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Intent: Reading sits at the heart of our school. We want all pupils to read a variety of authors and for pupils to have access to a range of rich, quality texts written by a selection of 
authors, which will inspire them to love reading.  
Reading opens the door to wider learning and we are passionate that all pupils succeed through reading. Our aim is for all pupils to become confident and fluent readers. 

Implementation: These texts have been chosen specifically for each year group, so that pupils at our school experience a broad and balanced reading curriculum. Over their time at 
Kingsway, they will experience a wide reading curriculum, which values established as well as modern authors. Texts are progressive from nursery through to year six. 
We have mapped out class readers, which are instrumental in creating a passion and love of reading alongside texts that drive our curriculum lessons in English. 

Year group Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Nursery  
Please note that 
children will have a 
class story every day. 
These are the 
essential texts, more 
picture books than 
this will be read. 

Owl Babies 
 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
 
Dear Zoo 

We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt 
 
We’re going on an Elf 
Chase 

Shark in the Park 
 
The Gingerbread Man  

Goldilocks 
 
The Three Little Pigs  
 
Little Lumpty 

The Tiger who Came to 
Tea 
 
Each Peach Pear Plum 
 
The Gruffalo 

Where’s Spot 
 
 
Handa’s Surprise 
 
Elmer 

Reception 
 
Please note that 
children will have a 
class story every day. 
These are the 
essential texts and 
ultimately more 
picture books than 
this will be read. 

The Three Little Pigs  
 
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 
 
We’re going on a bear 
hunt. 
 
 

Zog and Stick Man 
by Julia Donaldson 
The Princess and the 
pea 
The Nativity 
 
 
 
 
 

Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 
 
The Smeds and the Smoos 
 
Superworm 
 
 

Here we are by Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
Somebody swallowed 
Stanley  
 
The snail and the 
whale  
 
 
 

Supertato series  
 
Oliver’s Vegetables 
 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
 
 
 
 
 

Zog and the flying 
doctors 
 
The Giant Jam 
sandwich 
 
People who help us. 

Year One 
English Lessons 
Curriculum Texts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Little Miss Bossy and the 
Mr Men Collection  by 
Roger Hargeaves  
 
Dangerous by Tim 
Warnes 
 
Bear Hunt 
 
 
 

Christmas Stories 
 
 
Walking through the 
Jungle 
 
 

The Gingerbread Man 
Traditional Tale (Shrek) 
Lost and Found by Oliver 
Jeffers 
Dogger by Shirley Hughes 

Aliens love underpants 
 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes by 
Jan Fearnley 
 
Cops and Robbers by 
Janet Ahlberg 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
 
The Smartest Giant in 
Town by Julia 
Donaldson 

Peter Rabbit by 
Beatrix Potter 
 
The Last Tree by Emily 
Haworth-Booth 
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Year One 
Class Readers 
Please note that 
children will have a 
class story every day. 
These are the 
essential texts and 
more picture books 
than this will be 
read. 

Elmer by David McKee 
A squash and a squeeze, 
Stickman and Room on 
the Broom by Julia 
Donaldson 
How Dinosaurs really 
work by Allen Snow 

Peter Pan abridged 
Usborne reader by J.M 
Barry 
 
The Owl who was 
afraid of the dark 
 
 

Princess Smarty Pants by 
Babette Cole 
 
The Magic Faraway Tree 
(abridged) by Enid Blyton 

The Twits by Roald 
Dahl 
 

My Naughty Little 
Sister by Dorothy 
Edwards 
 
Hairy Maclary from 
Donaldson’s Dairy by 
Lynley Dodd 

Old Bear by Jane 
Hissey 

Year group Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Year Two  
English Lessons 
Curriculum Texts 

A Bear Called Paddington 
 
Samuel Pepys Diary 
adaptation 

Little Red Riding Hood 
 
The Titanic (non-fiction 
text) 
 
The Snow Queen 

The Tin Forest  
Mind Hug by Emily Arbor 
Lila and the secret of the rain 
by David Conway 
Pet Tales by Ruth Murton 
The Flower by John Light 

Non-fiction texts linked 
to The Jungle e.g., 
dinosaurs, animals 
 
 

The Life of Grace 
Darling. 
The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch. 
Ava Twist, 
Scientist/Rosie Reveer, 
Engineer (Andrea 
Beatty) 

Katie Morag and the 
new pier by Mairi 
Hedderwick 
 
Over in Australia. 
Amazing animals 
down under by 
Marianne Berkes 

Year Two  
Class Readers 

A Bear Called Paddington 
– Michael Bond 
 
The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter – Philip 
Pullman 

Jungle Book (abridged) 
by Rudyard Kipling 
 
The Snow Dragon – Abi 
Elphinstine 
 
The Snow Queen – 
Hans Christian 
Anderson 

Lauren Child picture books: 
Hubert Horatio Bartle Bobton 
Trent; Who’s Afraid of the Big 
Bad Book; Clarice Bean 

Pippi Longstocking by 
Astrid Lingren 
 

Fantastic Mr Fox by 
Roald Dahl 

Amazing Grace by 
Mary Hoffman 
 
 

Year Three 
English Lessons 
Curriculum Texts 

Ug Boy Genius by 
Raymond Briggs 
 
Stoneage Boy by S. 
Kitamura 
 
 
 
 

Myths and Legends: 
Theseus and the 
Minotaur; Hercules. 
 
Aesop’s Fables 
(Traditional Tales) 

A diary of a Killer Cat by Anne 
Fine 
 
The Window by Jeannie Baker  
 
The Tunnel by Anthony 
Browne 

The sea by James 
Reeves 
 
The River by Valerie 
 
Once upon a raindrop 
by James Carter 
 
Sheep Pig by Dick-King 

Ancient Egypt: Tales of 
Gods and Pharaohs 
 
Belonging by Jeannie 
Baker 
 
 

Secrets of a Sun King 
by E. Carroll 
 
 
 
The Green Ship by 
Quentin Blake 
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Smith 
 

Year Three  
Class Readers 

The Faraway Tree by Enid 
Blyton,  
Hairy Maclary stories by 
Lynley Dodd 
 
 

The Giraffe the Pelly 
and Me by Roald Dahl 
 
The Iron Man by Ted 
Hughes 

The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis 
 
Diary of a fourth grade 
nothing by Judy Blume 

The Hodgeheg by Dick-
King Smith 
Dexter and Dude H20 
by S.Hill 
 
Katie in London by 
James Mayhew 

Double Fudge by Judy 
Blume 

I am the seed that 
grew the tree. Nature 
poems for every day 
of the year by Fiona 
Waters 
 
The Magic Finger by 
R.Dahl 

Year group Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Year Four 
English Lessons 
Curriculum Texts 

The Pirate Cruncher 
 
A Street Through Time by 
Steve Noon 
 
Leon and the place 
between by Angela 
McAllister 
 

The Roman Mysteries 
by Caroline Lawrence  
 
 
The Magic Box by Kit 
Wright 
 
Romans on the 
rampage by Jeremy 
Strong 
 

The Secrets of Vesuvius by 
Caroline Lawrence 
In the shadow of Vesuvius.  
 
Escape from Pompeii by 
Christina Balit 
 

How to train your 
dragon by Cressida 
Cowell 
 
Limericks by Edward 
Lear 
 
Chocolate Cake by 
M.Rosen 
 

Until I met Dudley by 
Roger McGough and 
Chris Riddell 
 
The train to impossible 
places by P.G. Bell 
 
 

The Iron Woman by 
Ted Hughes 
 
Poetry anthology by 
Ted Hughes 
 
Kennings poetry 
 
 

Year Four 
Class Readers 

Danny the Champion of 
the World by Roald Dahl 

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class by Onjali Q. 
Rauf 

The Legend of Podkin One Ear 
by Kieran Larwood 
 

Mrs Frisby and the rats 
of Nimh  y Robert C 
O’Brien 

Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory by 
R. Dahl 

The Dark Wild by Piers 
Torday 
 
Charlotte’s Webb by 
E.B. White 
 

Year Five 
English Lessons 
Curriculum Texts 

The Wolves in the Walls 
Neil Gaiman 
 
The Explorer by 
Katherine Rundel 
 
 

The Great Kapok Tree 
by Lynne Cherry 
 
 
 

Journey by Aaron Becker 
 
Quest by Aaron Becker 
 
 

Rain Player 
David Wisniewski  

Mythologica: An 
encyclopedia of Gods, 
Monsters and Mortals 
from Ancient Greece 
by Steve Kershaw 

 

Adventures of 
Odysseus: Jasona and 
the 
Argonauts/G.Fleece 
 
The Day the Crayons 
Quit by Drew Daywalt 
 

Year Five The Explorer by The Nowhere Young Heroes: Inspirational Middleworld by J&P Who Let the Gods out. The Dream Snatcher 
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Class Readers Katherine Rundell Emporium by Ross 
MacKenzie 

children from around the 
world by Lula Bridgeport 

Voelkei  
Kensuke’s Kingdom by 
Michael Morpurgo 

by Abi Elphinstone 

Year Six English 
Lessons Curriculum 
Texts 

Fox by Margaret Wild 
 
The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs. Twisted 
Fairytales by Roald Dahl 
 
 

Black Dog by Levi 
Pinfold 
 
The Dark by Lemony 
Snickett 
 
Highwayman Poem by 
Alfred Noyes 

 

The Giant’s Necklace by 
Michael Morpurgo 

Wonder by J.Palacio 
 
 
The Storm Runner by 
J.C. Cervantes  

Friend or Foe by 
Michael Morpurgo 
 

Robin Hood Tales 
Carries’ War by Nina 
Bawden  
 

Year Six 
Class Readers 

Holes by Louis Sachar The Good Thieves by 
K.Rundell 

Short by Kevin Crossley 
Holland 

The Arrival by Shaun 
Tan 
 

Carrie’s War by Nina 
Bawden 

Goodnight Mr Tom by 
Michelle Magorian 

 

 

 


