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In English Issue:

-In Afghanistan, People
selling babies, young girls to
survive (Pages 1 -3)
-Outrage as Taliban reverse
decision to allow girls attend
secondary school (Page. 4)
-US steals billions in Afghan
bank founds (Pages. 5-6)
-Why should Afghanistan
implement the trade
facilitation agreement (TFA)
(Pages. 7-8)

-Religious scholars in
Paktika province urges
Taliban to reopen girl's
schools (page. 8)
-Afghanistan: Latest survey
(pages. 9-10)

-Amnesty International
expresses concern over
Afghan refugees torture in
Iran (page. 11)

-Russia rejects US 'genocide’
claim as Ukraine warns of
‘endless bloodbath' (Pages.
12-13)
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Kyiv denied reports of the surrender and said some
parts of Mariupol were still held by government
forces and that a group of marines had successfully
undertaken a “risky manoeuvre” to link up with
members of the Azov regiment in the ruined city.
Neither the Russian nor Ukrainian claims could be
verified.

Mr Zelenskiy made a new appeal to western allies
to send heavy weapons and ammunition to
Ukraine, listing tanks, air defence systems,
artillery pieces and shells, multi-launch rocket
systems and fighter aircraft as top priorities.
“Without additional weaponry, this war will
become an endless bloodbath . . . Nobody will stop
Russia except Ukraine with heavy weapons,” he
said. “It must be done now . . . Freedom must be
armed better than tyranny. Western countries have
everything to make it happen.”

Poland and the Czech Republic are supplying
Ukraine with Soviet-designed tanks that its
servicemen know how to operate,
and Slovakia sent an advanced S-300 air-defence
system to Kyiv. Anti-tank and anti-aircraft rockets
from western allies helped Ukraine’s army halt
Russian troops on the outskirts of Kyiv and then
force them to pull back.

Evidence that Russian troops allegedly murdered
large numbers of civilians in the area has come to

light since they withdrew, and on Wednesday the
chief prosecutor of the International Criminal
Court visited Bucha, near Kyiv.

“Ukraine i1s a crime scene,” said Karim Khan.
“We’re here because we have reasonable grounds
to believe that crimes within the jurisdiction of the
court are being committed. We have to pierce the
fog of war to get to the truth.”

Mr Zelenskiy hailed news that Ukraine’s SBU
security service had recaptured Viktor
Medvedchuk, the wealthy leader of the country’s
main pro-Kremlin political party and probably Mr
Putin’s closest friend and ally in Ukraine.

Mr Medvedchuk, who denies charges of treason,
fled house arrest at the start of the war and was
widely believed to have escaped to Russia
or Belarus, where he would have enjoyed the
protection of Mr Putin, who is godfather to one of
his daughters.

“Medvedchuk is not a Russian citizen and has no
connection to the special military operation [in
Ukraine], he is a foreign political figure,” Mr
Peskov said in response to suggestions that he
could be swapped for Ukrainian prisoners of war.
“We do not even know if he wants any kind of
Russian involvement in resolving this situation.”

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN
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Russia rejects US ‘genocide’ claim as Ukraine
warns of ‘endless bloodbath’

International court's top prosecutor visits site of alleged Russian crimes near Kyiv

Daniel McLaughlin

Source: irishtimes.com

Bodies are exhumed from a mass grave at a church in Bucha,

Ukraine. Photograph: Sergei Supinsky/AFP via Getty

Russia has rejected US allegations that it is
committing  genocide  in Ukraine, = where
president Volodymyr  Zelensky said ~ Kyiv’s
military needs more heavy weapons and
ammunition urgently to prevent its war with
Moscow becoming “an endless bloodbath”.

The Kremlin said it was “unacceptable” for US
president Joe Biden to “distort the situation” in
Ukraine by accusing Russian forces of committing
genocide during a seven-week invasion that has
killed thousands of people and displaced more than
10 million.

Mr Biden said it has “become clearer and clearer”
that Russian president Vladimir Putin “is just
trying to wipe out the idea of even being able to be
a Ukrainian”.

“This is hardly acceptable from a president of
the United States, a country that has committed

well-known crimes in recent times,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on Wednesday.
Kyiv and western allies believe Russia is now
preparing for a major assault on the Donbas region
in eastern Ukraine, having withdrawn from areas
near the Ukrainian capital after suffering
significant losses during several weeks of fierce
fighting.
Moscow’s defence ministry said on Wednesday
that more than 1,000 Ukrainian soldiers had
surrendered in Mariupol, a strategic Donbas port
on the Azov Sea where local officials say some
20,000 residents may have died during a month-
long siege.
e Finland is ‘likely’ to apply for Nato
membership, says Finnish minister
e Arriving refugees to be placed in
emergency accommodation over Easter

e Chernihiv picks up the pieces after
Russian assault and blockade
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Amnesty International
expresses concern
over Afghan refugees’
torture in Iran

By Najibullah Lalzoy

Amnesty International’s campaigner in South Asia
Samira Hamidi expressed concern over the recent

torture of Afghan refugees in Iran terming the acts
to be a blatant violation of human rights.

Speaking to Radio Free Afghanistan Samira Hamidi
said, Iran’s border guards force Afghan refugees by
guns at borders and oust them from their country.
“Reliable sources have confirmed torture and
sexual harassment of Afghan refugees by border

guards of Iran. The footages that show
discriminatory, violent, and shocking act of [ranians
towards Afghans in the country are a blatant act of
violation of human rights.” Said Hamidi.

Further, she added Afghans also have issues with
extending visas and payment systems.

She has called on the international community to
address the issue of Afghan refugees in Iran.
Meanwhile, Iran’s embassy in Kabul in a press
release said that the ongoing torture of Afghan
refugees in Iran is a conspiracy to disturb bilateral
relations with Afghanistan.

Video footages that have gone viral on social media
show that Iranians are brutally beating Afghan
refugees for no reason, and some are asking for
money.
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“Women employees in surveyed
businesses faced more severe job
losses than men employees - overall,
three-quarters of women workers
were laid off from surveyed firms
since August 2021,” according to the
report.

The finding shows Afghan domestic
inputs have become more expensive
and yet difficult to obtain due to
supplier closure and supply chain
disruptions, which all lead to price
inflation since the beginning of
political uncertainty.

The survey pinpointed that
access to imported goods have
become difficult because of the

ongoing border closures, rising
value of the foreign currency and
increase in goods prices.
Meanwhile, banking in the
country had been mostly affected,
with the survey suggesting banks
have “increased reliance on cash
transactions and informal money
transfers.”

“Domestic  transactions are
adversely affected by constrained
liquidity in the banking sector
and by a lack of access to bank
accounts and/or payment
services,” the World Bank said.

However, the findings
underscored 3 /5t of men-owned
businesses reported
improvement on their security
following cessation of active
conflicts in developing cities,
whereas 2/3rdfirms owned by
women feared deterioration.

In August 15, 2021 the Taliban
took control of Afghanistan,
rolling back women’s rights

advances and media freedom -
the foremost achievements of the
post-2001 reconstruction efforts
on gender equality and freedom
of speech.

mall to medium enterprises owned by women in Afghanistan (Photo: INFO)

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or
small, powers our journalism and sustains our future. Support the Dawat Media
Center from as little as $/€10 - it only takes a minute. If you can, please consider
supporting us with a regular amount each month. Thank you
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Afghanistan: Latest Survey

By Arif Ahmadi

The World Bank building (Photo: Archive)

Kabul, Afghanistan-  The
ongoing political crisis since the

)

\

takeover last August has “hit
hard”  private sectors in
Afghanistan, where businesses
were halted and put to
uncertainty, according to a latest
survey conducted by the World
Bank.

Due to shortage in sells, private
companies have laid off more
than a half of their employees on
average, a rising concern on

unemployment rate in the
country.
While the Islamic Emirate

continues to struggle laying out a
stable political framework, many

private sectors faced shortage in
consumers demand, forcing
investors to reduce operation
and lay off a huge number of
employees within the firm.

“The majority of surveyed
businesses reported a drastic
decline in consumer demand for
their products and services and
have been forced to scale back
operations, reduce investments,
and lay off employees,” the report
said.

According to the survey, small
enterprises have been hit hardest
with about 38 percent of them
seizing operation, comparing to a
25 percent among medium and
35 percent among large
businesses in the country.

Weighting the gender of business
owners, the survey found that
Afghan women have been more
vulnerable than men, where 42
percent of businesses own by

women are temporarily closed
compared to 26 percent firms
owned by men.

Including  all  the other
contributing factors, 82 percent
of the business owners who
participated in the survey said
decline in consumers demand is
of the biggest reason for their
bankruptcy.

Surveyed business owners of all
sizes and private sectors have cut
jobs, laying off more than a half of
their employees on average due
to shortage in sells and/or
demand for their services.
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release and clearance of goods at the customs. At a time
when traders suffer from long delays in clearance of
their goods at the customs, the full implementation of the
TFA is the best way for Afghanistan to reduce this time.
Based on Article 3 of the TFA, a member has to provide
an applicant importer an advance ruling, which is a
written decision prior to the importation of goods
regarding the way goods will be treated when they are
at the customs. If Afghanistan implements this provision,
it will be beneficial not only for traders but also for the
government. Traders will be able to determine and plan
the costs of the transactions for the imported goods
before their importation while the government can have
more time in consulting and deciding the methodology
of treating the goods compared to deciding such a
question when the goods are at the customs.

Similarly, Article 7.3 of the TFA requires that the release
of goods can happen even before the determination of
customs duties, taxes, fees and charges. In order to make
sure that the importer will pay the customs duties, taxes,
charges after the goods are released, the customs
authority can require a guarantee for it. Such a measure
is helpful for the rapid release of goods when the
administrative process takes longer than expected.
Whereas Article 7.3 of TFA is a Category A commitment
for Afghanistan, which means that it has been
implemented since 2017, the implementation of only
this measure cannot lead to expedited customs clearance
when many other significantly important measures of
TFA are not implemented.

In addition to improving the customs clearance of goods,
the full implementation of the TFA can also strengthen
co-operation among customs authorities. Articles 8 and
12 of the TFA, which are Category C commitments for
Afghanistan, require the authorities responsible for
importation, exportation, and transit of goods to co-
operate and coordinate with each other. With the
implementation of this measure in Afghanistan, there
will be more co-ordination and co-operation between
customs authorities, which can lead to the effectiveness
of ports, timely release of goods, reduction of corruption
at the customs, and an increase in international trade
and private investment in the country. While there is no
detailed and specific information in the TFA on how
customs authorities should co-operate, there are World
Customs Organization (WCO) conventions and
guidelines which can help Afghanistan in implementing
the provisions of TFA.

In a nutshell, the previous Afghan government could
implement some, if not most, of its commitments under
the TFA from 2017 until 2021; however, it failed to do
so. Now that the Taliban are in power, it is not too late
that the Taliban authorities should put genuine efforts
for full implementation of the TFA. By doing so, not only
will the TFA be implemented earlier than expected, but
it will also bring about revenues for Afghanistan way
more than can be extracted from tariff reductions. At a
time when the domestic revenues and international aid
have significantly decreased, Afghanistan can enjoy
more revenues from customs by implementing the TFA.

Religious Scholars in Paktika Province Urges Taliban to

Reopen Girls’ Schools

By Najibullah Lalzoy

A group of religious scholars
gathered from different
districts of the province and
urged the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan to reopen
secondary schools for girls in |
the country.

The scholars wurged that
education is compulsory for
both males and females and that
women should avail the same
rights to education as men do in
Afghanistan.

“Female education is necessary
because women form half of the

society o
has clarified

scholars.

n the one hand and Islam
everything for
dignified, religious, and modern
studies on the other.” Said the | in

v They asked for strengthening
Afghanistan’s educational
sector where girls are allowed
to get an education so that
Afghanistan better competes
with other countries.

The scholars applauded
measures taken in terms of
= women’s rights but asked
for more work in reducing
the level of violation against
Afghan women.

Further, they insisted to launch a
drive against prevailing customs
the province in close
cooperation with tribal elders.

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN
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Why Should Afghanistan Implement the
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)?

By: Essa Khan - Essa Khan, senior Law student at the
American University of Afghanistan

It has been almost five years that the Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TFA) has entered into force. As a member of
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and as a party to
the TFA, the previous Afghan government designated
only 11.3% of TFA measures as its Category A
commitments, which are those commitments that
Afghanistan implemented as soon as the Agreement
entered into force in 2017. However, Afghanistan failed
to implement all of its important commitments under
Category B and C, which are commitments that
Afghanistan should have implemented with the passage
of time and by receiving assistance and support from
donors.

While there were significant support and assistance
from international and regional organizations for
implementation of the TFA, the Ministry Finance and
Ministry of Industry and Commerce of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan were remiss, lacked co-
ordination and did not prioritize its implementation. In

the official TFA Notifications to WTO, the last measure
which Afghanistan could implement was in 2027;
however, in the Geneva 2020 Conference, the previous
Afghan Government representatives had without any co-
ordination and information agreed with the
International Community in the Afghanistan Partnership
Framework (APF) that the TFA should be fully
implemented until 2021. In contrast to such
contradictory commitments, until 2021 there had not
been any implementation except the 11% of measures.
To the contrary, there were some measures which had
been moved from Category B to C, which meant that
Afghanistan needed even more time than before for their
implementation. This paper will argue that Afghanistan
should prioritize the full implementation of the TFA
because it will expedite the movement, release and
clearance of goods at the customs and will strengthen co-
operation among customs authorities.

With the full implementation of the TFA, the customs
procedures and formalities will be simplified and
harmonized, which will precipitate of the movement,

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN
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international corporation will do business with the
country, and few aid organizations will be able to
operate.

Afghan-American groups and aid groups
overwhelmingly condemned the action, pointing
particularly to the impact on the overall economy.
It is not the lack of aid, in itself, but the inability of
the economy to function which is the principal
cause of mass suffering in Afghanistan.

The message to the Afghan people is clear. As
long as you are ruled by the Taliban, you will
starve. It is not necessary for American
imperialism to bomb the country back to the
Stone Age, as military warmongers threatened in
Vietnam. They can do so by cutting off all credit
and international commerce to a country they
have already bombed for 20 years.

The Biden action is illegal on a number of levels. Even
the Washington Post, which published an editorial
enthusiastically supporting the decision, had to
acknowledge that the White House position is self-
contradictory: The Biden administration refuses to
recognize the Taliban as the legitimate government of
Afghanistan; at the same time, it authorizes the use of
Afghan national bank resources to pay off a legal
judgment against the Taliban.

The invocation of 9/11 is particularly monstrous and
cynical. As numerous commentators in Afghanistan,
Pakistan and internationally have pointed out, none of
the 9/11 hijackers hailed from Afghanistan. Most were
Saudis, citizens of a country that is the closest US
Arab ally and the recipient of hundreds of billions in
US arms sales.

Even if one accepts, for the sake of argument, the
claim that the Taliban protected Osama bin Laden
against US government demands for his surrender,
there is no evidence that the Taliban had
foreknowledge of the 9/11 attacks. More
fundamentally, why should the people of Afghanistan
be punished for this, on top of 20 years of US
conquest and occupation, which have left their
country in ruins?

It is particularly cynical to suggest that Afghan
children not even born on September 11, 2001
should suffer because of the actions of terrorists
like bin Laden, a Saudi multi-millionaire who
began his career fighting in the CIA-
backed mujahadeen war against Soviet troops.
The US military-intelligence apparatus had far
closer connections to Al Qaeda than anyone in
Afghanistan, and these connections resumed in

2011 when the Islamists served as the CIA’s
ground troops in Libya and Syria.

The Taliban government in Kabul denounced the
Biden decision. “The theft and seizure of money
held/frozen by the United States of the Afghan
people represents the lowest level of human and
moral decay of a country and a nation,” Taliban
spokesman Mohammad Naeem said on Twitter.
Faiz Mohammad, a Kabul resident, made another
critical point in an interview with Iran’s Press TV.
“First, | don’t think the US has the right to use
Afghanistan’s money to compensate 9/11
victims,” he said. “The US had no reason when it
attacked us, but a lot of people died in the past 20
years. So, it's the US that should compensate us,
and they should not spend our money.”

There is no doubt an additional consideration in
the White House action: the pressure of the
fascist right, which is uppermost in Biden’s
political calculations. Releasing even a small
portion of Afghanistan’s assets will come under
fire from Fox News, Breitbart, Donald Trump, and
the bulk of the Republican Party. “After the
surrender to the Taliban, comes the payment of
tribute”: the script for know-nothings like Tucker
Carlson almost writes itself.

Similar charges were made about the Iran nuclear
pact, where the release of a fraction of Iran’s own
assets, held in foreign bank accounts that handle
payments for oil exports, was portrayed as “paying
tribute to the ayatollahs.”

So, to protect his right flank, Biden invokes the
scarecrow of 9/11. White House officials claimed that
a lawsuit by 9/11 survivors and relatives required
action on Afghan assets by February 11 because of a
court-imposed deadline, but this is a transparent
pretext.

More than 20 years after 9/11, a tragedy that has
never been fully investigated because
connections with the Saudi monarchy and the US
military-intelligence apparatus had to be covered
up, the deaths of nearly 3,000 Americans is still
utilized to serve the interests of the American
ruling class.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every
contribution, however big or small, powers our
journalism and sustains our future. Support the

Dawat Media Center from as little as $/€10 - it only

takes a minute. If you can, please consider
supporting us with a regular amount each
month. Thank you

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN



5|Page

US steals billions
in Afghan bank
funds

by Patrick Martin

In an action that combines brazen theft,
imperialist brutality and unlimited hypocrisy, the
Biden administration announced Friday that it will
seize control of $7 billion in Afghanistan financial
assets, held largely at the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York, rather than return them to the
Afghanistan central bank.

Media attention has largely been devoted to Biden's
splitting of the $7 billion, with $3.5 billion set aside to
meet the legal claims of survivors of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, and $3.5 billion to be used for “humanitarian
aid” to the people of Afghanistan. Both actions are
cynical diversions from what is an effort to starve the
country and avenge the humiliating defeat which US
imperialism suffered last summer.

The $3.5 billion supposedly to be used for aid will not
be available for many months, if ever, as State
Department  officials acknowledged over the

weekend, ensuring that nothing will reach the starving
population of Afghanistan during the winter months.
According to the UN World Food Program, some 23
million Afghans face hunger and malnutrition this
year, while UNICEF warns that as many as one million
Afghan children could die of severe malnutrition and
outright starvation.

The delay is due to the administration’s decision to
allow legal claims against the Taliban amounting to $7
billion, awarded by default in a court proceeding
nearly a decade ago, to go forward. Some of the
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plaintiffs are likely to challenge the 50-50 split in
Afghan bank funds, which could tie up any allocation
more or less indefinitely.

That appears to be the real purpose of the Biden
decision: to allow millions to suffer and starve in
Afghanistan, while claiming to be above the
battle. “It's all up to the courts,” Biden will declare,
washing his hands of the spectacle of mass death
in Central Asia, just as he has facilitated mass
death in the COVID pandemic.

In addition, by refusing to return any portion of the $7
billion to the central bank of Afghanistan, the Biden
administration intensifies its vengeful wrecking
operation against the Afghan economy. Without a
functioning central bank—and outright collapse is now
a distinct possibility now that its main reserves have
been confiscated—Afghan banks and businesses
cannot function, workers cannot be paid, no
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Outrage as Taliban reverse decision to
allow girls attend secondary school

Schools in Afghanistan planned to reopen on
Wednesday but girls ordered to return home

The last time the Taliban ruled Afghanistan, from 1996 to 2001,
they banned female education and most employment. Photograph:
AHMAD SAHEL ARMAN/AFP via Getty Images

The Taliban have reversed a decision to allow
teenage girls back to secondary school despite
repeated assurances they could resume classes
from  Wednesday, sparking international
condemnation and leaving desperate students
stranded outside campuses.

Schools were scheduled to reopen
in Afghanistan for the new academic year. Girls
have been allowed to attend primary school and
the Taliban had said students from Grade 7, or
about age 13, would be allowed to resume classes
for the first time since the militants seized power
last August.

But the Taliban made a U-turn on Wednesday
morning, announcing that girls’ high schools would
remain closed “until further notice”, according to the
official Bakhtar News Agency, which said girls’
uniforms were not in compliance with Islamic law.
“Millions of children, girls and boys, but especially
girls and their families, will have to live with the
trauma and pain of today,” said Freshta Karim, a
children’s rights activist and founder of Charmaghz, an
organisation providing mobile libraries for children.
Karim said her two nieces, aged 12 and 17, had been
asked to leave their school after they had already
entered their classrooms. “The Taliban entered with
guns,” she added.

The future of girls’ education has become one of the
most contentious issues in Afghanistan since the

Taliban returned to power. The hardline Islamist
group banned women from studying or working when
they previously ruled the country in the 1990s, part of
a series of policies that made them international
pariahs.

The Taliban claimed to have dropped their objection to
girls’ education, arguing they had reformed in order to
gain international recognition and rebuild financial
ties with the west.

‘Bargaining chip’

Soon after taking power the Taliban said they would
defend women’s rights “within the framework of
Islamic law”. In parts of the country, women have been
allowed to continue working in some areas such as
healthcare.

But diplomats and analysts remain deeply sceptical.
Weeda Mehran, a lecturer on Afghanistan at Exeter
University, said she believed the girls’ education was a
“bargaining chip” for the Taliban to gain international
recognition. “The Taliban are using this as an
opportunity to push back and ask for recognition,” she
added.

Wednesday’s reversal was widely condemned
internationally. Rina Amiri, US special envoy to
Afghanistan, wrote on Twitter that the decision “not
only weakens confidence in the Taliban’s
commitments but further dashes the hopes of families
for a better future for their daughters”.

The move left students, many of whom had already
arrived for what they expected to be their first day at
school, stunned.

One 17-year-old in western Kabul said she was
preparing her school bag when she saw on the news
that girls were being turned away. "They promised us
schools would open but they didn’t. Boys were allowed,
we weren’t. Now I ask myself: will I be able to go to
school or not?” she said.

Women have faced widespread harassment and
discrimination at the hands of Taliban officials and
militants, with activists arrested and others fleeing the
country.

Afghanistan has been plunged into a devastating
financial and humanitarian crisis since the Taliban re-
took power. The foreign aid that made up about 80 per
cent of the previous government’s budget was
suspended and aid agencies say 98 per cent of Afghans
do not have enough food and millions are at risk of
starvation
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“Mothers cannot pay for their antenatal and postnatal
care, and as evident maternal mortality and morbidity
rate is increasing tremendously, and is also affecting
child mortality,” he said, adding that health facilities
are also unable to meet the demand.

13,700 newborn babies died in 2022

According to data shared by the Ministry of Public
Health (MoPH) earlier this month, nearly 13,700
newborn babies and 26 mothers have died in 2022 due
to a lack of nutrition.

In Baghlan province, Dr Abdul Rahman Ulfat, head of
the nutrition department at the Public Health
Directorate, told Al Jazeera that he had witnessed an
unprecedented rise in starvation and malnutrition
cases.

“Children under the age of five are worst affected
because they are more vulnerable. Their bodies
are still developing, and the organs need a steady
supply of nutrients, minerals, carbohydrates and
adequate fats,” Ulfat explained. “If they don’t get
these, they will lose their life.”

Afghan parents are flocking to hospitals and
clinics with “sick babies and children withered to
their bones” as health workers struggle to provide
necessary care and treatments.

“While there is a lack of awareness within the
community in terms of nutrition and healthcare
conditions, the worsening situation can be
attributed to the deteriorating economic
conditions in Afghanistan,” Ulfat said, attributing
rising crises, particularly among the urban middle
class, to widespread poverty and unemployment.

When the family are able to eat, it’s often only bread,
and sometimes with vegetables, accompanied by
watered-down green tea [Supplied]

“There is also a lack of domestic resources,
particularly access to quality nutrient products,
and a lack of transparency in the distribution of

food packages among the deserving and
vulnerable,” he added.

Alongside health workers, international aid
agencies are also struggling to tackle the hunger
crisis, faced with new financial challenges,
triggered by international sanctions.

“While many countries have pledged
humanitarian aid, Afghanistan also urgently
needs a functioning banking system to address the
crisis. Most Afghan banks are barely operating
now,” a recent report by Human Rights Watch
observed.

John Sifton, director at HRW, said Afghanistan’s
humanitarian crisis was an economic crisis.
“Afghans see food in the market but lack the cash
to buy it. Health workers are ready to save lives
but have no salaries or supplies. Billions have been
pledged for aid but remain unspent because banks
can’t transfer or access funds.”

Banking crisis

Banking restrictions and sanctions on the Taliban
by the United States and other countries have
made it more difficult for aid groups to move
funds and other resources into Afghanistan.
Afghan banks are also operating cautiously and
have limited cash withdrawals due to currency
shortages in the country.

“The unresolved liquidity crisis is a key driver in what
is becoming the worst humanitarian catastrophe in the
world,” Jan Egeland, secretary-general at the
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) had said, adding
that the organisation had called to raise $4.4bn for
starving Afghans.

“But unless the US Treasury and other Western
financial authorities enable us to transfer the aid
money, we will be forced to work with our hands tied,
unable to get that money to the communities who
desperately need it,” he warned.

Farhanaz echoed this concern. “There is a visible
sense of desperation among millions of Afghans;
people are selling their babies and young girls to
survive. And yet Afghans are losing their lives,”
she said, choking back tears.

“T hope the Taliban will allow us back to work and
schools so we can help our families survive, but I
also appeal to the world to not turn their backs on
us. They are also responsible for this crisis, and I
ask them to not abandon us in this misery,” she
said.
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By Ruchi Kumar Source: aljazeera.com

It has been more than 24 hours since Farahanaz,
whose name has been changed to protect her
identity, has had a “proper meal”.

“As adults, we can manage, but when the kids ask
for food, I don’t know what to tell them,” the 24-
year-old former radio presenter from northern
Afghanistan told Al Jazeera.

When the family are able to eat, it’s often only bread,
and sometimes with vegetables, accompanied by
watered-down green tea. Sometimes there is sugar to
put in the tea, which is a rare luxury these days, as they
struggle to survive after Farahanaz, the sole
breadwinner for the family of eight — lost her job after
the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan last August.

“My younger sister was recovering from surgery
when the Taliban took control and lives were
overturned. She has lost so much weight, and falls
sick when there isn’t enough to eat,” Farhanaz
said. But the family cannot afford medical
assistance, either.

Farhanaz’s family is among the 23 million Afghans
facing starvation, in what has become a hunger
crisis of “unparalleled proportions”, according to
Dr Ramiz  Alakbarov, deputy special
representative of UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres.

“In Afghanistan, a staggering 95 percent of the
population is not eating enough food ... It is a figure so
high that it is almost inconceivable. Yet, devastatingly,
it is the harsh reality,” Alakbarov said in a statement
issued in early March, adding that almost 100 percent
of women-led households were experiencing hunger.
Alakbarov’s disturbing claim is reflected in Farhanaz’s
situation.

“In better days, I was a radio presenter, and also
worked as a teacher part-time. Between my brother,
who worked in the Afghan security forces, and I, we
were able to feed and care for eight members of our
family,” she said. “I even supported my own education
and paid for my university, while helping my family,”
she told Al Jazeera.

However, after the Taliban takeover, Farahnaz’s
brother was forced to flee the country fearing
persecution, leaving her as the sole breadwinner
of the family.

“But when I went to work after the fall of the previous
government [of President Ashraf Ghani], I was sent
back. I lost my job and have been struggling to feed my
family over the last seven months,” she said.

Starvation and poverty

Since the Taliban returned to power, nearly 60
percent of women working in the media have lost
their jobs, according to the International

Federation of Journalists, more than 9o percent of
whom were sole family breadwinners.
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Farahanaz, the sole breadwinner for the family of eight —
lost her job after the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan last
August [Supplied]

“Starvation and poverty are like a disease that not
only affects your dastarkhwan [traditional rug
meant for dining], but also your ability to
challenge the situation and stand by your values,”
said Dr Wahid Majrooh, the former Afghan
minister of public health.

“It impacts your sense of dignity,” said Majrooh,
who, unlike many government officials, refused to
flee the country after the fall of the Western-
backed Afghan government in the interests of
preventing the collapse of the country’s
underfunded health systems.

Simultaneously, increasing food insecurity has
also led to a rise in cases of malnutrition, and
starvation-related mortalities, particularly among
children.

Majrooh pointed out that with people’s
purchasing power affected, they also are unable to
seek healthcare.
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In Afghanistan, ‘people selling babies, young girls to survive’

Dire economic situation sees children dying of starvation as millions of Afghans struggle to put food
on their tables.

The UN World Food Program says Afghanistan is facing a 'tsunami of hunger' with it on the verge of economic collapse
[File: Petros Giannakouris/AP]
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