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Topic:

ALTARSANDSACRIFICES

BibleText:Genesis35:1-2

Speaker:Nsirim Chibueze

Prayer

FatherinthemightynameofJESUSwegathertogetherinthishouseforyourword,I
praythatyoumayteachusmistryaboutyoufather,mayyouimpartourpreacheror
teachwithdeeprevelatorymessagethatwilltransform ustoday,Ipraythatyouare
goingtoteachusandwearegoingtobeupliftedbyyourword,Heavenlyfatherbewith
usnowasweallopenourearstohearyourwordtonightinJESUSMIGHTYnameIpray
Amen

Study

Welcomeeveryone,wethankGodforhisgracetobehereatthismomentintime.

DEFINITIONS:

AccordingtotheMerriam WebstarDictionary,anALTARisusuallyaraisedstructureor
placeonwhichsacrificesareofferedorincenseisburnedinWORSHIP.

ItalsodefinesSACRIFICEasthefollowing:

A.AsaNoun:

I.somethingofferedinsacrifice

II.destructionorsurrenderofsomethingforthesakeofsomethingelse



AltarsandSacrifices-RBSM

2

B.Asaverb:

I.toofferasasacrifice

II.Tokill(apersonoranimal)inareligiousceremonyasanofferingtopleaseaGod.

III.Anactofofferingtoadeitysomethingprecious.

PROLOUGE:

Altarsaremadeforsacrificestobeofferedonthem,butwithoutasacrificethealtar
doesnothaveuse,becauseit'spurposeissolelytobearsacrifices.Weneedtoalso
notethataltarsareusuallyraisedforapurpose.Everyaltarmusthaveapurposeitwas
raisedtoachieve.(Genesis35:1-2)Inturn,sacrificesaremeanttobeofferedonaltars
in orderto countorhavepotency.Hence,both altarsand sacrificesaretotally
dependentoneachotherforrelevance.RIGHTALTARS(BibleExamples)Foranaltarto
beclassifiedas"right"itspurposehastoberight.Onlyarightaltarcanbeeffectiveand
potentinGod'ssight.

EXAMPLE1:

TheProphetsofbaalraisedanaltartotheirgod,whileElijahrepairedthealtarofGod
whichhadbeentorndown.ItgoeswithoutsayingthattherightaltarcausedGodto
answerElijahbyfire.1Kings18:30,32

[30]ThenElijahsaidtothepeople,“Comeclosertome,”andtheyallgatheredroundhim.
HesetaboutrepairingthealtaroftheLordwhichhadbeentorndown.

[32]WiththesestonesherebuiltthealtarfortheworshipoftheLord.Hedugatrench
roundit,largeenoughtoholdalmostfourteenlitresofwater.

EXAMPLE2:

Balaam askedBalaktobuildaltarsforthepurposeofcursingtheIsraelitesbutsincethe
altarswerenotrightaltars,theeffortsofbalakresultedinfutility.

Numbers23:2,4-5

[2]Balakdidashewastold,andheandBalaam offeredabullandaram oneachaltar.

[4]andGodmethim.Balaam saidtohim,“Ihavebuiltthesevenaltarsandofferedabull
andaram oneach.”

[5]TheLordtoldBalaam whattosayandsenthim backtoBalaktogivehim his
message.

Numbers24:10

[10]BalakclenchedhisfistsinangerandsaidtoBalaam,“Icalledyoutocursemy



AltarsandSacrifices-RBSM

3

enemies,butthreetimesnowyouhaveblessedthem instead

EXAMPLE3:

Jacobknew thatinordertobuildarightaltar,heandhisfamilyhadtobeseparated
from allformsofsin.

Genesis35:1-2,7

[1]GodsaidtoJacob,“GotoBethelatonce,andlivethere.Buildanaltartheretome,the
Godwhoappearedtoyouwhenyouwererunningawayfrom yourbrotherEsau.”

[2]SoJacobsaidtohisfamilyandtoallwhowerewithhim,“Getridoftheforeigngods
thatyouhave;purifyyourselvesandputoncleanclothes.

[7]HebuiltanaltarthereandnamedtheplaceaftertheGodofBethel,becauseGodhad
revealedhimselftohim therewhenhewasrunningawayfrom hisbrother.

RAISINGRIGHTALTARS

Asweknow,altarsareusefulinfacilitatingWORSHIPindifferentreligions.Insome
cases,altarsarefoundintempleswhereritualsandWORSHIPtakesplace.

OLDTESTAMENTVIEW

IntheOldTestament,Godgavespecificinstructionsfortheconstructionofallthings
thatwereusedinWORSHIPtohim,e.g.Themeasurementsfortheark,tabernacle,
templeandalsothealtar.

Exodus27:1

[1]“Makeanaltaroutofacaciawood.Itistobesquare,2.2metreslongand2.2metres
wide,anditistobe1.3metreshigh.

NEW TESTAMENTVIEW

IntheNewTestamentweseeJesustalkaboutaplaceofWORSHIPandtheimportance
ofthepowerofGod'sspiritinWORSHIP.

John4:20-24

[20]“MySamaritanancestorsWORSHIPPEDGodonthismountain,butyouJewssay
thatJerusalem istheplacewhereweshouldWORSHIPGod.”

[21]Jesussaidtoher,“Believeme,woman,thetimewillcomewhenpeoplewillnot
WORSHIPtheFathereitheronthismountainorinJerusalem.

[22]YouSamaritansdonotreallyknowwhom youWORSHIP;butweJewsknowwhom
weWORSHIP,becauseitisfrom theJewsthatsalvationcomes.
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[23]Butthetimeiscomingandisalreadyhere,whenbythepowerofGod'sSpiritpeople
willWORSHIPtheFatherashereallyis,offeringhim thetrueWORSHIPthathewants.

[24]GodisSpirit,andonlybythepowerofhisSpiritcanpeopleWORSHIPhim ashe
reallyis.”

THEBODYISTHETEMPLE

Hence,from whatJesussaid,WORSHIPhadtranscendedphysicallocationsandthe
holyspiritplayedabigroleinachievingTRUEWORSHIP.

TRUEWORSHIPwasbeyondthephysicaltemplenoraltarsinsidethetemple.

ThisspiritualtruthwasbuttressedbyApostlePaul,whenhestatedthatthehumanbody
isthetempleoftheHolySpirit.

1Corinthians6:19

[19]Don'tyouknowthatyourbodyisthetempleoftheHolySpirit,wholivesinyouand
whowasgiventoyoubyGod?YoudonotbelongtoyourselvesbuttoGod;

Atthispoint,IwantustocelebrateGodfortheprivilegehehasgivenusviahisspiritto
offerTRUEWORSHIP

ShoutanotherresoundingHallelujah!tohisglory

ACCEPTABLESACRIFICES

Itisworthyofnotethatasacrificemustnotalwaysbeofanimals,itcouldalsobeof
time,resources,physicalenergyandeffort.

Inourgeneration,underthenewcovenant,itismorelikelytoseebelieversofferother
formsofsacrificesbutanimalsacrifices.

Forasacrificetobeeffective,ithastobeacceptable.

OLDTESTAMENTVIEW

IntheOldTestament,Godgavespecificinstructionsonacceptablesacrificestobe
offeredinaccordancewithspecificrequirementsofthelawandceremonies.

NEW TESTAMENTVIEW

Also in the New Testament,Jesus Christmade us understand thatacceptable
sacrificeswerestillrelevant.

Matthew5:23-24

[23]SoifyouareabouttoofferyourgifttoGodatthealtarandthereyourememberthat
yourbrotherhassomethingagainstyou,
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[24]leaveyourgiftthereinfrontofthealtar,goatonceandmakepeacewithyour
brother,andthencomebackandofferyourgifttoGod.

ACCEPTABLEANDUNACCEPTABLESACRIFICES(BibleExamples)

EXAMPLE1:AbelandCain

Genesis4:4-5

[4]ThenAbelbroughtthefirstlambborntooneofhissheep,killedit,andgavethebest
partsofitasanoffering.TheLordwaspleasedwithAbelandhisoffering,

[5]butherejectedCainandhisoffering.Cainbecamefurious,andhescowledinanger.

EXAMPLE2:SamuelandSaul

1Samuel13:8-9,13

[8]HewaitedsevendaysforSamuel,asSamuelhadinstructedhim todo,butSamuel
stillhadnotcometoGilgal.ThepeoplebegantodesertSaul,

[9]sohesaidtothem,“Bringmetheburntsacrificesandthefellowshipsacrifices.”He
offeredaburntsacrifice,

[13]“Thatwasafoolishthingtodo,”Samuelanswered.“Youhavenotobeyedthe
commandtheLordyourGodgaveyou.Ifyouhadobeyed,hewouldhaveletyouand
yourdescendantsruleoverIsraelforever.

FACTORSTHATCOMPROMISEPOTENCYOFSACRIFICES

FACTOR1:Disobedience

1Samuel15:22-23

[22]Samuelsaid,“WhichdoestheLordprefer:obedienceorofferingsandsacrifices?It
isbettertoobeyhim thantosacrificethebestsheeptohim.

[23]Rebellionagainsthim isasbadaswitchcraft,andarroganceisassinfulasidolatry.
BecauseyourejectedtheLord'scommand,hehasrejectedyouasking.”

FACTOR2:Inconsistency

Hosea6:4,6

[4]ButtheLordsays,“IsraelandJudah,whatam Igoingtodowithyou?Yourlovefor
medisappearsasquicklyasmorningmist;itislikedew,thatvanishesearlyintheday.

[6]Iwantyourconstantlove,notyouranimalsacrifices.Iwouldratherhavemypeople
knowmethanburnofferingstome.
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SACRIFICIALATTITUDE

JesusChristshowcasedsacrificialsurrendertoGod'swillbyyieldinghimselftobethe
ultimatesacrificefortheredemptionofmankind.

John12:23-24

[23]Jesusansweredthem,“ThehourhasnowcomefortheSonofMantoreceivegreat
glory.

[24]Iam tellingyouthetruth:agrainofwheatremainsnomorethanasinglegrain
unlessitisdroppedintothegroundanddies.Ifitdoesdie,thenitproducesmanygrains.

The scripture below shows the attitude Jesus had towards making the ultimate
sacrifice.

John10:18

[18]Noonetakesmylifeawayfrom me.Igiveitupofmyownfreewill.Ihavetheright
togiveitup,andIhavetherighttotakeitback.ThisiswhatmyFatherhascommanded
metodo.”

THECHRISTIANWALKISALLABOUTSACRIFICE

JesusChristoftentaughtaboutthesacrificesinvolvedinfollowinghim ashisfollowers.
AsChristians(christ-like),weoughttofollow JesusChrist'sexampleinabsolutely
everything.

John12:25-26

[25]Thosewholovetheirownlifewillloseit;thosewhohatetheirownlifeinthisworld
willkeepitforlifeeternal.

[26]Whoeverwantstoservememustfollow me,sothatmyservantwillbewithme
whereIam.AndmyFatherwillhonouranyonewhoservesme.

SACRIFICIALLIVINGTAKESEFFORT

Luke9:23ThenHesaidtothem all,“IfanyonedesirestocomeafterMe,lethim deny
himself,andtakeuphiscrossDAILY,andfollowMe.

-Crucifyingthefleshbytakingupthecrossiskey,Denyingthefleshisasacrifice.Note
thatthisshouldbedoneDAILY.

Matthew24:13

13Buthewhoendurestotheendshallbesaved.

-Enduringisnoteasy,itmaynotbepleasantanditdefinitelytakesefforttobuildupthe
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strengthtoenduretilltheendinordertogainthecrownofglory.

SACRIFICETAKESEFFORT (BibleExamples)

EXAMPLE1:

WEDDINGFEAST

-Manyarecalled,butfewarechosenbasedonextraeffortputintoappearance.

Matthew22:12,14

[12]‘Friend,howdidyougetinherewithoutweddingclothes?’thekingaskedhim.But
themansaidnothing.

[14]AndJesusconcluded,“Manyareinvited,butfewarechosen.”

EXAMPLE2:

FIVEWISEANDFIVEFOOLISHVIRGINS

-Makingeffortinconsciouslytakingextraoil.

Matthew25:3-4

[3]Thefoolishonestooktheirlampsbutdidnottakeanyextraoilwiththem,

[4]whilethewiseonestookcontainersfullofoilfortheirlamps.

EXAMPLE3:

PARABLEOFTHEMINAS

-Hewhohas,becausehemadeefforttoberesourceful,willgetmoreaddedtohim.

Luke19:24-26

[24]“Thenhesaidtothosewhowerestandingthere,‘Takethegoldcoinawayfrom him
andgiveittotheservantwhohastencoins.’

[25]Buttheysaidtohim,‘Sir,healreadyhastencoins!’

[26]‘Itellyou,’hereplied,‘thattoallthosewhohavesomething,evenmorewillbegiven;
butthosewhohavenothing,eventhelittlethattheyhavewillbetakenawayfrom them.

GODMAKESSACRIFICEFRUITFUL

WhenGodgivesyouatask,hegenerouslyaidsyouperform it,becauseheisjustthat
good.Heislovepersonified(1John4:8).

-We can notbearthe fruits needed fora sacrificialChristian life withoutbeing
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connectedtoChristwhoaidsusbearthem.

John15:5

[5]“Iam thevine,andyouarethebranches.Thosewhoremaininme,andIinthem,will
bearmuchfruit;foryoucandonothingwithoutme.

-Noteonceagainthatifyoumaketheefforttobearfruit,Godprunesyoutobearmore
fruit.Wow!

John15:2

[2]Hebreaksoffeverybranchinmethatdoesnotbearfruit,andhepruneseverybranch
thatdoesbearfruit,sothatitwillbecleanandbearmorefruit Goodnews,Godis
probablytheonlyonewhowillsetanexaminationforyouandstillgenerouslyofferto
aidyou,sothatyouinflyingcolors.

GODMAKESSACRIFICEFRUITFUL(RelevantScripture)

Ephesians2:10Godhasmadeuswhatweare,andinourunionwithChristJesushe
hascreatedusforalifeofgooddeeds,whichhehasalreadypreparedforustodo.

Philippians4:13IhavethestrengthtofaceallconditionsbythepowerthatChristgives
me.

Matthew19:26ButJesuslookedatthem andsaidtothem,“Withmenthisisimpossible,
butwithGodallthingsarepossible.”

Mark9:23Jesussaidtohim,“Ifyoucanbelieve,allthingsarepossibletohim who
believes.”

Ephesians3:20NowtoHim whoisabletodoexceedinglyabundantlyaboveallthatwe
askorthink,accordingtothepowerthatworksinus.

2Peter1:3asHisdivinepowerhasgiventousallthingsthat pertaintolifeand
godliness,throughtheknowledgeofHim whocalledusbygloryand virtue,4bywhich
havebeengiventousexceedinglygreatandpreciouspromises,thatthroughtheseyou
maybepartakersofthedivinenature,havingescapedthecorruptionthatisintheworld
throughlust.

CONCLUSION

AltarsandsacrificesareimportantforworshippingGod,butbeingledbytheHolySpirit
(Rom 8:14)inTRUEWORSHIPtoGodisparamount.

WewillconcludewiththisspirituallifestyleguidegivenbyApostlePaul.

Romans12:1
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[1]Sothen,mybrothersandsisters,becauseofGod'sgreatmercytousIappealtoyou:
OFFERyourselvesasalivingSACRIFICEtoGod,dedicatedtohisSERVICEandpleasing
tohim.ThisistheTRUEWORSHIP thatyoushouldOFFER .Theabovescripture
encapsulatesourexistenceandpurposeasChristians,toofferourselvesasliving
sacrifices,whichisTRUEWORSHIP.

CLOSINGPRAYER

OurFatherinheaven,wethankyouforyourwordthathascomeexpresslytoourhearts,
mayitbearfruitsinusthatwillcauseuscontinuallyofferourselvesasacceptable
sacrificesuntoyou,whichistrueworship,toyourglory,inJesusmightyname.Amen
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NOTICE:

Ifyou were blessed and wantmore PDFs check ourE-library on Telegram -
http://t.me/bsmonline

Forcomments,questionsandothersyoucancontactus,andIfyouwanttobea
memberofResurrectionBibleStudyOnlineMinistry,KindlycontactusonWhatsAppby
sendingarequesttoBrotherOluwatobion+2347067511039.

FollowRBSM onMixlrtoconnecttoourlivebroadcastscopyandpastethislinktoyour
browserandjoinus-https://mixlr.com/rbsmliveorsearchforrbsmliveifyoualready
havetheapp.
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