this step: Ask the Lord - what is this child?
Jesus knows, God knows your child - Is this a boy or a girl? Listen to your heart,
and God will tell you; just like that.

The next thing to do is to give it a name and an identity. So we're breaking the lie
by giving it an identity. We'll ask them, could you name your child. You know
how hard it is to name children. You spend days working out a name for a child;
but I found that in this kind of process, I've come to the conclusion that God's
already named them - I just need to listen to the name. So ask the Lord: what is
the name of my child I've lost? Or just rise up and give your child a name.



This lady that had the four abortions, I said: ask the Lord to show you what they
were. And she said quite quickly “girl, boy, boy, girl”. I said: now let's give them
names. All were named within the space of a couple of minutes. Now, she began
to grieve - she started to be aware of her children.

I said, “Now the next step is to release your children to the Lord. See Jesus
standing there, and pass your children to Him. Here's what you know: one day
you'll see your children again.” So sometimes we pray a little prayer: Jesus, I
release my child to You. I release her into your arms. Please tell her I'm so sorry
for what I did, and I'm looking forward to meeting her again - a very simple
prayer.

But you notice, all it has done is removed all the lie, and bring it down to the
truth. Often there's a lot of grief, pain and emotions. Sometimes there are other
broken relationships to repair. The path to freedom is very simple.

Of course, if the person's had a miscarriage, there's no sin to confess usually;
unless there's some generational cause. But I have found it helpful, every time, to
close your eyes and open your heart to the Lord. Ask Him to show you what the
child was, and tell you the name. Now, it's not a thing - it's a person; and you'll
see your child again. That is the hope of the gospel — the child is in heaven.

So whenever you speak to Jesus, you're speaking to someone who is speaking to
your child. Leave your child is Jesus' hands, because one day you'll see them
again. I have seen so many people set free, so many broken hearts healed. What
a relief to have the secrecy, shame, and lies broken, and a broken heart healed,
by faith in Jesus Christ.

A very simple thing to do, and I believe God wants to touch many. Let's close
our eyes. I want you to know how much God loves you. Jesus came into this
earth, God in the flesh. He showed us what heaven is like, He showed us the
kingdom of God, and he invited us to connect with Him. We're all born in sin,
separated from God, we can't even find God's way; but Jesus died on the cross
for our sins. He rose again from the dead; broke the power of sin. Jesus said
these words: to everyone who received Him, made Him welcome, believed in
Him, He gave power to become a child of God.






The Silent Scream
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Dr. Bernard Nathanson's classic video that shocked the world. He explains the
procedure of a suction abortion, followed by an actual first trimester abortion as
seen through ultrasound. The viewer can see the child's pathetic attempts to
escape the suction curette as her heart rate doubles, and a "silent scream" as her
body is torn apart.

A great tool to help people see why abortion is murder. The most important video
on abortion ever made. This video changed opinion on abortion to many people.

Introduction by Dr. Bernard Nathanson, host. Describes the technology of
ultrasound and how, for the first time ever, we can actually see inside the womb.
Dr. Nathanson further describes the ultrasound technique and shows examples
of babies in the womb. Three-dimensional depiction of the developing fetus, from
4 weeks through 28 weeks. Display and usage of the abortionists' tools, plus
video of an abortionist performing a suction abortion.

Dr. Nathanson discusses the abortionist who agreed to allow this abortion to be
filmed with ultrasound. The abortionist was quite skilled, having performed
more than 10,000 abortions. We discover that the resulting ultrasound of his
abortion so appalled him that he never again performed another abortion.

The clip begins with an ultrasound of the fetus (girl) who is about to be aborted.
The girl is moving in the womb; displays a heartbeat of 140 per minute; and is at
times sucking her thumb. As the abortionist's suction tip begins to invade the
womb, the child rears and moves violently in an attempt to avoid the instrument.
Her mouth is visibly open in a "silent scream." The child's heart rate speeds up
dramatically (to 200 beats per minute) as she senses aggression. She moves
violently away in a pathetic attempt to escape the instrument. The abortionist's
suction tip begins to rip the baby's limbs from its body, ultimately leaving only
her head in the uterus (too large to be pulled from the uterus in one piece). The
abortionist attempts to crush her head with his forceps, allowing it to be
removed.


http://youtu.be/gON-8PP6zgQ
https://www.createspace.com/4752022
http://mikeconnellministries.com/transcript/1495/The-Silent-Scream.aspx
http://www.silentscream.org

In an effort to "dehumanize" the procedure, the abortionist and anesthesiologist
refer to the baby's head as "number 1." The abortionist crushes "number 1" with
the forceps and removes it from the uterus. Abortion statistics are revealed, as
well as who benefits from the enormously lucrative industry that has developed.
Clinics are now franchised, and there is ample evidence that many are controlled
by organized crime.

Women are victims, too. They haven't been told about the true nature of the
unborn child or the facts about abortion procedures. Their wombs have been
perforated, infected, destroyed, and sterilized. All as a result of an operation
about which they they have had no true knowledge.

Films like this must be made part of "informed consent." NARAL (National
Abortion Rights Action League) and Planned Parenthood are accused of a
conspiracy of silence, of keeping women in the dark about the reality of
abortion.

Finally, Dr. Nathanson discusses his credentials. He is a former abortionist,
having been the director of the largest clinic in the Western world.
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