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¢ ¢ The Jam Minaret

the smaller parts (H-N). The patterns of B, C and F have the most role in the overall decoration
of this unit.

Symbolic Features of the Minaret’s Ornamentation

By focusing on the details of this minaret, it can be concluded that apart from the significant
appearance of the minaret, many hidden concepts can be distinguished. In this section, a number
of these implied concepts are focused upon:

The Motif of Allah and Mohammad in the Decorations of the Jam Minaret

The method that the Kufic inscription beholding the verses of the Maryam Surah on the octag-
onal walls of the minaret has been applied has consequently caused a collection of fretwork
patterns in the form of voluminous inscriptions beneath the first balcony. The movement of the
intertwined letters of the Maryam Surah from one section to another, apart from creating the
mihrab of the minaret, has generated the name of Allah in two different manners. The first repre-
sentation of the name “Allah” is seen inside the mihrab toward the direction of the Qibla and the
other is distinguishable on the opposite side of the minaret; furthermore, the name “Mohammad”
and the repetition of the “¥” that resembles the famous Islamic slogan of * & ¥ 41 ¥” is also
seen covering a large area. From a first glance, these names are not easily recognizable because
of their intertwining characteristic. Therefore, the artist has sought to imply this feature within
the verses of the Holy Quran.

The Motif of “La” (¥)

The motif of La is not only seen in the Jam Minaret but in many brickwork decorations of mina-
rets and mosques of the fifth to seventh centuries especially that of eastern Iran in the Khorasan
province. For instance, the motif of La is discreetly applied on the brick decorations of Malek
Zuzan mosque. The Malek Zuzan mosque is located 60km south of Khaf in Khorasan and was
built in 616.

Apart from the aesthetical beauties of the appearance of the “ La”, its implied conceptual mean-
ing in Islamic theology in relation to other words is rich in value and has gained the attention of
my scholars and religious men. Furthermore, this word implies the Shahadatain: « 4 ¥ 411 ¥,
Halaj mentions: “those who seek monotheism in anything other than the word “La” have drown
in the seas of paganism” (Akhbar Halaj, 1390). Also, Halaj mentions that the value of “La” is the
“a@” (<) and continues: ““ Quran is knowledge of everything and the knowledge of Quran is the
letters that begin a Surah- the knowledge of the letters is in «—» and the knowledge of «2¥» is
in «=J and the knowledge of «—» is in its dot ” (Akhbar Halaj, 1390).

Perception into the theological values and mysteries of “ La” developed in the third century. It
first manifestated in the book of “***” by Abulhasan Deylami which was written in 391 Hegira
(Shaygan, 1371, pp. 7-166). Ibn Arabi has discussed this matter in his famous book “Fotohat Al
Makie” (Ibn Arabi, 1383, pp. 221-226).
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The Embossed Brick Decorations with Herbal (Arabesque) Patterns

Above the large azure inscription, the last and final decorative section of the minaret is seen
which is adorned by herbal patterns. These patterns are enclosed within a three meter panel and
the most valuable patterns are seen here. Its surface is decorated with three rows of flowers and
large leaves which are all decorated within a circular stem. Furthermore, arabesque patterns are
also seen in defined panels and are put together by a delicate layer of mortar. The presence of
these magnificent herbal patterns next to the inscriptions of the minaret has granted this mon-
ument harmony and coherence. Although the arabesque patterns are made from fired bricks; to
some extent they appear as stucco decorations similar to those of the Jami Mosque of Naeen or
the Nine Domed Mosque of Balkh; hence, this type of decoration is known as “The Naeen Style”
which takes its name due to its resemblance to the ornamentations of the the Jami Mosque of
Naeen. It can be concluded that the arabesque techniques of this minaret are among the most
well-known and elegant art features of the sixth century Hegira and that of the history of Islamic
art and architecture.

The Second Circular Section of the Minaret

The second circular section of the minaret is 16 meters tall. The exterior section of this part is
ornamented with two rows of inscriptions and two decorative panels that go around the minaret.
All inscriptions are located within the horizontal panels and are adorned with pearl embossed
designs. The first inscription from above reads the last section of the 13" verse of the Saf Sureh
and following this the first three words of the next Surah in the Holy Quran is visible that reads:
Akt This method is also seen in the art of the Fatemids. The second inscription is in Kufic
script located in the midst section this part and mentions the names and statutes of Sultan Ghias
al-Din Abulfath Mohammad ibn Sam.

The Third Circular Section of the Minaret

The smallest circular section of the minaret is seven meters and a dome is located above it. Only
one row of inscriptions in the Kufic script which is adorned with a geometrical background is
seen. The inscription is enclosed within two panels of pearl designs and reads the famous sen-
tence of “There is no God but Allah and Mohammad is his messenger”

The Fretwork of the Octagonal Walls of the Minaret and their Background Ornamenta-
tions

The octagonal walls of the minaret are rich in ornamentation and inscriptional features; more-
over, the Quranic inscription is the most significant and eye-catching decorative feature of the
minaret. It was previously mentioned that all the verses of the Maryam Surah is seen intertwined
within a panel in the Kufic script and in the form of an octagonal has created various patterns
continuously. This intertwining feature caused by the letters of the Surah has created geometrical
shapes including circles, ovals, squares, rectangles and eight-sided stars that are ornamented
with 14 assorted geometrical patterns. From this 14 patterns, seven patterns are more imperative
and have covered most of this section (A-G) and seven patterns that are subsidiary have covered
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and inscriptions; furthermore, the date of construction and name of the builder is mentioned in
this part. In this paper, the Quranic inscription will be discussed in detail; however, other features
will be focused upon later.

The Quranic Inscription of the Jam Minaret

The verses of the Maryam Surah including all 98 verses (976 words) are encompassed in a long
inscription that appear in interlaced bands from one section to the other. In other words, the
eight-sided walls of the minaret is ornamented with the words of the Surah of Maryam in the
form of single letters engraved on the bricks that are intertwined and placed upon the next letter.
The letters of this inscription are carved according to their application in the word and are posi-
tioned in their appropriate places. For instance, the artist has created fifteen different types of the
letter < (including attached, solo...) so that he can place them appropriately in the inscription in
order to create a magnificent alignment. In regard to the religious value of this Surah; the book
of Tafsir-al Bohran notes that the Prophet of Islam stated that anyone who inscribes the Surah of
Maryam on the entrance of their houses will be immune from outside vulnerabilities (Tafsir-al
Bohran, 3 Vol. p. 695).

The Circular Section above the Octagonal Section of the Minaret till the Final Large Crown

By placing a decorative panel on the top of the octagonal section of the minaret, the rest of the
structure appears similar to a cylinder shape. The height of this section is 14 meters high which
initiates from the octagonal walls to the first balcony of the minaret.

Shamseh or Roundel

Above the herbal border, there appears to be a wide panel two meters in diameter with sixteen
brick roundels placed in equal distances. The background of these roundels are ornamented
with rhombus and circular brick decorations. The roundels are seen as plate-like shapes that are
ornamented with six different brick decorations; i.e. two are geometrical designs and the other
four are herbal patterns. A similar method of ornamentation is also seen in Malek Zuzan School
in Khorasan, Iran.

The Main Inscription with Azure Tilework

The most striking and noticeable inscription appearing in the midst of the minaret is an inscrip-
tion that is ornamented with thick scripts and azure tiles. The writings of the inscription appear in
azure tiles within a beige background. The inscription is in embossed Kufic script in which that
the letters of “Alef” and “Lam” reach three meters in height. The upper section of the stretched
words are decorated with symmetrical arabesque designs. It should be mentioned that the most
ancient usage of the combination of brick and tiles with azure glazes is related to the minaret of
Sin Mosque near northern Isfahan of the Seljuk era.

The content of the inscription includes the name and status of the sponsor of the mosque; Sultan
Ghuri. The final last words of the inscription are smaller in size and appear in upper section of
inscription. The content of the large inscription reads: **** and the smaller inscription reads:

The statues that are used for the Sutlan compared to the Jami Mosque of Herat which was built
in 597 Hegira and 1200 AD is less applied.
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ruled a vast area ranging from Neyshabur in eastern Iran to the Bengal Gulf in northern India
for 41 years during the years 558-599 Hegira. The minaret was erected by Ali ibn Ibrahim Ney-
shaburi in 570 Hegira with a height of 66 meters.

According to accomplished studies, some scholars believe that the minaret is part of the ruined
Jami mosque of Firouz Kooh that was the summer capital of the Qurid era and was ruined by
constant floods (Menhaj Seraj, 1363). Others believe that the minaret stood alone and was the
symbol of triumph and legacy (Saheb, 322). The minaret is believed to be later added to the
Firouz Kooh mosque which was constructed decades before during the reign of Qias-al Din abul-
fath Mohammad ibn Sam and due to its strong stability was not affected by the floods. According
to the inscriptions of the minaret, apart from religious features, the Jam Minaret enjoyed other
purposes such as being the symbol of power and grace of the sultan, guidance for travelers and a
monument for victory and glory. Therefore, it can be determined that the Jam Minaret comprised
all the features of a minaret.

The Overall Structure of the Jam Minaret

The Jam Minaret is one of the most delicate and precise structure of the sixth century. This is
mainly due to the fact that the structure outlived many earthquakes, floods and poor weather
conditions throughout eight centuries. The minaret is made from bricks and nearly all the exte-
rior fagade is constructed of embossed bricks and turquoise tiles. The appearance of the minaret
is similar to an upright pillar with a height of 66 meters and consists of three circular section
which is based on the octagonal base that decreases in size as it reaches the pinnacle. On the
third circular section, a dome with six rounded arches is present topped by a lantern that acted
as guide for travelers.

The Octagonal Base of the Minaret

The first segment of the minaret starts from the ground and appears in the shape of an octagonal.
The height of this base is more than seven meters; however, only four meters is visible since the
gravel has covered many parts. The surface of the wall of this base is divided into two section
and not much remains from the lower decorations of the minaret. Nonetheless, the upper part
is in better condition and despite its damage, it comprises the most elegant and principal floral
Kufic inscription in the world. The height of this Kufic inscription is approximately three meters
and is perfectly carried out using decorative floral patterns and embossed brick work. Due to
impairment, not much of the inscription can be perceived; however, the word of “Abul Fath” is
distinguishable. It is believed that the name “ Mohammad ibn Sam” followed this word; hence,
it reads: “ Al Sultan Al Moazam Shahnshah Azam Qias al-donya va Qiar al Din Abulfath Mo-
hammad Sam” which introduces to the pioneer of the minaret.

The Octagonal Build of the Minaret

The most eye-catching feature of the minaret is the octagonal section that is located above the
base of the structure and is considered as the stem of the minaret. The stem is similar to an
eight-sided vertical wall which is ornamented by a narrow line of patterns which are all separated
from each other. This section bears most of the ornamentation of the minaret including patterns
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Symbolic Features in the Inscriptions and Decorative Motifs

Abulmafakher Bakhazari, the grandson of the famous pious man and sufi Seif al Din Bakherzi,
mentions in his book with the title of “ Orad al hobab va Fosos al Adab” that the word “minaret”
is defined as a structure that implies fame, dignity, reputation and honor or brings with it status,
eminence and recognition (Bakherzi, 1383, 248).

In Islamic architecture, minarets are considered as a necessary structure of a mosque and are
used for the proclamation of the Azan. At times, minarets are also used as lookouts or guide paths
for travelers; moreover, during darkness, a fire is lit to guide trade caravans. Another usage for
minarets is that they are used as monuments for the remembrance of rulers or to portray their
supremacy, dignity and the power of their sovereignty. From another viewpoint, the minaret is
considered as a tall pillar that is the place of “Nar va Noor” (fire and lightness), and creates a
symbolic link to light which is the place for the manifestation of the divine light of God.

There are many remaining minarets in the area of Khorasan related to the initial centuries of the
Islamic period; many have been destroyed due to application of sun-dried bricks. Hence, only a
number of minaret that are constructed from fired bricks have remained till today. Moghadasi, in
the fourth century, has mentioned two famous minarets of the Jami Mosque of Zaranj in central
Sistan; one minaret is older in age and the other is covered by copper was constructed by the
order of Yaghub Leys (247-265 Hegira) (Lesterenj, 1377, p. 361).

The minarets of the ancient city of Qazni represent the dignity and influence of the sovereigns
of the Qaznavid era. The laz minaret which is located in the Sang Bast region of Mashhad is the
only remaining minaret of the Qaznavid era in Iran. This minaret was built by Arsalan Jazeb,
the ruler of Toos during the reign of Sultan Mahmud Qaznavi in the period of 389-421 Hegira.

During the sixth century Hegira many minarets were erected in Iran. The Jam Minaret is by no
doubt one of the most significant and magnificent minarets built in the rocky mountains of Ghur
near the two rivers of Hari and Jam in Afghanistan. The minaret is unique in terms of greatness,
impressive decorations and Kufic inscriptions and is considered as one of the most remarkable
minarets in the world. The minaret was built during the Ghurid dynasty (early 5" century to 612
Hegira) and is considered as the masterpiece of the era. It is believed that Sultan Qias-al Din
Abulfath Mohammad ibn Sam Ghuri was the sponsor and pioneer of this historical minaret who
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