
Joint Statement by the Three Bishops of Helsinki:

The development of palliative and end-of-life care must 
continue

We, the three bishops of Helsinki, wish together to appeal for the 
continued strengthening and development of palliative care and 
end-of-life care in Finland. Every person has the right to receive 
high-quality treatment, support and compassion in the final stage 
of life. Palliative care not only relieves pain and suffering, but also 
safeguards human dignity, offers support to loved ones and makes 
it possible to approach death with dignity.

At the same time, we stress that euthanasia is not a humane, 
medical or Christian solution to the situation of a suffering person. 
We reject euthanasia, for the deliberate ending of a human life is 
ethically indefensible. The gift of life is not under human control; 
its beginning and end belong to God.

Euthanasia does not remove suffering but removes the person who 
suffers. Palliative care, by contrast, seeks to meet the whole person 
– body, mind and soul – and to help them walk the final path of 
life with dignity and as one who is loved.

We call on decision-makers, healthcare professionals and society as 
a whole to invest in ensuring that everyone in Finland has access to 
good and humane palliative and end-of-life care. Let us strengthen 
a culture of hope, dignity and compassion – without euthanasia.
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