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How to Teach Grammar in
Context

some educators argue that punctuation, verb tenses and clauses
should be learned through memorizing definitions and practicing
isolated rules. Teaching grammar in context is an educational practice
that opposes that idea. Proponents of teaching grammar in context
argue that connecting grammar to writing and reading can increase
student engagement and learning. If you follow the steps below, you
can confidently teach grammar in context.

Difficulty: Moderate

Instructions
Things you’ll need:

e Novels

e Pen

e Paper

1.Determine meaningful grammatical contexts for students.
Constance Weaver, an expert on teaching grammar in
context, states that one goal of teaching grammar is
having students "develop sentence sense through wide
reading." Therefore, selecting books that are age-
appropriate and interesting to students, or having
students select these books themselves, is crucial. If
students are frequently reading effective grammar in
novels, they are more likely to recognize effective
grammar in other novels. Exposure to effective grammar
provides a model for students' writing.

2. Ask students to write their own stories. Using paper and
pen, students can create their own resources for
practicing grammar. For example, a student might write
the following sentences. "Chloe is my sister. She got her
license. The car was destroyed." Because the student
has written the sentences, she is more likely to be
invested in telling her story effectively. Instruct the

student to combine the sentences. "When Chloe, my

sister, got her license, the car was destroyed." After the
student has combined the sentences, tell her that she
has just created an "appositive" or a noun that restates
the noun preceding it. Discuss reasons why a combined
sentence might be more pleasing to the ear than several
shorter sentences.

3. Discuss the power dynamics that exist in writing. The

sentence "When Chloe, my sister, got her license, the car
was destroyed,” masks an important point. someone
destroyed the car. Ask the student who destroyed the car
and why she chose not to say. Did she not want to place
blame on Chloe? Did someone other than Chloe destroy
the car in a more complicated story? Generate a
discussion about why people mask meaning in language.
After this discussion, name the grammar point with the

term "passive voice." | J3y: Gul 2abman _faraz

Grammar Definition from two
different views

1. Linguists
2. Grammarians

A linguist’s definition of grammar is:

A grammarian’s definition of grammar is:

I'|v A system or the “blueprints” for creating language.
I'|v" The shared rules (patterns) in native speakers’ minds

that allow them to generate unique utterances; native
speakers’ shared mental rules.

There are different grammars shared by different
groups of speakers; because all languages and
variations are systematic in their generation of
utterances; all grammars are viewed as valid.

v

1 |V Descriptive.

~ The written rules governing when to use which
forms or structures.

Something you follow in order to use the
language correctly.

That one particular variety of grammar in
considered the “standard”.

Prescriptive.

Q

Q

Q

A linguist’s purpose in examining grammar is to:

A grammarian’s purpose in examining
grammar is to:

~ understand the mental or subconscious rules shared
by different groups of native speakers. These rules are
learned as part of the process of growing up as a native
speaker of a given language.

~ describe the system and blueprints.

~ understand the shared elements (rules) that make
variations still belong to one language versus another
different language; i.e. what makes English not German
or Chinese.

~ learn which variations are used by which groups and
in which situations.

~ understand which variations are less acceptable or
stigmatized in which situations and why.

~ learn which changes are taking place and why.

focus on discrete items and specific rules of

use (“usage rules”).
v"determine what word, phrase or construction is
or is not correct according to a particular usage
or style book, or person (usually self-appointed
“language mavens” or “language gurus”).
determine grammar “rules” which must often be
taught. These rules often exist on a continuum
of acceptability because language changes and
some usage or style books, or language gurus
are more reluctant to accept change than others.
debate what must be used when and why based
on what a particular usage or style book, or
person determines is correct.

Standard American English

~ is that which most style and usage books and speakers recognize as “correct.” There is no language
academy or formal government institution decreeing or legislating “correctness” for American English.

~ exists on a continuum of “correctness.” Not all style and usage books, and not all “language gurus” agree
on what is “correct” because language changes. Some grammarians are slower to accept change than others.

~ Only languages that no longer have native speakers do not change. These are referred to as “dead”

languages. Examples of this are Latin and Sanskrit.

~ The English that is taught to non-native speakers is recognized as Standard English because the grammar,
for the most part, reflects formally educated native speakers’ shared rules.
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