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Rights groups have said a Brit-
ish-backed rights group in Bahrain 
is “utterly at odds with reality” after 
it claimed that there are no cases of 
torture in the country’s notoriously 
brutal prison system.

The extraordinary claim by Bahrain’s 
National Institute for Human Rights 
(NIHR), a body established with the 
British Foreign Office to investigate 
allegations of human rights abus-
es, comes as exclusive testimonies, 
seen by Middle East Eye, reveal 
fresh allegations of beatings, sleep 
deprivation and the use of dogs to 
attack prisoners in the Bahraini pris-
on system.

It also comes as the Bahraini gov-
ernment has been accused of inten-
sifying a year-long crackdown on 
the country’s Shia Muslim majority 
that has seen opposition figures and 
journalists jailed.

Rights groups say torture is “en-
demic” in Bahrain, especially in the 

kingdom’s death row and security 
prisons, and in testimonies gath-
ered by London-based rights group 
Reprieve family members of death-
row inmates describe prison guards 
at the notorious Jau prison “stomp-
ing” on inmates and using sleep 
deprivation tactics.

“They cannot even sleep,” she said 
the wife of one death-row inmate. 
“The guards come at them in the 
middle of the night.”

The evidence, gathered earlier this 
year, follows a recent report from 
Amnesty International which said 
that, in the year to June 2017, at least 
169 critics of the Bahrain govern-
ment or their relatives were arrest-
ed, tortured, threatened or banned 
from travel by the security forces.

The group also says it received re-
ports of nine government critics be-
ing tortured in detention.

Middle East Eye

No torture in Bahraini prisons’ claims 
UK-backed rights group
Rights groups have dismissed the 
claims by Bahrain’s National Institute for 
Human Rights as ‘at odds with reality’
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Hajar Mansour and her son

Trial of 4 civilians before military 
court begins

On 30 October 2017, a Bahraini court 
sentenced 19 men over political-base 
charges, 8 of which were given life 
terms, 9 got 15 years, and 2 received 
10 years. Moreover, 15 of them were 
also stripped of their citizenship.

On the same day, Hajar Mansour and 
her son were sentenced to 3 years 
in prison. Her nephew was also sen-
tenced to 1 month in prison and fined 
as well. They were targeted because 
of their relative’s activism outside 
Bahrain.

Following these sentences, on 31 Oc-
tober 2017, 10 men were jailed for life 
and stripped of their citizenship; they 
were sentenced in absentia.

Unfair trails leading to revocation of 
citizenship and lengthy prison terms

On 23 October 2017, a military court 
began the first trial of 4 civilians, fol-
lowing a constitutional amendment 
allowing the military judiciary to try 
civilians.

Authorities have interrogated two 
of the defendants for nearly a year, 
and information revealed that they 
were subjected to torture to make 
forced confessions.

Fadhel Sayyed Abbas, Sayed Alawi 
Hussein, Mohammed Abdul Has-
san and Mohammed Abdul Hussein 
were referred to the Military Pros-
ecution, which interrogated them 
and then referred them to a mili-
tary court. Their first trial hearings 
was held on 23 October. A military 
judge; however, decided to adjourn 
the case until 30 October.

> Bahrain
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> Bahrain

The Bahraini authorities contin-
ued their harsh security campaign 
against citizens, through raiding a 
number of houses and arresting cit-
izens.

The Bahraini Public Prosecution de-
cided on 3 October 3 2017 to arrest 
Shiite cleric Sayed Ali Al-Mosawi 
for 15 days pending investigation, 
following his arrest on 2 October 

from Diraz, without knowing the 
reasons.

Government forces fired shotgun 
pellets and tear gas against hun-
dreds of protestors who tried to 
reach the Pearl (LuaLua) Round-
about on 2 October 2017. Eyewit-
nesses said that dozens of citizens 
were injured as a result

The Bahraini security authorities 

Security authorities in Bahrain 
continued their widespread 
security crackdown

http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/41974.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/41956.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/41956.html
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> Bahrain

launched a vast campaign, raiding houses and arresting citizens over polit-
ical reasons. Activists confirmed arresting more than 45 citizens, including 
at least 5 children, during the month of October. Civilian forces affiliated to 
the Ministry of Interior participated in the campaign, broke into a number 
of houses, sabotaged their contents and handed subpoenas to some wom-
en in A’ali village.

A Bahraini court sentenced on 12 October 2017, prominent Shiite cleric and 
former Al-Wefaq MP, Sheikh Hamza Al-Dairy, to one year in prison over 
taking part in Diraz protest.

On 17 October 2017, the Bahraini authorities renewed detention of de-
tained child Mahmoud Zouheri for 10 days pending investigation.

On 16 October 2017, activists on social media outlets said that the securi-
ty authorities referred child Mahdi Ahmad Muftah, to the hospital where 
one of his genitals was removed, days after the security forces raided his 
house. Activists explained that Muftah was subjected to severe torture in 
death chamber and one of his genitals was harmed as a result. 

Bahraini security authorities summoned Shiite cleric Sheikh Abdul Nabi 
Al-Nashabah for on 22 October 2017.

The Bahraini authorities apprehended famous football goalkeeper Ha-
mood Sultan over the background of visiting Qatar. On 25 October, A local 
newspaper confirmed that he was arrested in way similar to that used in 
dealing with terrorists.

Child Mahmoud Zouheri 

http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42151.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42187.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42328.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42447.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42447.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42469.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42469.html
http://akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1094346
http://akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1094346
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> Bahrain

The security authorities summoned prominent opposition leader and for-
mer Secretary-General of National Democratic Action Society (Wa’ad) 
Ebrahim Sharif for interrogation on 23 October. He was accused of insult-
ing Ministry of Information Affairs, over a tweet in which he criticised the 
Gulf media for lack of awareness and strategic understanding.

Human rights activist Zainab Al-Khamis said that the authorities prevent-
ed her on 16 October 16 2017 from leaving the country through Bahrain 
International Airport.

The Bahraini security authorities prevented on 18 October 2017 Sayed 
Sharaf Al-Mosawi, the chairman of the Bahrain Transparency Society, 
from traveling to Germany to take part in Transparency International Con-
ference held in Berlin.

 The security
 authorities continued
 to tighten the grip
on activists

http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42318.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/BaTra-XlZGb/?taken-by=zainab.alkhmees
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42358.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42358.html
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> Bahrain

The security authorities decided to 
ban the National Democratic Ac-
tion Society’s (Wa’ad) seminar on 
18 October 2017. Wa’ad Society said 
that this step “blatantly contradicts 
the law of political associations,” 
adding that “Wa’ad had previously 
organised dozens of seminars with-
out objection from any official body, 
and therefore we have recorded our 
reservation regarding this proce-
dure, while retaining the right to fol-
low up with the Ministry of Justice.”

On 26 October 2017, Bahrain’s Court 
of Appeal upheld verdict dissolving 
National Democratic Action (Wa’ad) 
Society. Wa’ad is considered to be 
the third opposition society that has 
been dissolved since the outbreak 
of mass protests in the country in 
2011, following the Islamic Action 
Association (Amal) and the Nation-
al Islamic Wefaq Society, the largest 
opposition group that was dissolved 
a year ago.

A Bahraini detainee was deported 
after serving his prison term
The Bahraini authorities deported on 31 October 2017 Ibrahim Karimi 
after serving his prison term.

Karimi was arrested over tweets published via Twitter account which 
he denied owning it. His citizenship was revoked in 2012 in a decision 
issued by the Ministry of Interior, and a Bahraini court upheld the de-
cision last March.

Bahraini authorities are halting any 
political work

http://www.aldemokrati.org/details.php?artid=10289
http://www.aldemokrati.org/details.php?artid=10289
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> Bahrain

Female detainees held at Isa Town 
Detention Centre have declared, 
on 3 October 2017, they will go on 
an open strike after the authorities 
built an extra barrier to prevent im-
prisoned women embracing family 
members on visits.

According to Bahrain Institute for 
Rights and Democracy (BIRD), the 
detainees’ families said that the 
prison authorities’ restrictions on 
family contact has been inconsis-
tent. They said detainees meet their 
family at a large marble table, over 
which they could shake their hands 
and kiss them, though with difficul-
ty, during past visits.

According to Bahrain Centre for 
Human Rights (BCHR), Nabeel 
Rajab was transferred to Jaw Pris-
on on 25 October 2017. It reported 
that the security forces stormed 
the cell when Rajab was asleep in 
the middle of the night, shouted at 
him, insulted him, then searched 
him thoroughly without any appar-
ent reason, and forcibly shaved his 

head. All the books and clothes in 
his possession were also confiscat-
ed, and the authorities prevented 
him from receiving clothes replace-
ments from his family. Moreover, 
he was placed in an isolated cell, 
the same cell where he had served 
his previous sentence and which 
caused him psychological harm at 
that time.

Family of Fadhel Abbas, former 
Secretary General of the Unitary 
National Democratic Assemblage 
(Al-Wahdawi party), said that the 
authorities in Jaw Central Prison re-
fused to transfer him to hospital de-
spite his health deterioration, social 
media outlets reported. The family 
said that the prison’s administration 
is forcing Abbas to sign a paper stat-
ing that he refuses to go to hospital.

The family of prominent Bahraini 
political prisoner Mohammed 
Jawad Parweez said that he had 
asked for a special meeting to in-
form them about his will due to the 
deterioration of his health. Parweez 

Prisons’ administrations violate 
detainees’ rights, & ban detainees from 
medical treatment; it raided the figures 
building

http://birdbh.org/2017/10/bahrain-female-detainees-declare-strike-after-prison-authorities-impose-new-barrier-to-cut-off-physical-contact-in-family-visits/
http://bahrainrights.org/en/node/8914
http://bahrainrights.org/en/node/8914
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/41999.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42161.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42161.html
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> Bahrain

noted that the imprisoned opposi-
tion leaders “are still suffering from 
isolation from the outside world 
and people, and deprived of talking 
and meeting with other prisoners or 
watching the news.”

The security authorities in Jaw Cen-
tral Prison prevented the prominent 
opposition leader who is sentenced 
to life in prison, Hassan Mushaima, 
from medical treatment and banned 
him from going to his medical ap-
pointment on 10 October 2017.

Security authorities affiliated to 
Ministry of Interior raided, on the 
afternoon of 17 October 2017, the 
figures building in Jaw Central Pris-
on and confiscated some books and 
belongings. Alya Radhi, wife of op-
position leader Sheikh Ali Salman, 
said that the security authorities re-
mained about 3 hours in the figures 
building and searched the figures in 
a degrading way, confiscated some 

of their books and belongings, and 
cut any contact with them.

Family of detained Elias Mullah, 
who suffers from colon cancer, said 
that he no longer wants treatment as 
a result of the degrading treatment 
he is subjected to by the Jaw Pris-
on administration. Mullah’s mother 
further pointed out that he refused 
to respond to any talk about treat-
ment, saying he preferred “death to 
the humiliation” he was subjected 
to. “I will stop my treatment com-
pletely until God interferes.”

Detainee Yaser Al-Moemen started 
a hunger strike on 26 October 2017 
after the Dry Dock Prison authori-
ties prevented him from receiving 
the adequate treatment. He was 
tortured at hands of security forces 
which caused him severe pains in 
the upper part of his body, particu-
larly his chest.

Fadhel Abbas

http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42189.html
https://twitter.com/ALYARADHI/status/920544281474957313
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42374.html
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/41999.html
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A group of British human rights law-
yers have accused Bahraini over-
sight bodies funded by Britain’s gov-
ernment of violating international 
law by allegedly failing to investi-
gate torture allegations against two 
inmates on death row.

Reprieve said the Bar Human Rights 
Committee of England and Wales 
(BHRC) had petitioned Bahrain’s 
King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa for 
clemency for Ramadan and Moo-
sa, arguing that their trial did not 
comply with fair legal standards. It 

said the Bahraini government-ap-
pointed Ombudsman had agreed 
to open an investigation into the 
torture allegations after coming 
under pressure from international 
rights groups. “However, in the 15 
months since, the Ombudsman has 
disclosed no information about its 
findings, and has indicated that it 
has referred that case to the Spe-
cial Investigation Unit (SIU), a Brit-
ish-trained body, for further investi-
gation,” Reprieve’s statement said.

International attitude towards 
the human rights situation in Bahrain 
40 Members of the European Par-
liament from different political 
groups sent an open letter to the 
EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Federi-
ca Mogherini, urging her to call for 
immediate release of Sayed Ahmed 
Al-Wadaei’s family.

The European Union (EU) issued 
a statement on 27 October 2017 
commenting on the decision of the 
High Appeal Court to dissolve the 
National Democratic Action Society 
(Wa’ad). EU considered that this rul-

ing “contravenes provisions on the 
freedoms of speech and association 
as enshrined in the Constitution of 
Bahrain and therefore risks further 
polarising Bahrain’s society.”

“The European Union has repeat-
edly expressed this position to the 
authorities in Manama, who have a 
duty to ensure that citizens of Bah-
rain retain their ability to create and 
participate in political parties, in full 
respect of their political and civil 
rights,” it added.

International Human Rights Organisations
Reprieve: Bahraini-government appoint-
ed Ombudsman accused of torture

> Bahrain

https://af.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idAFKBN1CA1S2
https://www.ecdhr.org/bahrain-meps-call-for-the-release-of-sayed-alwadaeis-family/
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/34729/statement-decision-high-appeal-court-bahrain-dissolve-national-democratic-action-party-waad_en
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Bahrain’s reprisals against activist’s 
family must end
Fifteen international rights organi-
sations, including Amnesty Interna-
tional, Reprieve, Reporters without 
Borders (RSF) and Index on Censor-
ship, sent a joint letter to a number 
of world powers and international 
and UN groups to urgently raise, 
both publicly and privately, the case 
of Sayed Ahmad Alwadaei’s rela-
tives, Sayed Nazar Alwadaei, Ha-
jar Mansoor Hasan and Mahmood 
Marzooq Mansoor, stressing on 
the necessity to end any retaliation 
practiced by the authorities against 
them. It addressed Canada, Den-
mark, European Union External Ac-

tion (EEAS), France, Germany, Italy, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Unit-
ed Kingdom and the United States 

In the same context, a group of 13 
human rights organisations includ-
ing Amnesty International and UK 
legal charity Reprieve sent a letter 

to Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson, 
calling for the release of Sayed Na-
zar Alwadaei, Hajar Mansoor Hasan 
and Mahmood Marzooq Mansoor. 
They urged the UK government to 
request Bahrain to immediately re-
lease Alwadaei’s relatives ahead of 
their trial in 30 October and drop all 
charges against them.

Sayed Ahmad Alwadaei

> Bahrain

https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahrains-reprisals-activists-family-must-end/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/7359/2017/en/
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Gulf Institute for Democracy and Human Rights 
(GIDHR), Bahrain Centre for Human Rights 
(BCHR), Bahrain Forum for Human Rights, 
SALAM for Democracy and Human Rights and 
The European-Bahraini Organisation for Human 
Rights (EBOHR) called upon the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), in a state-
ment issued on 19 October 2017, to urgently vis-
it Bahraini prisons to stand upon their situation 
and invite UN Special Rapporteurs and relevant 
UN working groups to submit new applications 
to visit Bahrain.

Gulf Institute for Democracy and Human Rights 
(GIDHR), Bahrain Centre for Human Rights 
(BCHR), Bahrain Forum for Human Rights (BFHR), 
SALAM for Democracy and Human Rights, and 
the European-Bahraini Organisation for Human 
Rights (EBOHR) issued a statement on 26 Octo-
ber 2017 condemning the dissolution of the Na-
tional Democratic Action Society (Wa’ad). The 
rights organisations pointed out that the charges 
upon which the lawsuit was based were “tenden-
tious and malicious”, explaining that this retali-
ation was due to Wa’ad’s exercise of their legiti-
mate rights under the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights to freedom of political 
work and association.

> Bahrain

GIDHR ACTIVISM

19 October 2017

26 October 2017

http://gidhr.org/Home/MediaReleasesDetails/26
http://gidhr.org/Home/MediaReleasesDetails/26
http://gidhr.org/Home/MediaReleasesDetails/28
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> Bahrain

On 6 October 2017, Gulf Institute for Democracy 
and Human Rights (GIDHR) welcomed the Unit-
ed Nations’ decision to put the Saudi-led Arabic 
coalition on its blacklist for the crimes against 
children that were committed in Yemen, GIDHR 
also called on the international community to 
hold Saudi Arabia accountable for the war crimes 
committed in Yemen. 

Gulf Institute for Democracy and Human Rights 
(GIDHR) said in a statement issued on 24 Octo-
ber 2017 that the statement of the Bahraini Min-
istry of Interior (MoI) is inaccurate and The Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is 
urgently demanded to inspect the conditions of 
prisons and detainees in Bahrain.

Commenting on trying civilians before military 
courts, Gulf Institute for Democracy and Hu-
man Rights (GIDHR), Bahrain Centre for Human 
Rights (BCHR), Bahrain Forum for Human Rights, 
SALAM for Democracy and Human Rights and 
The European-Bahraini Organisation for Human 
Rights (EBOHR) issued a statement on 28 Octo-
ber 2017 calling on the international community 
to urge Bahrain to release those detainees.

6 October 2017

24 October 2017

28 October 2017

http://gidhr.org/Home/MediaReleasesDetails/25
http://gidhr.org/Home/MediaReleasesDetails/27
http://gidhr.org/Home/MediaReleasesDetails/29
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The Bahrain Forum for Human 
Rights (BFHR) said that it document-
ed in September 2017 255 media 
materials and messages that incite 
or help to incite hatred, by following 
the publications of 4 official Bahraini 
newspapers and 166 accounts on so-
cial media outlets. The BFHR further 
noted that the provocative materi-
als in news articles published in the 
Bahraini newspapers, Al-Watan and 
Akhbar Al-Khaleej, have increased 
since the authorities started to use 
excessive force in suppressing the 
peaceful sit-in in Diraz and imposed 
house arrest on the leader of the 
Shia majority in Bahrain, Ayatollah 
Sheikh Isa Qassim 136 days ago.

Moreover, it said that it monitored 
the cases of continued enforced 
disappearance of 12 Bahrainis. 
BFHR explained in a statement that 
Radhi has forcibly disappeared since 
September 29, 2016, while Sayed 
Alawi Hussein Al-Mousawi’s where-
abouts have been unknown for al-
most a year now. The forum pointed 
out that the number of days since 
citizen Mohammed Abdul-Hassan 
Al-Motaghawi’s enforced disap-
pearance has reached 139, and cit-
izen Mohammed Abdul-Hussein 
Al-Motaghawi has reached 138 
days. The forum also highlighted 
that the security authorities have 
used a number of local legislations 
such as the law that protects soci-
ety from acts of terrorism and the 
military justice law, which both al-

low security authorities to commit a 
number of violations, including the 
crime of enforced disappearance, in 
violation of article 9, paragraph 3 of 
the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights.

In a human rights conference that 
discussed a study about prison con-
ditions in the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
human rights activists accused Bah-
rain’s Minister of Interior of person-
ally supervising torture processes in 
Bahraini prisons. The study prepared 
by Bahrain Forum for Human Rights 
(BFHR) and Salam for Democracy 
and Human Rights concluded that 
there is serious deterioration in hu-
man rights situation in Bahrain that 
poses a threat to more than 4000 
political prisoners languishing be-
hind bars. President of BFHR Baqer 
Darwish said on Friday in Beirut that 
the Bahraini authorities go too far 
in their policies that violate human 
rights, due to the financial support 
it receives from its allies. Baqer Dar-
wish accused Bahrain’s Minister of 
Interior of personally supervising 
torture processes in Bahraini pris-
ons.

Bahrain Forum for Human Rights 
added in a statement issued on 21 
October 2017 that the prison ad-
ministration is violating the privacy 
of prisoners during telephone calls, 
reducing the chances of telephone 
calls for prisoners, and significantly 
increasing overcrowding inside the 
prison.

> Bahrain

Bahraini Human Rights Organisations

https://bfhr.org/english/article.php?id=878&cid=152
https://www.bfhr.org/english/article.php?id=879&cid=153
https://www.bfhr.org/english/article.php?id=879&cid=153
http://bahrainmirror.com/en/news/42412.html
https://www.bfhr.org/english/article.php?id=885&cid=152
https://www.bfhr.org/english/article.php?id=885&cid=152
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> Saudi Arabia

The Saudi Arabian authorities ex-
ecuted a man on 2 October 2017, 
bringing the total number of people 
put to death so far in 2017 to 100, 
with 60 people executed in the past 
three months alone, said Amnesty 
International. 

“Since July 2017, the Saudi Arabian 
government has been on an execu-
tion spree with an average of five 
people put to death per week. This 
sets the country firmly on track to 
remain one of the most prolific ex-
ecutioners on the planet,” said Lynn 
Maalouf, Director of Research for 
Amnesty International in the Mid-
dle-East.

“The Saudi authorities have been 
using the death penalty as a tool to 
crush dissent and rein in minorities 
with callous disregard for human 
life. They should immediately quash 
these sentences and ensure that all 
trials meet international fair trial 
standards without recourse to the 

death penalty” said Lynn Maalouf.

At least 33 members of Saudi Ara-
bia’s Shi’a Muslim community cur-
rently face the death penalty. All 
were accused of activities deemed 
a risk to national security. Among 
them are Ali al-Nimr, Abdullah 
al-Zaher, Dawood al-Marhoon who 
were arrested for alleged offences 
committed when they were under 
18 and who said that they were tor-
tured in order to make them “con-
fess”. Last month the family of an-
other young man Abdulkareem 
al-Hawaj were informed by court 
officials that the Supreme Court 
had upheld his death sentence for 
offences related to his involvement 
in anti-government protests. Al-Ha-
waj was only 16 when he took part 
in the protests; he has exhausted 
all his appeals and can be executed 
as soon as the King ratifies his sen-
tence. They are all at imminent risk 
of execution.

Saudi Arabia Death toll reaches 100 as 
authorities carry out execution spree

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/10/saudi-arabia-death-toll-reaches-100-as-authorities-carry-out-execution-spree/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/10/saudi-arabia-death-toll-reaches-100-as-authorities-carry-out-execution-spree/
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According to Human Rights Watch, 
relatives and others reported that 
family members held in an infor-
mal detention facility at Bir Ahmed, 
a military camp controlled by the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE)-backed 
“Security Belt” forces, began refus-
ing food on October 21, 2017. An an-
nouncement issued the same day in 
the name of detainees’ family mem-
bers said the men would forego 
food until granted their “legal and 
humanitarian rights.”

“Detainees should not have to re-
fuse food to be treated humanely 
and free from abuse,” said Sarah 
Leah Whitson, Middle East director 
at Human Rights Watch. “The UAE 
and their Yemeni proxies should 
stop denying responsibility for mis-
treatment and investigate and act 
on the complaints.”

Human Rights Watch spoke with 

five people who said their family 
members were being held in the de-
tention facility and refusing food. 
One woman said she had not seen 
her husband for about a year and a 
half. Another woman said her son, 
a university student held in the de-
tention facility for more than a year, 
“had lost his future and his educa-
tion.” A detainee’s sister said she 
had not seen him for more than 11 
months.

Local media outlets, citing sourc-
es in Bir Ahmed, reported that the 
prison director, Ghassan Al-Aqrabi, 
had called on the detainees to end 
their hunger strike, and reportedly 
threatened to transfer them to an-
other informal detention facility. 
Three days after the strike began, 
a relative of one detainee said that 
four other detainees had lost con-
sciousness.

> Yemen

Aden Hunger Strike Highlights 
Detainee Abuse

Sarah Leah Whitson

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/26/yemen/uae-aden-hunger-strike-highlights-detainee-abuse
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More than 11 million Yemeni chil-
dren need humanitarian aid as a 
result of a war raging since March 
2015, the UN’s humanitarian coordi-
nation agency OCHA said on Mon-
day.

OCHA, which described the conflict 
as “devastating” said children are 
facing “the largest food security cri-
sis in the world and an unprecedent-
ed cholera outbreak”.

“Deprived of access to basic health 
and nutrition services, children are 
unable to fulfil their potential,” it 
said in a statement.

Children in Yemen are dying of “pre-
ventable causes like malnutrition, 

diarrhoea, and respiratory tract in-
fections,” it said.

“The education system is on the 
brink of collapse, with more than 
five million children at risk of being 
deprived of their right to education.”

The United Nations has listed Ye-
men as the world’s number one hu-
manitarian crisis, with seven million 
people on the brink of famine and 
a cholera outbreak that has caused 
more than 2,000 deaths.

More than 8,650 people have been 
killed in the conflict and around 
58,600 others wounded, many of 
them civilians, according to the 
World Health Organisation.

> Yemen

Yemen children caught in war in dire 
need of aid

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5009133/Yemen-children-caught-war-dire-need-aid-UN.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5009133/Yemen-children-caught-war-dire-need-aid-UN.html
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> United Arabic Emirates

Emirates: Appeal 
Court Upholds Im-
prisoning 2 Bahrain-
is for 3 Years and Fin-
ing them 50.000 BD
A Federal Court of Appeal in the United 
Arab Emirates sentenced on Wednes-
day (October 4, 2017) two Bahrain-
is, Abbas Ahmad Marzooq (37 years) 
and Ali Hassan Al-Hinni (37 years), to 
3 years in prison and 500.000 Dirham 
fine (approximately 50.000 BD), over 
circulating video footages via social 
media outlets.

UAE: Human rights 
defender remains in 
solitary
Prominent human rights defender, 
Ahmed Mansoor, remains detained 
over six months after his arrest. On 17 
September he was brought to the Pub-
lic Prosecution building in Abu Dhabi, 
capital of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), where his family met him briefly 
for the second time following a first su-
pervised visit, on 3 April. Even though 
the authorities claim that he is being 
held at Central Prison, his exact place of 
detention remains unverified. Ahmed 
Mansoor still has no access to a law-
yer, and since his arrest has been de-
tained in solitary confinement, which 
amounts to cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment, and possibly torture.

Several hours after his arrest on 20 
March, the official state-run news web-
site, the Emirates News Agency, an-
nounced that he was arrested on the 
orders of the Public Prosecution for 
Cybercrimes and detained pending 
further investigation on charges of “us-
ing social media [including Twitter and 
Facebook] sites to publish false and 
misleading information that harms 
national unity and social harmony and 
damages the country’s reputation” and 
“promoting sectarian and hate-incited 
agenda”.

Al-Razeen Prison 
administration mis-
treats the prisoners 
of conscience in UAE
According to the International Centre 
for Justice and Human Rights (ICJHR), 
the authorities of Al-Razeen Prison 
are mistreating and insulting the pris-
oners of conscience and undermining 
their dignity; in fact they are banning 
them from sitting or sleeping on the 
bed from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm, includ-
ing the sick and the elderly. They fur-
ther forced them to wear blue prison 
clothes all the time after they were 
allowed to put on lighter and casual 
outfits during the hot times.

These unjust measures were considered 
by the detainees as degrading and of-
fensive to their dignity and against the 
right of every prisoner to have decent 
clothes that do not humiliate him in ac-
cordance with international standards.

http://www.echr.org.uk/reports-and-articles/uae-human-rights-defender-remains-solitary
http://www.ic4jhr.org/en/activites/statements/802-uae-al-razeen-prison-administration-mistreats-the-prisoners-of-conscience-2.html
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Bahrain in NGOs

Bahrain: ‘disappeared’ engineer faces military trial
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/26/bahrain-disappeared-engineer-faces-military-trial

Bahrain: Activists’ kin convicted in flawed trial
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/30/bahrain-activists-kin-convicted-flawed-trial

Bahrain: relatives of UK-based human rights activist sentenced to three 
years in prison
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/10/bahrain-three-relatives-of-uk-based-hu-
man-rights-activist-sentenced-to-three-years-in-prison/

Bahrain: further information: drop charges against human rights defend-
er: Ebtisam Al-Saegh
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/7366/2017/en/

Bahrain: further information: stop ill-treatment of human rights defend-
er: Nabeel Rajab
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/7354/2017/en/

Bahraini injustice: Nabeel Rajab subjected to humiliating treatment
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahraini-injustice-nabeel-rajab-subjected-hu-
miliating-treatment/

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/26/bahrain-disappeared-engineer-faces-military-trial
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/26/bahrain-disappeared-engineer-faces-military-trial
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/30/bahrain-activists-kin-convicted-flawed-trial
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/30/bahrain-activists-kin-convicted-flawed-trial
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/10/bahrain-three-relatives-of-uk-based-human-rights-activist-sentenced-to-three-years-in-prison/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/10/bahrain-three-relatives-of-uk-based-human-rights-activist-sentenced-to-three-years-in-prison/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/10/bahrain-three-relatives-of-uk-based-human-rights-activist-sentenced-to-three-years-in-prison/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/7366/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/7366/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/7354/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/7354/2017/en/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahraini-injustice-nabeel-rajab-subjected-humiliating-treatment/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahraini-injustice-nabeel-rajab-subjected-humiliating-treatment/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahraini-injustice-nabeel-rajab-subjected-humiliating-treatment/
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Bahrain in the Media

‘No torture in Bahraini prisons’ claims UK-backed rights group
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/no-torture-bahrains-prisons-uk-backed-rights-
group-677571664

Boris Johnson’s silence on Bahrain’s human rights abuses is deafening
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/two-men-death-row-and-silence-foreign-secre-
tary-715996355

Bahrain: UK-based rights activist’s family sentenced to three years in re-
prisal case
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahrain-uk-based-rights-activists-family-sen-
tenced-three-years-reprisal-case/

Bahraini court delays hearing for Nabeel Rajab
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahraini-court-delays-hearing-nabeel-rajab/

Transparency International  calls on Bahrain to lift ban on Sharaf AlMosawi
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_calls_on_
bahrain_to_lift_travel_ban_on_sharaf_al

http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/no-torture-bahrains-prisons-uk-backed-rights-group-677571664
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/no-torture-bahrains-prisons-uk-backed-rights-group-677571664
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/no-torture-bahrains-prisons-uk-backed-rights-group-677571664
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/two-men-death-row-and-silence-foreign-secretary-715996355
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/two-men-death-row-and-silence-foreign-secretary-715996355
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/two-men-death-row-and-silence-foreign-secretary-715996355
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahrain-uk-based-rights-activists-family-sentenced-three-years-reprisal-case/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahrain-uk-based-rights-activists-family-sentenced-three-years-reprisal-case/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahrain-uk-based-rights-activists-family-sentenced-three-years-reprisal-case/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahraini-court-delays-hearing-nabeel-rajab/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2017/10/bahraini-court-delays-hearing-nabeel-rajab/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_calls_on_bahrain_to_lift_travel_ban_on_sharaf_al
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_calls_on_bahrain_to_lift_travel_ban_on_sharaf_al
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_calls_on_bahrain_to_lift_travel_ban_on_sharaf_al
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Bahrain temporarily frees female activist: rights groups
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5007833/Bahrain-temporarily-frees-female-ac-
tivist-rights-groups.html

My family ended up in prison because I fought for human rights in Bah-
rain - but the UK panders to its royals
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/my-family-fought-human-rights-bahrain-ended-prison-uk-pan-
ders-its-royals-1645158

My daughter will be born stateless – in the UK
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/oct/24/daughter-stateless-uk-bah-
rain-torture-human-rights?CMP=share_btn_tw

Bahrain’s six years of dangerous decline
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/bahrains-six-years-of-dangerous-decline_us_
59f1ad8fe4b078c594fa1561

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5007833/Bahrain-temporarily-frees-female-activist-rights-groups.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5007833/Bahrain-temporarily-frees-female-activist-rights-groups.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5007833/Bahrain-temporarily-frees-female-activist-rights-groups.html
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/my-family-fought-human-rights-bahrain-ended-prison-uk-panders-its-royals-1645158
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/my-family-fought-human-rights-bahrain-ended-prison-uk-panders-its-royals-1645158
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/my-family-fought-human-rights-bahrain-ended-prison-uk-panders-its-royals-1645158
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/oct/24/daughter-stateless-uk-bahrain-torture-human-rights?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/oct/24/daughter-stateless-uk-bahrain-torture-human-rights?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/oct/24/daughter-stateless-uk-bahrain-torture-human-rights?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/bahrains-six-years-of-dangerous-decline_us_59f1ad8fe4b078c594fa1561
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/bahrains-six-years-of-dangerous-decline_us_59f1ad8fe4b078c594fa1561
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/bahrains-six-years-of-dangerous-decline_us_59f1ad8fe4b078c594fa1561


GULF INSTITUTE FOR DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS OCT 2017 ISSUE #14  PAGE 22

Gulf Institute for Democracy and Human 
Rights (GIDHR), is a civil non-governmental 
and non-profit organization aiming to pro-
mote the respect for democratic principles, 
as well as establishing the human rights and 
social justice principles, and stopping the 
human rights violations in the Gulf Region in 
general and in Bahrain in particular. Head-
quartered in Sydney, Australia GIDHR has 
the right to open branches in other regions, 
has legal character and independent finan-
cial disclosure. GIDHR is seeking to be in the 
ranks of the major organizations defend-
ing democratic and human rights principles 
and values through contributing to achieve 
peace and justice for all in the Gulf States.

+61413984959   +61424610661    +61421237922

اإلنســان  وحقــوق  للديمقراطيــة  الخليــج  معهــد 
منظمــة غيــر ربحيــة وغيــر حكوميــة، تــم تأسيســه فــي 
أســتراليا ويهــدف إلى تعزيــز ونشــر ثقافــة الّديمقراطية، 
كمــا يســعى لتحقيــق مبــادئ حقــوق اإلنســان والعدالة 
الخليــج.  دول  فــي  االنتهــاكات  وإيقــاف  االجتماعيــة 
ــه الحــق فــي فتــح فــروع أخــرى فــي مناطــق أخــرى،  ول
ــتقلة  ــة مس ــة مالي ــة وذم ــخصية اعتباري ــه ش ــون ل ويك
وال يســتهدف مــن نشــاطه جنــي الربــح التجــاري. يســعى 
ألن  اإلنســان  وحقــوق  للديمقراطيــة  الخليــج  معهــد 
ــن  ــة ع ــات المدافع ــرى المنظم ــاف كب ــي مص ــون ف يك
حقــوق اإلنســان عبــر المســاهمة فــي تحقيــق الســام 

ــج. ــي دول الخلي ــة ف والعدال

info@gidhr.org email:

https://www.instagram.com/gulfinstitute/
https://twitter.com/gulfidhr
https://web.facebook.com/GIDHR/?_rdc=1&_rdr
mailto:%20info%40gidhr.org%20?subject=About%20

