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Matthew 6:9-13 (NKJV) 9  In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be 
Your name. 10  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 11  Give us 
this day our daily bread. 12  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13  And do not 
lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen.   

When the disciples asked our Lord Jesus Christ to teach them to pray, He 
pivoted that prayer around the Kingdom of God. 

1 Samuel 30:6 (NKJV)  Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning 
him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. 
But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.  

As David strengthened himself, the Word of God will guide you to find strength 
in the Lord your God. 

Romans 12:2 (NKJV) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.  

As you renew your mind in the Word of God, you will think the way He thinks, 
you will enact His will on earth. 

2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  

I did not set out to write a book or be an author. This is not a “book” and it 
certainly did not originate from me in that sense. I wanted to teach the Church 
that I pastor. So I made this manual/workbook from my notes for the body of 
Jesus Christ and others who may be interested. 

This is not meant to replace your Bible reading. You should read your Bible, 
with a plan to completely read it every year. When I met Jesus Christ in 1997, 
He gave an insatiable hunger for the Word of God; The Holy Bible. I did not have 
to be forced to read, I wanted to know more about Him and His precepts; to 
know what God’s plan is. 

After the Heart Attacks and the Stroke in 2018 had left me to relearn all the 
functions of the right side of my body, I resorted to using my phone and my left 
hand to type. 

There are many who teach on the same subject, my aim is not to compete with 
them but rather to complete my Father’s work. I simply wish to see all people 
saved, according to scripture. To that end, God’s plan, as revealed to me, is in the 
pages that follow. 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 (NKJV) 1  Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2  for kings and all who are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3  For this 
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4  who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5  For there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6  who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time, 7  for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle--I am speaking 
the truth in Christ and not lying--a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  

Remember, He who has called you is faithful, and He will bring to completion 
the good work that He has started in you. Strengthen others as you gain 
understanding of the only plan that God has for yours and my reconciliation 
through Christ Jesus. 

I wish to thank all the saints in the household of God who helped me accomplish 
this work for His Kingdom.  

This is dedicated to Anupama Kodiyil and my family for being there for me. 

With love in Jesus Christ,  

John S. Kodiyil. 

March 2020   



Page 3 of 158 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Creation (1 of 5) 
  



Page 4 of 158 

1 Corinthians 15:21-27 (NKJV) 21  For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead.  
22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  
23  But each one in his own order: Christ the first fruits, afterward those who are 
Christ's at His coming.  
24  Then comes the end, when He delivers the Kingdom to God the Father, when He 
puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.  
25  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  
26  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  
27  For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are put 
under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. 

1 Corinthians 15:55-57 (NKJV) 55  "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is 
your victory?"  
56  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  
57  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

We need a proper understanding of God’s plan.  From Genesis through Revelation the 

Kingdom of God involves a beautiful and fantastic restoration of all things. It involves 

God’s reign over every aspect of creation. It includes people, animals, and all creatures in 

the universe. It involves food, music, celebration, laughing, and rejoicing. 

Above all, it brings a thriving relationship with God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who is 

at the centre of God’s Kingdom program. It also involves real interactions and activity with 

other people who know God. The Kingdom also includes nations doing real cultural 

activities. In other words, the Kingdom is life and life abundantly. 

The Kingdom of God also makes everything we do and every trial we face worth it. 

“Through many tribulations we must enter the Kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). And, “If we 

endure, we will also reign with Him” (2 Tim 2:12). A tangible Kingdom awaits all who 

devote their lives to King Jesus. No matter how bad things get, a wonderful Kingdom awaits. 

God’s Kingdom program involves five major parts or developments: 

1. Creation:  Genesis 1 - 2 

 The Kingdom is present with creation as God the King of creation tasks His image-

bearer, man, to rule and subdue His creation. 

2. Fall:  Genesis 3 

 The fall marks man’s failure to rule God’s creation; both God’s image-bearers 

(humans) and the creation come under the devastating effects of the fall. 

3. Promise:  Genesis 3:15 - Malachi 

 The promise plan guarantees the seed of the woman will eventually succeed over 

the power behind the serpent (Satan); the fall will be reversed and man will 

effectively rule over creation. 

4. Redemption: Gospels - Epistles 

 Jesus the King brings redemption through His atonement, and His death is the basis 

for the Kingdom and reconciliation of all things. 

5. Restoration: Revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 With the restoration of all things, God’s Kingdom plan is fulfilled as Jesus 

successfully reigns over the earth; this Kingdom merges into the perfect Kingdom 

of the Father. 

The Bible’s storyline shows how the Kingdom created goes to the Kingdom fallen, which 

then leads to the Kingdom restored. This storyline is centred and anchored in Jesus the 

Messiah. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 (NKJV) 1  Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which 
I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2  by which also 



Page 5 of 158 

you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you--unless you 
believed in vain. 3  For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4  and that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5  and that He was seen 
by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6  After that He was seen by over five hundred 
brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have 
fallen asleep. 7  After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8  Then last 
of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.  

Colossians 1:10-23 (NKJV) 10  that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11  strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and 
longsuffering with joy; 12  giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13  He has delivered us from the 
power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14  in 
whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 15  He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16  For by Him all things 
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through 
Him and for Him. 17  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18  And 
He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 19  For it pleased the Father 
that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20  and by Him to reconcile all things to 
Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross. 21  And you, who once were alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22  in the body of His flesh 
through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- 
23  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every 
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.  

The Bible does not leave the Kingdom in the abstract. If God rules, He rules somewhere, 

even if somewhere is everywhere.  There is no abstract rule without a realm. Thus, it is best 

to define the Kingdom of God as “the rule of God over His creation.” 

What is a Kingdom?  

Matthew 6:13 (NKJV)  And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the 
evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

The word is “malkuth” in Hebrew and “basileia” in Greek. There are other terms relevant 

to the Kingdom concept. But like any term, the meaning of “Kingdom” and similar terms is 

not found primarily in the etymology or origin of the word but in its usage. Usage determines 

meaning.  

Malkuth and basileia often are translated as “royalty,” “royal power,” “reign,” and 

“Kingdom.” The concept of “Kingdom” includes at least three essential elements: 

1. Ruler: A Kingdom involves a ruler with rightful and adequate authority and power. 

2. Realm: A Kingdom involves a realm of subjects to be ruled. 

3. Rulership: A Kingdom involves the exercise of ruling. 

All three elements are needed for a Kingdom, including active ruling. 

Essential to the word Kingdom is the actual exercise of authority in a realm over which one 

has the sovereign right to rule. If the exercise of authority is not in view, the concept of 

Kingdom is not present. Thus there can be no Kingdom in the truest sense without the ruler, 

the realm, and the reigning function. 
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We can trace the Kingdom theme from Genesis through Revelation. This theme provides a 

unifying structure that bound all the Bible together into a unit, and by which all the history 

recorded there could be understood and related. 

While most Kingdom passages focus on God’s mediatorial Kingdom on the earth (Dan 2:44; 

Matt 6:10; Acts 1:6), God’s universal Kingdom is always in operation. He is always in 

control and He always prevails. For a time men may resist God’s mediatorial Kingdom 

plans, yet they never escape God’s universal rule. 

Coming Soon 

Jesus Christ proclaimed and explained the Kingdom of God - God’s rule over all things. In 

the Old Testament, God established his Kingdom politically under David. When the 

Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, the prophets continued to speak of the reestablishment of 

the Kingdom of God under the coming Messiah. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 (NKJV) 6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the 
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7  Of the increase of His 
government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

When Jesus came to earth, he preached that the Kingdom of God had arrived. 

Matthew 4:17 (NKJV)  From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for 
the Kingdom of heaven is at hand."  
Matthew 5:3 (NKJV)  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the Kingdom of 
heaven.  
Luke 11:20 (NKJV)  But if I cast out demons with the finger of God, surely the 
Kingdom of God has come upon you.  

With Jesus’ coming, God’s redemptive rule has freed men and women from Satan’s power. 

When Jesus cast out demons, he demonstrated the reality of the Kingdom. And through his 

parables, Jesus described what the Kingdom was like (Mt 25). 

Jesus’ own account of the Kingdom, from an earthly perspective, turns worldly values and 

priorities upside down. In God’s Kingdom, the poor are rich, those who mourn will be 

comforted, the meek are powerful, and seekers, mercy-givers, peacemakers, and those who 

are persecuted are the ones who will inherit the Kingdom. 

Matthew 5:3-12 (NKJV) 3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 4  Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5  Blessed are 
the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall 
obtain mercy. 8  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9  Blessed are 
the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11  "Blessed 
are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 
falsely for My sake. 12  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

Jesus’ ministry on earth ushered in the Kingdom; the coming of the Spirit brought it into a 

new phase; and someday, when the dead in Christ are raised and Jesus comes again to 

establish his earthly Kingdom, it will be fully realized in all of its splendor, justice and 

perfection (Rev 22:1 - 5). 

Acts 2:1-11 (NKJV) 1  When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. 2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3  Then 
there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, 
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as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5  And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men, from every nation under heaven. 6  And when this sound occurred, the 
multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in 
his own language. 7  Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, 
"Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? 8  And how is it that we hear, each in 
our own language in which we were born? 9  Parthians and Medes and Elamites, 
those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10  Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, 11  Cretans and Arabs--we hear them speaking in our own 
tongues the wonderful works of God."  

Revelation 22:1-5 (NKJV) 1  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2  In the middle of its 
street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, 
each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of 
the nations. 3  And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4  They shall see His face, and 
His name shall be on their foreheads. 5  There shall be no night there: They need no 
lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign 
forever and ever.  

The goal is for this planet to be brought into perfect conformity with God’s will. When the 

ultimate Mediator, Jesus the Messiah, successfully reigns over the earth, the mediatorial 

Kingdom will be brought into conformity with God’s Universal Kingdom. And God’s will 

on earth will be done as it is in heaven. 

1 Corinthians 15:24 (NKJV)  Then comes the end, when He delivers the Kingdom to 
God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.  
1 Corinthians 15:28 (NKJV)  Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the 
Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may 
be all in all. 

Matthew 6:10 (NKJV)  Your Kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in 
heaven.  

Eventually, all will be restored, God’s plan fulfilled. Part of that includes “a new heaven 

and a new earth”. 

Revelation 21:1 (NKJV)  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.  
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For centuries most people in the Christian world accepted the Scriptures as The Holy Bible 

and believed it to be God’s revealed written message to mankind. They believed that it was 

free of mistakes (inerrant), that it could not be wrong on any subject (infallible), and that its 

words came from God Himself through specially chosen prophets (inspired). 

Jewish believers had held this same opinion for centuries before, with respect to the Old 

Testament, and the orthodox Jews still hold this view today. The belief that the Bible was 

God’s written Word and free from error was seen to be the Bible’s own claim for itself, as 

well as the authoritative claim of Christ Himself. 

Thus, orthodox Christians today, whatever their denominational label, still hold the doctrine 

that the Holy Scriptures (both Old and New Testaments) are God’s actual words to man 

(originated by Him and communicated by His Holy Spirit’s guidance through chosen, holy 

messengers), and are thus verbally (the written words, not merely the thoughts) inerrant, 

infallible, and inspired, as they were originally written in the autographs-that is, in the actual 

documents penned by the prophets and apostles, or by their secretaries when dictated. 

2 Peter 1:20-21 (NKJV) 20  knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any 
private interpretation, 21  for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 16:22 (NKJV)  I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord. 

The Bible Declares Itself to be the Word of God 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV)  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

 "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (v16). This great declaration explains 

and affirms why the Bible alone has been the final authority for the faith and practice 

of evangelical Christianity through the centuries. 

Christ Taught the Inerrancy of the Bible 

John 10:35 (NKJV)  If He called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the 
Scripture cannot be broken), 

 Christ, as the eternally preexistent member of the Trinity, now God incarnate, 

occupies a unique place in the Scriptures: He is the God-Man from heaven. 

 Note that when Christ said, “The Scripture cannot be broken” (v 35), He declared 

categorically without exception or limitation, that fault cannot be found in the 

Scriptures. 

Prophets of the Old Testament Received the Scriptures as Inerrant 
1. Moses, the author of the first five Old Testament books, was commanded by God 

Himself to record events in Israel’s history and transmit them to Joshua (Ex. 17:14). 

He kept written records of Israel’s journeys (Num. 33:1,2). His writings were to be 

read and studied by future kings of Israel (Deut. 17:18, 19). He wrote down a body 

of law which the priests of Israel preserved. This law was to be read publicly every 

seven years in order to preserve godly living (Deut. 31:9-12). Moses’ law was to be 

received and studied by Joshua as the secret of his success-by direct command of 

God. 

Joshua 1:7-8 (NKJV) 7  Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to 
do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8  This 
Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day 
and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then 
you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex+17%3A14
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nu+33%3A1-2
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dt+17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ge+2%3A18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dt+31%3A9
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2. Joshua’s generation saw Moses’ writings not as the words of man, but as having the 

authority of God (Josh. 8:31-35). 

3. David charged Solomon to obey God’s written law, especially the law of Moses (1 

Kin. 2:3). 

4. Isaiah claimed that the words he spoke and recorded were the actual words of God, 

which were to be received and obeyed (Isa. 1:10). Isaiah equated correctness with 

adherence to God’s written Word (Isa 8:20). 

5. Daniel studied the writings of Jeremiah the prophet, and took these to be accurate 

and inerrant records of God’s message to man (Dan. 9:2; cf. Jer. 25:11, 12). 

6. Malachi ends the Old Testament era with an admonition to “remember the Law of 

Moses ... The statutes and judgments” (Mal. 4:4). 

Malachi 4:4 (NKJV)  "Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, Which I 
commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, With the statutes and judgments.  

 The Scriptures were uniformly and universally received by the Old Testament 

prophets and writers themselves as the perfect and inerrant Word of God, the only 

standard of faith and practice. 

Christ & the Apostles Authenticated the New Testament as Inerrant 

2 Peter 1:21 (NKJV)  for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

 In addition to both the Old Testament prophets and Christ, the New Testament 

apostles and writers agreed that the Scriptures were truly from God, hence inerrant. 

Christ and the Apostles Accepted Genesis as a Factual Account 

Matthew 19:4 (NKJV)  And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that 
He who made them at the beginning 'made them male and female,' 

 Some skeptics have dismissed the Genesis account of creation and miracles as 

impossible. But the Bible says that Christ was present with God “in the beginning” 

and “all things were made through Him” (John 1:1-3). He alone, who came from 

heaven, was present at Creation. He witnessed all events in biblical history. He was 

in a position to know truth from error, fact from myth. What He accepted as true 

becomes our most certain guide to truth 

Christ & the Apostles Accepted the Books Most Attacked by Critics 

Matthew 12:40-41 (NKJV) 40  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. 41  The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 

 The Book of Jonah, claimed by some to be fiction, was personally authorized by the 

all-knowing Christ. Nor is this the only disputed book He attested: 

i. The Pentateuch (the first five Old Testament books) was written by Moses. (Moses’ 

final death account [Deut. 34] was probably added by Joshua.) Note that in Matthew 

4:4, 7, 10, Christ defeats Satan by quoting from Deuteronomy 6:16; 8:3; and Deut. 

10:20. 

Next to Genesis, Deuteronomy is the book most attacked by critics. Yet it was 

Christ’s first choice in fighting Satan. Our conclusion: Deuteronomy was 

authenticated as inerrant Scripture, once and forever, by the all-knowing Christ. 

ii. The Book of Daniel was written by Daniel, about 600-550 B.C., although critics say 

that it was written four hundred years later at about 168 B.C. They allege this 

because Daniel’s prophecies in chapters 2, 7, and 8 seem to extend this far into 

history (although, indeed, they extend much farther). 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jos+8%3A31-35
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Ki+2%3A3
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Ki+2%3A3
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa+1%3A10
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa+8%3A20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Da+9%3A2
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jer+25%3A11-12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mal+4%3A4
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These critics do not believe it possible that God’s 

prophets could miraculously predict the future. 

Jesus, however, quotes Daniel as a God-inspired 

foreteller of the future (Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14). To 

Christ, and therefore to us, the Book of Daniel came 

from God, was written by Daniel, foretells the 

future, and is inerrant in all of its words. 

iii. Some scholars divide Isaiah into three sections: 

“First Isaiah,” chapters 1-39; “Second Isaiah,” 

chapters 40-55; “Third Isaiah,” chapters 56-66. 

Because of the three divisions of subject matter, different emphases, and alleged 

variations in style, some maintain that different authors wrote each section. 

However, Isaiah is mentioned by name in the New Testament some twenty-one 

times. For example: 

Matthew 15:7-9; Isa. 29:13 

Matthew 3:3; Isa. 40:3 

Acts 8:28-33; Isa. 53:7, 8  

 Along with these three quotations (one of which was spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ) 

from the three different sections of Isaiah, there are at least eighteen others from 

Matthew through Romans. All New Testament writers accept the unity of the book 

and that it is the work of one prophet 

Fulfilled Prophecy Shows the Inerrancy of the Bible 

Psalm 119:89 (NKJV)  Forever, O LORD, Your word is 
settled in heaven.  

 Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 

words will by no means pass away” (Matt. 24:35). He was 

speaking in a context of prophetic predictions. He insisted 

that every predictive word would find its fulfillment because 

it comes from God, who knows and controls the future. 

Other prophets have spoken throughout world history; it is 

apparent that none of them really knew the future, especially 

the distant future. Only the prophecies of the Bible have been and will be fulfilled in 

every detail. These prophecies come to us in the exact words of Scripture. Their past 

fulfillment is a proof that the Bible is God’s book-true, as it claims for itself, and 

inerrant even in its prophetic words. 

The Biblical Creation 

Genesis 1:1-3 (NKJV) 1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2  The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3  Then God said, "Let 
there be light"; and there was light.  

Genesis 1 reveals the glories of God’s creation: “In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth” (Gen 1:1). In six days God created a spectacular universe full of wonder and 

mystery-the sun and planets, animals, birds, fish, vegetation, 

land, and sea. 

Six times God pronounced His creation “good” (Gen 1:4, 

10, 12, 18, 21, 25). Then in 1:31 He said it was “very good” 

(1:31). This includes the earth and all its physical aspects. 

There are religions and philosophies based on the belief that 

the physical world is an illusion (Hinduism), or that the 

physical world is really just perception but not reality 

(Idealism). The philosopher Plato (427-347 B.C.) elevated 
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spiritual matters over the 

physical. Two thousand years 

of church history show that 

the fog of Platonism has often 

clouded Christians. Many 

think God’s ultimate purposes 

involve escape from the 

“carnal” physical world to a 

glorious spiritual existence in 

the sky.  

A strong contrast is made 

between earth and heaven, so 

much that the ultimate goal is 

to escape earthly existence. 

But anti-material views are 

wrong. Physical things are not 

bad. In fact, the material and 

immaterial aspects of God’s 

creation are in harmony with 

each other.  

The new world needed a ruler. 

Yes, God was King and could 

directly rule over this new 

kingdom himself, but this was 

not His plan. So He created man. “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 

according to Our likeness’” (Gen 1:26a). 

As “image” and “likeness” of God, man is created as king and son. He is placed into 

relationship with God. Man is now positioned and equipped to rule and subdue the earth on 

God’s behalf. Man has a task to complete. 

First, he is to “multiply” and “fill the earth.” God’s plan for mankind involves more than 

just Adam and Eve. It involves their offspring. Adam and Eve were made to produce other 

image bearers who too would share their God-given responsibilities. 

Second, God instructs man to “rule” and “subdue” the creation. The Hebrew term for “rule,” 

which is used twice in Genesis 1:26-28, is r¯ad¯ah and means “have dominion,” “rule,” or 

“dominate.”.  

This is evident in man’s naming of the animals, which was a demonstration of dominion 

(see Gen 2:19-20). Thus, there is a royal and kingly aspect to the language of Genesis 1:26-

28. The very first of the divine injunctions laid upon him, man was regal in character.  

 God placed man in a physical environment suitable for beings with physical bodies. There 

was a real place called “Eden.” God also made sensual delights for Adam, including food: 

“Out of the ground the Lord God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and 

good for food” (Gen 2:9). Adam was also given physical work to do. He was to “cultivate” 

and “keep” the Garden of Eden God entrusted to Him (Gen 2:15).  

Then God made a real flesh and blood mate for Adam-a woman, Eve, who would be Adam’s 

equal, yet also different from Adam (see Gen 2:18-25). From this point onward, man’s 

service to God would also include his treatment of other human beings. 

 Authority to rule over creation was not intended to be the sole possession of Adam. The 

command for Adam and Eve to fill the earth with other image bearers indicated this. 

The couple can eat from any tree in the garden, but they were to avoid eating from the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil. To eat from it meant death. This was an opportunity for 
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these volitional beings to willingly express obedience to their Creator with their hearts. 

Avoiding the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” was to be an expression of worship.  

John 1:1-5 (NKJV) 1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2  He was in the beginning with God. 3  All things were made 
through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4  In Him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5  And the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it.  
John 1:18 (NKJV)  No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.  

The Earth 
I do not believe that the Earth is flat like a Chapatti or a Pancake and I do not subscribe to 

the Flat Earth Society’s view. However, I would rather believe the Bible and its authentic 

account of creation than any man-made belief system or agency.  
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Triangles were easy to draw and is not in any way a reflection of anything religious or 

occultic. My eldest son drew them in my physical notebook in 2010. I drew it again with 

MS Word later to teach the congregation. 

Scene 1 

In the beginning there was God. In the Old Testament, four words are translated as the 

English word “God”. Those words are El, Elah, Elo’ah, and Elohim.  

Genesis 1:1 (NKJV)  In the beginning God (Elohim) created the heavens and the 
earth.  

Genesis 2:4 (NKJV)  This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, in the day that the LORD (YEHOVAH) God (Elohim) made the earth and the 
heavens, 

He is the one we call our Heavenly Father. 
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Scene 2 

Psalm 82:1 (NKJV)  God (elohiym) stands in the congregation of the mighty (el); He 
judges among the gods (elohiym). 

The Jews understood that there were two families; upper and lower. This is confirmed in 

the New testament 

Ephesians 3:14-16 (NKJV) [14]  For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, [15]  from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
[16]  that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 

God has two families. Various Bible translations render the name of this council of elohim" 

as: 'the great assembly,” “heaven's court," "the divine council," and "the assembly of El." 

The heavenly council is also rendered in English translations as "His own congregation," 

"the congregation of the mighty,” “the assembly of God”, the assembly of the angels,” “the 

hosts of heaven,” “the heavenly host,”, "the company of God," or “watchers”. 
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Scene 3 

Angels 

1 Timothy 5:21 (NKJV)  I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with 
partiality. 

Part of this Elohim class of beings is a sentient class of creatures known as angels. The 

Angelic incursion continues to have a disastrous effect on human beings.  

There are three angels whose names are made known in the Scriptures: 

1. Michael, the archangel. Most angels in the Bible are portrayed as messengers, but 

Michael is described in all three books as contending, fighting, or standing against 

evil spirits and principalities. 

2. Gabriel. This angel seems to be a special messenger of the Lord. He is mentioned 

three times in Scripture: 

3. Lucifer, son of the morning (Satan).  This is a fallen angel, who was created a perfect 

and powerful angel. 

The Bible also describes different classes of Angels. 

Archangel 
The word "arch" simply means chief, and it suggests that there is a class of beings higher 

than ordinary angels. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NKJV)  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 

Seraphim 
This word means fiery ones. Their form appears to have been human, with the addition of 

wings. 

Isaiah 6:2 (NKJV)  [2]  Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he 
covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  
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This word is used elsewhere only of the "fiery serpents" sent by God as his instruments to 

inflict on the people the righteous penalty of sin. 

Numbers 21:6 (NKJV)  So the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died.  

Cherubim 
“Cherubim” is the plural of “cherub,” from the Hebrew word for “draw near.”  

The Cherubim look like men except that each one has four faces and four wings and feet 

like a calf. Two of their wings join tip to tip, and the other two cover their bodies. Their 

faces are like those of a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle. 

Ezekiel 1:10 (Sept.)  And the likeness of their faces was the face of a man, and the 
face of a lion on the right of the four; and the face of a calf on the left of the four; and 
the face of an eagle to the four. 

When Moses was up in the mountain talking to God, what did the Israelites form a Golden 

image of? Cherubim were placed in the Garden of Eden to guard the Tree of Life, after the 

fall of Adam and Eve (Gen.3:24). 

Genesis 3:24 (NKJV)  So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east 
of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way 
to the tree of life. 

Satan was the “anointed cherub”. It appears that he was the head of the cherubim. Speaking 

of his fall, the Bible has this to say. 

Ezekiel 28:13-15 (NKJV) [13]  You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious 
stone was your covering: The sardius, topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, and jasper, 
Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your timbrels and 
pipes Was prepared for you on the day you were created. [14]  "You were the anointed 
cherub who covers; I established you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You 
walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. [15]  You were perfect in your ways 
from the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you.  

Isaiah 14:12-14 (NKJV) [12]  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! 
[13]  For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the 
farthest sides of the north; [14]  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be 
like the Most High.'  

1. Though he is commonly called Lucifer, the exact word in Hebrew is Heylel - Heylel 

ben shachar. 

2. This word Heylel appears nowhere else in the Bible. 

a. Root: from hālal (in the sense of brightness) 

b. to be clear (origin of sound, but usually of color); 

c. to shine; hence to make a show, to boast; and thus to be (clamorously) foolish; 

d. to rave; causative to celebrate;  

e. also to stultify :- (make) boast (self), celebrate, commend, (deal, make), fool (-ish, 

-ly), glory, give [light], be (make, feign self) mad (against), give in marriage, [sing, 

be worthy of] praise, rage, renowned, shine. 

3. Shachar means the morning. Ben Shachar means the son of the morning. 

4. Whatever his name is, he is the one ultimately responsible for all sin and rebellion in 

the Universe. We know that he took down a third of the Elohim class of beings with 

him into damnation. 

Revelation 12:4 (NKJV)  His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them 
to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to 
devour her Child as soon as it was born. 
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Satan’s demand to Jesus was that he be worshipped as God. This was shown even in the OT 

where the fallen Elohim took up the place of false gods of various nations: Ashtoreth, the 

goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the demon God of Moab and Milcom, the god of the 

Ammonites 

1 Kings 11:33 (NKJV)  because they have forsaken Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the 
goddess (elohiym) of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god (elohiym) of the Moabites, and 
Milcom the god (elohiym) of the people of Ammon, and have not walked in My ways 
to do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My judgments, as did his 
father David. 

Demons [shedim] (Deut 32:17) 

Deuteronomy 32:17 (NKJV)  They sacrificed to demons (shed), not to God (Elo’ah), 
To gods (elohiym) they did not know, To new gods, new arrivals That your fathers 
did not fear.  

Disembodied human dead are also called Elohim (1 Sam 28:13) 

1 Samuel 28:13 (NKJV)  And the king said to her, "Do not be afraid. What did you 
see?" And the woman said to Saul, "I saw a spirit (elohiym) ascending out of the 
earth." 

If you google this, you will go mad. 10,000s upon 10,000 differing answers will make you 

lose the simplicity in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 11:3 (NKJV)  But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his 
craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

I want to make it very clear that when we speak of the upper family of divine beings, we are 

certainly not talking about a pantheon of Gods or a multitude of equal gods. There is no 

such teaching anywhere in the Word of God. However, there is very clear biblical evidence 

that there is an upper family that God has created, over which He is supreme. Furthermore, 

it can be seen from scriptures that some of these beings, whether good or evil, are called 

Elohim. 

Our heavenly Father created a court-like assembly of divine beings, also known as Elohim, 

through which He directed the original affairs of His kingdom work. According to both the 

Old and New Testaments, He continues to administer His kingdom relationships through 

this divine structure. 

Various Bible translations render the name of this council of elohim" as: 'the great 

assembly,” “heaven's court," "the divine council," and "the assembly of El." The heavenly 

council is also rendered in English translations as "His own congregation," "the 

congregation of the mighty,” “the assembly of God”, the assembly of the angels,” “the hosts 

of heaven,” “the heavenly host,”, "the company of God," or watchers. 

Psalm 82:1 (NKJV)  God (elohiym) stands in the congregation of the mighty (el); He 
judges among the gods (elohiym). 

Daniel 4:13 (NKJV)  "I saw in the visions of my head while on my bed, and there was 
a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven.  

Daniel 4:17 (NKJV)  'This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the sentence 
by the word of the holy ones, In order that the living may know That the Most High 
rules in the kingdom of men, Gives it to whomever He will, And sets over it the 
lowest of men.'  

Regardless of the particular words and phrases chosen by the interpreters, the implication is 

the same. Elohim, our Heavenly Father, surrounds Himself with a court or a council that is 

made up of the Elohim. They are His created and divine beings - His upper family. 

1 Timothy 5:21 (NKJV)  I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with 
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partiality. 

Luke 12:8 (NKJV)  "Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son 
of Man also will confess before the angels of God. 

Revelation 3:5 (NKJV)  He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I 
will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before 
My Father and before His angels. 

These scriptures reveal that in the Gospels, Epistles and in the book of Revelation of Jesus 

Christ, this council is mentioned. 

When Genesis opens with the declaration, "In the beginning Elohim created...,"  

Genesis 1:1 (NKJV)  In the beginning God (Elohim) created the heavens and the 
earth.  

We have to ask: Is this a declaration that only one God created everything, or was it a 

pantheon of Gods that did the creating? 

Genesis 2:4 (NKJV)  This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, in the day that the LORD (YEHOVAH) God (Elohim) made the earth and the 
heavens, 

As we have learned, the Hebrew words Elohim is applied to something other than the true 

and living God. There is, however, one name that is unique to the God of the Bible. Our 

Heavenly Father reveals Himself in the Old Covenant as Yehowah/Jehovah/Yahweh, the 

first mention of this name, here stated as the only creator. 

The Bible doesn't even come close to teaching that there exists an assemblage of equal and 

sovereign "gods." Please be very clear about this. 

In Hebrew Scriptures, this name is recorded as YHWH. Ancient Hebrew did not use vowels 

in its written form. The appropriate vowel sounds of words were passed down orally. As a 

result, when ancient Hebrew is studied, scholars and linguists often do not know with 

absolute confidence how certain Hebrew words were pronounced. 

This is the reason that the pronunciation of YHWH, also known as the tetragrammaton, is 

still not universally agreed upon. Some prefer “Yahweh” (YAH-way); others prefer 

“Yehowah” or “Yahuweh”; still others argue for “Jehovah.”  

Isaiah 42:8 (KJV)  I am the LORD (Yĕhovah): that is my name: and my glory will I 
not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.  
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Scene 4 

Into this cosmic mess after judgment, God creates man in His own image. 

Psalm 8:5 (NKJV)  For You have made him a little lower than the angels (elohiym), 
And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 

The unfallen man walked in the dominion and authority that God had. This includes 

authority of the fallen Elohim.  

Genesis 3:5 (NKJV)  For God (elohiym)knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God (KJV- ye shall be as gods) (elohiym), 
knowing good and evil." 

Satan said that they could actually take a position among the Elohim, knowing what they 

knew. Remember the whole family in heaven and the family in earth from Ephesians 3:14-

16.  

Ephesians 3:14-16 (NKJV) 14  For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 15  from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
16  that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 

The woman was deceived, the man disobeyed. 

1 Timothy 2:14 (NKJV)  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, 
fell into transgression. 

Romans 5:19 (NKJV)  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so 
also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous. 
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Scene 5 

Adam handed his authority over to Satan, who using Adam’s God given authority and 

dominion became the God of this age. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NKJV)  whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not 
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine on them. 

He also became "the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children 

of disobedience" (Eph.2:2).  

Ephesians 2:2 (NKJV)  in which you once walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in 
the sons of disobedience, 
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Scene 6 

Galatians 4:4-6 (NKJV) 4  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5  to redeem those who were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6  And because you are 
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, 
Father!" 

Colossians 1:20 (NKJV)  and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood 
of His cross. 
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Scene 7 

Ephesians 2:6-7 (NKJV) 6  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7  that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

Romans 8:10-11 (NKJV) 10  And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.  

Colossians 3:1 (NKJV)  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  
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Scene 8 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) 18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19  Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

Mark 16:15-16 (NKJV) 15  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 16  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be condemned.   
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Scene 9 

 

Revelation 21:1 (NKJV)  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.  

Isaiah 65:17 (NKJV)  "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the 
former shall not be remembered or come to mind.  
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Spirit Soul and Body 

 If I ask you who you are, you will tell me your name. 

 If I ask you what you are, you will tell me your profession 

 If I ask you where you live, you will tell me your address 

Biblically you are a spirit, who lives in a body and you have a soul 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NKJV) Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Genesis 2:7 (KJV) And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.  

 Can a body exist by itself? Yes. 

 Can a spirit exist by itself? Yes. 

 Can a soul exist by itself? No. 

1. The soul came into being when the Spirit came in contact with the body. 

2. The soul is tied to the spirit. 

3. The normal state of the soul is in conjunction with the body and the spirit. 

4. The moment you get born into the earth, your soul is forever bound to the spirit, either 

dead or born again. 

 When you are born again, your spirit responds to the Word of God 

 Your soul agrees and is convicted and you give yourself to Jesus by first repenting. 

 Your body responds by being obedient to your soul. 

One day, we all will shed this body. At that time, our spirit and our soul will be bound 

together, awaiting the new body. 

Philippians 3:21 (NKJV) who will transform our lowly body that it may be 
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even 
to subdue all things to Himself.  

Then comes judgment. 

Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment,  

The Book of Life 

Revelation 20:11-13 (NKJV) 11  Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on 
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. 12  And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books 
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead 
were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 
13  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the 
dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 

Anyone not found written in the Book of Life is cast into the lake of Fire. 

Revelation 13:8 (NKJV) All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names 
have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world.  

Philippians 4:3 (NKJV) And I urge you also, true companion, help these women 
who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow 
workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.  

Revelation 21:27 (NKJV) But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, 
or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's Book 
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of Life.  

As for the believer, there is the judgment throne of Christ 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he 
has done, whether good or bad.  

Matthew 12:36 (NKJV) But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they 
will give account of it in the day of judgment.  

 … and the books were opened, Revelation 20:12. 

 And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were 

written in the books.  

There are books in heaven that record everything we do, but it does not matter what you do, 

if your name is not in the Book of Life, you are doomed. The rest is just the severity of the 

punishment. 

Anything that is purposed of the Lord will begin as a book in Heaven. These books are 

written after God has a counsel. To understand this, there is concept found in the Bible 

which I'd like to present. 

I call it The Circle of Life. 

Romans 8:28-30 (NKJV) 28  And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29  For 
whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30  Moreover whom He 
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom 
He justified, these He also glorified. 

Foreknew 

 Foreknew > Predestined > Called > Justified > Glorified  

Jeremiah 1:5 (NKJV)  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were 
born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations."  

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you - This is foreknowledge. 

No single individual is chosen, elected, foreknown, or predestined to be saved or lost 

without his personal choice and responsibility in the matter . 

John 3:16 (NKJV) For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

1 Timothy 2:4 (NKJV) who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth.  

2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance.  

Revelation 22:17 (NKJV) And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who 
hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 
water of life freely.  

Foreknowledge speaks of that which occurred in the counsel of the Lord. In this counsel, 

decisions were made about destinies of the world. This includes individuals, cities, states, 

businesses and all the way upto nations. There were conclusions that were arrived 

concerning what part of God’s kingdom agenda each would fulfill. There was a 

“foreknowing” of us from the counsel of God. 
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Once these decisions were made, they were written down in a book in Heaven, and it became 

a predestined thing. This is the next stage that the Apostle Paul wrote about. 

Predestined 

 Foreknew > Predestined > Called > Justified > Glorified  

You and God agreed to fulfill His plans when you are sent on a “mission” to Earth. 

The Apostle Paul tells his spiritual son Timothy to fulfill what was planned before time 

began. 

2 Timothy 1:9 (NKJV) who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given 
to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 

Notice that purpose and grace were given to Paul and Timothy before time began. This is 

really interesting. How can something be given to something else that does not yet exist?  

Purpose is what is written in the books of Heaven about them and grace was the 

empowerment to bring it into the reality of the Earth realm. This was given during the 

counsel of the Lord, before time began. 

Being predestined has nothing to do with us not having a choice or a will. In fact we can 

have a predestined plan for our lives and not fulfill it. Each person born arrived with a 

predestined plan concerning their life. They have a book in heaven about them. We can 

either choose to discover what is in the books about us or disregard it and go our own way. 

It is each person’s individual responsibility to discover what was predestined about them 

and written in the books of Heaven.  

Psalm 139:16 (NKJV) Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your 
book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none 
of them. 

God wrote down in a book the destiny and Kingdom purpose for each of our lives. God 

'saw' us in our fleshly form in the Earth, before we ever existed. He saw our days. Not just 

the number of them, but He saw the activities in them and what we would accomplish in 

our life. Our individual book is a written record of all that God planned for us and the 

Kingdom impact He has destined for our lives. Every person ever born has a book written 

about them. The battle is to get what is in the book to manifest on the Earth. 

Even Jesus had a book. Hebrews 10:5-7 tells us that Jesus had a volume of the book that He 

came into the Earth to fulfill.   

Hebrews 10:5-7 (NKJV) 5  Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: 
"Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me. 6  In 
burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. 7  Then I said, 'Behold, I 
have come-- In the volume of the book it is written of Me-- To do Your will, O God.' "  

There is a book in Heaven that chronicled what Kingdom purpose Jesus would fulfill in the 

Earth. Jesus came with a passion and a commitment to complete what had been written in 

the books of Heaven about Him. This is interesting because John 1:14 says that Jesus is the 

Word made flesh. 

John 1:14 (NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

In other words, Jesus was the Word sent out of Heaven to be born in the flesh. His physical 

birth allowed what was written in the book of Heaven to manifesting in the flesh. He then 

spent the next thirty three and a half years of His life fulfilling what had been written in His 

book. 

Anything God-ordained is first written in a book or scroll in Heaven. It must be sent out of 

Heaven and birthed into the Earth realm before it can become flesh. This is what happened 
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to Jesus, but also to us and anything else that is ever ‘born’ into the Earth realm. So it could 

be said that before we came into the Earth, we were a word written in a scroll. When we are 

born-again, we begin the process of living out our Kingdom purpose as it is written in 

Heaven in our book. This is the reason that Ephesians 2:10 says that we are His 

workmanship.   

Ephesians 2:10 (NKJV)  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  

This is the purpose spoken about in Romans. 

Romans 8:28 (NKJV)  And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  

Called 

 Foreknew > Predestined > Called > Justified > Glorified  

God has to call you to Salvation because we lost all contact with God when we arrived here 

on Earth. 

John 6:44 (NKJV)  No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws 
him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

John 6:65 (NKJV)  And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can come 
to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father." 

Psalm 51:5 (NKJV)  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother 
conceived me.  
Isaiah 59:2 (NKJV)  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your 
sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.  
Romans 3:23 (NKJV)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

 Still we have this longing in our hearts for God. It is because of this foreknowledge. 

 We know we are called to do something better. That is because of predestination. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NLT) Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He 
has planted eternity (owlam) in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the 
whole scope of God's work from beginning to end.  

Eternity means 

 Past: long duration, antiquity, futurity, for ever, ever, everlasting, evermore, 

perpetual, old, ancient, world, ancient time, long time. 

 Future: for ever, always, continuous existence, perpetual, everlasting, indefinite or 

unending future, eternity  

So God calls you to Eternal Life again. 

1 Peter 5:10 (NKJV)  But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and 
settle you. 

After we respond to His call, He then justifies us. 

Justified 

 Foreknew > Predestined > Called > Justified > Glorified  

Romans 3:24-25 (NKJV) 24  being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25  whom God set forth as a propitiation by His 
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance 
God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 

Justification is the judicial act of God, by which he pardons all the sins of those who believe 

in Christ, and accounts, accepts, and treats them as righteous in the eye of the law, i.e., as 

conformed to all its demands. 
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This is the stage where we begin to get glimpses of what we were made for. We begin to 

discover what is written in the books of heaven about us. 

Jeremiah 29:11-14 (NKJV) 11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says 
the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12  Then 
you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13  And you will 
seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 14  I will be found 
by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather 
you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says the 
LORD, and I will bring you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away 
captive. 

We realize these plans as we renew our mind in the Word from God. 

Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) 1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.  

As we renew our mind in the Word of God. Jesus is the Word of God we need to conform 

to, that which made everything. 

John 1:1-4 (NKJV) 1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2  He was in the beginning with God. 3  All things were made 
through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4  In Him was life, 
and the life was the light of men.  

Glorified 

 Foreknew > Predestined > Called > Justified > Glorified  

1 Corinthians 6:20 (NKJV)  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are God's.  

James 1:21 (NKJV)  Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  

Isaiah 43:7 (NKJV)  Everyone who is called by My name, Whom I have created for 
My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made him."  

Matthew 5:16 (NKJV)  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  

The fifth and final stage mentioned is being glorified. Being glorified is not talking about 

going to Heaven. It is speaking about us fully stepping into all that is written in the books 

of Heaven about us. We begin to ‘ live the dream’ that God had about us before time began. 

This has been called the convergence point. It is where everything we have gone through, 

good or bad, works together to propel us into our ultimate destiny. 

We see this in the life of Joseph where he was in his father's house, but then sold into slavery 

by jealous brothers. He ended up ruling over the household of Potiphar. Then he was cast 

into prison unjustly, after which he was promoted from this most unlikely place to Prime 

Minister of Egypt. He became the preserver of life that God had destined him to be as it was 

written in the books of Heaven. All of these things worked together and converged together 

to prepare and get Joseph to his appointed place. He then, from his glorified position, had 

the Kingdom impact that was predestined by God that he was to have. The reaching of the 

convergence point of our lives can be costly and expensive but worth it. Not only do we 

find the ultimate satisfaction that we were built for, but God gets His Kingdom purpose 

fulfilled through us. 

The most critical stage of this process for individuals all the way to nations, is being 

justified. Once we maneuver our ways through the courts of Heaven and get legal things 

arranged, God can freely then grant to us the passion of His heart. 
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The battle is to get what is in His will as written in His books manifested on Earth though 

our lives. 

Matthew 6:10 (NKJV)  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in 
heaven.  

The Opposition 

Romans 8:29 (NKJV)  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

For whom He foreknew, why is there a qualifier there? Are there those who God did not 

foreknow? Obviously not, in the sense that He is Omniscient. Were things created later, 

things that God did not intend to be created? Discern this for yourself, but according to the 

Word of God. 

Jeremiah 1:5 (NKJV)  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were 
born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations."  

Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) 21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22  Many 
will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23  And then I will 
declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 

Who opposes that? Those whom God did not Foreknow. In other words, those who are not 

His. 

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And 
between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His 
heel."  

This started the war as we know it in our realm of existence, between the seed of the 

"serpent" and the seed of the woman. 

Matthew 13:24-30 (NKJV) 24  Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; 25  but while men 
slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. 26  But 
when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. 27  So 
the servants of the owner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? How then does it have tares?' 28  He said to them, 'An enemy has done 
this.' The servants said to him, 'Do you want us then to go and gather them up?' 
29  But he said, 'No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with 
them. 30  Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say 
to the reapers, "First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn 
them, but gather the wheat into my barn." ' " 

Matthew 13:36-43 (NKJV) 36  Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the 
house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the tares 
of the field." 37  He answered and said to them: "He who sows the good seed is the Son 
of Man. 38  The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the 
tares are the sons of the wicked one. 39  The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. 40  Therefore as the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 41  The Son of 
Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that 
offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 42  and will cast them into the furnace of 
fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43  Then the righteous will shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear! 

Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT) 21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven 
will enter. 22  On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in 
your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your 
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name.’ 23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s 
laws.’  

This is the reason that separation is absolutely vital to our purposes in Christ. 

Ephesians 2:1-7 (NKJV) 1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, 2  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, 3  among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, just as the others. 4  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6  and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7  that in the ages to come 
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.  

2 Corinthians 6:17 (NLT)  Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and 
separate yourselves from them, says the LORD. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I 
will welcome you.  
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Part 1  

So much has happened in the last 100 years spiritually compared to the centuries that went 

before, that it is indeed daunting to even attempt to broadly summarize any of it.  

Ecclesiastes 1:9 (NKJV)  That which has been is what will be, That which is done is 
what will be done, And there is nothing new under the sun.  

All the fashions have already been. All that we call technology has already been, maybe in 

different form. 

This also means that there is no new creation “under the sun”. The God, our Father in 

Heaven, remains a creator God, but the god of this age duplicates and reveals what is hidden. 

The beginning of the 20th century saw a new, yet old cosmological paradigm put in place 

that could theoretically provide a convincing new and deceptive pretext for a new wave of 

satanic incursion in the guise of life from other planets. 

We do have to stop and consider the question of the dimensional veil, the barrier, that God 

put in place after the fall, which we know once was broken before the flood and caused the 

flood.  

Isaiah 59:2 (NKJV)  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your 
sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.  

Fallen angels are once again revealing themselves to humanity this time as alien saviors and 

serve as governors of Satan's earthly Kingdom. Demonic spirits even now manifest 

themselves in the physical realm inhabiting people moving objects, even attacking 

individuals. 

The Bible seems to confirm that this barrier will remain in place right up until shortly before 

Jesus returns, when it will be removed and the spirit of Antichrist will have a period of 

unprecedented access to the earth and to humanity one last time before he meets his own 

end. 

The Testaments 

All kingdom passages in the Bible harmonize and complement each other. Because there is 

a divine author behind the Bible, all passages of Scripture harmonize, including those 

addressing the kingdom. No passage contradicts another passage. 

Symbols in kingdom passages have a literal meaning that can be under- stood through 

grammatical-historical-literary interpretation. God sometimes uses symbols and vivid 

imagery to convey truths. In studying kingdom passages, we will encounter dragons, horns, 

statues, and frightening beasts. This often happens in Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah and 

Revelation. The symbols in these books were given to be understood and point to literal 

meanings. Some are explained and others are not, and some are harder to decipher than 

others. Nevertheless, behind each symbol is a specific meaning. We should not approach 

most of the Bible in a contextual manner, but then shift to “symbolic interpretation” or some 

other approach when we address symbols or prophetic sections. A difference exists between 

how God reveals a particular revelation and how readers should interpret that revelation. 

The use of symbols does not sanction symbolic hermeneutics. 

The New Testament builds upon the contextual meanings of the Old Testament (OT) 

kingdom passages and themes. Much information about the kingdom is found in the OT 

books. Also, the OT is the informing theology of the New Testament (NT). This is 

evidenced by the approximately three hundred quotations of the OT in the NT. 

So, a proper study of the kingdom should not ignore the OT and simply jump to the NT. 

The NT is building upon and relying upon the previous revelation of OT kingdom passages.  
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New Testament writers are not transforming and reinterpreting the kingdom message of the 

Old Testament. The kingdom promised in the OT is the kingdom the NT reveals. Certainly, 

as progressive revelation unfolds, new information will be given, including the news that 

Jesus is the Messiah and there will be two comings of Jesus. But new revelation is not 

contradictory revelation, nor does it reinterpret earlier revelation. It is in harmony with the 

previous revelation.  

Fulfillment of God’s prophetic and kingdom purposes occurs with the two comings of Jesus. 

Jesus is the center of God’s kingdom program, and all of God’s promises, including 

kingdom promises, are “Yes” in Jesus. However, not all kingdom promises were fulfilled 

with Jesus’ first coming. Since there are two comings of the Messiah, fulfillments of 

prophecy occur with both His comings. 

NT silence on an OT text should not be understood to mean an OT promise has been dropped 

or transformed. What God has revealed once is enough. 

2 Corinthians 1:20 (NKJV)  For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 
Amen, to the glory of God through us. 

God’s plans involve both individuals and nations. While individuals and individual 

salvation certainly are important in the NT, God’s plans still include nations. Both must be 

grasped to understand God’s kingdom program. It is not the case that with Christ’s first 

coming God’s plans for Israel and other nations were entirely transcended by individual 

spiritual salvation. 

God’s plans for Israel also are also affirmed in the NT. The message of the kingdom was 

first directed to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt 10:6). God’s future plans for 

Israel are discussed in Matthew 19:28; Acts 1:6; and Romans 11:26. Nations and kings are 

even mentioned as part of God’s plan for the coming kingdom of Messiah (Rev 2:26-27) 

and eternal state (see Rev 21:24, 26). 

Ethnicity and national distinctions are not erased. Revelation 5:9 says Jesus’ blood 

purchased “men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.” Their distinctions 

aren’t obliterated but continue into the intermediate Heaven and then into the eternal 

Heaven.” 

Spiritual unity in Christ exists alongside ethnic and national diversity (see Eph 2:11-3:6). 

Just as God is both unity (one God) and diversity (three persons), God’s people evidence 

both unity and diversity. The kingdom of God involves diversity of nations, including Israel. 

God’s Plan throughout the Testaments 

Restoration of Israel (Old Testament) - Matt 19:28; Acts 1:6 (New Testament) 

Matthew 19:28 (NKJV)  So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have 
followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  
Acts 1:6 (NKJV)  Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, 
"Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

Salvation of Israel Luke 1:68-69; Rom 11:26 

Luke 1:68-69 (NKJV) 68  "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and 
redeemed His people, 69  And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of 
His servant David,  
Romans 11:26 (NKJV)  And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The Deliverer 
will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;  

Consolation of Israel Luke 1:25 

Luke 1:24-25 (NKJV) 24  Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she 
hid herself five months, saying, 25  "Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when 
He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people." 
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Descendant of David will rule over Israel Luke 1:32-33 

Luke 1:32-33 (NKJV) 32  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; 
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33  And He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end." 

Fulfillment of Abrahamic Covenant with Israel Luke 1:54-55 

Luke 1:54-55 (NKJV) 54  He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His 
mercy, 55  As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever."  

Physical deliverance from Israel’s enemies Luke 1:70-74 

Luke 1:70-74 (NKJV) 70  As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have 
been since the world began, 71  That we should be saved from our enemies And from 
the hand of all who hate us, 72  To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to 
remember His holy covenant, 73  The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 
74  To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve 
Him without fear,  

Salvation for both Gentiles and Israel Luke 2:32 

Luke 2:32 (NKJV)  A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your 
people Israel."  

Rescue of Jerusalem from Gentiles Luke 21:24; Rev 11:1-2 

Luke 21:24 (NKJV)  And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away 
captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled.  
Revelation 11:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the 
angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who 
worship there. 2  But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 
measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city 
underfoot for forty-two months.  

Salvation for people of Jerusalem Matt 23:37-39 

Matthew 23:37-39 (NKJV) 37  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets 
and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
38  See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39  for I say to you, you shall see Me no more 
till you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' " 

Importance of Israel’s temple - Matt 24:15;Rom 9:4;2 Thess. 2:4;Rev 11:1-2 

Matthew 24:15 (NKJV)  "Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him 
understand),  
Romans 9:4 (NKJV)  who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises;  
2 Thessalonians 2:4 (NKJV)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called 
God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God.  

Revelation 11:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the 
angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who 
worship there. 2  But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 
measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city 
underfoot for forty-two months.  

Significance of land of Israel Matt 24:16; Luke 21:20-24 

Matthew 24:16 (NKJV)  then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  
Luke 21:20-24 (NKJV) 20  "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 
know that its desolation is near. 21  Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 



Page 35 of 158 

mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in 
the country enter her. 22  For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which 
are written may be fulfilled. 23  But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 
are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath 
upon this people. 24  And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away 
captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

Abomination of Desolation and Israel Matt 24:15;2 Thess 2:3-4 

Matthew 24:15 (NKJV)  "Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him 
understand),  
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NKJV) 3  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day 
will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the 
son of perdition, 4  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that 
is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 
God. 

Personal Antichrist 2 Thess 2:3-4;1 John 2:18;Rev 13:1-

7 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NKJV) 3  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day 
will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the 
son of perdition, 4  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that 
is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 
God.  
1 John 2:18 (NKJV)  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the 
Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that 
it is the last hour.  
Revelation 13:1-7 (NKJV) 1  Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast 
rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten 
crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 2  Now the beast which I saw was like 
a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. 
The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3  And I saw one of 
his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And 
all the world marveled and followed the beast. 4  So they worshiped the dragon who 
gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the 
beast? Who is able to make war with him?" 5  And he was given a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two 
months. 6  Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His 
name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7  It was granted to him to 
make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over 
every tribe, tongue, and nation.  

Tribulation for Israel Matt 24:9-21 

Matthew 24:9-21 (NKJV) 9  Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, 
and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake. 10  And then many will be 
offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11  Then many false 
prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12  And because lawlessness will abound, the 
love of many will grow cold. 13  But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14  And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the 
nations, and then the end will come. 15  "Therefore when you see the 'abomination of 
desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever 
reads, let him understand), 16  then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
17  Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 
18  And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19  But woe to those 
who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20  And pray that 



Page 36 of 158 

your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21  For then there will be great 
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, 
nor ever shall be.  

Worldwide Tribulation; Judgment; Wrath Rev 3:10 

Revelation 3:7-10 (NKJV) 7  "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 
'These things says He who is holy, He who is true, "He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens": 8  I know your works. See, I 
have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9  Indeed I will make 
those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie--indeed I 
will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved 
you. 10  Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from 
the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on 
the earth.  

Day of the Lord 1 Thess 5:1-4;2 Thess 2;2 Pet 3:10-

12 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-4 (NKJV) 1  But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, 
you have no need that I should write to you. 2  For you yourselves know perfectly that 
the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3  For when they say, "Peace and 
safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 
woman. And they shall not escape. 4  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that 
this Day should overtake you as a thief.  
2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 (NKJV) 1  Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2  not to be soon shaken 
in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though 
the day of Christ had come. 3  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will 
not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son 
of perdition, 4  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 
God. 5  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 
6  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 
7  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do 
so until He is taken out of the way. 8  And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming. 9  The coming of the lawless one is according to the 
working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10  and with all 
unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11  And for this reason God will send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12  that they all may be condemned 
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 13  But we are 
bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because 
God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit 
and belief in the truth, 14  to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15  Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the 
traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle. 16  Now may our 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us 
everlasting consolation and good hope by grace, 17  comfort your hearts and establish 
you in every good word and work.  
2 Peter 3:10-12 (NKJV) 10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in 
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 
11  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12  looking for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the 
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elements will melt with fervent heat?  

Restoration of the creation Matt 19:28;Rom 8:19-22 

Matthew 19:28 (NKJV)  So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have 
followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  
Romans 8:19-22 (NKJV) 19  For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits 
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21  because the creation itself 
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. 22  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth 
pangs together until now. 

Cosmic signs in connection with Tribulation Matt 24:29 

Matthew 24:29 (NKJV)  "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

Judgment of Nations Matt 25:31-46 

Matthew 25:31-46 (NKJV) 31  "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32  All the nations 
will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33  And He will set the sheep on His right 
hand, but the goats on the left. 34  Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 
'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: 35  for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36  I was naked and you 
clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' 
37  Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry 
and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38  When did we see You a stranger and 
take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39  Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, 
and come to You?' 40  And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to 
you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 
Me.' 41  Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, 
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42  for I was hungry and 
you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43  I was a stranger and 
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you 
did not visit Me.' 44  Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see 
You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister 
to You?' 45  Then He will answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as 
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 46  And these 
will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

New Covenant fulfilled with Israel Rom 11:27 

Romans 11:27 (NKJV)  For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their 
sins."  

Kingdom of God after worldwide Tribulation Luke 21:31 

Luke 21:31 (NKJV)  So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 

Old Testament covenants, promises, temple service for Israel Rom 9:4  

Romans 9:4 (NKJV)  who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises;         

From the Past to the Present 

Now we are going to look at it from a spiritual perspective. I expect that you be like the 

Bereans and read your Bible. 
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Acts 17:11 (NKJV)  These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find 
out whether these things were so. 

According to the Bible, every single person on the earth, after Adam, is born into the middle 

of a war.  This war is one that cannot typically be seen with the naked eye.  Its existence is 

not broadcast on the evening news. Its reality is not even realized by the vast majority of the 

population. Yet this war has raged on since the very beginning. 

The battle lost in this war had a devastating effect when that ancient serpent, also known as 

the devil and Satan, entered the garden and tempted the first man and woman to disobey 

God. Through this sin, death entered the world. This fallen mankind began to multiply and 

cover the face of the earth, not without hope, but with a promise of a savior through the seed 

of the woman. 

The first full assault on humanity to eradicate the seed of the woman from the Earth came 

soon after. Nothing, even our greatest science fiction movies, can even come close to 

depicting this invasion. Though you could describe it as an alien invasion, because these 

invaders were not human, you would be wrong to think that they were inter-stellar or inter-

planetary. No, they did not come from some distant galaxy, from some far-off star system, 

rather they descended from right above. 

Genesis 6:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face 
of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 2  that the sons of God saw the 
daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all 
whom they chose.  

Jude 1:6 (NKJV)  And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their 
own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of 
the great day; 

These Angels conspired to abandon their assigned posts in the firmament, where they 

carried out the commandments God had given them. These watcher Angels fell from their 

first estates that God had set for them, and they came down to Terra Firma, where they 

began a sort of colonization campaign. 

They sired the Nephilim, their hybrid abomination offspring, which began to ravage the 

land and feed upon men. They corrupted the genetics of not just humanity, but of animals 

and plants as well. Using the knowledge they had been given by God to perform their 

original tasks in the heavens, they proceeded to teach mankind all sorts of forbidden things, 

in order to “civilize” them, to equip them in the building of cities, vast kingdoms, where 

these fallen angelic beings could rule as gods. 

The knowledge bestowed by these beings was presented as being the keys to humanity's 

path to enlightenment; the technological know-how that would eventually allow us to take 

our seats alongside them, as gods, but of course this was all a lie. This forbidden knowledge 

brought nothing but destruction, perversion, wickedness and death. 

God, the Creator, finally became so grieved by the immensity of the wickedness on the 

earth, and the corruption of his creation, that he decided to wipe it all out, and begin again. 

Sparing one single family and the animals which God brought to ride out the waters with 

them, God wiped out every living thing on the earth-people, livestock, small animals that 

scurry along the ground, and the birds of the sky. All were destroyed. The only people who 

survived were Noah and those with him in the boat. 

When the waters receded, the world had been cleansed from the evil that had almost wiped 

out humanity from the face of the earth. The great empires of the fallen ones and their 

father’s had been erased. Their monuments and citadel's shattered by earthquakes and buried 

by oceans. The angels who had conspired together against God were buried deep in the 

bowels of the earth, held there in the deepest darkness until the time of the final judgment 

of all things. The body-less spirits of the giants, the Nephilim, were cursed to roam the earth, 
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tortured by hunger and thirst that they could never satisfy, forever longing to have bodies to 

inhabit once again. 

Satan's direct rule over the whole earth through his vassals, the Fallen angels, was over. 

However, no sooner than the earth began to be filled once again with trees and plants and 

animals, and people began to spread out and fill it once again, did the enemy of mankind 

begin working, seeking to rebuild what God had destroyed, his beloved empire, whose sole 

purpose was the enslavement and destruction of mankind. 

However, it would be different this time around. No longer did the Fallen one have the 

ability to send his rebellious emissaries to the earth, to take wives and build cities and 

palaces, where such self-declared deities could sit and rule directly over their subjects. No 

longer could they walk amongst men and be revered for their brilliance and stature.  

No, instead the satanic kingdoms that would be built after the flood had to be done through 

the worship of now invisible deities, forced to orchestrate their rule through various systems 

of interdimensional communication, since God had now bound them behind a spiritual veil. 

Once again, a spectrum of forbidden knowledge was disseminated amongst these newly 

reborn civilizations in order to facilitate the connection between these civilizations and their 

demonic benefactors. 

Thus, in the courts of all the human kings and leaders of these kingdoms, worked a host of 

occult priesthoods, sorcerers, mediums, astrologers, and practitioners of divination. The 

subjects of these pagan kingdoms would formally acknowledge their loyalty to their false 

fallen invisible gods by sacrificing to idols, building them temples, having orgies and 

uninhibited drunken revelry. 

The rebellion against God resumed in earnest after the flood, from the first failed attempt 

by Nimrod to build a tower into the heavens and storm the throne of God, through all the 

following kingdoms which were founded after the scattering from Babel. 

After God destroyed the tower at Babel and confused the languages of mankind, paganism 

and occultism were gradually spread and developed throughout the world yet again, until 

once more the true God of heaven and earth chose to intervene, this time by setting apart a 

man, a people, a kingdom, to bear His name to the rest of the world. 

From Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, down through Moses, Aaron, and Joshua, judges like 

Samson and Gideon, Kings like David and Solomon, prophets like Elijah, Samuel, Daniel, 

and Joel, on through the centuries, and amidst the rise and fall of many demonic empires, 

the God of all creation revealed himself, and began to reveal his plan to redeem humanity 

from their curse of sin, and death, and demonic oppression.  
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Part 2  

From the humble town of Nazareth, Jesus stepped forward and revealed himself as the 

promised Messiah, the son of God, the Word made flesh, and the one whose own sacrifice 

would once and for all destroy the curse, and make it possible for men and women to be 

reborn through the Spirit of God, who would actually come and live within us as the new 

Temple of God. 

For many centuries that followed, the truth of God began to advance upon the various 

territories of these demonic kingdoms, freeing people from the bondage they had been held 

in for generations. For the first time since the great flood, large numbers of people began to 

truly understand who they had actually been in servitude to, in these pagan kingdoms. 

Throughout stretches of Europe, Africa, and Asia, the truth of Jesus kept spreading. People 

kept getting set free. 

From that point on, the great spiritual war began to take on a rather new twist. 

The first tactic Satan brought against us was brute persecution. He used his puppet Emperors 

of the Roman Empire to imprison kill and torture the first Christians, but somehow this only 

wound up revealing the power of the gospel, and the hope in eternity that it truly brought. 

So faith in Jesus only spread. The once unshakable Roman Empire began to crumble under 

its own human weight. 

Next Satan tried a different approach, which in many ways proved more effective than the 

first. Instead of trying to crush the spread of faith in Jesus with the powers of the empire, he 

would usurp it. From the time of Constantine onward, the enemy began a blasphemous 

campaign of rebranding many of his old demonic kingdoms, and demonic occult 

priesthoods, as now being Christianized. This way he could seduce the Christians with 

wealth, power, and earthly pleasures, and corrupt the Church of Christ from within. 

Pagan temples were repurposed as Christian churches. Pagan rites and rituals were 

reinvented as Christian ceremonies. The Roman Catholic Church slowly emerged as one of 

the most effective weapons against the kingdom of God, while it mockingly carried out its 

activities in his name, a tactic which has no doubt given the devil no small measure of 

sacrilegious joy. 

Through this earthly institutional vessel, Satan was able to prevent scores to people from 

actually reading the Scriptures for themselves, and turned them instead back to the same 

bondage and darkness that the demonic systems had enforced before, only now it was being 

done in the name of Jesus. 

Still by the sheer grace of God, the truth endured, the gospel spread, and genuine faith in 

the creator and savior of mankind continued to grow. 

Satan continued to work furiously to regain control of the world of men by way of Catholic 

imperialism and eventually European colonialism, which because of the advent of 

unprecedented naval power, began to conquer more and more of the world that was 

accessible by ocean. At the same time, however, the spread of imperialism all too often still 

brought with it the truth of the gospel, which opened the hearts and minds of the people to 

the true nature and identities of the pagan and shamanic religions they had traditionally held. 

The more Satan worked to tighten his grip on the world through Imperial and economic 

means, the more he continued to find his kingdom being forced to operate in the shadows. 

The occult knowledge and pagan rituals that went all the way back to Babylon, had been 

preserved down through the centuries by various strains of secret societies, esoteric mystery 

schools, and underground Brotherhood's. For the most part, this is where it remained. 

As much as the devil had increased his control over humanity through governments 

militaries in financial means, the truth of God had increased as well, to the degree that most 
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populations would still never openly embrace Lucifer as the one true God, even if he did 

control vast empires of wealth and power through his network of lesser demonic emissaries. 

Witchcraft and Luciferian (satanic) beliefs were not yet something that humanity as a whole 

would accept, and this was an objective that Satan had to achieve, if indeed he was to 

successfully restore his absolute rule over the world, and declare himself to be God. 

In order to get the entire world back to where Satan wanted it, he had to implement another 

plan, another strategy, so massive in scope that most people, even the majority of those who 

even believe he exists in the first place, have difficulty in believing that such a thing could 

be pulled off. 

In the ancient times when God first saved humanity from utter destruction at the hands of 

the Fallen watchers, and then again from the tyrannies of the demonic kingdoms, people 

still understood the basic nature of the realm that God had created for them.  

The earth was filled with plants and animals, and mankind had been given dominion over 

it. The heavens above were filled with the luminaries, who served the creatures below by 

marking the days and months and years, and allowed for navigation over vast stretches of 

earth as well. Those pagan kingdoms that rejected God worshiped various fallen angels as 

their gods, but for the most part, they still understood where those “gods” had come from. 

They still knew that they had come from the stars, from the sky, from the firmament. When 

the truth of God had been fully revealed through the person of Jesus, the ancient cosmology 

had been given its full context. The distinction between the creator and the creation was 

made clear, and the futility of the rebellion by those first fallen angels was made plain to 

see. 

In order for Satan to convince the world that he was the supreme being and worthy of 

humanity's worship, he would have to rewrite the entire script, and completely repackage 

himself, his kingdom, and his message, and present it in a new way. 

Like the recycling of an old Shakespearean play into a modern cinema, in order to 

reintroduce and rebrand the old characters, you first have to rebrand the setting in the stage 

itself. The horse carriage will have to be a motor car, the 15th century buildings and 

landscape will have to be modernized.  

Satan needed a whole new backstory, a whole new angle, through which he could gradually 

insert himself, and his rebellious agenda against God, into the hearts and minds of humanity. 

Yet it was through a familiar tactic that this new angle was achieved. The old trick of 

bestowing upon humanity forbidden knowledge, which plays upon our pride and arrogance, 

was now used again in a masterful and cunningly deceitful way. 

This occult knowledge or gnosis was rebranded as science.  

Much of the groundwork for this rewrite had already been laid in ancient Greece, even 

before Jesus had been born, by way of the so called Greek philosophers. These were in fact 

men who took many of the concepts and teachings that came from the occult mystery skulls, 

from spirit mediums and pagan ritual contact with the demonic realms, and then proceeded 

to preach them, adding their own speculations and human-centered conclusions.   

This effectively sanitized these concepts from their demonic origins and the eyes of many 

later generations, as though they were simply the profound thoughts and musings of mere 

men. 

During the Renaissance in Europe, many of these ideas began to once again take hold, as 

they were increasingly considered to be harmonious with the teaching of the Bible, and 

slowly began to exert a greater and greater influence upon theologians and scholars 

throughout the largely Christianized Europe, particularly after certain works ascribed to the 

Egyptian Magus (singular of Maggi) known as Hermes Trismegistus, were translated into 

Latin and then circulated among intellectuals with a predilection for such material.  
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The kabbalah, which is literally "parallel/corresponding," or "received tradition”, which 

emerged from earlier forms of Jewish mysticism, too began to receive more attention from 

thinkers and monks and people with the necessary literary education. 

Kabbalists believe their source of information was transmitted by the angel Raziel to Adam 

after he was evicted from Eden. What you need to understand about Kabbalah is that 

although it propounds the unity of God, it promotes dualism, the belief that there is a 

supernatural counterpart to God. Why I take time to mention this is that more and more so 

called scientists are discovering that what they find out from science has been foretold in 

Kabballa. 

Back to our timeline, and to what was happening during the Renaissance in Europe. The 

Kabbala, together with writings on alchemy that came from Muslim mystics, these streams 

of occult knowledge and teaching began to permeate. 

How little do most students today realize that the bulk of those individuals revered today as 

having been the pioneers and visionaries of materialistic science, were in fact greatly 

influenced by concepts that were introduced by occult manuscripts, and the core tenets of 

mysticism. 

Leonardo da Vinci, Isaac Newton, Francis Bacon, Robert Fludd, Nicholas Copernicus - 

these are names we all learn about in school, but yet we learn about them as men who simply 

derived their discoveries and scientific achievements by way of pure observation and logical 

deduction. 

However a more thorough investigation into the matter at which they arrived at their various 

discoveries, and the various occult materials which they were all coincidentally reading, 

reveals that these discoveries were nothing more than very ancient teachings on the nature 

of the cosmos and nature, simply being repackaged and reintroduced with a quasi-Christian 

veneer. 

The Copernican cosmology of a vast universe, a planetary solar system, even a big bang to 

start it all off, could be found in the Kabbalistic texts long before Copernicus. 

The concepts of molecules and chemical reactions, even elemental transmutation by a way 

of atomic fusion and fission, were first presented in the more imprecise occult practices of 

alchemy.  

The idea that nature and the cosmos was governed by invisible forces and laws, which could 

be discovered and calculated, and then reapplied through various technological means, is 

actually an underlying precept of Hermeticism, the teachings of the Egyptian Magus known 

as Hermes Trismegistus. 

Isaac Newton placed great faith in the concept of an unadulterated, pure, ancient doctrine, 

which he studied vigorously to aid his understanding of the physical world. Many of 

Newton's manuscripts detail his thorough study of the Corpus Hermeticum, writings said to 

have been transmitted from ancient times, in which the secrets and techniques of influencing 

the stars and the forces of nature were revealed, i.e. As Above, So Below. 

So, with a good measure of help by the well-financed so called Brotherhoods, such as the 

Rosicrucians and Freemasons, The Royal Society was established as the first official 

organization dedicated to the advancement of scientific understanding, and the rest as they 

say is history. 

What had begun as a half-hearted attempt to combine the knowledge gained from these 

various divine revelations, with the knowledge gained from nature, was quickly transformed 

into an unapologetic natural philosophy. The universe suddenly got very very big, and God 

became very very removed, to the point where then the cosmos itself was easily considered 

capable of having formed without God's assistance whatsoever. 



Page 43 of 158 

Models of the Copernican heavens were expanded and refined. Darwin stepped in to explain 

how life could have emerged from the primordial ooze, long after the Earth had slowly 

formed over billions of years from the slow gathering of cosmic dust in the vacuum of space. 

The universities and lecture halls largely built and maintained by these same wealthy blue 

blooded fraternities, quickly and not surprisingly, became hostile territory to anyone who 

dared question the new burgeoning scientific consensus the universe was now presented as 

a vast evolving almost infinite space, with our little blue planet floating somewhere in the 

middle.  

This then opens the possibility that while man might be the pinnacle of life on this planet, 

he might not be alone in the universe either. 

So finally, now the stage has been set for the same old characters in the old drama, the fallen 

ones who invaded the pre-flood world, to start to re-emerge with a new set of costumes, to 

make the deception of humanity complete again. 

This is the world we now live in today. This war to deceive will rage on till the end of this 

age, but our Lord Jesus has won the victory. His Church is His Lampstand through which 

He is revealed, and the darkness dispelled. 

Isaiah 5:20 (NKJV)  Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter!  

Ephesians 5:14 (NKJV)  Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the 
dead, And Christ will give you light."  
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The Fall (2 of 5) 
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The Relevant Past 

In a science fiction movie where people travel in time, a man travels back to find his younger 

self to save him from a gang of thugs, only to realize that he was already captured by this 

gang from the future. As he attempts to run and hide, the gang starts chopping off fingers 

from the younger self. This works its way to the future self who suddenly and rather 

painfully finds his limbs disappearing one by one. 

Whether you like it or not, the past affects the present. What the Lord Jesus has given us is 

the ability to choose the future He has given to us, instead of a future that is not only a 

consequence of our actions, but also destined for destruction because of sin. 

This choice starts with you as a person, then overflows to your family, and then to your 

community, and by community, you can extend it to the world at large. 

Genesis 2:15-17 (NKJV) 15  Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16  And the LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17  but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die." 

Genesis 3:4-6 (NKJV) 4  Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely 
die. 5  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6  So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

The fall of man was a horrible failure. The kingdom program and man’s role in it took a 

dramatic turn for the worse. Adam and Eve sinned and declared their independence from 

God by acting autonomously and eating of the forbidden tree. This was no small 

indiscretion. While eating fruit from a tree does not seem like much, the context of this act 

meant everything. It was a statement of autonomy and a declaration of independence from 

the Creator. Adam and Eve doubted God’s truthfulness and goodness, and focused instead 

on their own desires. 

The one who instigated this rebellious event was Satan, the power behind the serpent in the 

garden. While God was advancing his kingdom program, Satan was pursuing “the 

antikingdom program.” Satan sought to foil God’s kingdom program by bringing down 

God’s image-bearers. 

From this point on, the great cosmic battle between God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom 

will dominate history. In declaring his independence from God man experienced suffering 

and death. Spiritual separation from God appeared immediately and physical death would 

follow. 

The ground was cursed. Consequently, man’s mission to rule and subdue the earth on God’s 

behalf was a failure, at least for now. God created man in His image with all the gifts, 

capacities, and talents to rule His wonderful creation, but man decided to serve himself and 

plunge the world into disaster. 

Man still possessed the image of God and the mandate to rule and subdue the earth remained 

(see Ps 8), but the task now was doomed. Instead of the creation working for man, it would 

now work against him. God told Adam: 

Genesis 3:17-18 (NKJV) 17  Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the 
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 
'You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it 
All the days of your life. 18  Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And 
you shall eat the herb of the field.  
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The cursed ground would now frustrate man in the very realm where he was tasked to rule. 

Sin is a spiritual issue, but its results are not only spiritual. It affects the creation as a whole.  

Sin, evil, and death in all their forms-is fundamentally anti-creational. Understanding the 

impact of sin on creation gives insight to the often-asked question, “Why do evil and 

suffering happen if God exists?” The answer is found in man’s failure to obey God and 

fulfill the kingdom mandate of Genesis 1:26-28. 

Genesis 1:26-28 (NKJV) 26  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth." 27  So God created man in His own image; in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them. 28  Then God blessed them, 
and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth." 

A successful reign of man would mean a world that functions as it should with beauty, order, 

and righteousness. No moral or natural evil would exist. Every incident of moral evil and 

nature run amok can be traced back to man’s failure to successfully rule the creation. 

The unintended consequences of the fall would go far beyond anything Adam could 

envision, but such are the costs of disobeying God. Also, since God made man to mediate 

His rule on earth, God is not obligated to immediately fix whatever evil or calamity that 

befalls man. Mankind is reaping the results of Adam’s sin. Thus, the blame for all moral 

and natural evil lies with man, not God. With Genesis 3:15, God will implement a plan to 

fix the fallen world, but the blame for a world gone wrong belongs exclusively with man. 

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And 
between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His 
heel."  

God is relational. Man by nature is a relational being. God created man for three 

relationships: 

(1) God; 

(2) other humans; and 

(3) the creation. 

All three relationships suffered because of man’s sin. First, man became spiritually 

separated from God and under God’s death sentence. Eventually, man would also physically 

die. Second, tension and turmoil now existed between human beings; this translated to 

relational tension between the woman and her husband. The woman, who should be in 

submission to her husband, will now attempt to usurp his authority, but her husband “will 

rule over” her. 

With the fall, man’s work will be much harder. He will find frustration in the very area he 

is called to master-the creation. Thus, all three relationships man was placed into are 

severely damaged by the fall-with God, human beings, and creation. Fortunately, though, 

hope sprouted at this time of man’s darkest hour. 

Man could not save and repair himself. His only hope was for divine intervention. 

Fortunately, God offered hope. In Genesis 3:15 God declared a coming seed of the woman 

would one day deliver a fatal blow to the power behind the deceiving serpent-Satan. 

God declares “enmity” between two rival camps-Satan and his people and the people of 

God represented by the woman.  The concept of “seed” has both a many and a single element 

to it. Not only will there be “enmity” between the serpent (Satan) and the woman, this battle 

will continue through their descendants (“between your seed and her seed”). 



Page 47 of 158 

This has been an ongoing war throughout human history. Yet this battle will come to a 

climax when an individual from the seed of the woman, a “He,” brings victory. This “He” 

will bruise the head of the serpent, who is Satan. While Satan will inflict harm on this 

coming deliverer (“you shall bruise him on the heel”), the victorious seed of the woman will 

deliver a mortal wound to Satan. The victory will ultimately come to the righteous seed 

from the woman, yet not without cost. 

Galatians 3:16 (NKJV)  Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He 
does not say, "And to seeds," as of many, but as of one, "And to your Seed," who is 
Christ. 

The Effects of the Fall of Man 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (v.23). All are born in sin because 

of Adam's fall (the first sin) in the Garden of Eden. “Therefore, just as through one man sin 

entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 

sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

(1) God gave the first human couple freedom of will, and commanded them not to eat of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The couple also had the gift of spoken 

language, which was a part of creation (Gen. 2:16-20; cf. 3:8). 

(2) The test was given amid an abundance of trees good for food. It was simple and direct - 

a test of the will of humanity to submit, as grateful subordinate creatures, to their all-

wise, all-providing, caring Creator (Gen. 2:16,17). 

(3) Satan, already a fallen angelic being, tempted Eve to disobey God (Gen. 3:1-5). Satan, 

as a spirit, apparently had no physical body, and required one in this instance to 

communicate with Eve. He used the body of an animal to speak with her. 

(4) Eve was lured by Satan through 

(a) her lingering near the forbidden place; 

(b) her talking with the tempter; 

(c) his quotation of half-truths, and misquotation of God's Word (Gen. 3:1-6). 

These ingredients of temptation are still available to Satan today. 

(5) Adam fell with Eve. The Bible explains this as the fall of the human race, naming Adam 

as the head of the race. Neither Genesis 3:6 nor any other verse in the entire Bible 

excuses Adam because he fell after Eve's fall (1 Tim. 2:14). 

(6) The sin of Adam and Eve brought down the future human race with them. Mankind fell 

in Adam (Rom. 5:12-19). This is the uniform testimony of  

(a) the Genesis account (Gen.3:16-4:9); 

(b) the Old Testament (Ps. 14:1-3); 

(c) the New Testament (1 Cor. 15:22); 

(d) all human experience through ages of unremedied violence, misery, and 

suffering. 

(7) With the entrance of sin into the human race came its companion, suffering (Gen.3:15-

4:8), Death, the will to do evil, and inability to stop sinning, all came as a result of the 

Fall. The corruption of the earth - its vegetation with thorns and thistles, and the 

carnivorous nature of wild beasts - resulted from the Fall. The grief and suffering in the 

world was typified at once, by the first children of Adam and Eve, when Cain murdered 

Abel. Murder has continued unabated to the present day. 

The Various States of Man with God 

Ecclesiastes 7:29 (NKJV)  Truly, this only I have found: That God made man upright, 
But they have sought out many schemes." 
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This verse describes the condition of man, before and after Adam fell through disobedience 

to God. Man's condition has clearly changed since Creation, particularly in his relationship 

with God: 

(1) Adam before the Fall. Theologians have agreed that Adam was not neutral, but was in 

an original state of righteousness. In his state of innocence, he was disposed to do good, 

with no desire to do evil. He was created perfect but not a robot. 

(2) Man after the Fall. When Adam fell, and death entered into the world (Rom. 5:12), 

Adam acquired a sinful nature which was inherited by all generations (Rom.3:9-19). 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom.  3:23). 

(3) Redeemed man. Saved man, at the new birth, is now judged legally righteous by God 

on the basis of Christ's substitutionary death (John 3:5-18). Through the Holy Spirit, 

who now dwells in the believer and so even saved people can sin. A struggle exists 

between the two natures (Rom. 17:14-25). When Christians allow the old nature to 

dominate their lives, they become part of the group Paul termed as “carnal” (1 Cor. 3:3). 

(4) Glorified man. In heaven, and then in the New Jerusalem, the saints, in their eternal 

state (like Christ), will be unable to sin by virtue of their glorified (perfect) state of 

holiness (1 John 3:1,2). 

Five Effects of the Fall in Genesis Chapter 3 

The world we live in today is not the very good world that God created (Genesis 1:31). 

Adam’s disobedience toward God brought about several significant changes that affect not 

only each and every one of us but also creation. 

1. Loss of Righteousness 
Righteousness simply put is right standing with God. It is produced by the Holy Spirit 

Romans 14:17 (NKJV)  for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

2. Separation from God 

Isaiah 59:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, That it cannot 
save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2  But your iniquities have separated you 
from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not 
hear.  

Adam was not a sinner when he was created, but he fell from a state of innocence and from 

the fellowship he once enjoyed with God.  

3. Cursed Environment 
The punishment of Genesis 3:17-18 reveals that man’s sin caused the curse against the 

ground, resulting in the troublesome thorns and thistles and a change in the way the natural 

world works. 

Romans 8:19-22 (NKJV) 19  For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits 
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21  because the creation itself 
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. 22  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth 
pangs together until now. 

4. Spiritual and Physical Death 

Romans 6:23 (NKJV)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The fulfilment of God’s promise that Adam would die reveals the punishment Adam 

received for disobeying God’s command. There is a “toil” prescribed to the fallen humanity 

vs the blessing of the Lord 
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Genesis 3:19 (NKJV)  In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to 
the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall 
return."  

Adam disobeyed and physical death came not only to him, but also to his descendants 

(Romans 5:12). 

Romans 5:12 (NKJV)  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and 
death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned 

5.Clothing 

Genesis 3:7 (NKJV)  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

Genesis 3:21 (NKJV)  Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, 
and clothed them.  

The first shedding of blood, when God makes garments of skin after Adam and Eve sinned. 

God was showing that there will be no covering, no remission, without shed blood. After 

Adam and Eve disobeyed God, their “eyes were opened” and they became aware of their 

nakedness, trying to cover it up by sowing fig leaves together. Nevertheless, this was 

ineffective, and ultimately God Himself clothed Adam and Eve because they could now no 

longer walk before Him in innocence. 

Before Adam found himself naked, he was clothed with God. In other words, the Spirit of 

God, in whose image he was created, was His clothing. When creation looked at Adam, all 

it saw was God, there was no difference. 

Now we are called to be clothed with Christ. 

Galatians 3:27 (NKJV)  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.  
Romans 13:14 (NKJV)  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 

Keeping this in mind, we are going to start by studying four major events from Genesis to 

see how they affect us today, how the world we live in today is still under the influence of 

these acts of God.  

1. The Fall of Man 

2. The Flood of Noah 

3. The Tower of Babel 

4. The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

If you want to know more about this, please go to the playlist for the Orientation Program 

on our YouTube channel. [https://bit.ly/2xgASfw] 
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Matthew 24:37-39 (NKJV) 37  But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of 
the Son of Man be. 38  For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 
39  and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be. 

“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.” You have 

heard this from the Lord Himself. So it is good to study this.  

Genesis 6:7 (NKJV)  So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, 
for I am sorry that I have made them." 

Genesis 7:11-12 (NKJV) 11  In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second 
month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12  And the rain was 
on the earth forty days and forty nights. 

Sons of God 

Genesis 6:2 (NKJV)  that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were 
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 

The 'sons of God" portrayed here refer to fallen Angels, who had joined sides with Lucifer, 

who led a revolution against God some time in eternity past.  

Remember that the serpent is now aware that he is going to get trouble from the seed of the 

woman. In order to spoil the human lineage through which the Messiah would ultimately 

come, they sought to corrupt that lineage by marrying the "daughters of men.". This 

produced a mongrel race; all who were the result of such a union were tainted.  

In his Epistle, Jude mentions these particular "Angels. " He said that they "kept not their 

first estate, but left their own habitation"; he then said what their sin was: "going after 

strange flesh. " Concerning this, Jude also said that God "has reserved them in everlasting 

chains unto darkness unto the Judgment of the great day". 

Jude 1:6-7 (KJV) And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment 
of the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set 
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

A basic understanding of this passage supplies some interesting detail to be sure. But when 

looking at the original Greek, we gain a much keener appreciation for what was being stated.  

For starters, we see the phrase, "their first estate". The word first comes from the Greek 

word arche, meaning "a high rank", such as "to be first in position of political power". Then 

the word estate comes from the Greek word peri, which can mean a "locality". From this 

combination of terms, we conclude that the angels did not keep their highest-ranking 

location. That is, Heaven comprised the highest-ranking location an angel could enjoy. 

Heaven stands as "elevated" in status as any place can possibly be. And yet, the angels gave 

this up. 

The word habitation comes from the Greek word oiketerion and means "a residence", such 

as "a family household". This may be saying that certain angels left their heavenly family 

and their heavenly home (their residence with God and the other angelic beings). It seems 

likely that these angels had taken part in the earlier rebellion - that they were part of the 

satanic revolt that Revelation tells us resulted in 'one-third of the angelic host" being cast 

down to earth. 
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If we consider 2 Corinthians 5:2, we see that Paul using the Greek word oiketerion speaks 

about being "clothed upon with our house which is from heaven". In context, it becomes 

evident the "house comprises a metaphor for a body.  

2 Corinthians 5:2 (NKJV)  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with 
our habitation which is from heaven, 

It is possible that the fallen angels not only forsook God and Heaven when they rebelled 

with Satan, but also forsook their heavenly spiritual bodies for a type of physical body they 

could use to operate within our physical dimension. 

We can understand just how serious the angel's actions were given the nature of God's 

judgment upon them. This passage compares what they did to the reproachable actions of 

the people of Sodom and Gomorrah (and the surrounding cities), which resulted in God 

locking up these angels "in chains" (a supernatural restraint of some sort) until the moment 

known as the great "White Throne Judgment" when these angels along with unrepentant 

humans will suffer the "vengeance of eternal fire”  

It was taught for many years that the “Sons of God” referred to the children of Seth with 

many theological sounding arguments, but scripture has to validate and interpret scripture, 

and if so, scripture always points to the “Sons of God” as being angels. 

Job 1:6 (NKJV)  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.  
Job 2:1 (NKJV)  Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself 
before the LORD.  

Job 38:4-7 (NKJV) 4  "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell 
Me, if you have understanding. 5  Who determined its measurements? Surely you 
know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 6  To what were its foundations fastened? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, 7  When the morning stars sang together, And all the 
sons of God shouted for joy?  

Giants  

When we look at the Genesis 6 account, we discover these sons of God saw the daughters 

of men and took them for wives. Something very peculiar took place when they mated. 

Shortly after the match made in hell transpired, Genesis 6:4 states,  

Genesis 6:4 (NKJV)  There were giants on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore 
children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.  

The Hebrew word translated as giants is “nĕphiyl”. Most translations refer to them as giants; 

their formal name is Nephilim.  The Nephilim are a hybrid race of part human, part angelic 

origin. They are the mixture of terrestrial flesh and celestial flesh. 

Just in case it isn't obvious, in this passage Moses just told us that those Greek mythological 

figures, the Titans, Olympians, the sons of Pandu, the Pandavas, and the Dasha-avatar had 

a biblical basis. These demigods were not just plucked out of thin air -real history stands 

behind these myths.  

They are the reason God had to destroy the earth by a flood. They are the reason the children 

of Israel were instructed to kill every man, woman and child in their land of inheritance; 

they had been defiled and corrupted at a DNA level.  

These offspring of the union between the sons of God and the daughters of men take us back 

to the seed war mentioned in Genesis 3, while the Nephilim need not be the seed of Satan, 

for that might depict another class of beings altogether, nevertheless, Satan will use these 

beings in the future, just as he did in the days of Noah, to attempt to derail the plan of God 

and corrupt the seed of man.  
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Destruction of Nephilim Through the Flood  

Genesis 6:5-6 (NKJV) [5]  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. [6]  And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He 
was grieved in His heart. 

Prior to the ark's voyage, God began His first wave of judgment against the rebel angels 

who left their first estate. Jude tells us they were "reserved in everlasting chains under 

darkness" (verse 6). They are now confined to eternal destruction; they await their final 

sentence (Revelation 20: 10; Matthew 25:41).  

Matthew 25:41 (NKJV)  Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from 
Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 

The Flood Was 100% Effective  

The flood was 100 percent effective. It destroyed all flesh from the face of the earth, except 

that which was aboard the ark. Now the purposes of God could be restored upon the earth.  

Genesis 7:23 (NKJV)  So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the 
ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed 
from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive. 

These became disembodied spirits confined to the earth and under the earth by the judgment 

of God. 

And Also Afterward...  

This sounds like a movie with a happy ending, one you leave and feel good inside. Then, 

just at the last moment, that which you thought was dead ... isn't. So it is with the Nephilim. 

Remember the haunting phrase from Genesis 6:4, "And also afterward"?  

Genesis 6:4 (NKJV)  There were giants on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore 
children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.  

A resurgence occurred after the flood, for the Nephilim were on the earth after the flood, 

just like before. 

Numbers 13:33 (NKJV)  There we saw the giants (nĕphiyl) (the descendants of Anak 
came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we 
were in their sight." 

Some of the more famous Nephilim are Goliath (who David killed) and Og, King of Bashan 

(1 Samuel 17:4-6; Deuteronomy 3:11).  

Rainbow Covenant  

Genesis 9:12-13 (NKJV) 12  And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant which I 
make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual 
generations: 13  I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the 
covenant between Me and the earth. Genesis 2:5-6 (NKJV) 5  before any plant of the 
field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God 
had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; 6  but 
a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground. 

The word covenant means "to cut", referring to the cutting of the sacrifices. What you need 

to understand is that God does not work outside of His covenants. 

The Lord said, “I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant 

between Me and the earth”.  

A rainbow is a meteorological phenomenon that is caused by reflection, refraction and 

dispersion of light in water droplets resulting in a spectrum of light appearing in the sky. It 

takes the form of a multicolored circular arc. 
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Job 26:8 (NKJV) He binds up the water in His thick clouds, Yet the clouds are not 
broken under it.  

While there were clouds before the flood, there seems to have been no rain. Since water can 

be bound up in thick clouds, there will be no droplets suspended in the air outside of the 

cloud or falling to the earth for, and consequently no rainbow is formed. 

Here is the point that you need to understand, and it is not about whether there was rain 

before the flood or not, but that there was a drastic change in the atmosphere after the flood. 

There are some who say that the atmosphere had become less dense, that could be true, but 

what is certain is that the land mass changed forever. In other words, the earth as we know 

it started then. 

Fire next time 

In verse 15, God says “the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh”. It 

is interesting to note that this is not the first time that waters covered the earth. 

Genesis 1:2 (NKJV)  The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

More on that later, but understand that there is a judgment coming, but it is not by water. 

2 Peter 3:7 (NKJV)  But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the 
same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men. 

2 Peter 3:12-13 (NKJV) 12  looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will 
melt with fervent heat? 13  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Conclusion  

In Luke 17:26-30, Jesus preached that the last days would be like the days of Noah and Lot. 

Of all of God's unexpected judgments Jesus could have chosen, He selected Noah and Lot 

as His examples. We know that Noah's days were unique in no small part because of the 

presence of the Nephilim.  

2 Peter 2:4-7 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast [them] down to 
hell and delivered [them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; and 
did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, [one of] eight [people,] a preacher 
of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; and turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned [them] to destruction, making 
[them] an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; and delivered 
righteous Lot, [who was] oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 

The above passage ties it all together, but there is more. Jesus said "As in the days of Noah, 

so shall it be in the days of the coming of the Son of Man." Through the scientific 

development of Transhumanism, we appear to be on the cusp of seeing the human genome 

successfully modified to "improve" humanity. The consequences could be disastrous. 

If in the process of improving your DNA, you cease to be classified as human, then does 

the blood of Jesus speak to you? Could this be what the mark of the beast does? 

Revelation 13:16-17 (NKJV) 16  He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 17  and that no 
one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name.  

Revelation 20:4 (NKJV) 4  And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment 
was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or 
his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And 
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they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years  

We know that Satan attempted to corrupt the human genome in Genesis 6, and that Jesus 

said that it will be like that when he comes, but there is also another angle that I wonder 

about. 

In a way, the OT is natural and the NT Spiritual. You had to commit adultery in the OT to 

be guilty, in the NT, you just have to think it. The events were a shadow of things to come, 

and have a symbolic value, but the substance is Christ 

Colossians 2:17 (NKJV)  which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is 
of Christ. 

I wonder if that principle when applied means that Satan no longer needs to corrupt the 

human genome, but only corrupt the human heart.  

2 Corinthians 6:17 (NKJV)  Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, 
says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you."  

James 4:4 (NKJV)  Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God.  
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Genesis 11:1-9 (NKJV) 1  Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 
2  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the 
land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3  Then they said to one another, "Come, let us 
make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had 
asphalt for mortar. 4  And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower 
whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered 
abroad over the face of the whole earth." 5  But the LORD came down to see the city 
and the tower which the sons of men had built. 6  And the LORD said, "Indeed the 
people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now 
nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them. 7  Come, let Us go down 
and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's 
speech." 8  So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the 
earth, and they ceased building the city. 9  Therefore its name is called Babel, because 
there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.  

Nimrod 

There is a passage in the Bible we need to look at before we study this portion 

Genesis 10:6-14 (NKJV) 6  The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 
7  The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons 
of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan. 8  Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty 
one on the earth. 9  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, 
"Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD." 10  And the beginning of his 
kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11  From that 
land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12  and Resen between 
Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal city). 13  Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, 
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14  Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines 
and Caphtorim). 

Nimrod was a grandson of Ham through Cush, and his name means "rebel".  

He began to be a mighty one - He Chalaled (polluted his body) to become a” gibbowr” a 

mighty one. While it means a valiant man, in this context, a giant is a better rendering of 

this idiom peculiar to the Hebrew language in context. 

The word "hunter" does not refer to the hunting of animals, but rather to the hunting of men. 

He was a mighty tyrant in the sight of God, the first dictator. Nimrod was the founder of the 

Babylonian empire and the organizer of the enterprise that led to the construction of the 

tower of Babel. History informs us that Nimrod and his wife devised a new religion built 

around "the mother and child”.  

Nimrod established the first kingdom and the first universal false religion opposing God 

since the flood of Noah. This was done "before the Lord," that is, openly: in the presence of 

God with all defiance.  

In Genesis 10:11, we read that Nimrod “went to Assyria and built Nineveh.” This is very 

important to our future, because speaking of the “Anti-Christ”, the Lord reveals through 

Micah the following 

Micah 5:5-6 (NKJV) 5  And this One shall be peace. When the Assyrian comes into 
our land, And when he treads in our palaces, Then we will raise against him Seven 
shepherds and eight princely men. 6  They shall waste with the sword the land of 
Assyria, And the land of Nimrod at its entrances; Thus He shall deliver us from the 
Assyrian, When he comes into our land And when he treads within our borders.  

Antichrist, among other things, is called "The Assyrian," for he will come from the territory 

Assyria ruled over in ancient times.  
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Mystery Babylon 

After the flood, God had commanded men to replenish the earth.  

Genesis 9:1 (NLT)  Then God blessed Noah and his sons and told them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply. Fill the earth.  

Genesis 9:7 (NLT)  Now be fruitful and multiply, and repopulate the earth.”  

In disobedience they decided to settle down on the plain of Shinar where Babylon was 

located. This was deliberate rebellion against God's Word.  

They decided to unite and build both a city and a tower. Their purposes were to  

1. maintain unity in opposition to God, and  

2. make a name for themselves. 

The name "Babel" comes from a Hebrew word which means "gate of God".  This entire 

operation is a forecast of the final opposition of man (and Satan) against Christ, centered in 

the Babylon of Rev. 17-18.  

Revelation 17:5 (NKJV)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  

Revelation 17:8 (NKJV)  The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out 
of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will 
marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the 
world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 

Revelation 17:11 (NKJV)  And the beast that was, and is not, is himself also the 
eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 

Revelation 1:8 (NKJV)  "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," 
says the Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."  

Is this the return of Nimrod, a world ‘ruler’? Even if is it not, by now you should have no 

doubt in your mind what the events in the plains of Shinar foretell. This is the reason that 

God, when He came down to see Babel, took action to counteract the rebellion of Nimrod. 

"Babylon" in the Bible symbolizes rebellion against God and confusion in religion. Babylon 

is based on two principles - distrust of God and the consequent disobedience. Nations can 

be that way and so can individuals. 

 When God’s people in Old Testament Jerusalem distrusted God and disobeyed (2 

Chronicles 36:11-20), thus taking part in Babylonian philosophy, they became literal 

captives in literal Babylon. 

 In the end time entire churches, nations and organizations will distrust God (not trust 

His word or promises, or believe it’s important), and will form an alliance to supplant 

God. 

Let us build ourselves 

Let us look at what man did in the plains of Shinar. 

Genesis 11:3-4 (NKJV) 3  Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks 
and bake them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for 
mortar. 4  And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is 
in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the 
face of the whole earth." 

1. They said to one another 

 Isaiah 30:1 (NKJV)  "Woe to the rebellious children," says the LORD, 

"Who take counsel, but not of Me, And who devise plans, but not of My 

Spirit, That they may add sin to sin;  
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 Micah 2:1 (NKJV)  Woe to those who devise iniquity, And work out evil 

on their beds! At morning light they practice it, Because it is in the power of 

their hand.  

2. They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. In the Word, stone 

signifies truth, and therefore brick, because it is made by man, signifies falsity or the 

flesh; for brick is stone artificially made. 

 Exodus 20:25 (NKJV)  And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not 

build it of hewn stone; for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it. 

 Psalm 118:22 (NKJV)  The stone which the builders rejected Has become 

the chief cornerstone.  

 1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV)  you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 

3. A tower whose top is in the heavens 

 The Tower of Babel was man’s endeavor to ascend to heaven by his own 

will and powers, his striving to equal God. Babel was man’s attempt at 

godhood.  

 If God was worried about the height, then it was taller than Burj Khalifa in 

Dubai, which is 828 m or 2717 ft in height, because God has not struck that 

towering building down. Also, if it was height the builders of the Tower of 

Babel were after, it is strange that they found a plain in the land of Shinar to 

build it. 

Genesis 28:10-12 (NKJV) 10  Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward 
Haran. 11  So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun 
had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay 
down in that place to sleep. 12  Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on 
the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it. 

 In both passages the Hebrew for  

o top is “ro'sh” which means head, top, summit, upper part, etc. 

o Heaven(s) is “shamayim” which means visible heavens, sky and 

Heaven, the abode of God. 

 In the KJV the words “reached unto” or in the NKJV “is” is italicized. Either 

top reached unto Heaven or top is Heaven. This is because there are no 

original words to represent them. This was only an assumption by the 

translators. 

 What it says is “ro'sh shamayim ” top heaven, or head heaven. So it could 

just as easily be "likened unto heaven." A tower whose top is likened unto 

Heavens. 

Now let us look at God’s reaction. 

Genesis 11:5-8 (NKJV) 5  But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower 
which the sons of men had built. 6  And the LORD said, "Indeed the people are one 
and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that 
they propose to do will be withheld from them. 7  Come, let Us go down and there 
confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 8  So the 
LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they 
ceased building the city. 
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“What they begin” is the Hebrew word Chalal. This means to profane, defile, pollute, 

desecrate, begin, as in Nimrod, but it also means to bore through, pierce, bore. 

So it means to bore or pry open like a wedge in the sense of this being an act of polluting. 

There is no other way to look at this. They are actually trying to bore into or pry an opening 

into heaven! 

The Heaven and earth represent eternal and temporal dimensions. They are separated from 

each other as a result of the fall or sin. But the actual physical separation is one of time - 

temporal verses eternal. 

Therefore, it stands to reason that the travel they are trying to accomplish here is inter-

dimensional. 

The language here would confirm this. To pry or wedge is to open a portal into the eternal 

realm. 

 "Nothing will be restrained from them." The Hebrew word "Batsar" means secrets, 

mysteries or inaccessible things will no longer be restrained.  

Jeremiah 33:3 (NKJV)  'Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and 
mighty things (batsar), which you do not know.'  

Job 42:2 (NKJV)  "I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours 
can be withheld (batsar) from You.  

This can only mean a breach in the space/time continuum or a portal of some sort. They had 

succeeded in opening a portal to the living room of God. 

Scattered them abroad 

The confusion of the language and the scattering was to save mankind from uniting against 

God till Jesus comes. This was really an act of mercy as well as judgment, for had they 

persisted in their plan, a more terrible judgment would have followed.  

This was not to force mankind to be “good”, for God values free will. At that time, man was 

a slave to sin, so he could not choose to be free. After Jesus rose again, mankind had the 

freedom to choose. 

The description of God's action here explains the origin of the languages of mankind. 

However, when we come to Revelation 17, we can see that somehow people have managed 

to unite against God with one mind. 

Revelation 17:13-14 (NKJV) 13  These are of one mind, and they will give their power 
and authority to the beast. 14  These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will 
overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with 
Him are called, chosen, and faithful." 

The Return of Nimrod? 

The building of this City and Tower was about 560 years after the flood of Noah. Even with 

such a long period of time, people were still living to a ripe old age of about 600 years. The 

Babel event would have been only one generation from the remembrance of the pre-flood 

era, given their lifespan. They would have heard about the “technology” of the fallen, the 

secret revelations of the fallen angels, the hidden knowledge, or the occult as we call it 

today. 

The city and the tower represent the attempt to use this pre-flood knowledge to settle 

themselves, and not be scattered by God again.   

Nimrod established the first kingdom and the first universal false religion opposing God 

since the flood of Noah. We saw indications from Scripture (Micah 5) earlier that the final 

world ruler is tied to the land of Nimrod.  If so, how can he entice? He must have something 

to offer for those who seek spiritual power. 
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Revelation 2:24-25 (NKJV) 24  Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many 
as do not have this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I 
will put on you no other burden. 25  But hold fast what you have till I come. 

So watch out for those who wish to teach you the secrets of Satan, or tell you that you can 

grab things from heaven. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 (NKJV)  The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but 
those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may 
do all the words of this law.  

The reason men seek this doctrine, to know the depths of Satan, is to have earthly power.  

Psalm 75:6-7 (NKJV) 6  For exaltation comes neither from the east Nor from the west 
nor from the south. 7  But God is the Judge: He puts down one, And exalts another.  

We do not need to know the deep things of Satan because God has already revealed it to us 

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (NKJV) 9  But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those 
who love Him." 10  But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  

So to conclude, let us go back to what we read from the Gospel of Matthew. 

Matthew 4:1-4 (NKJV) 1  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. 2  And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
afterward He was hungry. 3  Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are 
the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 4  But He answered and 
said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.' "  

It is God who gives man bread to eat. He is the source of every blessing, Creator of 

everything.  

Imagine God is the great baker in heaven, then the sin of the builders on this city and tower 

is that they attempted to take over the bakery to secure bread for themselves without the 

baker. 

When we say Jesus is Lord, it means He is the owner. He decides what we need to do, not 

us. Do we still choose our own paths with the body He has given us? If so, are we not 

attempting to supplant God as its owner, our owner? 

1 Corinthians 8:6 (NAS) yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are 
all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 
and we exist through Him. 

1 Corinthians 8:6 (NKJV)  yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and 
through whom we live. 

Remember, we exist for Him, the Father, and we exist through Him, the son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  
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Genesis 19:24-25 (NKJV) 24  Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and 
Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavens. 25  So He overthrew those cities, all the 
plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 

The first mention of Sodom and Gomorrah is in Genesis 18. Its judgment and destruction 

are chronicled in the next chapter. It is mentioned throughout the Bible, both in the new and 

the old Testament. We are going to look at a few of those scriptures to see how this is 

relevant to us today. 

Genesis 18:20-21 (NKJV) 20  And the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave, 21  I will go down now and 
see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has 
come to Me; and if not, I will know." 

What is this sin that is very grave? 

Genesis 19:4-5 (NKJV) 4  Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of 
Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 
5  And they called to Lot and said to him, "Where are the men who came to you 
tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally." 

From this passage, we understand that homosexuality was prevalent there. This is confirmed 

in the New Testament also.  

Jude 1:7 (NKJV)  as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar 
manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after 
strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

God's attitude toward homosexuality is portrayed in the judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah. 

I haven't been able to locate a single verse in the Bible that decries sex as sinful, dirty, or 

wrong. It's only the misuse of sex (when it is experienced outside a loving, intimate 

commitment between a husband and wife) that gets God angry. There is a reason for this. 

Initially, I thought here was a bunch of homosexual perverts whose actions angered God, 

and he judged them, but because of Lot’s begging, I thought the judgment was not complete. 

This, I reasoned, is the reason for homosexuality being prevalent today. 

Genesis 19:18-22 (NKJV) 18  Then Lot said to them, "Please, no, my lords! 19  Indeed 
now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy 
which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, 
lest some evil overtake me and I die. 20  See now, this city is near enough to flee to, 
and it is a little one; please let me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul 
shall live." 21  And he said to him, "See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, 
in that I will not overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 22  Hurry, escape 
there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive there." Therefore the name of the city 
was called Zoar. 

I thought to myself “I wish the judgment would have been complete”, but then I read what 

the Lord revealed through Ezekiel the prophet. 

Ezekiel 16:49-50 (NKJV) 49  Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and 
her daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50  And they were haughty and 
committed abomination before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit. 

Here social injustice rather than sexual perversion is highlighted. Judah was called the 

"sister" of Sodom since both Israel and Judah had followed the same course as Sodom in 

pride and perversion. 

Three things are mentioned here as iniquity 

1) Pride 
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Proverbs 16:5 (NKJV)  Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; 
Though they join forces, none will go unpunished.  

2) Fullness of food 

Speaking of a just man, the Lord says 

Ezekiel 18:7 (NKJV)  If he has not oppressed anyone, But has restored to the debtor 
his pledge; Has robbed no one by violence, But has given his bread to the hungry And 
covered the naked with clothing;  

Isaiah 58:5-8 (NKJV) 5  Is it a fast that I have chosen, A day for a man to afflict his 
soul? Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush, And to spread out sackcloth and 
ashes? Would you call this a fast, And an acceptable day to the LORD? 6  "Is this not 
the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy 
burdens, To let the oppressed go free, And that you break every yoke? 7  Is it not to 
share your bread with the hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are 
cast out; When you see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide yourself from 
your own flesh? 8  Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing 
shall spring forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory of 
the LORD shall be your rear guard.  

3) Abundance of idleness 

First mention is in Joshua 11:23. Here and elsewhere, it is mentioned as a blessing. 

Joshua 11:23 (NKJV)  “So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD 
had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their 
divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.” 

Judges 18:27 (NKJV)  So they took the things Micah had made, and the priest who 
had belonged to him, and went to Laish, to a people quiet and secure; and they 
struck them with the edge of the sword and burned the city with fire. 

So from this we know that they had a rather comfortable life without no obvious threats 

from anywhere. They thought highly of themselves, had plenty of food to throw way, and 

have no lack. They have plenty of free time for seeking their pleasure, perhaps on Facebook, 

YouTube or on whatsapp groups. 

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (NKJV) 17  then you say in your heart, 'My power and the 
might of my hand have gained me this wealth.' 18  And you shall remember the LORD 
your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His 
covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 

They failed to remember the Lord, that He was their God, and that it was He who gave them 

the ability to make their money. 

I realized then that what Sodom and Gomorrah had was not a localized problem. 

 They were not infected with homosexuality by a mosquito bite or some virus. 

 They were not genetically predestined by God to be sexual perverts, if so, God 

would not have judged them. 

Flesh 

The expression "the flesh" often carries a special doctrinal meaning in the NT. In this usage 

it does not refer to the body, but to the old nature of the believer, with its tendency to sin 

even after the miracle of the new birth. 

While believers should be spiritual, some are fleshly or carnal, 

1 Corinthians 3:1 (NKJV)  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual 
people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ.  

These individuals are said to walk according to the flesh, 

2 Corinthians 10:2 (NKJV)  But I beg you that when I am present I may not be bold 
with that confidence by which I intend to be bold against some, who think of us as if 
we walked according to the flesh. 
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They serve the law of sin,  

Romans 7:25 (NKJV)  I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the 
mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 

Walking in the flesh is contrasted with walking in the Spirit, 

Romans 8:4-5 (NKJV) [4]  that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. [5]  For those 
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

Christians are admonished to make no provision for the flesh and its filthiness 

Romans 13:14 (NKJV)  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  
2 Corinthians 7:1 (NKJV)  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.  

A dreadful list of the works of the flesh appears in Gal. 5:19-21. 

Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV) [19]  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, [20]  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
[21]  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 
beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

They that are "in the flesh" cannot please God; their minds are at enmity with Him 

Romans 8:7-8 (NKJV) [7]  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not 
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. [8]  So then, those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

The flesh is contrary to the Spirit. No good thing dwells in the flesh. 

Galatians 5:17 (NKJV)  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that 
you wish.  
Romans 7:18 (NKJV)  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good 
dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 

The notion that spiritual Christians may eradicate the old nature by a superior form of 

holiness is in error. 

1 John 1:8-10 (NKJV) [8]  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. [9]  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [10]  If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

The teaching of Scripture is that in a believer the flesh is controlled by the Spirit,  

Galatians 5:16 (NKJV)  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust 
of the flesh. 

How can you walk in the Spirit if you do not hear from God? 

Romans 8:14 (NKJV)  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God. 

If you want to be led by the Spirit of God, then seek God and live 

Amos 5:4-6 (NKJV) [4]  For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel: "Seek Me and 
live; [5]  But do not seek Bethel, Nor enter Gilgal, Nor pass over to Beersheba; For 
Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, And Bethel shall come to nothing. [6]  Seek the 
LORD and live, Lest He break out like fire in the house of Joseph, And devour it, 
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With no one to quench it in Bethel--  

This is the only way out of idleness and the consequent fall led by the flesh into the sin that 

brought judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Think about how you have wronged God and man, anything you need to be forgiven. Think 

as far back as possible. Make a list. 

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

We are going to burn our bridges and start afresh. 

So, what is the moral of this story? 

Like Sodom and Gomorrah, we are blessed with plenty of pursuits that bring pleasure to our 

life on earth. While there is absolutely nothing wrong with living a good life, what God 

hates is a life lived forsaking God. 

Psalm 14:2 (NKJV)  The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 
To see if there are any who understand, who seek God.  

Ezra 8:22 (NKJV)  For I was ashamed to request of the king an escort of soldiers and 
horsemen to help us against the enemy on the road, because we had spoken to the 
king, saying, "The hand of our God is upon all those for good who seek Him, but His 
power and His wrath are against all those who forsake Him." 

Luke 16:13 (NKJV)  No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon."  

1 Timothy 6:10 (NKJV)  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 
some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows. 

There is nothing more desired among men than riches and leisure, and yet these gave birth 

to the sins that brought destruction upon Sodom and Gomorrah. Their useless idle life made 

them a prey to Satan's temptations, and they defaced the image of God, and became satanic 

rather than divine. 

Proverbs 10:4 (NKJV)  He who has a slack hand becomes poor, But the hand of the 
diligent makes rich.  

2 Thessalonians 3:10 (NKJV)  For even when we were with you, we commanded you 
this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. 

Idleness is one of the greatest curses that can fall upon man, for vice and crime follow in its 

path. It enfeebles the mind, perverts the understanding, and debases the soul. Satan lies in 

ambush, ready to destroy those who are idle. 
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The Promise (3 of 5) 
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The Word of God - the Holy Bible - is God’s special Book. It is not like other books but is 

a supernatural Book. It was written by many different people, who wrote by the inspiration 

of the Holy Spirit. 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV)  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

The Bible is also one of the oldest books in the world. The most ancient portions of the 

Bible date back almost 4,000 years. Yet it is still the most modern book in the world today; 

for in it we find the answers to life’s greatest questions: 

 “Where did I come from?” 

 “Why am I here?” 

 “Where will I go?” 

Even though the Bible is made up of 66 smaller books, it has only one central theme: God’s 

loving plan to rescue mankind. 

There are 66 books in the Bible. The Bible is divided into two sections: 

 The Old Testament and The New Testament. 

 The Old Testament tells us about God’s work with His people before the birth of 

Jesus. 

The Old Testament:  

1. God as Sovereign and Universal King creates the universe and is King over all 

creation (Gen 1-2). 

2. God creates man in His own image as a son and king so man can represent God on the 

earth and rule over God’s creation on His behalf for His glory (Gen 1:26-28; Ps 8). 

3. Man fails his task of ruling the creation for God’s glory by sinning against his Creator 

(Gen 3); the vice-regent rebels against the King. 

4. The fall results in a cursed creation in which man is subject to death, the creation is 

subject to futility, and Satan usurps authority (Gen 3). 

5. God promises a future Savior, a Satan (serpent)-crusher and curse-remover from the 

seed of the woman who will save man and restore the creation (Gen 3:15). 

6. God unleashes a global flood to judge wicked mankind, but since God has promised a 

Savior, He chooses Noah as the means to keep mankind preserved, the animal 

kingdom alive, and God’s kingdom purposes intact (Gen 6-9). 

7. Through the Noahic covenant God promises stability of nature as a platform for 

carrying out His kingdom plans (Gen 8:21-22). 

8. Through the Tower of Babel incident God institutes ethnic diversity and nations to 

carry out His original plan for man to multiply and fill the earth (Gen 10-11). 

9. God’s plan for restoration and a worldwide kingdom is mediated through Abraham via 

the Abrahamic Covenant; Abraham and the developing people of Israel will be the 

vehicles for blessing the nations of the earth (Gen 12, 13, 15, 17, 22). 

10. Through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob the people of the kingdom program grow in 

number in Egypt where eventually they become enslaved. 

11. God rescues His people, Israel, so they can be a kingdom of priests and a light to other 

nations; Israel, with its Promised Land, is the platform through which God will bless 

other nations (Exodus 19:6; Deut 4:5-8). 
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12. The Mosaic Covenant is the means through which Israel could be set apart for God’s 

purposes, and the way the nation could stay connected to the promises of the 

Abrahamic Covenant (Exod 20). 

13. Israel is promised spiritual and physical blessings for keeping the Mosaic Covenant, 

and curses and dispersion for disobeying the Mosaic Covenant (Deut 28-29). 

14. God predicts Israel will possess the land of promise only to be dispersed because of 

covenant disobedience. This will be followed by a restoration of Israel from the 

nations with both spiritual and physical prosperity. The basis of this restoration will be 

a circumcised heart (Deut 30:1-10). 

15. God’s kingdom on earth is mediated through Moses, and then Joshua, and then 

through the judges and eventually the kings of Israel (Joshua-Chronicles). 

16. With the Davidic Covenant God promises David an eternal kingdom for Israel through 

David’s descendants with physical blessings and rest from enemies; this covenant will 

also bring blessings to all mankind (2 Sam 7). 

17. Israel flourishes under David and then Solomon with the kingdom promises of land, 

seed, and international blessings being on the verge of fulfillment (1 Kgs 1-10). 

18. Solomon’s idolatry (1 Kgs 11) puts the kingdom of Israel on a trajectory that 

eventually leads to dispersion. The tribes of Israel are taken captive by Assyria and 

Babylon. The glory of God departs from the temple signifying the end of the 

mediatorial kingdom in Israel (Ezek 8-11). 

19. With the end of the kingdom in Israel the prophets became the spokespersons for God 

to Israel, and they proclaim both judgment for covenant disobedience and a future 

restoration in a kingdom under a Davidic leader (Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel). 

20. Because of Israel’s failure to be a kingdom of priests for God’s glory, God will raise 

up an ultimate Israelite, a Servant, who will restore the nation Israel and bring 

blessings to the Gentiles (Isa 42; 49; 52-53). 

21. God will mediate a New Covenant through Israel that grants a new heart and 

indwelling Spirit to God’s people so they will obey God and allow God’s people to 

experience kingdom blessings (Jer 31-34; Ezek 36-37). 

22. The prophets reveal a coming Day of the Lord when God will judge the nations of the 

earth and purge His people Israel; this will be followed by the Davidic kingdom on 

earth, centered in Jerusalem, under the Messiah, in which both Israel and the nations 

will be God’s people (Isaiah-Malachi). 

23. The Old Testament ends with the expectation that God will fulfill His kingdom 

promises while His people wait for deliverance. 

The Books of The Law: 

There are five books of law. The names of these books are: 

1. Genesis 

2. Exodus 

3. Leviticus 

4. Numbers 

5. Deuteronomy 

These books record the creation of man and the world by God and the early history of man. 

They tell how God raised up the nation of Israel as a people through which He could reveal 

Himself to the nations of the world. 
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Genesis 
When the famine came, 

Joseph's brothers came to 

Egypt to buy food. Joseph 

forgave them and invited them 

to come and live in Egypt. 

Joseph realized that God had 

allowed him to suffer slavery 

and prison so he could prepare 

the way for his family to move 

to Egypt. 

Exodus 
During the 430 years that the Israelites were in Egypt, they became slaves to the Egyptians. 

Moses was born to Israelite slaves, but he was raised as a son of Pharaoh. When Moses was 

forty years old, he tried to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Instead, he had to run for his life 

into the desert. When Moses was eighty years old, God spoke to him from a burning bush 

and instructed him to go back to Egypt and lead the Israelites out. At first, Moses thought 

that he was going to fail again but he followed God's leading. When Pharaoh refused to let 

the Israelites leave, God sent ten plagues. The last plague killed every firstborn child and 

animal in all of Egypt. But none of the Israelites were killed. The angel of death passed over 

their houses because they had put the blood of a lamb on their doorposts. The Israelites 

celebrated this Passover every year. 

God led the Israelites into the desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 

night. But He led them back into Egypt to the edge of the Red Sea. When they were trapped 

by Pharaoh's army, the Israelites were afraid and cried out against Moses. But Moses had 

learned to trust God. God opened a way for them through the Red Sea. 

God led the Israelites through the desert to Mt. Sinai. He provided manna from Heaven to 

eat and a stream of water from a rock. At Mt. Sinai, He gave them the Ten Commandments 

and many other commands. God had them build the Tabernacle as a place to worship Him. 

Leviticus 
God gave the Israelites instructions on worship and on offerings and sacrifices for sins. The 

greatest commands that God gave were, "Love God with all of your heart, soul, mind and 

strength," and, "Love your neighbor as yourself." All of the other commands are based on 

these two. 

Numbers 
After a year at Mt. Sinai, God led the Israelites to the Promised Land, but they didn't trust 

God to help them conquer the land. They rebelled against God's leading so God made them 

wander in the desert for forty years until all of the unbelieving adults had died. During all 

of that time, they ate manna from heaven and their clothes and sandals never got old or wore 

out. 

But many times, the Israelites grumbled against God and Moses. One time, they grumbled 

because there was no water. God told Moses to speak to a rock and it would pour out water. 

Out of anger, Moses struck the rock and took credit for providing water. Because he did not 

honor God in this, Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. 

Another time when the Israelites grumbled, God sent poisonous snakes among the people 

and many people died. The people admitted that they had sinned and asked God to remove 

the snakes. Instead, God told Moses to make a brass serpent and mount it on a pole. When 

someone was bitten, he would not die if he looked at the brass serpent that Moses had lifted 

up. 
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Deuteronomy 
When the Israelites reached the Jordan River, Moses reminded them of all the things the 

Lord had done for them. He explained the covenant that God had made with them at Mt. 

Sinai. He described the blessings they would receive if they obeyed God and the curses if 

they disobeyed. Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo and saw the Promised Land before he 

died. 

The Books of History: 

There are 12 books of history in the Old Testament. The names of the books of history are: 

1. Joshua 

2. Judges 

3. Ruth 

4. I Samuel  

5. II Samuel 

6. I Kings 

7. II Kings 

8. I Chronicles 

9. II Chronicles 

10. Ezra 

11. Nehemiah 

12. Esther 

Joshua 
After forty years in the desert, Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land. God 

commanded them to completely destroy all of the people who lived there to cleanse the land 

of sin and idolatry. When they followed God's plan, the walls of Jericho fell down before 

them. But when they devised their own plan, they were defeated at Ai. Joshua fell on his 

face before the Lord because of their defeat. But God told him to stop crying and go remove 

the sin from their camp. Achan had sinned by keeping some of the treasure from Jericho. 

The Israelites destroyed Achan, his family and all his possessions. Then they followed God's 

plan and conquered Ai. 

God helped the Israelites conquer the rest of the Promised Land. He made the sun and the 

moon stand still for a full day so the Israelites had enough daylight to destroy the Amorite 

armies. God fought for the Israelites when they destroyed the rest of the Canaanite armies. 

But the Israelites stopped fighting before they had completely destroyed all of the 

Canaanaites. Some Israelites began to worship the Canaanite idols. They did not learn the 

lesson that God is far greater than any idol. 

Judges 
For three hundred years, the Israelites were led by judges such as Deborah, Gideon and 

Samson. When neighboring nations attacked the Israelites, they would cry to God for help. 

Then God would raise up a judge to lead them. God would help them defeat their enemies. 

After a while, they would forget what God had done and go back to worshipping idols. Then 

God would raise up another nation to attack them until they turned back to God for help. 

This cycle repeated for thirteen judges. During this time, God showed special grace to a 

foreign widow named RUTH. 

1 & 2 Samuel 
The last judge was Samuel. The Israelites asked Samuel to let them have a king like the 

other nations. God chose Saul as the first king, but he didn't obey God. So God chose David 

as king because David had a heart that followed God. David trusted God when he fought 

against Goliath, the giant. David wrote many of the PSALMS to praise God. God promised 

that David's family would always be kings in Israel. 
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1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles 
David's son, Solomon, became king after him. God gave Solomon great wisdom and he 

wrote many PROVERBS. 

He wrote SONG OF SOLOMON. 

He also wrote ECCLESIASTES to say that all of his wisdom and riches were meaningless 

compared with knowing and obeying God. Solomon built a beautiful temple in Jerusalem 

to worship God. But he also built temples to the gods of his foreign wives. Therefore, God 

took the ten northern tribes of Israel away from Solomon's son and made them a separate 

kingdom. 

The Books of Poetry: 

There are five books of poetry. The names of the books of poetry are: 

1. Job 

2. Psalms 

3. Proverbs 

4. Ecclesiastes 

5. Song of Solomon  

These books are the worship books of God's people, Israel. Believers still use them in 

worship today. 

The Books of Prophecy: 

The books of prophecy in the Old Testament are divided into two groups which are called 

Major and Minor prophetical books. This does not mean the Major Prophets are more 

important than the Minor Prophets. The title is simply used because the Major Prophets are 

longer books than the Minor Prophets. There are 17 books of prophecy in the Old Testament. 

The names of the books of prophecy are: 

Major Prophets: 
Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Lamentations 

Ezekiel 

Daniel 

Minor Prophets: 
Hosea Nahum 

Joel Habakkuk 

Amos Zechariah 

Obadiah Haggai 

Jonah Zechariah 

Micah Malachi 

These books are prophetic messages from God to His people about future events. Many of 

the prophecies have already been fulfilled, but some remain to be fulfilled in the future. 

Old Testament  Conditions in Intermediate Kingdom 

Ps 72 A kingdom reign on earth with righteous judgments for the poor, afflicted, 

and needy 

Isa 11:4 A kingdom reign with righteous decisions made for the poor and afflicted 

Isa 24:21-23 Many days between initial and final punishment of wicked spiritual beings 

and human kings 

Isa 65:20 Increased longevity of life yet death occurs for wicked actions; childbirth 

occurs yet no infant mortality 

Zech 8 Peaceful and playful conditions in the streets with the presence of elderly 

who need help, and youth who are playing 

Zech 14 A kingdom reign on the earth over nations who serve the Lord, yet people 

can sin and face negative consequences for disobedience 

The Old Testament revealed God’s plans to restore His creation that was marred at the fall. 

God’s plans are complete. He will restore all things material and immaterial. This includes 
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individuals, the nation Israel, and the nations of the world. The kingdom plan will be carried 

out through the eternal and unconditional covenants-Noahic, Abrahamic, Davidic, and New. 

The Mosaic Covenant was a temporary and conditional covenant that Israel failed. Because 

Israel did not keep the Mosaic Covenant, God’s kingdom did not come in its fullness and 

there is the need for the superior New Covenant, which will enable Israel (and others) to 

obey the Lord. According to the prophets the restoration of all things will center upon an 

ultimate Israelite, the true Servant, who we now know as Jesus the Messiah. 

There is a coming Day of the Lord when the nations of the earth will be judged and Israel 

will be saved. Kingdom conditions will follow when the ultimate Davidic ruler will reign 

from Jerusalem over a restored Israel and the nations of the earth will be blessed. This is the 

kingdom message of the OT, a message that will continue for four hundred years and into 

the dawning of the New Testament era.  
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Matthew 24:3-5 (NKJV) 3  Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the 
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 4  And Jesus answered and said to 
them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 5  For many will come in My name, 
saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

Genesis 1:14-19 (NKJV) 14  Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and 
for days and years; 15  and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to 
give light on the earth"; and it was so. 16  Then God made two great lights: the greater 
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. 
17  God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18  and to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. 19  So the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

The way in which Jesus fulfilled the Jewish feasts is a fascinating study. In the Hebrew 

Scriptures, the Jewish prophet Amos records that God declared He would do nothing 

without first revealing it to His servants, the prophets (Amos 3:7). 

Amos 3:7 (NKJV)  Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret 
to His servants the prophets.  

From the Old Covenant to the New, Genesis to Revelation, God provides picture after 

picture of His entire plan for mankind. 

One of the most startling prophetic pictures is outlined for us in the Jewish feasts of 

Leviticus 23. 

The Hebrew word for “feasts” (moadim) literally means "appointed times." 

God has carefully planned and orchestrated the timing and sequence of each of these seven 

feasts to reveal to us His story. 

The seven annual feasts of Israel were spread over seven months of the Jewish calendar, at 

set times appointed by God. 

The Feasts of Israel 

1) Passover (Leviticus 23:5) - Pointed to the Messiah as our Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 

5:7) whose blood would be shed for our sins. Jesus was crucified on the day of 

preparation for the Passover at the same hour that the lambs were being slaughtered for 

the Passover meal that evening. 

Leviticus 23:5 (NKJV)  On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the 
LORD'S Passover.  

1 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)  Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed 
for us.   

2) Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:6) - Pointed to the Messiah's sinless life (as leaven is a 

picture of sin in the Bible), making Him the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Jesus' body 

was in the grave during the first days of this feast, like a kernel of wheat planted and 

waiting to burst forth as the bread of life. 

Leviticus 23:6 (NKJV)  And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven days you must eat unleavened bread. 
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3) Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:6) - Pointed to the Messiah's sinless life (as leaven is 

a picture of sin in the Bible), making Him the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Jesus' body 

was in the grave during the first days of this feast, like a kernel of wheat planted and 

waiting to burst forth as the bread of life. 

Leviticus 23:6 (NKJV)  And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven days you must eat unleavened bread. 

4) First Fruits (Leviticus 23:10) - Pointed to the Messiah's resurrection as the first fruits 

of the righteous. Jesus was resurrected on this very day, which is one of the reasons that 

Paul refers to him in 1 Corinthians 15:20 as the "first fruits from the dead." 

Leviticus 23:10 (NKJV)  "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you 
come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a 

sheaf of the first fruits of 
your harvest to the priest. 

1 Corinthians 15:20 
(NKJV)  But now Christ is 
risen from the dead, and 
has become the first fruits 
of those who have fallen 
asleep. 

5) Weeks or Pentecost 
(Leviticus 23:16) - Occurred 

fifty days after the beginning 

of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread and pointed to the great 

harvest of souls and the gift of 

the Holy Spirit for both Jew 

and Gentile, who would be 

brought into the kingdom of 

God during the Church Age 

(see Acts 2). The Church was 

actually established on this 

day when God poured out His 

Holy Spirit and 3,000 Jews 

responded to Peter's great 

sermon and his first 

proclamation of the gospel. 

Leviticus 23:16 
(NKJV)  Count fifty days to 
the day after the seventh 
Sabbath; then you shall 
offer a new grain offering 
to the LORD. 

Acts 2:1-2 (NKJV) 1  When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. 2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
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6) Trumpets (Leviticus 23:24) - The first of the fall feasts. Many believe this day points 

to the Rapture of the Church when the Messiah Jesus will appear in the heavens as He 

comes for His bride, the Church. The Rapture is always associated in Scripture with the 

blowing of a loud trumpet (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:52). 

Leviticus 23:24 (NKJV)  "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'In the seventh 
month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of 
blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV) 13  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of 
the Lord will by no means 
precede those who are 
asleep. 16  For the Lord 
Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, 
and with the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 
17  Then we who are alive 
and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus 
we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18  Therefore comfort 
one another with these 
words. 

1 Corinthians 15:52 
(NKJV)  in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. 

7) Day of Atonement 
(Leviticus 23:27) - Many 

believe this prophetically 

points to the day of the 

Second Coming of Jesus when He will return to earth. That will be the Day of 

Atonement for the Jewish remnant when they "look upon Him whom they have pierced," 

repent of their sins, and receive Him as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:10 and Romans 

11:1-6, 25-36). 

Leviticus 23:27 (NKJV)  "Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of 
Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and 
offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. 

Zechariah 12:10 (NKJV)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on 
Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, 
and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. 
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Romans 5:8-10 (NKJV) 8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10  For if when we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

Revelation 20:15 (NKJV)  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast 
into the lake of fire. 

8) Tabernacles or Booths (Leviticus 23:34) - Many scholars believe that this feast day 

points to the Lord's promise that He will once again “tabernacle” with His people when 

He returns to reign over all the world (Micah 4:1-7). John 1:14 And the Word (Christ) 

became flesh (human, incarnate) and tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) 

among us; and we [actually] saw His glory (His honor, His majesty), such glory as an 

only begotten son receives from his father, full of grace (favor, loving-kindness) and 

truth. 

Leviticus 23:34 (NKJV)  "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'The fifteenth day of 
this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the LORD. 

John 1:14 (NKJV)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Colossians 2:16-17 (NKJV) 16  So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or 
regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17  which are a shadow of things to 
come, but the substance is of Christ. 

The Jewish Sabbath was the last day of the week, or Saturday; however, Christians normally 

worship on Sunday because it is the first of the week and the day of Christ’s resurrection. 

According to the apostle Paul, the day was observed “in honor of the Lord” (Rom 14:6). For 

the apostle, this was no longer about the law but about personal conviction. But keep in 

mind that the day was instituted for man, and a day of rest is good for the body and soul. 

Exodus 31:15 (NKJV)  Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath 
of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall 
surely be put to death. 

Exodus 20:8 (NKJV)  "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Mark 2:27 (NKJV)  And He said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath. 

Is there a day which believers should set aside to worship the Lord? There is one day - the 

first day of the week. That is the day on which Jesus rose from the dead, and it is also the 

day He chose to meet with His disciples after His resurrection. This was not a Sabbath day, 

or a rest day, it was a day of ceaseless activity. 

The Lord Jesus was very busy on the resurrection day. The false conception of so many is 

that Sunday is the Christian Sabbath, and since the Sabbath is a day of rest, the Sabbath laws 

are applied to Sunday. This has resulted in untold harm. 
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The average Christian, instead of making the Lord’s Day one of service, has made it one of 

rest and feasting. That is not the purpose of the Lord’s Day. Christians need to wake up and 

to grasp the meaning of this resurrection day. Souls need to be rescued from darkness, and 

only the gospel of Jesus Christ can accomplish this. “Therefore, to him who knows to do 

good and does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). 
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The Tabernacle 

The Exodus tabernacle was “the dwelling place” of God for almost five centuries, 1450-960 

B.C. It was built a few years after the Exodus from Egypt and was the central place of 

worship until it was replaced by Solomon's temple. 

Exodus 26:1 (NKJV)  "Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of 
fine woven linen and blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic designs of 
cherubim you shall weave them.  
1 Kings 6:1 (NKJV)  And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after 
the children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, that he 
began to build the house of the LORD.  
1 Kings 6:38 (NKJV)  And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the 
eighth month, the house was finished in all its details and according to all its plans. 
So he was seven years in building it.  

 It was the portable, scared-tent-dwelling-place of God, where the holy God 

1. Manifested His special glorious presence with the children of Israel, while at the 

same time maintaining barriers and separating Himself from sinful defilements; 

2. Provided a sacrificial ritual for individual and national cleansing from sin; 

3. Taught His people theological lessons and truths concerning sin, forgiveness, and 

His will; 

4. Prefigured the person and work of the Messiah to come, namely, concerning Christ 

and His atoning death on the cross for sinners. 

The tabernacle's unique design and exact dimensions, as well as the choice of materials to 

be used, were completely dictated and specified by God to Moses, while he met with God 

for the forty days and nights on Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:18- 31:18). The specifications for the 

tabernacle are found in seven Old Testament chapters (Ex. 25-31), and its construction is 

described in six additional chapters (Ex. 35-40). One chapter (Num. 4) deals with 

transporting the tabernacle. The epistle to the Hebrews further devotes three New Testament 

chapters to the tabernacle. It further clarifies that the earthly tabernacle built by Moses, and 

its service and ritual, were copies of heavenly things (Heb. 9:23,24). The priesthood 

consisted of one high priest, Aaron, the brother of Moses, and Aaron's sons (Ex. 29:1-9). It 

was a hereditary office. 

The Mosaic tent-dwelling-place of God represented visually, to the children of Israel, the 

unseen, heavenly tabernacle, wherein God truly manifested His glorious, divine presence 

and remained totally apart from sin, and wherein He later received the blood of Christ as 

the everlasting sacrifice of sin. Therein Christ, as the eternal High Priest, sits at the right 

hand of the Father and always lives to make intercession for believers. 

Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV)  Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who 
come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.  
Hebrews 9:11 (NKJV)  But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, 
with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation.  
Hebrews 9:24-26 (NKJV) 24  For Christ has not entered the holy places made with 
hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us; 25  not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest 
enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another-- 26  He then would have 
had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the 
ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
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Although He was not from the tribe of Levi like Aaron, Christ (of Judah) was independently 

appointed by God as our High Priest; and He was so anointed, as was Melchizedek to whom 

Abraham gave tithes (Heb. 7:11-17; cf. Gen. 14:18-20). See Christ here as our true eternal 

High Priest. 

The First Temple 

The First Temple was built in the 10th century B.C. by King Solomon, according to the 

Hebrew Bible (1 Kings 5-9).  

1 Kings 5:3-5 (NKJV) 3  You know how my father David could not build a house for 
the name of the LORD his God because of the wars which were fought against him 
on every side, until the LORD put his foes under the soles of his feet. 4  But now the 
LORD my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor evil 
occurrence. 5  And behold, I propose to build a house for the name of the LORD my 
God, as the LORD spoke to my father David, saying, "Your son, whom I will set on 
your throne in your place, he shall build the house for My name."  

The land on which Solomon built the temple had been acquired by King David, Solomon's 

father, who thought to build a grand temple himself. But the Lord rejected David's ambition 

because of the king's sins and the job passed to the son.  

The land David chose, a threshing floor, was associated with Moriah, where the patriarch 

Abraham brought his son Isaac for sacrifice (Genesis 22:14).  

Genesis 22:14 (NKJV)  And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-
Provide; as it is said to this day, "In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided."  

(In the Bible, the mount is also referred to as “Zion,” a name that eventually came to 

encompass the entire Land of Israel.) That too is a tradition shared by the three great 

monotheistic religions. Other than that, and a few other minor references to the site in the 

Bible, however, there is no obvious explanation why Solomon built his temple here.  

What is clear is that the Temple was meant to be a permanent residence for the Ark of the 

Covenant, which held the stone tablets of the law Moses received on Mt. Sinai, and which 

traveled with the Israelites during their journey through the desert.  

The precise location of Solomon’s Temple, the First Temple, on the mount is not known. 

Large numbers of items that date to the First Temple period have been found.  

The Temple was meant to serve as a single facility for the United Monarchy, where 

sacrifices to God would take place, and where, in the Holy of Holies, an elaborate chamber 

in the innermost sanctum of the Temple, God’s presence was said to dwell. After the single 

monarchy split into the distinct kingdoms of Judah and Israel, which happened, according 

to the Bible, under Solomon’s son Rehoboam, there was again a duplication of temples, as 

new unauthorized altars were erected in Israel, at Dan, in the north, and Bethel, in the south.  

After Israel was conquered in about 720 B.C, and its 10 tribes driven into exile, Solomon's 

Temple sustained several attacks by foreign powers before finally, in 586 B.C, being totally 

destroyed by the army of Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king. The residents of Judah 

were sent into a short-lived exile, in what is present-day Iraq.  

With the fall of Babylon, the Persian emperor Cyrus the Great allowed the Jews to return to 

the Land of Israel, beginning in 538. A rebuilt temple was dedicated in 515 B.A.D.; a little-

known precursor to the grand structure called Herod’s Temple.  

The Second Temple 

The Second Temple or 'Herod's Temple', as culturally known, was an expanded and 

significantly upgraded structure whose construction was led by the half-Jewish, half-

Edumean Herod, the Roman-appointed king of Judea. 
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Finished in about 20 B.C., the extravagant edifice stood less than a century. The first Jewish 

Revolt began in 66 A.D. and in 70 A.D., the Roman general (later emperor) Titus looted the 

Temple and leveled it.  

Luke 2:41-48 (NKJV) 41  His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 
Passover. 42  And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according 
to the custom of the feast. 43  When they had finished the days, as they returned, the 
Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; 
44  but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day's journey, and 
sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45  So when they did not find 
Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46  Now so it was that after three days 
they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to 
them and asking them questions. 47  And all who heard Him were astonished at His 
understanding and answers. 48  So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His 
mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I 
have sought You anxiously." 

Mark 13:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Then as He went out of the temple, one of His disciples said to 
Him, "Teacher, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!" 2  And Jesus 
answered and said to him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be 
left upon another, that shall not be thrown down."  

Following the destruction of the Second Temple during the First Revolt and the subsequent 

destruction of Jerusalem itself, accompanied by the exile of its inhabitants, during the 

Second Jewish Revolt, in 132-135, Judaism made a sharp turn from being a temple-based 

religion that relied on daily sacrifices. It became a mobile faith that revolved around law 

and prayer, and whose members soon spread out around the Mediterranean basin, and later 

to more distant points. The synagogue replaced the single Temple, but recalled the sanctuary 

by always being physically oriented in the direction of Jerusalem. Prayer took the place of 

animal sacrifices.  

Jews still mourn the destruction of the Temple, principally on Tisha B’av (the Ninth of the 

month of Av), the date traditionally associated with the destruction of both the First and 

Second Temples, and other catastrophes that befell the people. 

There is absolute proof that the present site of the Jewish "Wailing Wall" in Jerusalem is 

NOT any part of the Temple that existed in the time of Herod and Jesus. In fact, that 

particular location that the Jewish authorities have accepted represents the Western Wall of 

an early Roman fortress (finally built and enlarged by Herod the Great). King Herod called 

it Fort Antonia, after the famous Mark Anthony who lived at the end of the first century 

before Christ. 

The Third Temple  

Jeremiah 33:14-18 (NKJV) 14  'Behold, the days are coming,' says the LORD, 'that I will 
perform that good thing which I have promised to the house of Israel and to the 
house of Judah: 15  'In those days and at that time I will cause to grow up to David A 
Branch of righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. 
16  In those days Judah will be saved, And Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the 
name by which she will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.' 17  "For thus 
says the LORD: 'David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of 
Israel; 18  nor shall the priests, the Levites, lack a man to offer burnt offerings before 
Me, to kindle grain offerings, and to sacrifice continually.' "  

This passage speaks about the Messianic Age when all Israel will be saved and restored to 

the Land of Israel. At that time, a righteous descendant of David, the Messiah, will sit on 

the throne in Jerusalem, and the Temple will again stand complete with its Levitical 

priesthood. If this is to be a future reality, is there any sign of preparation for a third Temple 

in Israel today? 
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The New Testament tells of several important episodes in the life of Jesus that took place in 

the precinct of the Second Temple. It is the very spot from which the Prophet Muhammad 

is said to have begun his Night Journey to Heaven, in the 7th century.  

Since the temple was reduced to rubble in 70 AD, the City of David was then lost to weeds 

and abandonment. As time passed, no one knew where it really was. And since the 

Stronghold of Zion was in the City of David, Zion had vanished as well. The City of David 

was gone; its walls were no more-and the huge clue for the temple being located by the 

threshing floor was erased from history as well. And when something has vanished that held 

such huge importance, people will stick a flag of indelible proclamation in the ground and 

make said declaration purely out of need. When you go to the Holy City today, road signs 

will point to the upper city and the signs read “Zion,” with an arrow pointing away from the 

real, original location of Zion in the City of David. 

With no Temple in Jerusalem, the Jewish people now worship the God of Israel in their 

local community synagogues and in the study of Torah. Instead of offering animal sacrifices, 

they now offer Tefillah (prayer), Teshuvah (repentance), and Tzedakah (charity). 

Many think that animal sacrifices have been done away with forever, but according to Bible 

prophecy, this simply isn’t so.  The Lord tells the Prophet Ezekiel that in a future Temple, 

the prescribed sacrifices will be offered: 

Ezekiel 42:13 (NKJV)  Then he said to me, "The north chambers and the south 
chambers, which are opposite the separating courtyard, are the holy chambers where 
the priests who approach the LORD shall eat the most holy offerings. There they 
shall lay the most holy offerings--the grain offering, the sin offering, and the trespass 
offering--for the place is holy. 

What Does the Bible Say? 

Below are three of the many Bible verses which proves that the temple was in the City of 

David. 

2 Samuel 5:7: “Nevertheless, David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city 
of David.” 

Zion is undoubtedly within the City of David.  

Joel 3:17: “So shall you know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy 
mountain.” 

My holy mountain, (temple) is in Zion within the City of David.  

Joel 2:1: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain” 

There is also Hezekiah’s Tunnel, which was discovered in 1880 by some adventurous boys. 

2 Chronicles 32:30 (NKJV)  This same Hezekiah also stopped the water outlet of 
Upper Gihon, and brought the water by tunnel to the west side of the City of David. 
Hezekiah prospered in all his works.  

The Bible clearly teaches that a new temple - which will be called The Third Temple - will 

be built in the future. The First Temple was the one that Solomon built and which was 

destroyed in 586 BC. The Second Temple (516 BC to 70 AD) was built after the Jews 

returned from Babylonian captivity. The platform on which it sat was greatly expanded and 

beautified by King Herod, as was the temple itself, but since the sacrifices were never 

stopped during this renovation and expansion, the new temple was still considered to be the 

Second Temple. 

'The Third Temple will exist during the Great Tribulation. Daniel refers to this temple when 

he says that "the prince who is to come" (the Antichrist) will enter it and stop the sacrifices 

in the middle of the Tribulation.  

Daniel 9:27 (NKJV)  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But 
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in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the 
wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the 
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate." 

The Apostle Paul mentions it when he declares that the "man of lawlessness" will profane 

the temple by entering it and declaring himself to be God. 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NKJV) 3  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day 
will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the 
son of perdition, 4  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that 
is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 
God.  

The Third Temple is also mentioned in the book of Revelation when John is told to measure 

it. 

Revelation 11:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the 
angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who 
worship there. 2  But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 
measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city 
underfoot for forty-two months.  

To summarize, there is definitely going to be a third temple. The Antichrist will desecrate 

this temple in the middle of the Tribulation. 

The Third Temple will be destroyed at the Second Coming of Jesus. The great earthquake 

at that time will radically change the topography of Jerusalem and all the earth (Revelation 

6:12-17). 

Revelation 6:12-17 (NKJV) 12  I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, 
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became like blood. 13  And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14  Then the sky receded as a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 
15  And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the 
mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the 
rocks of the mountains, 16  and said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide 
us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
17  For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 

In Jerusalem it will result in the provision of a very large level area where the Millennial 

Temple will be constructed. This is the temple from which Jesus will reign over all the earth.  

(Ezekiel 40-46)  
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In the Old Testament order, God made the shedding of animal blood a picture of Christ's 

New Testament payment for man's sins. Only Christ's unique sacrifice would be sufficient 

to pay the penalty for the sins of all who trust Him through the ages (Heb. 9:11-14). 

After Adam and Eve had sinned, they made aprons of fig leaves to cover the shame of their 

sin (Gen. 3:7; cf. Gal. 6:7). However, God replaced those aprons with coats of skins (Gen. 

3:21). It is thus shown that human works are not an acceptable covering for sin; blood must 

be shed, and that blood eventually would be Christ's. 

Cain and Abel also brought their sacrificial offerings; but Cain's self-grown vegetables were 

unacceptable, while Abel's offering of a lamb was accepted (Gen. 4:1-7). All of this pointed 

to the coming of Christ who would give His life and shed His blood for the sins of the world, 

inviting all to partake, by faith, in the benefits of this offering. John the Baptist saw and 

understood this when he said, pointing to Jesus, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). 

God's law pertaining to the offerings are filled with spiritual lessons and benefits for the 

believer. These lessons and the patterns of the offerings constantly point to Christ and His 

offering of Himself on the cross (1 Pet. 1:18-20). 

1. Offerings to the LORD 

2. Whole Burnt Offerings: Devotion 

3. Grain and Drink Offerings: Thanksgiving 

4. Peace Offerings: Fellowship 

5. Sin of Ignorance Offerings: Righting Wrongs 

6. Trespass Offerings: Forgiveness 

7. Special Offerings 

Offerings to the LORD (Leviticus 17:1-12) 

As we meditate upon the sacrificial order which God laid down in the Old Testament Law, 

we fall on our knees anew to worship the Lord, to beg His forgiveness, to seek His approval, 

to await His sending us forth, and to expect His future blessing. We enter the court of His 

tabernacle, having His praises on our lips and Christ as our Lamb. 

(1) God's regulations for worship by sacrifice applied to all members of the covenant 

community of Israel (vv. 1,2). The high priest was specifically included, as were the 

other priests. No one was above God's law in Israel, unlike Egypt, where Pharaoh 

was a self-declared god. The worship of God is to be performed by all, according to 

His revealed will. 

(2) God's ceremonial worship was coupled with His call for obedience to His law, both 

ceremonial (Lev. 17) and moral (Lev. 18). The sacrifices, coupled with faith, made 

atonement for the broken law of God. 

(3) Sacrifices had to be made at the tabernacle (vv. 3,4,8,9). God desired that Israel's 

worship be focused on His requirements for the forgiveness of sins. Their energy 

was not to be consumed by endless arguments as to where and how they should 

worship. It was clear that all sacrifices would take place at the tabernacle. This 

requirement also kept the Israelites from the temptation to join in idolatrous 

Canaanite sacrifices at the Baal groves. 

(4) God's worship system brought peace to the human heart (v.5). 

(5) Those coming to God came through the divinely appointed agent (v.6). God had 

appointed a priesthood to sprinkle the blood on the altar and to burn the sacrifice. 

(6) Idol worship was forbidden (v.7). The Lord clearly and forever forbade mixing His 

sacrifices with sacrifices made to idols, animals, and demons: “You shall have no 

other gods before Me” (Ex. 20:3). 
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(7) The shed blood made the “atonement for the soul” (vv. 10-12). Prefiguring the death 

of Christ by fourteen centuries, the Mosaic Law made it clear that this life-giving 

substance was to be the means of man's atonement. 

Whole Burnt Offerings: Devotion (Leviticus 1:3-17) 

The Hebrew words for the whole burnt offering (v.3) are olah and kalil (Deut. 33:10). The 

former means “that which goes up,” and signifies that the burnt offering entirely ascended 

up to God, except for the skin of a bull or the discarded crop and feathers of a bird (vv. 

6,16). The latter means “that which is complete or perfect,” and speaks of this offering as 

being devoted wholly to God. In case of other sacrifices, the meat went to the priests and 

Levites. This offering thus represented complete devotion. 

(1) God clearly prescribed that even this whole burnt offering must be offered only at 

His tabernacle, by His priests, and in accordance with His instructions (vv. 3-9). 

True religion cannot be invented by man. 

(2) The offering of a male without defect reminds us that we ought to give our best to 

God. The perfect male represents Christ (v.3). 

(3) The offerer laid his hand on the head of the sacrifice and it became an atonement on 

his behalf (v.4). The Hebrew word kippur, “covering” or “atonement,” shows that 

here too there is a covering of sin by the sacrifice of the animal. The atonement of 

Christ for the believer was vicarious - one suffering in another's place (2 Cor. 5:21). 

(4) The blood was offered up to God by sprinkling it around the altar (v.5) The blood 

was not to be thought of as discarded, for it made the atonement for sin (Lev. 17:11). 

Thus, Christ saw His own bleeding at Calvary as “the new covenant in My blood” 

(1 Cor. 11:25). 

(5) The burnt offering, by being consumed entirely, symbolized one who desired to be 

entirely consecrated or rededicated to the Lord (vv. 7-9; cf. Rom. 12:1,2). It reminds 

us of this goal and need in our lives to be wholly His. 

(6) Every morning and evening a whole burnt offering of a lamb was to be offered up 

to the Lord for the congregation (Num. 28:1-4). This speaks of our need to rekindle 

daily our devotion to the Lord. 

(7) A choice of burnt offerings could be made - bull, sheep, goat, turtledoves, or pigeons 

(vv. 2,5,10,14). Here we remember that God sees our limitations, and provides for 

the lowly and the one too poor to bring a great gift. Whatever we give, however, it 

is to be wholly given to the Lord. 

Grain and Drink Offerings: Thanksgiving (Leviticus 2:1-16) 

Grain and drink offerings expressed gratitude to God for His life-giving provision for His 

people. The Hebrew word minchah is best translated “grain offering.” The King James 

Version rendered it “meat offering,” meaning “food offering.” Today people may 

inadvertently take this to be animal's flesh, which it is not. This offering consisted of flour, 

usually baked into unleavened cakes with olive oil, incense, salt, and wine added. Psalm 

104:15 singles out these three items in singing praises to the Lord's bounteous and all-wise 

provision for mankind's needs and refreshment. 

(1) The grain was the staff of life for nourishment. 

(2) The olive oil had many uses, including fuel for light and use in cooking. 

(3) The juice of the grape provided a pleasant, sweet drink. 

We could have survived on grain and water, but God in His kindness ordered a better menu 

for His human creatures. These sacrifices thank Him for this. Grain and drink offerings were 

not given as atonement for sin, but as an expression of gratitude by the people for God's 

provision of food. 
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The three national annual grain offerings were: 

(1) The showbread. Twelve cakes representing the unity of the tribes were baked fresh 

each week and placed in the tabernacle (Lev. 24:5-9). 

(2) The first fruits. The first sheaf of the early barely was waved before the Lord on the 

second day of Passover. The Feast of Pentecost was celebrated on the fiftieth day 

after the second day of the Feast of Passover (Lev. 23:10-14). 

(3) Two baked loaves. At Pentecost they gave thanks to God for the full and now 

complete harvest (Lev. 23:15-18). 

Note the following lessons for our time: 

(1) The oil on the flour symbolizes the Holy Spirit giving unity; the frankincense imparts 

a pleasing aroma to it (vv. 1,2). such unity in His children is indeed a pleasing aroma 

to the Lord. 

(2) This gift from God's people provided the physical food for God's servants to live 

(v.3). Such provision is still made today. 

(3) That it was to be unleavened (vv. 4,11) spoke of separation for sin, which 

characterized all that was done on behalf of God. 

(4) Man himself was forbidden to offer up his own gift at the tabernacle; it had to be 

offered by the priests (vv.8,9). Even to thank God properly a mediator is necessary, 

and that Mediator is Christ (1 Tim. 2:5). 

(5) Note that even the portion that went to the priests is called “most holy” (v.10). It 

would have been easy for the donor to think that this portion, not offered by fire to 

the Lord, was a wasted portion. Thus we learn that what we give to His servants is 

given as if to Him directly (Matt. 25:40). 

(6) The salt is said to be “the salt of the covenant” (v.13), a reminder that thanksgiving 

to God, merely for His bounty in rains and harvests, is not enough. Thanksgiving to 

God must be connected always with heartfelt gratitude for God's deliverance for sin, 

and for His taking those who are forgiven into covenant relationship as His people 

(1 Cor. 11:25). 

Peace Offerings: Fellowship (Leviticus 3:1-17) 

“Sacrifice of peace,” zebach shalomim (v.1), literally “sacrifice [singular] of peaces 

[plural],” refers to various offerings presented by loving and thankful hearts, grateful for the 

peace and blessing that God has bestowed upon individuals and families. The blood was 

sprinkled around the altar, and the fat and entrails were burned for the sacrifice. Then the 

meat was shared by the priests and the family of the one making the offering, as a love feast 

of contentment for the Lord's blessing. It expressed the believer's fellowship with God. 

Peace offerings could be of several types: 

(1) Thanksgiving (Lev. 7:12). Gratitude to God was expressed for some recent blessings. 

(2) Vow (Lev. 7:16). This offering commemorated the making or completion of a vow 

made to Jehovah. 

(3) Freewill (Lev. 7:16). The offering was without any specific reason, but out of the 

sheer delight in being in fellowship with the Lord and knowing His peace. 

Lessons which can be applied to the New Testament believer include the following: 

(1) The sacrifice of joy was not restricted to a male animal, since it did not directly 

portray Christ on the cross (v.1). 

(2) The blood sprinkled around the altar signifies today that even our peace and 

prosperity in daily life depends first on Christ's blood having been shed for our sins 

(v.2). 
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(3) God, who demanded a sacrifice without defect (v.1), called for the burning of only 

the inedible portion, and left the good meat to be eaten by His people. This shows 

that peace and fellowship here flow two ways. God is good (Lev. 2:3). 

(4) “A sweet aroma to the LORD” shows that the Lord delights in the well-being of His 

people, and in their proper expression of love and gratitude to Him for His care (v.5). 

(5) “Male or female... without blemish” (v.6) demonstrates that, despite certain 

sacrifices specified as male, femaleness was never regarded by God as a defect. 

Sin of Ignorance Offerings: Righting Wrongs (Leviticus 4:1-35) 

The Mosaic Law consisted of both moral commandments and ceremonial directions, which 

were often given in great detail. It was not difficult for even the sincerest of God's followers 

to violate one of these ceremonial laws occasionally. In lovingkindness God made special 

provision for the forgiveness, cleansing, and restoration of one who inadvertently broke His 

law. 

Lessons to be learned include the following: 

(1) God, the moral judge of the universe, makes a distinction between those who 

unintentionally violate His statues and those who intentionally trample them 

(v.2).Thus, the one who willfully gathered sticks on the Sabbath, who  defied God 

openly soon after the commandment was issued, was stoned (Num. 15:25-36). By 

grace, however, in the trespass offering (see Point 36- F, Leviticus 6:1-7, “Trespass 

Offerings: Forgiveness”) there is mercy for the penitent (Heb. 12:5-11). 

(2) Even unintentional violations of God's law are still regarded as sin, for which there 

must be atonement. 

(3) Even God's faithful people sin, whether intentionally or unintentionally (v.3). God 

knows their limitations, but does not lower His holy standards. Nor does He make 

exceptions for His specially anointed people. On the contrary, their liability is 

greater (James 3:1); but He provides for their cleansing and restoration (1 John 1:9). 

(4) The requirement to sprinkle the blood seven times before the veil, and to place blood 

on the horns of the altar of incense referred particularly to a sacrifice for an 

unintentional sin of the high priest - for example, if he defiled himself by touching 

a dead body or by eating an unclean item. The mediator-priest of the people had to 

be cleansed before he could serve. 

(5) The enormity of the sin of the high priest would be dramatized to the people by 

requiring that the flesh, head, legs, and entrails be burned outside the camp (vv. 

11,12). These were totally unclean, and, as a symbol of sin, had to be utterly removed 

from the presence of God and His people. Thus Christ our High Priest carried our 

sins outside the camp (Jerusalem) at Calvary. Unlike the Old Testament high priest, 

He was without sin, but He was made “to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21; cf. Heb. 13:11-13). 

(6) A whole congregation could sin corporately (vv. 13:21). When this was discovered 

- looking back over the past year or years - the elders had to take the necessary steps 

for forgiveness, and right the wrong. 

(7) Leaders (v.22) and common people (v.27) were not exempt from the consequences 

of unintentional sins. It is not enough merely to forget about it, and turn over a new 

leaf; forgiveness must be sought, and amends must be made. 

Trespass Offerings: Forgiveness (Leviticus 6:1-7) 

Trespass offerings pertain to acts committed willfully against one's fellow man, while are 

also against the Lord - such as robbery, fraud, embezzlement, theft, extortion, or retaining 

property unlawfully. All of these sins involve apparent guilt - plainly breaking God's law, 

whether willfully or through yielding to temptation. Observe also. 
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(1) Sins of cheating one's spiritual brother are also trespasses against God (vv. 2,6). 

(2) Not only must divine pardon be sought, but God demands that restitution to be made, 

plus one-fifth interest and penalty (vv. 4,5) 

(3) From the dual requirements here presented, that is, to seek forgiveness from both 

God and man, we conclude: 

(a) One who makes restitution to one's neighbor, and who does not make peace with 

God, remains unforgiven. 

(b) One who offers sacrifice to God, but fails to restore the loss to his brother, 

remains unforgiven. 

(4) True inward conversion, such as in the case of Zacchaeus, is expressed by a sincere 

outward effort to make amends for wrongs (Luke 19:8-10). 

(5) Having made restitution and sought God's forgiveness, one must then by faith accept 

God's forgiveness, and should no longer harbor feelings of guilt (Eph. 1:7). 

(6) How kind God is to His people to provide for forgiveness of even willful sins! 

Therefore we also are to forgive one another (Eph. 4:32). 

(7) How available Christ is today to forgive, cleanse, and give a new life and new 

direction to those who flee to Him for forgiveness of their trespasses and guilt (Rom. 

4:5-8; cf. Ps. 32:1,2). 

Special Offerings (Leviticus 12:6-8) 

The following special sacrifices are of particular interest, and convey vital and touching 

lessons to the believer: 

(1) Mary and Joseph, according to Luke 2:22-24, offered a pair of turtledoves or 

pigeons, after the birth of Jesus, to comply with verse 6. While in Leviticus both a 

lamb and a bird (turtledove or pigeon) are commanded, if one had no lamb or could 

not afford one, one could instead bring a second bird. This was the case with Mary 

and Joseph, as described by Luke. Their poverty was evident in that they were only 

able and required to bring turtledoves. 

(2) The sacrifice of the red heifer, a female cow (Num. 19:1-13), required that the ashes 

of this offering be placed in water. This water then become the water of cleansing, 

and was sprinkled on anyone who became ceremonially defiled by touching dead 

body. We note that even cleansing by water must be based on prior sacrifice of blood 

(Heb. 9:22). 

(3) The Passover Sacrifice, on the fourteenth day of the first month of the religious 

calendar - March/April (Lev. 23:5) - was to be a lamb for a household (Ex. 12:3). 

This was a family sacrifice. The blood of the lamb was applied to the doorposts of 

each family dwelling to save the firstborn from the plague (Ex. 12:7-13). This slain 

lamb was a type of Christ (Rev. 5:5-13). 

(4) The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur, “Day of Covering”) occurs on the tenth day 

of the seventh month of the sacred calendar - September/ October (Lev. 23:27). On 

this day two goats were brought before the high priest and the congregation. 

(a) One was selected, by lot, for death. Its blood was sprinkled within the veil, upon 

the ark, as an atonement for the sins of the people. 

(b) The second was the “scapegoat.” The sins of the people were confessed over it. 

It was then led off to be lost in wilderness, showing that sins confessed and 

atoned for were now removed from God's sight (Lev. 16:7-10; cf. Ps. 1-3:12). 
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Messianic Psalms 

“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they 

which testify of Me” (John 5:39). In the King James Version this verse reads like a 

command, “Search the Scriptures”; in the New King James Version and other versions it 

reads like a statement of fact, “You search the Scriptures.” Both the translations are valid. 

We may perceive it as both command and a statement of fact. We are to search the Old 

Testament books; for in them Christ is revealed unto us in type and prophesy. He is the 

theme of the Old Testament from Genesis to Malachi. 

Christ is the center and principal subject of this messianic psalm, and it is so interpreted by 

the Lord Jesus Himself.  Matthew tells us that, on one occasion, He entered the temple and 

drove out the religious commercializers. Jesus said to them, “It is written, 'My house shall 

be called a house of prayer,' but you have made it 'a den of thieves'” (Matt. 21:13). After 

cleansing the temple of merchants, He brought in the lame and blind, healed them and 

blessed them. Now when the children saw the miracles, their voices rang out in the temple, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matt 21:15). Hosanna means “Save now” (Ps. 118:25). In 

other words, the children in the temple were calling upon the Messiah to deliver them now. 

The chief priests and scribes looked on in religious silence and contempt, ignorant of the 

fact that this was the fulfillment of verse Psalm 8:2. They said to Jesus, “Do You hear what 

these are saying?” (Matt. 21:16). They were shocked because children proclaimed Him to 

be the proclaimed Messiah. Then Jesus quoted verse Psalm 8:2: “Yes, Have you never read, 

'Out of the mouth of the babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise'?” (Matt. 

21:12-16). God used the children in the temple to exalt the Messiah and fulfill the messianic 

prophecy. 

1. The Messiah Exalted Psalm 8:1-9 

2. The Messiah Rejected Psalm 118:22-29 

3. The Messiah Forsaken Psalm 69: 1-21 

4. The Messiah Crucified Psalm 22:1-31 

5. The Messiah Resurrected Psalm 16:1 

6. The Messiah as High Priest Psalm 110:1-7 

7. The Messiah as King of Kings Psalm 2:1-12 

The Covenant God 

A contract or agreement between two parties. In the Old Testament the Hebrew word berith 

is always thus translated. Berith is derived from a root which means "to cut," and hence a 

covenant is a "cutting," with reference to the cutting or dividing of animals into two parts, 

and the contracting parties passing between them, in making a covenant (Gen 15; Jer 34:18, 

19). 

The corresponding word in the New Testament Greek is diatheke, which is, however, 

rendered "testament" generally in the Authorized Version. It ought to be rendered, just as 

the word berith of the Old Testament, "covenant." 

The word is used with reference to God's revelation of himself in the way of promise or of 

favor to men. Here is the first mention of the word Berith. 

Genesis 6:18 (NKJV)  But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go 
into the ark--you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you. 

This is the covenant God made with Noah. 

Genesis 9:12 (NKJV)  And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant which I make 
between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual 
generations: 

Then God makes a covenant with Abraham 

Genesis 15:18 (NKJV)  On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 
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saying: "To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the River Euphrates- 

The God makes a covenant with Moses and with Israel. 

Exodus 34:27 (NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write these words, for 
according to the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with 
Israel." 

There are more covenants, but we are just covering a few to get the foundation for what I 

need to teach you next. 

Leviticus 26:42 (NKJV)  then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and My 
covenant with Isaac and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will 
remember the land.  

Let us study the covenant God made with Moses and Israel now. 

Deuteronomy 5:2 (NKJV)  The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 

Mount Horeb, is the mountain at which the book of Deuteronomy in the Hebrew Bible states 

that the Ten Commandments were given to Moses by God.  

It was also the place that they made and worshipped the Golden calf. 

Psalm 106:19 (NKJV)  They made a calf in Horeb, And worshiped the molded image.  

As far as the overarching narrative in the Hebrew bible is concerned, Mount Sinai and 

Mount Horeb are the same mountain; they each identify the location where God formed his 

covenant with Israel after their escape from Egypt. 

Exodus 34:27-28 (NKJV) 27  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write these words, for 
according to the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with 
Israel." 28  So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate 
bread nor drank water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the 
Ten Commandments.  

Exodus 31:18 (NKJV)  And when He had made an end of speaking with him on 
Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written 
with the finger of God. 

The Lord told them over and over not to break this covenant, or to make any other covenant 

with other Gods. 

Exodus 19:5 (NKJV)  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth 
is Mine.  
 
Exodus 34:12-15 (NKJV) 12  Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land where you are going, lest it be a snare in your midst. 13  But 
you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden 
images 14  (for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, 
is a jealous God), 15  lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and 
they play the harlot with their gods and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them 
invites you and you eat of his sacrifice,  

Leviticus 26:15-16 (NKJV) 15  and if you despise My statutes, or if your soul abhors My 
judgments, so that you do not perform all My commandments, but break My 
covenant, 16  I also will do this to you: I will even appoint terror over you, wasting 
disease and fever which shall consume the eyes and cause sorrow of heart. And you 
shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.  

Deuteronomy 17:2-5 (NKJV) 2  "If there is found among you, within any of your gates 
which the LORD your God gives you, a man or a woman who has been wicked in the 
sight of the LORD your God, in transgressing His covenant, 3  who has gone and 
served other gods and worshiped them, either the sun or moon or any of the host of 
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heaven, which I have not commanded, 4  and it is told you, and you hear of it, then 
you shall inquire diligently. And if it is indeed true and certain that such an 
abomination has been committed in Israel, 5  then you shall bring out to your gates 
that man or woman who has committed that wicked thing, and shall stone to death 
that man or woman with stones.  

So as you can see, our Heavenly Father was serious about His covenant. This particular 

covenant was like a marriage covenant to God. Unfortunately, it was not a happy marriage 

as the old testament reveals and as was acted out in the life of Hosea. God often had to put 

away his unfaithful wife, in fact God divorced her. This effectively ended the covenant He 

made with her. Then the Lord spoke through Jeremiah through a prophecy, 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NKJV) 31  "Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah-- 
32  not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they 
broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. 33  But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. 34  No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man 
his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of 
them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no more." 

This is the only time a new covenant is mentioned in the Old Testament. Let us look at this 

passage in the new testament. 

Hebrews 8:8-13 (NKJV) 8  Because finding fault with them, He says: "Behold, the days 
are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah-- 9  not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of 
Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says 
the LORD. 10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 11  None of them shall 
teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for all shall know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them. 12  For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more." 
13  In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

The Grafting 

Who is the covenant made with? The house of Israel and the House of Judah. This is very 

important. Then how do you and I, those who are not the biological offspring of Israel fit 

in? 

Romans 11:11-24 (NKJV) 11  I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? 
Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come 
to the Gentiles. 12  Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for 
the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 13  For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch 
as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14  if by any means I may 
provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15  For if their 
being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life 
from the dead? 16  For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is 
holy, so are the branches. 17  And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, 
being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a 
partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18  do not boast against the branches. 
But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports 
you. 19  You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in." 
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20  Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not 
be haughty, but fear. 21  For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not 
spare you either. 22  Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those 
who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. 
Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23  And they also, if they do not continue in 
unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24  For if you were 
cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature 
into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be 
grafted into their own olive tree? 

The Apostle Paul likens Israel to the natural branches of a cultivated olive tree. This 

symbolizes the first covenant. You and I, the Gentile believers, are likened to the branches 

of a wild olive tree. 

The natural branches (Israel) were broken off, and the wild branches (Gentiles) were grafted 

in (verse 17). You and I, through this, have been made partakers of the promises and inherit 

the blessings of God’s salvation. So, we are “grafted” into the “olive tree” and nourished by 

the “root”, the promises to Abraham.  

The tree thus signifies the collective people of God; the “wild branches” grafted in are 

Gentile believers; the “natural branches” that are cut off are the Jews in unbelief. Jewish 

believers remain in the tree but are joined with Gentiles and “made” into a “new body,”. 

Ephesians 2:11-22 (NKJV) 11  Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the 
flesh--who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the 
flesh by hands-- 12  that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. 13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14  For He Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 
15  having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus 
making peace, 16  and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through 
the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17  And He came and preached peace 
to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18  For through Him we both 
have access by one Spirit to the Father. 19  Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, 20  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 21  in whom the whole building, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22  in whom you also are being 
built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  

 in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ 

 so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace 

 members of the household of God, 

We will end by going to a portion we read from Hebrews. 

Hebrews 8:13 (NKJV)  In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first 
obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.  

This will vanish away when both houses are reunited and gathered to Him. Once we orient 

ourselves to see the history of man through God’s covenant of marriage with Israel, 

 About how their unfaithfulness caused a split; the house of Israel and the House of 

Judah, 

 About how God divorced the House of Israel, and not Judah, although Judah was 

not much better 

 About how God without breaking His own laws of divorce found a way to restore 

His marriage through a New Covenant. 



Page 91 of 158 

 How we who were Godless, are now adopted to God’s family. 

 How He will gather both us along with them, a process we call rapture. 

In other words, from God’s point of view, He is gathering us and them to him. If you are 

alive at this time, then the process is called Harpazo, which can mean “to carry off by force”, 

“to snatch out or away”. This is commonly called the rapture, but as we shall see in our 

further studies, rapture is the process God uses to gather those who are living at the time of 

His gathering. 

Revelation of God in the Old Testament 

Jehovah-Elohiym The Eternal Creator (Genesis 2:4-25)  

Adonai-Jehovah The Lord our Sovereign; Master Jehovah (Genesis 15:2,8)  

Jehovah-Jireh The Lord will see or provide (Genesis 22:8-14)  

Jehovah-Nissi The Lord our banner (Exodus 17:15)  

Jehovah-Rapha The Lord our healer (Exodus 15:26)  

Jehovah-Shalom The Lord our peace (Judges 6:24)  

Jehovah-Tsidqenuw The Lord our righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6; Jeremiah 33:16)  

Jehovah-

Mekaddishkem 

The Lord our sanctifier (Exodus 31:13; Leviticus 20:8; Leviticus 

21:8; Leviticus 22:9,16,32; Ezekiel 20:12)  

Jehovah-Sabaoth The Lord of hosts (1 Samuel 1:3; etc., 284 times)  

Jehovah-Shammah The Lord is present (Ezekiel 48:35)  

Jehovah-Elyown The Lord Most High (Psalm 7:17; Psalm 47:2; Psalm 97:9)  

Jehovah-Rohi The Lord my Shepherd (Psalm 23:1)  

Jehovah-Hoseenu The Lord our Maker (Psalm 95:6)  

Jehovah-Eloheenu The Lord our God (Psalm 99:5,8,9)  

Jehovah-Eloheka The Lord thy God (Exodus 20:2,5,7)  

Jehovah-Elohay The Lord my God (Zech. 14:5) 
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Jesus is the focal point and center of God’s mediatorial kingdom plan. God tasks Jesus with 

bringing this rebellious planet back into perfect conformity with His will (1 Cor 15:24, 28). 

As the ultimate Man, Seed, Israelite, and David, Jesus is the One who reverses the curse, 

defeats Satan, purchases salvation, and restores all things. As the Last Adam, Jesus must 

rule from and over the earth, succeeding in the realm where the first Adam failed. As the 

ultimate David, Jesus the Messiah must rule the world over a united Israel and the nations 

from Jerusalem. As the ultimate Israelite, Jesus is the Servant of the Lord who restores the 

nation Israel and brings blessings to the Gentiles. The basis of Jesus’ kingdom is His 

sacrificial death (Heb 2:9; Rev 5:9). As the Servant of the Lord, Jesus identifies with Israel 

and is the true Israel. 

Because there are two comings of Jesus the Messiah, the kingdom relates to these two 

comings. 

 With Jesus’ earthly ministry He presented the kingdom to Israel and gave foretastes 

and demonstrations of the kingdom with His miracles and exorcisms. 

 With His death, Jesus established the new Covenant. 

 With His resurrection and ascension Jesus sends forth the Holy Spirit to indwell and 

empower His saints to obey God. 

In fulfilment of Psalm 110:1 Jesus is currently at the right hand of the Father where He 

shares the throne of deity and possesses all authority in heaven and earth. 

At His second coming, Jesus will assume His Davidic kingdom reign over the earth for a 

thousand years (see Ps 110:2; Matt 25:31; Rev 3:21; 20:4-6). Then Jesus will receive 

universal recognition and honor in the realm where He was first rejected. This is also a time 

when His saints will be vindicated. While Jesus will reign forever (Rev 11:15), His 

mediatorial kingdom eventually merges into the Father’s eternal kingdom (1 Cor 15:24-28). 

Jesus will forever share the eternal kingdom throne with the Father (Rev 22:3). 

The Cross 

Through His Son's death on the Cross, the great Creator God was dealing with every person's 

sin, suffering and sorrow. Jesus was dying in the place of every individual in the world. 

Receiving personally what He has done on the Cross brings the answer to all our needs. 

1. God Reveals His Power Through the Cross 
"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God" (1Cor 1:18) See also Romans 1:16. 

2. God Shows His Love on The Cross 
"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us" (Rom 5:8). 

3. God Removed Our Sorrows on The Cross 
"Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 

stricken by God, smitten by him and afflicted" (Isa 53:4). 

4. Jesus Took the Punishment for Our Sins on The Cross 
"But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed... 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 

Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa 53: 5,6, 1 Peter 2:24). 

The Blood 

"For the life of a creature is in the blood and I have given it to you to make atonement for 

yourselves ... it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life" (Lev 17:11) 
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When we sin, we earn death. "The wages of sin is death" (Rom 6:23). Jesus paid this penalty 

for us by shedding His blood (dying for us by shedding His blood (dying for us - in our 

place). 

Jesus gave His life (shed His blood) on the Cross for our atonement. This made it possible 

for us to be AT-ONE with God. Jesus' blood means we are no longer His enemy but His 

friend, his sons and daughters. By faith we accept what He did for us. 

What the Blood of Christ Has Brought Us 

1. Purity of Heart 
"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin" (1 Jn 1:7). 

2. Eternal Life 
"Jesus said to them, 'I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 

and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 

"Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and I will raise him up 

at the last day" (John 6:53,54). 

3. Approach to God 
 "But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near 

through the blood of Christ" (Eph 2:13). 

Eternal Life 

One of the most familiar passages of Scripture is John 3:16. It seems like everybody knows 

that verse from a young age, yet I believe it has really been misunderstood and misapplied. 

John 3:16 (NKJV) 16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

Traditionally, this scripture has been used to teach that Jesus came and died for our sins so 

that we wouldn’t perish. As true as this is, this verse is saying that the real purpose of Jesus 

coming to this earth and dying for us was so that we could have everlasting life. It just so 

happened that our sins were a barrier that stood between us and this everlasting life.  

It is true that Jesus did die for our sins, and it is true that if we believe on Jesus, we will not 

perish, but there is much more to the Gospel than that. The real message of the Gospel is 

that God wants to give you everlasting life.    

The night before His crucifixion, Jesus was praying, and He said this, “This is life eternal, 

that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ” (John 17:3)  

This says that everlasting life is knowing the Father, the only true God, and knowing Jesus 

Christ, whom He has sent. That’s what everlasting life is. Many people think that everlasting 

life is living forever. Well, every person lives forever. It’s a misconception to think that 

when a person dies, they cease to exist. The spirit and the soul go back to God. The body 

decays in the grave. The truth is, every person who has ever lived on the face of the earth 

will continue to live in spirit form. So to say that eternal life is living forever is not the whole 

truth-everybody lives forever. This verse makes it very clear that eternal life is not given to 

everyone.  

Some people would say, “Eternal life is living forever in heaven versus living forever in 

hell.” But eternal life is just what Jesus said in John 17:3-to know God and Jesus Christ. It’s 

more than an intellectual knowledge. This word “know” is used throughout Scripture to 

describe the most intimate, personal relationship that you can have.  

The real purpose of salvation is not living forever in heaven, as great as that will be. The 

real purpose of salvation is to have intimacy - a personal relationship with the Lord God. 
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There are multitudes of people who have cried out to God for the forgiveness of their sins 

but have never had intimacy with God as a goal.  

By not explaining the real purpose of salvation, we are doing a disservice to the Gospel. 

When we present salvation as something that deals with just spiritual things that will only 

benefit us in the future, in eternity, we are not helping people. There are some people who 

are living in such a literal hell right now on earth. Many are depressed, living in poverty, 

dealing with strife, rejection, hurt, and failed marriages. People are just trying to survive 

day to day. They are just trying to keep their heads above water. By making salvation 

something that deals only with the future, many people put off that decision because they 

are too busy just trying to survive today.  

The truth is that Jesus not only came to affect our eternal destinies so that we can live forever 

in heaven in blessing instead of the punishment and curse of hell, but Jesus also came to 

deliver us from this present evil world (Gal. 1:4). Jesus came to give you intimacy and a 

personal relationship with God the Father today.  

Jesus came to bring you back into close, personal relationship with Him. Jesus loves you. 

Jesus wants to know you personally. Jesus wants to give you a quality of life that is greater 

than anything you could obtain through any other source.  

Jesus put it this way in John 10:10: “The thief [speaking of Satan] cometh not, but for to 

steal, and to kill and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might 

have it more abundantly” (brackets mine). God wants to give you eternal life. God wants to 

give you abundant life, and I believe that you need that today-that you want that. Christ died 

not only to forgive your sins, but to bring you close to him. If you don’t know the Lord, you 

need to know Him for that purpose. 

If you’ve already been born again, you need to go beyond just getting your sins forgiven 

and enter into everlasting life with the Father.  

Facts about Eternal Life  
 The purpose of the Gospel is eternal life. (John 3:16). 

 Eternal life is knowing God. (John 17:3). 

 Knowing God is an intimate relationship. (1 Cor. 6:16-17). 

 Eternal life is available now. (1 John 5:12). 

 God wants a personal relationship with you. (Rev. 3:20). 

Our Authority 

In the beginning God, of course, had all authority. All power and authority has to emanate 

from God because He is the only one who has power in Himself. Everything else is 

delegated from Him. When He created the heavens and the earth, He had all power and 

authority. Then in Genesis 1:26, when God created Adam and Eve, He said, “Let them have 

dominion…over all the earth.” Put that together with Psalm 115:16, which says, “The 

heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD’S: but the earth hath he given to the children of 

men.” God had ownership of everything by right of being the Creator, but He gave 

dominion, or authority, over the earth to physical human beings. Satan has never had the 

right and power to rule over the earth. He took it through deceiving man to sin. God gave 

that power to mankind, and when man fell, he yielded his God-given authority and power 

over to the devil. Satan was never given power by God to oppress man or to rule this earth.  

Scripture does say that Satan is the god of this world, but it’s not because God made him 

the god of this world. God never put Satan in a position above mankind. He gave mankind 

dominion and authority over this earth. The only reason Satan has ever been able to oppress, 

dominate, or cause the problems he does is because people yield their God-given authority 

to him. This posed a real problem for God, because He was a Spirit, and He had given 

authority over this earth to physical human beings. Only people who had a physical body 

had the authority and power to rule and exercise influence in this earth. Satan had to come 

to us and get us to yield our authority to him. That’s the reason that he likes to inhabit a 
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body. In Scripture, demons had to have a body to possess because Satan can’t do anything 

unless he is using a physical human body to work through. Because God was a Spirit and 

had given authority to physical human beings, now in a sense He had His hands tied. It 

wasn’t because God didn’t have power and authority but because of His integrity. He gave 

authority to physical human beings, and to be true to His own Word, He couldn’t just take 

it back and say, “This isn’t the way I wanted it; time out, stop, we’re going to do it over.” 

No, God bound Himself by His own Word. Throughout history He looked for someone He 

could flow through, but the problem was that all men were corrupted and had yielded 

themselves to Satan. So what was He to do?  

What God finally did was come to the earth Himself and become a man. This is tremendous 

when you understand it, because now the devil was in big trouble. He had been using 

mankind’s power, and God couldn’t intervene directly to solve all these problems, because 

man was wilfully, legally yielding his God-given authority to Satan. Satan was wrong in 

what he did, but man gave him the authority and power that was theirs to give. But now, 

here came God, and He was no longer only the Spirit but was in the form of physical flesh. 

This put the devil in a bad situation, because God not only had authority in heaven, but 

becoming a man gave Him authority on the earth. Jesus said in John 5:26-27, “For as the 

Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; And hath 

given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.” He was 

referring to His physical body.  

Jesus came and exercised God-given authority. The devil tempted Him, and Jesus never 

yielded to him. Satan lost in every battle with Him. Then Jesus took our sins, died for them, 

went to hell, rose again, and said in Matthew 28:18, “All authority is given unto me in 

heaven and in earth.” He won back the authority God had given mankind, which man 

misused, and as God in the flesh, Jesus now had all authority in heaven and in earth. In the 

very next verse He said, “Now you go, and you do these things.” In effect He was saying, 

“I now have all authority in heaven and earth, and I’m sharing it with you.” This time, 

however, there’s a unique difference in the authority God has given back to us as believers. 

It is joint authority between us and the Lord Jesus Christ. It’s no longer given to us solely 

as it was to Adam and Eve. They could give the authority away, allow the devil to oppress 

them, and basically be hopeless, but today our authority is shared with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It’s like having a joint bank account that requires both signatures in order to cash a check. 

Our authority is shared with the Lord Jesus, and His authority is shared with the church.  

Although we may fail, God is never again going to sign this authority over to the devil. 

Satan is absolutely powerless. He has no ability to do anything in your life except what he 

deceives you in and what you voluntarily yield to. You may give him authority in your life, 

you may suffer personally for it, but the God-given authority that was given to man will 

never again pass solely to the devil. It is now shared between us and the Lord Jesus, and He 

will remain faithful regardless. You need to recognize that you’re the one who now has 

authority and the power. Satan is fighting you with thoughts, and your weapons are such 

that you can take these thoughts captive. You can recognize that it’s wrong for the devil to 

oppress you physically and find out what the Scripture has to say about healing. John 8:32 

says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” You’re the one who 

has power and authority. God has given it to you, and the only thing that keeps you from 

exercising it is that you haven’t yet taken your thoughts captive. You haven’t used these 

spiritual weapons to renew your mind and to realize what you have. It’s encouraging to find 

out that you’re one with authority and power. 

You are the one Satan trembles at. You shouldn’t be trembling at Satan, because you are the 

one who has God-given power and authority. If you resist the devil, he will flee from you 

(James 4:7). 
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Authority and The Great Commission 

The King goes to the cross and dies. He completes His role as the Suffering Servant and 

Lamb who dies for His people (see Isa 53). His blood brings atonement and is the basis for 

human salvation and cosmic reconciliation (see Col 1:20). His resurrection then vindicates 

who He is. With Matthew 28, Jesus appears to His disciples and friends. In 28:18 He 

declares, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” The word for 

“authority” is exousia and refers to the right to rule. Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension 

result in Jesus having sovereign authority over everything in heaven and earth. This 

authority also is the basis for the disciples’ mandate to “make disciples of all the nations”. 

Jesus’ authority is linked with His resurrection and position at the right hand of the Father 

predicted in Psalm 110:1. It is in this glorious capacity that our Lord Jesus Christ sits today 

upon the throne of the universe. Jesus’ assumption of the Davidic throne on earth is still 

future (Matt 19:28; 25:31), yet His authority to rule as Messiah is granted to Him. The 

authority to rule will culminate in a kingdom reign. 

The church’s primary responsibility in this age is gospel proclamation and making disciples 

of Jesus Christ. As those who live between the two comings of Jesus the Messiah, the church 

should avoid two extremes concerning culture and society. 

 Avoid acting as if the church has no relationship to these areas. 

 Avoid seeing the church’s mission as transforming the world before the return and 

kingdom of Jesus.   

The authority Jesus possesses at the right hand of God is the pattern for how the followers 

of Jesus will share His throne. Just as Jesus now shares the throne of the Father, when Jesus 

comes again His followers also will share His throne. The churches that currently face 

persecution and attacks from Satan will become rulers under the authority of their Messiah. 

The persecuted ones will become the ruling ones.    
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When Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, put down his pen in 420 B.C., the 

Old Testament Canon was closed. As the centuries rolled by, the Holy Land was conquered 

by the Persians, then by the Greeks, later by the Syrians, and finally by Rome. Suddenly, 

after 450 silent years, when there had been no prophet in the land, astonishing news began 

to spread. There was talk of a prophet whom the Lord had raised up. He was preaching in 

the wilderness of Judea and was called “John the Baptist” (Matt. 3:1-12). 

Thus, after the 450 years of intertestamental silence, the New Testament period had at last 

begun. Approximately one hundred years elapsed between Christ's birth and John the 

apostle's writing of the Book of Revelation.  

During this period the Savior came and died on the cross for man's sins. The church was 

formed and began to spread the gospel message throughout the world. The momentous 

events of the New Testament period are worthy of the most careful study for their historic, 

exemplary, and spiritual lessons. They include: 

1. The World into Which Christ 

Came 

2. The Earthly Ministry of Jesus 

3. The Church: Its Beginning and 

Development 

4. The Evangelistic Missionary 

Journeys of Paul 

5. The Fall of Jerusalem and the End 

of the First Century 

The World into which Christ came 

The coming of the promised Messiah into the world, to die for man's sin, was truly God's 

great gift to mankind. The circumstances of the waiting world at that time were ideal for the 

long-awaited arrival of the Christ. Scripture says, “When the fullness of the time had come, 

God sent forth His Son” (Gal. 4:4). 

(1) His birth in Bethlehem prophesied. Herod asked the religious leaders of Israel where 

Christ was to be born (vv. 3-6). They quoted Micha's prophecy (Mic. 5:2), given seven 

hundred years before, naming Bethlehem as the place from which the “Ruler in Israel” 

was to come. The virgin birth of the Savior was also prophesied (Is. 7:14). It should not 

seem strange to us that the conception of the unique Son of God should occur in a 

miraculous way. 

(2) Childhood of Christ. In His infinite wisdom, God permitted the childhood of Jesus to 

pass us by quietly. These are “silent years”. We are given only the account in Luke's 

Gospel concerning Jesus, the twelve-year-old boy, who already was. 

a. amazing the rabbis with His questions and answers; 

b. completely conscious of His unique relationship to God the Father; 

c. fully aware of His unique mission (Luke 2:41-52). 

All non-biblical stories of the boy Jesus are fabricated and of late origin. Jesus did 

no miracles as a boy; John's Gospel makes that fact unmistakably clear (John 2:11). 

(3) Greek language and culture. The Roman chief captain asked Paul, “Can you speak 

Greek?” (Acts 21:37). The language of the Western world in New Testament times was 

Greek (though some early church fathers claimed that Matthew originally wrote his 

Gospel in Hebrew or Aramaic). The reason was that from 336 to 323 B.C. Alexander 

the Great conquered Persia, Egypt, and the Middle Eastern world, spreading the Greek 

language and culture to all conquered areas. In providence of God, this provided an 

almost universal language that would carry the message of God's salvation in Christ 

throughout the Mediterranean and Middle Eastern world. That the New Testament was 

written in Greek, the international language of the day (in contrast to the Old Testament 

which was written in Hebrew, a language of only one people), it fit God's purpose to 

form the church out of believers of all kindreds, nations, and peoples (Acts 2:4-12). At 

this same time, many Greek intellectuals had lost faith in pagan gods and goddesses of 

Mt. Olympus, and at last were open and longing for a faith that would meet their real 
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needs and answer their questions about life. Such a faith came with Christianity (Acts 

17:15-34). 

(4) The rule of Augustus Caesar.  During the reign of August Caesar (31 B.C.-A.D. 14), 

the world saw a brief era of peace, unparalleled in history, called the Pax Romana. In 

the providence of God, it allowed the first missionaries to travel safely throughout the 

Roman world. At the time of Christ's ministry, Pontius Pilate was governing Judea 

(including Jerusalem) from his headquarters, the Roman-dominated coastal city of 

Caesarea. 

(5) The rule of Herod.  Herod the Great ruled by intrigue and murder from 37 to 4 B.C. He 

was an Idumean, descended from the Edomites, a people south of the Dead Sea who had 

often treated the Jews cruelly (Amos 1:11,12). Herod was the great builder of Palestine. 

He constructed the architectural and engineering marvel of the mountain fortress of 

Masada (on a cliff thirteen hundred feet high), as well as the Herodium, and the city of 

Caesarea with its amazing man-made harbor. He also built the three great battle towers 

by the Jaffa Gate in Jerusalem, the Praetorian Fortress (the Antonia,” named for Mark 

Antony), and the Jewish temple where Christ sometimes taught. He had the temple 

sanctuary dramatically refaced and then set about rebuilding all of the porticos, walls, 

courtyards, and outer buildings of the second temple.  

(6) But Herod is more commonly known for the series of murders he committed to protect 

his throne. He murdered Antipater, his eldest son and heir, his wife Mariam, and two 

more of their sons, and then hunted down the survivors of the previous royal family - 

the Hasmoneans (descendants of the Maccabees). Satan had a servant well prepared to 

kill the infants of Bethlehem as he sought to murder the newly born Christ child (Matt. 

2:16; cf. Rev. 12:4). 

(7) Judaism. The Jewish world of the day was divided into various parties and sects. Chief 

among these were: 

(a) The Pharisees (meaning “separated ones”) - scrupulously legalistic in their religion, 

and seeking righteousness through their works (Matt. 23:2,3). 

(b) The Sadducees - religious liberals of the day. They accepted the first five books of 

Moses, but denied the other writings, the possibility of resurrection, and the 

existence of angels (Matt. 22:23, 29; Acts 23:8). 

(c) The Herodians - members of the Jewish political party that backed the Herodian 

family reign. They favored home rule and compromised with Rome in order to keep 

the peace (Mark 3:6). 

(d) The high priesthood - descended from the new Hasmonean family line which led the 

fight against the Syrians 168-165 B. C.  The high priest, as the religious ruler of 

Israel, was always from the tribe of Levi, and headed the Sanhedrin (the important 

council of seventy). He also had great legal and civil power. Annas and his son-in-

law, Caiaphas, were high priests during Christ's ministry, Caiaphas serving at the 

time of the Crucifixion (John 18:13,14,19-23). 

The Earthly Ministry of Jesus 

When Jesus rode triumphantly into Jerusalem (vv. 7:11), He was aware that He was making 

a messianic entry, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 that the Messiah would someday 

come into Jerusalem on a donkey. He had sent for the donkey and approved of the messianic 

shouts of Hosanna (“Save now”- Ps. 118:25,26). He had come to live and die as the Christ, 

to purchase human redemption (Mark 10:45). Claims that “He was just another Rabbi;” or 

that “He never claimed to be the Messiah,” appear wholly fallacious in light of His claims 

in the Gospels (e.g., John 8:56-59; 11:23-26).  

Christ's ministry may be divided into the following eight chronological periods: 

(1) The birth and childhood years.  We have the scriptural account of Jesus' virgin birth 

(Luke 1:26-38; 2:7), the visit of the wise men, the flight into Egypt (Matt. 2:1-23), and 
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His return to dwell in Nazareth. At the age of twelve He astounded the doctors of the 

Law in the temple (Luke 2:41-47). The other years are not recounted until the beginning 

of His ministry at the age of thirty (John 2:11). 

(2) The ministry of John the Baptist. John was the forerunner of Christ, fulfilling Isaiah 

40:2-5. He preached repentance and baptized with water, outwardly signifying the 

inward cleansing. A fearless preacher, he was imprisoned and later beheaded by Herod 

(Matt. 14:1-12). 

(3) The year of introductions.  Jesus' baptism, temptation, and initial ministries in Judea, 

Jerusalem, Samaria, and Galilee took place during that time. 

(4) The year of popularity. This was the year of His great Galilean ministry, when He 

chose the twelve disciples, delivered the Sermon on the Mount, and worked many 

miracles around Capernaum. Huge crowds eagerly followed Jesus in those days.  

(5) The year of antagonism. After the feeding of the five thousand in Galilee, when He 

refused to become a political King in opposition to Rome, the huge crowds for the most 

part deserted Him (John 6:66). He then began to minister in the Caesarea Philippi region 

to build the faith of His disciples (Matt. 16:13-16). By this time the leaders at Jerusalem 

were set against Him, so He avoided overexposure in Jerusalem (John 7:1). He still 

taught, healed, and did many other good works. 

(6) The final months. Toward the end of His earthly career, He ministered east of the 

Jordan River and periodically visited Judea. During this time He raised Lazarus (the 

brother of Mary and Martha of Bethany) from the dead, thus showing His glory (John 

11:1-44). 

(7) The last week. This week was filled with drama for heaven and earth: His triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem; His rebuking of the Pharisees and scribes (Matt. 23:1-36); His 

Olivet Discourse on future events (Matt. 24:3-51); the Last Supper; His betrayal, arrest, 

and trials before the high priest, the Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod, and the mob; and His 

crucifixion for the sins of mankind on the hill of Calvary (Matt. 26:47-68; 27:33-54). 

(8) The risen ministry. After three days He arose from the dead and appeared frequently 

both in Jerusalem and at the Sea of Galilee, to the twelve disciples and to others, “to 

whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, 

being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the 

kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). 

Beginning and Development of His Church 

After the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, His church was formed to take the gospel 

to the lost of all nations. The church went forward with the Good News, and the Book of 

Acts records the two chief events: evangelizing the Jews (Acts 1-10) and the Gentiles (Acts 

11:28). 

(1) The church was established in Jerusalem and Israel through the following phases: 

(a) Commissioning. Soon after Christ arose, He commanded that everyone be 

evangelized in Jerusalem, Samaria, and among all nations (Acts 1:8). 

(b) Empowerment. On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon the Upper 

Room congregation of about 120 persons and filled them (Acts 1:15) with power to 

go with the gospel and evangelize (Acts 1:8). They shared their faith with the 

masses, resulting in approximately three thousand conversions (Acts 2:1-44)). 

(c) Witnessing. The apostles preached, performed miracles, suffered persecution, 

united in prayer for Holy Spirit power, shared their faith and their worldly goods, 

and rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name (Acts 3-

5). 

(d) Serving. The first deacons were chosen by the apostles by the laying of hands and 

prayer, and were commissioned to serve the tables (Acts 6). 
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(e) Martyred.  Stephen was the first Christian martyred for preaching the gospel of the 

Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 7). 

(f) The church persecuted and scattered. As they went they evangelized, winning 

souls to Christ. Philip, the first evangelist, conducted a great soul-winning 

evangelistic crusade (Acts 8 and 9). 

(g) Conversion of Paul. Paul, who was then called Saul, was the chief persecutor of the 

church. He was miraculously converted as he was doing his destructive work (Acts 

9). 

(h) Opened doors.  The Gentiles were brought into the church - beginning a great new 

era of soul-winning and discipling of the Gentiles (Acts 10 and 11). 

(i) Deliverance. Simon Peter was imprisoned by Herod. That night the angel of the 

Lord led Peter out of prison and to his Christian friends who were assembled as a 

church in prayer for his deliverance (Acts 12). 

(2) The church was established among Gentiles: 

(a) By evangelism. The church at Antioch was ministering to the Lord when the Holy 

Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 

called them” (Acts 13:2). On their three missionary journeys, they were led by the 

Holy Spirit to evangelize in what is today Turkey and Greece (Acts 13-21). 

(b) By deliverance from legalists. Paul and Silas journeyed to the Jerusalem council to 

settle the question once and for all that the Gentiles who had been converted to Christ 

should not be expected to be burdened with the Jewish ceremonial laws (Acts 15). 

(c) By continuing evangelism. Paul & Silas took a second missionary journey in the 

Greek world (Acts 16-18). 

(d) By strengthening. The third missionary journey, again into Turkey and Greece, 

edified and strengthened the churches (Acts 19-21). 

(e) By Paul's chains. Though Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea, the gospel was not 

bound (Acts 22-26). 

(f) By Paul's perilous voyage. Paul was saved to evangelize on his hazardous voyage 

to Rome (Acts 27). 

(g) By divinely opened doors. Paul's imprisonment in Rome gave him the opportunity 

to witness and win those who were serving in Rome's palace guard (Acts 28). 

The Evangelistic Missionary Journeys of Paul 

Missions is spreading the Good News that God forgives sinners who trust in Christ. The 

church sent forth Paul and Barnabas from Antioch of Syria (Rom. 10:15). The first 

missionaries were sent out by their local church, and were undoubtedly supported by it, as 

they prayed together seeking God's will for these ministries (vv. 1-3). The apostle Paul and 

his associates endured extraordinary labors and poverty to give others the message (2 Cor. 

11:23-29).  There may never have been another who labored so arduously, so long, and 

under such hardships, with such astonishing success as the brilliant apostle Paul.  

1. Paul's calling and commission (vv. 

1-3). Paul and Barnabas were called 

to evangelize the Gentiles. 

2. First missionary journey (Acts 13 

and 14). 

3. Cyprus - First they evangelized in 

Barnabas's native land. Saul became 

known by his Greek name, Paul. John 

Mark deserted them and returned to 

Jerusalem.  

4. Pisidia (Turkey) - Next, they 

evangelized Paul's native land. They 

preached the gospel in Antioch, 

Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. They 

were persecuted everywhere, but 

some believed. 

5. They returned to Antioch of Syria 

and reported to the church (Acts 

14:24-28). 

6. Jerusalem council (Acts 15). 

7. Paul and Barnabas participated with 

the leaders of the church in seeking 

God's will regarding the relation of 

ceremonial law to the Gentiles.  

8. The question of circumcision and 

ceremonial law was solved at the 

Jerusalem council, decreeing that it 

was God's will that Gentiles be fully 
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and equally admitted into the church, 

without having the duty to obey the 

Jewish ceremonial laws (Acts 15:22-

29). 

9. Secondary missionary journey 

(Acts 16:1-18:22). 

10. Paul and Barnabas separated, but the 

work continued. Paul took Silas on 

the second journey. 

11. The churches started on the first 

journey were revisited (Acts 15:41). 

This is our example to nurture new 

converts.  

12. In a vision, Paul was guided to enter 

Europe (Acts 16:9,10). Lydia was the 

first convert in Europe (Acts 16:14). 

13. They witnessed in the great Greek 

cities of Philippi, Thessalonica, 

Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus.  

14. They returned to Antioch of Syria 

and informed the church of their 

journeys.  

15. Third missionary journey (Acts 

18:23-21:16). 

16. The churches which had been started 

by Paul were revisited. 

17. Paul taught in Ephesus for three years 

and displayed flexibility in staying at 

a location when opportunity or need 

arose. 

18. He revisited various Greek cities as 

well as Jerusalem.  

19. Witnessed in Jerusalem (Acts 

21:17-23:32). God gave Paul 

opportunity to witness to the high 

priest and the Sanhedrin. 

20. Caesarean Imprisonment (Acts 

23:31- 26:32). God gave Paul the 

opportunity to witness to rulers of the 

land: the governors Felix and Festus, 

and King Agrippa II. 

21. Voyage to Rome (Acts 27). God 

preserved His servants to continue 

their work. 

22. Roman imprisonment (Acts 28:16-

31). God gave Paul opportunity to 

witness to the Jewish community in 

Rome and to many great personages 

of the Roman Empire. 

23. Final travels (Rom. 15:24). Paul 

expressed his desire to witness in 

Spain. 

24. Second Roman imprisonment and 

martyrdom. The writings of the 

earliest church fathers are uniform in 

their testimony that Paul was 

martyred in Rome by Nero. 

Jerusalem’s Fall & the End of the 1st Century 

Hebrews 3:12-19 (NKJV) 12  Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13  but exhort one another daily, while it 
is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14  For 
we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
steadfast to the end, 15  while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not 
harden your hearts as in the rebellion." 16  For who, having heard, rebelled? 
Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17  Now with whom was 
He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the 
wilderness? 18  And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to 
those who did not obey? 19  So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.  

This passage speaks of those who wandered forty years in the wilderness and, because of 

their lack of faith, never entered God's rest in Canaan. Similarly, after the Jerusalem 

religious leaders rejected Christ, God gave them forty years of apostolic preaching to change 

their minds and accept Him. When the majority did not believe, approximately forty years 

after the Crucifixion, the Romans destroyed Jerusalem (A.D. 70). 

In Hebrews 10:25 it says, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.” The church 

is an assembly of people coming together for the purpose of looking to Jesus, praising the 

Lord, to receive direction from the Lord, to follow through with that direction. The primary 

purpose of the early New Testament church was edification. They met together for the 

purpose of building each other up in the faith.   
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Below is a summary of the Kingdom program in the New Testament: 

1. As the NT era opens expectation is 

heavy concerning the coming of 

Israel’s Messiah, even among some 

Gentiles. 

2. Jewish believers expected literal 

fulfilment of the Abrahamic and 

Davidic Covenants including 

restoration and protection for Israel. 

3. In fulfilment of OT prophecy John 

the Baptist is the forerunner of the 

Messiah and proclaimer of the 

nearness of the kingdom.  

4. The announcement of Jesus the 

Messiah is connected with His 

coming rule from the throne of David 

over Israel. 

5. Jesus the Messiah arrives.  

6. After withstanding temptation from 

Satan Jesus proclaims the nearness of 

the kingdom to the people of Israel. 

7. The kingdom John and Jesus 

announce as near is the prophesied 

kingdom of the OT prophets, 

including its spiritual and physical 

elements; its coming is conditioned 

on Israel’s repentance. 

8. With His Sermon on the Mount, 

Jesus reveals the righteous 

requirements needed for those who 

would enter the kingdom. 

9. Jesus’ miracles and exorcisms are 

demonstrations of kingdom authority, 

glimpses of kingdom conditions, and 

prove that Jesus is the Son of David. 

10. Jesus delegates kingdom authority to 

His disciples so they can proclaim the 

nearness of the kingdom to the cities 

of Israel. 

11. The kingdom message proclaimed by 

John the Baptist, Jesus, and the 

apostles is resisted by the cities of 

Israel. 

12. The leaders of Israel also reject Jesus, 

attributing His works done in the 

Holy Spirit to Satan, and commit 

personal and national blasphemy 

against the Holy Spirit. 

13. With rejection from the cities and 

leadership of Israel, Jesus and His 

apostles withdraw from public 

proclamation of the nearness of the 

kingdom to Israel; Jesus begins to 

speak in parables and hides the truth 

from those who will not believe and 

gives more truth to those who do 

believe. 

14. Jesus offers new truths in “mysteries” 

concerning the kingdom, which 

describe conditions between His first 

and second comings; the main thrust 

of these kingdom parables is that the 

spread of the kingdom message and 

citizens will occur in this present evil 

age until the kingdom arrives with 

Jesus’ second coming. 

15. With opposition from the leaders 

evident, Jesus shifts His attention 

from the nearness of the kingdom to 

preparing His disciples for His soon 

coming death. 

16. On the day of His entry into 

Jerusalem Jesus formally presents 

himself as King of Israel but mourns 

over Israel’s unbelief and states that 

judgment will come instead of peace; 

He also says He will not be seen by 

Jerusalem again until the people cry 

out to Him with words of blessing. 

17. Jesus the Messiah is crucified but 

provides atonement for sin as the 

Suffering Servant of the Lord, lays 

the foundation for the kingdom, and 

establishes the New Covenant in His 

blood. 

18. After His resurrection Jesus receives 

all authority in heaven and earth. 

19. Jesus spends forty days instructing 

His apostles concerning the kingdom 

of God; the apostles expect a 

restoration of the kingdom to Israel 

but are told by Jesus they cannot 

know the timing of its coming but 

instead are to focus on universal 

gospel proclamation. 
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20. Jesus ascends to the right hand of 

God in fulfilment of Psalm 110:1 

where He baptizes believers with the 

Holy Spirit. 

21. Peter presents the kingdom to the 

leaders of Israel telling them 

repentance can lead to forgiveness, 

which will then lead to the return of 

Jesus and the kingdom of God. 

22. While focusing on his ministry to 

Gentiles Paul, at the end of Acts, still 

meets with Jewish leaders presenting 

the kingdom of God to them. 

23. The focus of the epistles and 

Revelation 2-3 is on how the church 

should conduct itself in this age and 

how the coming kingdom is 

motivation for faithful service now as 

the church faces tribulations from 

Satan and the world. 

24. The book of Revelation describes 

conditions of the Day of the Lord 

leading up to the coming of Jesus and 

the kingdom of God. 

25. The return of Jesus begins a 

thousand-year reign of Jesus on the 

earth during a time when Satan is 

bound and Jesus’ saints are 

resurrected and rewarded. 

26. The millennial reign of Jesus merges 

into the eternal kingdom of the 

Father. 

27. The eternal kingdom consists of the 

nations serving God, seeing His face, 

and bringing their cultural 

contributions to the New Jerusalem. 

Eighteen Mysteries of Scripture Revealed:  

1. The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God (Mt. 13:11; Mk. 4:11; Lk. 8:10)  

Matthew 13:11 (NKJV)  He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to 
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 
given.  
Mark 4:11 (NKJV)  And He said to them, "To you it has been given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in 
parables,  
Luke 8:10 (NKJV)  And He said, "To you it has been given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that 'Seeing they may not 
see, And hearing they may not understand.'  

2. Israel's blindness (Rom. 11:25)  

Romans 11:25 (NKJV)  For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has 
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 

3. Salvation in Christ (Rom. 16:25)  

Romans 16:25 (NKJV)  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my 
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
kept secret since the world began 

4. The wisdom of God (1Cor. 2:7)  

1 Corinthians 2:7 (NKJV)  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden 
wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 

5. The doctrines of God (1Cor. 4:1; Col. 2:2; 1Tim. 3:16)  

1 Corinthians 4:1 (NKJV)  Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God.  
Colossians 2:2 (NKJV)  that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in 
love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the 
knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ,  
1 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV)  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached 
among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.  

6. The gospel (Eph. 6:19)  

Ephesians 6:19 (NKJV)  and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may 
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open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 

7. Gift of knowledge (1Cor. 13:2)  

1 Corinthians 13:2 (NKJV)  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

8. Speaking in tongues (1Cor. 14:2)  

1 Corinthians 14:2 (NKJV)  For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but 
to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 

9. The rapture of the church (1Cor. 15:23,51-58; Jn. 14:1-3; 1Th. 4:13-16)  

1 Corinthians 15:23 (NKJV)  But each one in his own order: Christ the first fruits, 
afterward those who are Christ's at His coming.  
1 Corinthians 15:51-58 (NKJV) 51  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed-- 52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. 53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 54  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, 
and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 55  "O Death, where is your sting? O 
Hades, where is your victory?" 56  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is 
the law. 57  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord.  
John 14:1-3 (NKJV) 1  "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also 
in Me. 2  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-16 (NKJV) 13  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. 16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first.  

10. God's will (Eph. 1:9)  

Ephesians 1:9 (NKJV)  having made known to us the mystery of His will, according 
to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 

11. The church (Eph. 3:1-9; 5:32)  

Ephesians 3:1-9 (NKJV) 1  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you 
Gentiles-- 2  if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which 
was given to me for you, 3  how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery 
(as I have briefly written already, 4  by which, when you read, you may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5  which in other ages was not made known to 
the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and 
prophets: 6  that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers 
of His promise in Christ through the gospel, 7  of which I became a minister 
according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His 
power. 8  To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that 
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9  and to make 
all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages 
has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ;  
Ephesians 5:32 (NKJV)  This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church.  
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12. Christ in people (Col. 1:26-27)  

Colossians 1:26-27 (NKJV) 26  the mystery which has been hidden from ages and 
from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27  To them God willed to 
make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

13. Doctrines of Christ (Col. 4:3)  

Colossians 4:3 (NKJV)  meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a 
door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 

14. Spirit of lawlessness (2Th. 2:7)  

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (NKJV)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only 
He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 

15. Faith of the gospel (1Tim. 3:9)  

1 Timothy 3:9 (NKJV)  holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. 

16. Seven candlesticks (Rev. 1:20)  

Revelation 1:20 (NKJV)  The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right 
hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. 

17. God's delay in casting out of Satan (Rev. 10:7; 12:7-17)  

Revelation 10:7 (NKJV)  but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when 
he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His 
servants the prophets.  
Revelation 12:7-17 (NKJV) 7  And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels 
fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8  but they did not 
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9  So the great dragon 
was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10  Then I 
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, 
who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 11  And they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they 
did not love their lives to the death. 12  Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who 
dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has 
come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time." 
13  Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the 
woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14  But the woman was given two wings of a 
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is 
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 
15  So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he 
might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 16  But the earth helped the woman, 
and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had 
spewed out of his mouth. 17  And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he 
went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of 
God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.  

18. Mystery Babylon (Rev. 17:5,7)  

Revelation 17:5 (NKJV)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  
Revelation 17:7 (NKJV)  But the angel said to me, "Why did you marvel? I will tell 
you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven 
heads and the ten horns.  

The kingdom program in Acts: 

1. In the forty days prior to Jesus’ ascension the primary focus of Jesus’ instruction to 

the disciples was the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).  
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2. Just prior to Jesus’ ascension the disciples of Jesus expected the restoration of the 

kingdom to the nation Israel (Acts 1:6). 

3. Jesus affirms their understanding but says they were not to know the timing of the 

restoration of the kingdom to Israel; instead, their concern was to be proclamation 

of the gospel to the world (Acts 1:7-8). 

4. Peter and the apostles affirmed to the Jewish nation that Jesus was the Messiah of 

Israel who had ascended to the right hand of the Father (Acts 2). 

5. Peter told the people of Jerusalem that repentance and belief in Jesus would lead to 

forgiveness of sins, the coming of Jesus, and the restoration of all things that the Old 

Testament prophets predicted (Acts 3:19-25). 

Acts 3:19-25 (NKJV) 19  Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
20  and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21  whom 
heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has 
spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 22  For Moses 
truly said to the fathers, 'The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me 
from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 23  And it 
shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from 
among the people.' 24  Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as 
many as have spoken, have also foretold these days. 25  You are sons of the prophets, 
and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, 'And in 
your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.' 

6. As the apostles proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus they were proclaiming the kingdom 

(Acts 8:12). 

7. Suffering for Jesus shows one worthy of the kingdom (Acts 14:22). 

8. Part of the kingdom program was in operation as Gentiles were being saved as they 

believed in the Messiah (Acts 15). 

9. The kingdom of God was still proclaimed to the Jewish people (Acts 19:8; 28:23). 

Matthew 5:12 (NKJV)  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

There is a vast difference in the doctrine of salvation for the lost, and the doctrine of rewards 

for the saved. Salvation is “the gift of God, not of works”. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) 8  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9  not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

Salvation is received by faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

John 3:36 (NKJV)  He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does 
not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

Rewards are according to the works of the believer. 

Matthew 16:27 (NKJV)  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works. 

A most revealing Scripture concerning rewards is found in 1 Corinthians 3:8-15. 

1 Corinthians 3:8-15 (NKJV) 8  Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and 
each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9  For we are God's 
fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building. 10  According to the grace 
of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, 
and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11  For no 
other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12  Now 
if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, 13  each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will 
be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14  If 
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anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15  If 
anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire. 

 Every believer will be rewarded according to his own labor (v.8). We do not labor 

for salvation. 

 “We are God's fellow workers” (v.9)-not for salvation, but for rewards. 

 The believer is to build on the Lord Jesus Christ, the only foundation (v.11).  

 The believer has a choice of two main types of building materials: “gold, silver, 

precious stones”-eternal materials; or “wood, hay, straw”-temporal materials. 

2 Corinthians 4:18 (NKJV)  while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal. 

The believer who builds on Christ with eternal materials, “gold, silver, precious stones,” 

will receive a reward. Those who build on Christ with temporal materials, “wood, hay, 

straw,” will receive no reward. The “wood, hay, straw” works will be destroyed at the 

“judgment seat of Christ”, and the believer will suffer loss - not the loss of salvation, but 

the loss of eternal rewards. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he 
has done, whether good or bad. 

Some believers will be ashamed at the judgment seat of Christ - ashamed of their works of 

“wood, hay, straw.” 

1 John 2:28 (NKJV)  And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, 
we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

The Crown of Life 

James 1:12 (NKJV)  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has 
been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those 
who love Him. 

This reward could be called the crown of those who love God. Upon examination of the 

above verse, we discover that through his love for God the believer finds strength to 

overcome temptation and endure trials. Paul said, “We also glory in tribulations.” Do we 

today glory in tribulations? We can do so only if the “love of God has been poured out in 

our hearts by the Holy Spirit”. Without love for God in the heart of the believer, trials can 

cause him to become bitter and critical; he may lose the “crown of life” (v.12). 

Romans 5:3-5 (NKJV) 3  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing 
that tribulation produces perseverance;  
4  and perseverance, character; and character, hope.  
5  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

All believers have eternal life, but not all believers will be rewarded with the “crown of 

life.”  

John 3:15-16 (NKJV) 15  that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  
16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

This crown will be given to those who are “faithful until death” (Rev. 2:10). 

Revelation 2:10 (NKJV)  Do not fear any of those things which you are about to 
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give 
you the crown of life. 
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To receive the “crown of life,” the believer must love the Lord more than his own life. “For 

whoever desires to save his life [live for self] will lose it, but whoever who loses his life for 

My sake and the gospel's [live for Christ at all cost] will save it” (Mark 8:35). This reward 

will be given to those who live for Christ, and endure temptations, in the power of the love 

of God (1 Cor. 10:13). 

The Crown Imperishable 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (NKJV) 24  Do you not know that those who run in a race all 
run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25  And 
everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26  Therefore I run thus: 
not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27  But I discipline my 
body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself 
should become disqualified. 

Paul uses the Greek games to illustrate the spiritual race of the believer. They ran to win a 

“perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown” (v.25).No young man could compete 

in the games unless he was a Greek citizen, born of Greek parents. No unsaved person can 

participate in the service of the Lord for rewards; only those born of God are eligible (John 

3:3). 

Just as the athlete must deny himself  many gratifications of the body, so the believer must 

“discipline [his] body and bring it into subjection” or he will be “disqualified” (v.27). He 

will not lose his salvation, but he can lose his rewards. 

The Greek games had rigid rules for all participants. The New Testament contains rules for 

believers who would enter the spiritual race to win the “imperishable crown.” 

 The believer must deny himself anything that would weigh him down and hold him 

back (Heb. 12:1). 

 The believer must keep his eyes fixed on Christ, not looking to the right or left (Heb. 

12:2). 

 The believer must find his strength in the Lord (Eph. 6:10-18). 

 The believer must place his all on the altar of the Lord (Rom. 12:1,2). 

 The believer must, by faith, refuse anything that would impede spiritual progress 

(Heb. 11:24-29). 

Do not be a spiritual speculator. Enter the race and run to win the “imperishable crown.” 

The Crown of Rejoicing 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 (NKJV) 19  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 
20  For you are our glory and joy. 

The “crown of rejoicing” (v.19) is the soul winner's crown. The greatest work you are 

privileged to do for the Lord is to bring others to a knowledge of Christ as Savior. Much of 

your joy in heaven will be determined by the souls you have had a part in bringing to Christ. 

Paul tells the Thessalonian believers that they are his “glory and joy,” now and when Jesus 

comes.  

The Bible also gives these reasons for winning souls: 

 It is wise to win souls to Christ. 

Proverbs 11:30 (NKJV)  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins 
souls is wise.  

 It is an attack on sin to win souls to Christ. 

James 5:20 (NKJV)  let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. 

 It is a cause for joy in heaven to win souls to Christ. 

Luke 15:10 (NKJV)  Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
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God over one sinner who repents."  

 Soul winners will shine as the stars forever. 

Daniel 12:3 (NKJV)  Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the 
firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and 
ever.  

How you can win souls to Christ: 

 Witness with your life - live so that others may see Christ in you. 

2 Corinthians 3:2 (NKJV)  You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read 
by all men;  
Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

 Witness with your mouth, trusting the Holy Spirit to give power to the spoken word. 

Acts 1:8 (NKJV)  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth."  

 Witness by tithes and offerings, so that others may preach Christ, and you will have 

“fruit [reward] that abounds to your account”. 

Philippians 4:15-19 (NKJV) 15  Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning 
of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me 
concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16  For even in Thessalonica you sent 
aid once and again for my necessities. 17  Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit 
that abounds to your account. 18  Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having 
received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an 
acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 19  And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  
2 Corinthians 9:6 (NKJV)  But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

God has promised that your labor will not be in vain in the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58).  The soul 

winner will not rejoice alone - all of heaven will rejoice with him when he receives the 

“crown of rejoicing” (v.19). 

The Crown of Righteousness 

2 Timothy 4:5-8 (NKJV) 5  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6  For I am already being poured out as a 
drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7  I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8  Finally, there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on 
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.  

The “crown of righteousness” (v.8) is a reward. It is not to be confused with the 

“righteousness of God” which the believer receives when he becomes a Christian; for at that 

time, the believer is to “become the righteousness of God in Him”. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV)  For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

This righteousness is imputed to all those saved by grace through faith. The “crown of 

righteousness” is a reward to be earned by the saved. If the believer looks for, and loves, the 

second coming of Christ, it will affect his whole life. Look at the dynamic impact this truth 

had on the life of the apostle Paul. He could say: 

 “I have fought the good fight” (v.7; cf. 15:32). He fought a spiritual battle throughout 

his Christian life, and won. He never surrendered to the enemies of righteousness (Eph. 

6:12). 

Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV)  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
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principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 “I have finished the race” (v.7). He had a course to travel, and he did not detour the hard 

places; neither did he look back. He finished his course with his eyes fixed on Christ. 

Luke 9:62 (NKJV)  But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 

Philippians 1:6 (NKJV)  being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a 
good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 

 “I have kept the faith” (v.7). He preached the “whole counsel of God” - never betraying 

any of the great doctrines. The apostle looked ahead to the “judgment seat of Christ” (2 

Cor. 5:10) where the “crown of righteousness” will be given to those who “have loved 

His appearing” (v.8). How important it is for the believer to look with a heart of love for 

the second coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that he may receive the” crown 

of righteousness” (v.8). 

Acts 20:24-31 (NKJV) 24  But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life 
dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25  And 
indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of 
God, will see my face no more. 26  Therefore I testify to you this day that I am 
innocent of the blood of all men. 27  For I have not shunned to declare to you the 
whole counsel of God. 28  Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood. 29  For I know this, that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30  Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
themselves. 31  Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to 
warn everyone night and day with tears. 

The Crown of Glory 

1 Peter 5:2-4 (NKJV) 2  Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as 
overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3  nor 
as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4  and 
when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not 
fade away. 

The “crown of glory” is a special reward for faithful, obedient, God-called people. They 

will receive this reward when the “Chief Shepherd appears.” It is eternal; it “does not fade 

away”. Every believer may share in the pastor's “crown of glory.” “He who receives a 

prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward” (Matt. 10:41). 

Support your faithful God-called pastor by praying for him and encouraging him in the work 

of the Lord. Remember tithes and offerings. God will reward you for supporting His chosen 

servant by allowing you to share in your pastor's reward. 

Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV)  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called,  

1. Walk worthy of your calling (Eph. 4:1).  

2. Walk in all lowliness or humility of mind (Eph. 4:2; Acts 20:19; 1Pet. 5:5).  

3. Walk in meekness (Eph. 4:2; Mt. 5:5). 

4. Walk in longsuffering (Eph. 4:2; 1Cor. 13). 

5. Forbearing one another in love (Eph. 4:3).  

6. Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3).   
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The Sermon on the Mount is the King's manifesto of His kingdom principles, as taught by 

our coming King. When the King delivered this, the greatest of all sermons, His words must 

have been strange in the ears of His disciples, and amazing to the listening multitudes. 

Many believed that John the Baptist was the forerunner of the Messiah. They had heard him 

declare, “I am 'The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of the 

LORD,” 'as the prophet Isaiah said” (John 1:23; Is. 40:3). To prepare the way for the coming 

of the King, John preached repentance. He said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand!” (Matt. 3:2). After the Lord's baptism by John (in the river Jordan), His temptation in 

the wilderness, and the imprisonment of John the Baptist, Jesus began His public ministry 

(Mark 1:14,15). He preached repentance, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand” (Matt. 4:17). The King could not set up His kingdom in earth because national Israel 

would not repent and believe the good news of the kingdom. 

John the apostle said, “He came to His own [Israel}, and His own did not receive Him. Bust 

as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 

who believe in His name” (John 1:11,12). Some did repent and receive Him by faith, as 

their Messiah. But the national leaders of Israel, and the Romans, nailed Him to the cross. 

Jesus, knowing that He was to die for the sins of the world, promised to come again and 

establish God's kingdom on earth, and to sit on the throne of His glory (Matt. 25:31), which 

is the throne of His father David, according to the flesh. 

God made an unconditional promise to King David when He said, “I will set upon your 

throne the fruit [descendants] of your body” (P. 132:11). God promised King David that He 

would be born of His descending line according to the flesh (Rom. 1:3). He, the God-Man, 

would be seated on the throne of David (Acts 2:30; cf. Is. 9:6,7). 

The King could not establish His kingdom on earth because Israel would not repent and 

accept Messiah as their King. We do not have the kingdom of heaven on earth, but we have 

the King's manifesto. Even though we are not living in the kingdom, we are to practice 

kingdom life in this corrupt world system. The Beatitudes reveal the secret of true happiness. 

Study them with an open heart, a receptive mind, and a humble spirit, praying always. 

Remember that happiness is not found in the things you have, but in what you are in Christ 

Jesus. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). In this verse we have old things and new 

things. The old things are the fruits of the natural man (1 Cor. 2:14); the new things are the 

fruits of the new man in Christ. 

Happiness is one of the new things we find in Christ our King when we practice daily His 

kingdom manifesto. 

The Poor in Spirit (Matthew 5:1-3) 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (v.3). The poor in spirit 

are empty of all spiritual pride; they know that spiritual pride is the spirit of this age of 

which Satan is god (2 Cor. 4:4). 

To be poor in spirit is to have “a contrite and humble spirit” (Is. 57:15) - to be conscious of 

your unworthiness. Peter demonstrated this quality when he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, 

“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” (Luke 5:1-11). The Pharisee of the parable 

boasted in his religious pride, but the contrite and humble tax collector was truly “poor in 

spirit” (Luke 18:9-14). 

The Mourners (Matthew 5:4) 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (v.4). This paradoxical 

beatitude can be understood only by the believer. How can a bereaved person be blessed 

amid grief? Because he knows that “weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the 

morning” (Ps. 30:5), that God has promised to comfort the mourner in this life and in the 
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life to come. Heaven's joys will abundantly compensate for earth's sorrows. 

We should also mourn for souls. Paul grieved for his “countrymen according to the flesh,” 

and longed desperately for their salvation (Rom. 9:1-5). Some lost souls lament their life of 

sin when they repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. The 

penitent publican “beat his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner!'” (Luke 18:13). 

Mourning is a part of repentance. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted.” 

The Meek (Matthew 5:5). 

“Blessed are the meek [gentle], for they shall inherit the earth” (v. 5; Ps. 37:11). The 

philosophy of the world is the exact opposite of this beatitude. People of the world consider 

the meek person to be weak and cowardly, a Caspar Milquetoast to be treated with contempt. 

The most gentle, meek, humble person that ever lived on this earth was the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who said, “I am gentle and lowly [humble] in heart, and you [that  come to Me] will 

find rest for your souls” (Matt. 11:28-30). This gentle Son of God entered the temple as the 

Jews were preparing for the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Ex. 12:1-51). He 

overturned the tables of the moneychangers, and with a whip of cords He drove out those 

who sold oxen, sheep, and doves in the sanctity of the temple. He said, “Do not make My 

Father's house a house of merchandise!” (John 2:13-16). Was this the act of a weak and 

cowardly man? Yet He is the Man who said, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 

the earth” (v.5). 

To know the characteristics of a truly meek (gentle) person, study this passage: “Therefore 

I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations to you, which is your glory. For this reason 

I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in 

heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, 

to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in 

your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know 

the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God” (Eph. 3:13-19). 

No, the meek are not weak; they are “strong in the Lord and in the power of His might” 

(Eph. 6:10)! 

The Hungry and Thirsty (Matthew 5:6) 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled” (v.6). 

We have often heard it said that the world is hungry for the gospel of the grace of God. But 

if this were so, the whole world would be saved in a very short time. The truth is that people 

of the world hunger and thirst, not for righteousness, but to satisfy the lust of the flesh, the 

lust of the eyes and the pride of life (1 John 2:16,17). This yields no lasting happiness. By 

faith Moses chose to suffer affliction alongside God's people, rather than enjoying the 

passing happiness and fleeting pleasures of sin. The happiness of sin is short-lived, but the 

happiness of the godly life is eternal (Heb. 11:23-29). 

The Scriptures describe two kinds of righteousness: 

 Legal or self-righteousness, which is man's vain effort to establish his own 

righteousness by his own works - works of the law (Rom. 10:1-3). Such “law works” 

cannot save (Titus 3:5; Eph. 2:8,9); they produce only self-righteousness, which in 

the sight of God is “filthy rags” (Is. 64:6). 

 The righteousness of God in Christ. “For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes” (Rom. 10:4). Faith alone brings lasting 

happiness. “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10). Believers live the righteous life, 

but they do so not in order to be saved, but because they know they are saved. 
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Happiness is salvation's reward; in this life there is no greater joy. And there is even 

better to come: John said, “We know that when He is revealed [when Jesus comes 

again], we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2). We shall 

see Him in all His glory. This will be heavenly happiness. 

The Merciful (Matthew 5:7) 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (v.7). This beatitude does not mean 

that, if you show mercy to people, they in turn will show mercy to you. Some will, but not 

all; some may even persecute you in return. We cannot expect to receive mercy from those 

who do not know our merciful Savior. Jesus Christ showed mercy throughout His earthly 

ministry. He healed the sick, He cleansed the lepers, and He made the dumb speak, the deaf 

hear, the blind see, and the lame walk. He raised the dead and fed multitudes. He never 

failed to show mercy., but did He obtain mercy from the people? No, the Roman army, the 

religious leaders, and many of their followers joined efforts to put Him to death. They 

showed only religious hatred for God the Son (Matt. 26 and 27; cf. Is. 53:1-12). “Blessed 

are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” - but not from sinful humanity! 

We are to sow mercy, knowing well that the recipient may never show mercy in return. We 

are to bestow it in the name of our merciful Christ, who Himself will reward us in this life 

and in heaven. An illustration is the parable of the Good Samaritan, spoken by Jesus in 

answer to a lawyer who asked, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). Jesus told of a 

man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho who was robbed, wounded, and left half dead by 

thieves. A priest came by and saw the man but did not stop to help; he showed no mercy. A 

Levite also came along, stopped to look, then continued on his journey; he showed no 

mercy. But a Samaritan saw him, had compassion on him, and helped him without expecting 

anything in return. Jesus asked the lawyer, “So which of these three do you think was 

neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” When the lawyer answered, “He who showed 

mercy on him,” Jesus said, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:25-37). “Blessed are the 

merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 

The Pure in Heart (Matthew 5:8) 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (v.8). The unsaved man cannot have 

a pure heart as long as he rejects the Lord Jesus as Savior (Acts 4:12); the things of God are 

foolishness to him (1 Cor. 2:14). The natural (unregenerate) “heart is deceitful above all 

things, and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9) 

Who are the pure in heart? 

 They are void of hypocrisy (Ps. 24:3-5). 

Psalm 24:3-5 (NKJV) 3  Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may 
stand in His holy place? 4  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not 
lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. 5  He shall receive blessing from 
the LORD, And righteousness from the God of his salvation.  

 They have room for only one master, Christ (Matt. 6:24). 

Matthew 6:24 (NKJV)  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon.  

 They thirst for God as a deer thirsts for the water brook (Ps. 42:1). 

Psalm 42:1 (NKJV)  As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, 
O God.  

 They have a newly created heart (2 Cor. 5:17). David prayed, “Create in me a new heart, 

O God” (Ps. 51:10). 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 
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Psalm 51:10 (NKJV)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit 
within me.  

 They confess and forsake all known sin (Prov. 28:13). 

Proverbs 28:13 (NKJV)  He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever 
confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.  

 They never try to hide sin from God (Ps. 32:5). 

Psalm 32:5 (NKJV)  I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not 
hidden. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," And You forgave the 
iniquity of my sin. Selah  

 They are able to sin but cannot be happy in sin (Ps. 51:1-4). When they sin, they repent 

and seek forgiveness (1 John 1:9). 

Psalm 51:1-4 (NKJV) 1  Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your 
lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my 
transgressions. 2  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my 
sin. 3  For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me. 
4  Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight-- That You 
may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.  

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 They are spiritually minded; they have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:15,16). 

1 Corinthians 2:15-16 (NKJV) 15  But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he 
himself is rightly judged by no one. 16  For "who has known the mind of the LORD that 
he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ. 

Only they will see God. 

The Peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (v.9). To become this 

kind of peacemaker, we must first be “justified freely by His grace through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). To be justified is to be declared just by Almighty God 

because of the imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. For God to us declare just, 

we must believe that 

 Christ was offered on the cross to bear our sins (Heb. 9:28). 

 He was buried and in the tomb three days and nights; 

 He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15:3,4). 

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (Rom. 5:1). Now that we have peace with God, we can also share our faith with 

those at enmity against God (Rom. 8:7,8). A peacemaker is one who shares the gospel with 

those who are lost, showing them how they can have peace with God, after being justified 

by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8,9). 

Love 

What does love really mean? I say I love my wife, I love ice cream, I love French Cuisine. 

There’s only one word in English to describe love. In the Greek language there are four 

major words. 

One is Eros, which really is not used in the Bible, and is defined as sexual attraction or 

sexual love. God ordained that kind of love when He said a man shall leave his father and 

mother, cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh, meaning, Eros is restricted to 

the marriage relationship.  

Another kind of love is called Storge and is the natural bond or affection in a family 

relationship. Then there is phileo, which comes from the root word Philia. This means a 



Page 116 of 158 

warm feeling of affection that comes and goes in intensity. Most people who talk about love 

think that is what love really is, so “I fall in love and I fall out of love.” If your marriage is 

built on that kind of love, there will be times when you have a high and times when you 

have a low. You could fall in love and out of love based on that.  

The Bible says we’re to love each other with God’s kind of love, which is Agape love. What 

is “agape” love? There are many facets, and 1 Corinthians 13 gives the whole definition of 

what love involves. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NKJV) 4  Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love 
does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5  does not behave rudely, does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6  does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 
truth; 7  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

In 1 John 5:3 it says, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.” Jesus’ 

commandments show us expressions of love, but if I were going to sum it up, I would use 

Matthew 7:12, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 

even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 

It’s not a matter of all those people down at the church don’t love me, don’t care about me, 

and this and that. No, the Bible says whatever you would want someone to do to you, you 

do to them first. That is love. It goes against our flesh, against our natural grain to seek the 

welfare and benefit of other people above ourselves. It takes God. Don’t think I’m saying 

this can be manifested without God. 

The Bible says the fruit of the Spirit is love, and God is love. He is the source of love and 

the one who will show us how to love through His commandments. He’s the one who will 

give us strength, even in light of our flesh, to make the right choices and decisions and act 

on the right principles.  

Maranatha 

The expression “Maranatha!” was a key watchword and prayer among the early Christians. 

It is an Aramaic word which is a combination of two words “marana - tha” which literally 

mean “the Lord comes” or in the imperative case “Come, Lord!” 

1 Corinthians 16:22 (NKJV)  If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
accursed. O Lord, come!  

Revelation 22:20-21 (NKJV) 20  He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am 
coming quickly." Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 21  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Amen. 

It is time we prepared ourselves for Jesus’ return. It is our hope. 

Titus 2:11-13 (NKJV) 11  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 
men, 12  teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13  looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,    
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We now come to the second section of the King's manifesto. In the Beatitudes we have seen 

what the Christian is; now we are told how to manifest kingdom principles. As the King's 

subjects, we are not to withdraw from the world; we are in the world, but not of it. Jesus 

said, “You are the salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13); but if you lose your saltiness (tang), you 

are good for nothing. Again He said, “You are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). But if 

you put your light under a bushel, you will not expel darkness in others around you. Your 

light does not shine to be seen, but that others may see Christ in you, hunger and thirst after 

His righteousness. 

When you are abused, turn the other cheek; go the second mile; pray for and love your 

enemies. Why? Because “you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). 

Yes, we are the aristocracy of heaven, children of the King of kings and Lord of lords. Don't 

lose your saltiness or dim your light. The world is in spiritual darkness, blinded by the power 

of Satan, the prince of darkness (2 Cor. 4:4). Live close to Christ and reflect His light; He 

is the Light of the World (John 8:12). 

 Believers Are Salt and Light. (Matthew 5:13-16) 

 Christ, the Law, and the Prophets. (Matthew 5:17-20) 

 The King's Moral Requirements. (Matthew 5:21-32) 

 Christ speaks on Oaths. (Matthew 5:33-37) 

 Turn the Other Cheek, Go the Second Mile, and Love Your Enemy. (Matthew 

5:38-48) 

Believers Are Salt and Light 

Believers are salt and light (vv. 13-16). The teachings of Jesus are rich in parabolic 

metaphors. In these verses He uses two familiar and important elements of everyday life: 

salt and light. 

(1) “You are the salt of the earth” (v.13). Salt is aseptic; it does not cure corruption, but it 

can prevent decay from occurring. It also seasons food, making it more palatable to the 

taste. Similarly, your Christian influence in the world - measured by your conformity to 

the Beatitudes - is like salt that checks the spread of sin (corruption). However, “if the 

salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned [made salty]? It is then good for nothing.” 

(v.13). Jesus is warning believers not to lose their Christian influence - their saltiness - 

in this corrupt world. 

(2) “You are the light of the world” (v.14). Light does not shine to be seen, but to enable 

others to see - and what they are to see is not the Christian, but Christ. “Let your light 

so shine before men, that they may see your good works [not you] and glorify your 

Father [not you] in heaven” (v.16). He said, “A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden” 

(v. 14), suggesting a city whose streetlamps and home lights shine through the darkest 

night. This is a beautiful metaphor of a congregation filled with that spiritual light that 

comes from Him who is light, in whom “is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5-7). He added, 

“Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand and it gives light 

to all who are in the house” (v. 15). In this part of the metaphor, believers are taught to 

let their light shine, in their homes and elsewhere, to light the way to Jesus for the family 

and others. When congregated together, believers become a city on a hill, a beacon 

lighting the way to Jesus for all who can see the light.  

Christ, the Law, and the Prophets 

Christ said, “Do not think that I came to destroy... but to fulfill” the Law and the Prophets 

(v.17). With these words He placed His seal of authenticity on the Old Testament - the Law 

and the Prophets. He is the only Man who kept the whole law of God from the moment of 
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birth, never breaking the least commandment, not “one jot or one tittle” (v.18). “For 

whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 

2:10). Jesus walked this earth for some thirty-three years, and even after all those years He 

could challenge His enemies, saying, “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” (John 8:46). Pilate 

said of Jesus, “I find no fault in Him at all” (John 18:38). There is only one righteousness 

that is worthy of the kingdom of heaven, and that is the righteousness of Christ, who “is the 

end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes... For with the heart one believes 

unto righteousness” (Rom. 10:4,9,10). 

The King's Moral Requirements 

In this portion of the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord contrasts the false teachings of the 

scribes and the Pharisees with His authoritative teaching on the moral commandments. “He 

taught them as one having authority, but not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:29). He appealed to no 

higher authority, because there is none higher: His authority is sovereign, because He is the 

God-Man. “And the Word [God] became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). In this 

part of His manifesto, the King disputed the scribes' and the Pharisees' interpretation of the 

moral law. Six times He made this challenging statement: “You have heard that it was said... 

But I say to you.....” (v. 21,22). It is no wonder that when He ended the Sermon, “the people 

were astonished [amazed, speechless, dumbfounded] at His teaching” (Matt. 7:28). 

(1) “You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder' “(vv. 21-26). 

“You shall not murder” is the sixth commandment (Ex. 20:13). There is a difference 

between killing in general and murder. It is not murder when you kill to protect your 

home, family, self, or country. To murder is to kill a person with malice (premeditated 

or not). The Pharisees taught that as long as you did not shed innocent blood, that is, 

awfully take a life, you were innocent of transgressing the sixth commandment. Jesus 

corrected this interpretation, saying to people and to the Pharisees, “But I say to you that 

whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment” 

(v.22). Malice becomes murder in the heart, and God will judge such “murder.” If you 

commit murder in your heart, or call a brother a fool, and later, while worshiping, you 

remember this transgression, you must leave the place of worship and make amends to 

your brother. It is as if you owed someone who is about to take you to court: Settle it 

out of court, for you cannot escape your obligation. Paul said, “Owe no one anything 

except to love one another” (Rom. 13:8-10). There is one debt that can never be paid in 

full - the debt of love. Without love it is impossible to fulfill God's holy law. 

(2) “You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery' “(vv. 

27-30). The Pharisees defined adultery as the act itself; they must have thought that God 

did not know the heart of man. Again Jesus said to the people and the Pharisees, “But I 

say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for he has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart” (v. 28); correspondingly, a woman has already committed adultery 

who lusts in her  heart. You can easily commit adultery in your heart, aided today by 

books, magazines, movies, and television, until your eyes, in Peter's words, are “full of 

adultery” (2 Pet. 2:12-17). Your mind can control what the eye sees or what the hand 

touches. Job said, “I have made a covenant with my eyes; why then should I look upon 

young woman?” (Job 31:1).  

(3) “It has been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce' 

“(v.31). Here again, Jesus corrects the teachings of the scribes and Pharisees. “But I say 

to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes 

her to commit adultery” (v.32). 

Later, when the Pharisees came to Jesus to test Him, asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 

his wife for just any reason?” (Matt. 19:3), they were trying to get Jesus to contradict the 

teachings of Moses on divorce (Deut. 24:1-4). In their narrow, legalistic interpretation of 

Moses' law, a man could simply write out a note saying that he was divorcing his wife for 

some trivial reason. His response, however, was to repeat His earlier teaching - basing it on 
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the Creation account written by Moses (Matt. 19:1-9)! (The apostle Paul gives still another 

reason for divorce, one which did not exist until the formation of the New Testament church 

- 1 Cor. 7:10-15). 

Adultery is a sin, but no sin of immorality is unpardonable. Jesus forgave an adulterous 

woman, saying, “Go and sin no more” (John 8:1-12). To the Samaritan woman, married five 

times and now living with a man who was not her husband, Jesus revealed that He was the 

Messiah, inviting her to drink the water of eternal life so that she might never thirst again 

(John 4:1-42). 

Christ Speaks on Oaths 

“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall 

perform your oaths to the Lord.' But I say to you, do not swear at all” (vv. 33,34). In other 

words, if we were living up to the Sermon on the Mount, we would never need to take an 

oath, in or out of court. 

Is your word your bond? Or do you speak with a forked tongue, or from both sides of your 

mouth? When you make a business transaction, do you say one thing and mean another? 

Are you a double-talk artist? Jesus said, “Let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For 

whatever is more than these is from the evil one” (v. 37; cf. John 8:44). To the honest person, 

yes is yes and no is no. There is no gray area - truth is truth and a lie is a lie; even though 

we may call it a “little white lie,” it is still a lie, and we are liars (James 3:5-10).  

If the world could live up to the teaching of this kingdom manifesto, most of the world's 

problems could be solved. When the King of king returns to this earth and establishes His 

Kingdom, His manifesto will be obeyed, and mankind will learn to tell the truth - God's 

truth.  

Turn the Other Cheek, Go the Second Mile, and Love Your Enemy 

“You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But I tell you 

not to resist an evil person” (vv. 38,39). If they slap you on the cheek, give them the other 

cheek to strike. If anyone sues you for your tunic, give him your cloak also. If he compels 

you to carry his burden for a mile (Roman soldiers could do this, under Roman law), offer 

to carry it a second mile (vv. 38-42). The believer has the ability to demonstrate his new life 

in Christ, “because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who 

was given to us” (Rom. 5:5). 

“You have heard... 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy'” (v. 43). This was 

the teaching of the scribes and the Pharisees. But Jesus said, “Love your enemies, bless 

those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use 

you and persecute you” (v. 44). Pray for them in love, from a heart filled with the love of 

God (1 Pet. 1: 22, 23).  

Why? Because God loves them that love throughout their wicked lives. His sun shines on 

the evil and the good; His rain falls on the just (those who have been justified by faith - 

Rom. 5:1), and on the unjust (the unsaved). But if we love only those who love us, we are 

no better than the ungodly, who do the same.  

Even if we love our antagonist and show it by turning the other cheek and by going the 

second mile for a taskmaster, we may suffer persecution, even as the apostles were beaten 

for daring to preach Christ. They responded by “rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 

suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:40-42). They practiced the kingdom principle by turning 

the other cheek and loving their enemies, because the love of God filled their hearts (Rom. 

5:5); they “will  receive the crown of life [a reward] which the Lord has promised to those 

who love Him” (James 1:12). 

As subjects of God's kingdom, not only are we to do what is demanded of us by the laws of 

man, we are to go beyond the demands of the law, even though it may be an unjust law. If 

someone takes your shirt, give him your coat also. If you are compelled to go a mile for 
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someone, go two miles in the spirit of the Lord. Do you love your family and friends? You 

should love those who love you; this is easy. But do you love your enemy? This is the true 

test of the kingdom principle. 

Forgiveness 

Matthew 18:21-22 (NKJV) 21  Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22  Jesus said to 
him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 

I think Peter thought he was being very generous to ask how many times he should forgive 

someone who sinned against him, “seven times in a day, do you think?” Jesus said, “Peter, 

not seven but seventy times seven.” That’s 490 times, but it doesn’t mean that after 490 

times you don’t have to forgive. What Jesus said was an impossible number of offenses that 

would happen to an individual in a day. He was saying forgiveness should be continual, that 

it should go on and on. Forgiveness should be the real attitude of a Christian. Jesus said in 

Luke 23:34, “Father forgive them; for they know not what they do.” And also Stephen the 

martyr, in Acts 7:60 said, “Lay not this sin to their charge.” Not all people will receive 

forgiveness, but the attitude in the heart of a Christian should be always to offer it.  

Jesus tells a parable about forgiveness when He continues in verse 23 of Matthew 18, 

“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account 

of [make a reckoning with] his servants, And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 

unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. [The Living Bible says that is like ten 

million dollars.] But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, 

and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. The servant 

therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will 

pay thee all” (brackets mine). Now, here’s the situation: There is a man who actually owes 

ten million dollars to his master. There is no way he can pay it-he knows he can’t and the 

master knows he can’t. In those days, you couldn’t claim bankruptcy like you can in the 

United States-they’d sell you, your wife, your children, and everything you had, and you’d 

go into slavery. You would be sent to prison until everything was paid, and if it never was, 

you’d stay in prison all your life. This man did the only thing he knew to do: He got down 

on his knees and cried for mercy, “O master, please be patient with me! Please, I beg you. 

I’ll repay you everything. Just be patient!” Notice what happened in verse 27. It says the 

master was moved with compassion for him, and he forgave him his debt.  

We had a debt we could not pay. The Bible says that the wages of sin was death (Rom. 

6:23)-separation from God for eternity-all the silver and gold in the world couldn’t redeem 

us. Then God in His compassion and in His grace sent His Son Jesus Christ to earth to pay 

the debt we couldn’t pay. God looked upon us in His compassion and mercy and said, “I 

forgive you that debt.” 

Jesus said in the parable in Matthew 18 that if we do not forgive from our hearts after we’ve 

been forgiven such a great debt by our heavenly Father, we will be delivered into the hands 

of the tormenters. What are the tormenters? They can be all kinds of things--demonic 

strongholds, oppression, sickness, depression, disease, and many other things. The root is 

unforgiveness. Not forgiving after we have been forgiven allows Satan a foothold in our 

lives. The Bible says we have to make the decision to forgive. In the Lord’s prayer (Matt. 

6:9-11), Jesus said to forgive as we’ve been forgiven.  

Mark 11:25-26 says that when we pray, if we have anything against anyone, we’re to 

forgive. What does that mean? Unforgiveness should stay in our hearts how long? Only as 

long as it takes us to go to the Lord and pray. And if we have the slightest bit of 

unforgiveness against anyone, we should release them and say, “God, I’m letting them go 

today. I’m forgiving them. I’m making a choice because You forgave me such a great debt.” 
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Miracles 

Miracles are God’s direct supernatural interventions in the world where He overrides or 

suspends the laws of nature to accomplish His purposes. The miracles in the Bible include 

physical healings, resurrections, controlling nature, and casting out demons. They also 

involve cosmic signs and judgments like the plagues against Egypt. 

Miracles do not occur in a vacuum. They operate within the context of bigger themes. One 

such theme is God’s sovereignty. In reality, the question of miracles at its simplest is a 

question of whether an infinite, sovereign God has the power as well as the right to 

demonstrate that power within the sphere over which He rules. The answer to that question 

is a resounding, Yes! 

Another important theme that intersects with kingdom miracles is the fall of man. Miracles 

occur because of negative circumstances in a fallen and cursed world. For example, physical 

healings in the Bible occur because people are sick. Resurrections occur because people die. 

Nature miracles occur because creation threatens man (i.e. Jesus calming a threatening 

storm). Exorcisms were needed because Satan and demons harm people. 

Miracles were not needed before the fall when there was no sickness, death, nature run 

amok, or demon possession. Miracles also are not necessary in the eternal kingdom because 

nothing bad happens there. Miracles are acts of restoration. They correct something gone 

wrong. They are tastes or glimpse of the restoration of all things (see Acts 3:19-21). 

Miracles, therefore, are inherently related to the kingdom of God and have kingdom 

implications. 

Miracles serve several purposes. They are acts of compassion. Also, miracles confirm God’s 

messengers (see Heb 2:3-4). 

Hebrews 2:3-4 (NKJV) 3  how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who 
heard Him, 4  God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

Miracles are also closely connected to God’s kingdom plans. The coming of God’s kingdom 

involves miracles. Just as miracles were associated with Israel’s kingdom after the exodus, 

so too miracles will be associated with Messiah’s reign. This was true with Jesus’ first 

coming (see Matt 4:17, 23-24). It was also true for the apostles who performed miracles as 

part of their proclamation of Jesus and His kingdom in Acts 3. It will also be true in the 

future when the two witness of Revelation 11 perform miracles in light of the soon return 

of Jesus. 
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Though Pre-Tribulation, Pre-Wrath and Post-Tribulation rapture comes with their set of 

meanings, it is best to go by what the Bible says about it.  

I mention “Pre-Wrath” often, but I neither fully believe in the movement known as “Pre-

Wrath” nor do I belong to their camp. 

Rather than use Christianeese, it is best to see what the Word of God says about it. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 (NKJV) 51  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed-- 52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. 

John 14:1-3 (NKJV) 1  "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also 
in Me. 2  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV) 13  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. 16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18  Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

The Rapture is very clearly mentioned in the Old Testament in Daniel 12:2: "And many of 

those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others 

to disgrace and everlasting contempt." When we look at the context of this verse and then 

compare it with other Scripture, we can clearly see that this verse is speaking of our being 

gathered up to Christ at His coming just as it is detailed in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17. 

Genesis 5:24 (NKJV)  And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took 
him.  

2 Kings 2:11 (NKJV)  Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that 
suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; 
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  

“Pre-Wrath” Rapture 

The whole purpose of Jesus Christ’s coming was to save those who believe in Him from the 

wrath of God.  

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 (NKJV) 9  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10  who died for us, that whether we wake or 
sleep, we should live together with Him. 

Romans 5:9 (NKJV)  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

The Prewrath rapture is one of several premillennial views on the end-times events among 

evangelical Christians, and states that Christians will be raptured at the end of a time called 

the Beginning of Sorrows that occurs in the first half of the seventieth week of the Prophecy 

of Seventy Weeks, and before the day of the Lord's wrath (God's wrath). The prewrath 

position emphasizes the biblical distinction between tribulation (which Christians have been 

promised) and the wrath of God (which Christians have been promised 

deliverance/salvation from). 

According to the Prewrath perspective, the great tribulation begins 3.5 years after the 

Antichrist "makes a covenant with the many" (Daniel 9:27), in the middle of "Daniel's 70th 
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week." The 70th week is a reference to Daniel 9:24, where each day of the week corresponds 

to a year (for a total of seven years). After the first 3.5 years, the Antichrist will make himself 

known with the abomination that causes desolation, and he will reign for 3.5 years (42 

months or 1260 days). The latter half of the 3.5 years is characterized by the Antichrist 

deceiving the world and persecuting the church. 

Although the exact timing of the rapture is not known, one of the key points to the Prewrath 

view is that the rapture comes after the sixth seal is opened (Revelation 6:12), when the 

moon is turned into blood. The tribulation of God's people will then be cut short (according 

to Jesus in Matthew 24:29-31, Mark 13:24-27) with the second coming of Christ and the 

rapture, and those who are left behind on Earth will face the trumpets and bowls of God's 

wrath (Rev 16:1); hence the term "Prewrath."  

Daniel 9:27 (NKJV)  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But 
in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the 
wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the 
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate."  

Revelation 6:12 (NKJV)  I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there 
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became like blood.  

Matthew 24:29-31 (NKJV) 29  "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30  Then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And 
He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Mark 13:24-27 (NKJV) 24  "But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25  the stars of heaven will fall, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26  Then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds with great power and glory. 27  And then He will send His angels, and 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest part of earth to the 
farthest part of heaven. 

Revelation 16:1 (NKJV)  Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the 
seven angels, "Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth."  

God's wrath against the ungodly will follow for the remainder of the seven years in what is 

known as the Day of the Lord. 

The pre-wrath position makes a very important distinction between the Antichrist’s great 

tribulation, which will be directed against God’s people, and the event of the day of the 

Lord’s wrath, which will be directed against the ungodly. The great tribulation will happen 

first, and at some unknown day and hour those days of persecution will be cut short with 

the return of Christ (Matt 24:22). The Lord will come down to the clouds to resurrect the 

dead-in-Christ and rapture together those believers who have survived up to the coming 

(parousia) of our Lord (1 Thess 4:15-17). Immediately after the rapture, the Lord’s wrath 

will begin to be executed against the ungodly, displayed in the systematic judgments of the 

trumpets, bowls, and the battle of Armageddon. 

Matthew 24:22 (NKJV)  And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be 
saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened. 

Matthew 24:29-31 (NKJV) 29  "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30  Then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And 
He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 



Page 125 of 158 

together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  

1 Thessalonians 5:1-28 (NKJV) 1  But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, 
you have no need that I should write to you. 2  For you yourselves know perfectly that 
the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3  For when they say, "Peace and 
safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 
woman. And they shall not escape. 4  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that 
this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5  You are all sons of light and sons of the day. 
We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6  Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but 
let us watch and be sober. 7  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk are drunk at night. 8  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9  For God did not 
appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10  who 
died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 
11  Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 
12  And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over 
you in the Lord and admonish you, 13  and to esteem them very highly in love for their 
work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14  Now we exhort you, brethren, warn 
those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 
15  See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both 
for yourselves and for all. 16  Rejoice always, 17  pray without ceasing, 18  in everything 
give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19  Do not quench the 
Spirit. 20  Do not despise prophecies. 21  Test all things; hold fast what is good. 
22  Abstain from every form of evil. 23  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24  He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 
25  Brethren, pray for us. 26  Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 27  I charge you by 
the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy brethren. 28  The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.  

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 (NKJV) 1  Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2  Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3  We are bound to thank God always 
for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of 
every one of you all abounds toward each other, 4  so that we ourselves boast of you 
among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that you endure, 5  which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment 
of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also 
suffer; 6  since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who 
trouble you, 7  and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8  in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9  These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10  when He comes, in that Day, 
to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because 
our testimony among you was believed. 11  Therefore we also pray always for you that 
our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of 
His goodness and the work of faith with power, 12  that the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

In the post-tribulational schema, God’s people immediately descend to earth after they were 

just caught up to the clouds in the rapture. The pre-wrath position, instead, affirms that after 

the rapture the Son will usher his redeemed people before the throne of the Father in heaven 

(John 14:2-3; 2 Cor 4:14; Rev 7:13-15; Isa 26:19-21). And only after the completion of the 

series of judgments on earth will God’s people then descend to earth in the New Jerusalem. 

John 14:2-3 (NKJV) 2  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place 
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for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may 
be also.  

2 Corinthians 4:14 (NKJV)  knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also 
raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you.  

Revelation 7:13-15 (NKJV) 13  Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who 
are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?" 14  And I said to 
him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15  Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 
temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them.  

Isaiah 26:19-21 (NKJV) 19  Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body they shall 
arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; For your dew is like the dew of herbs, 
And the earth shall cast out the dead. 20  Come, my people, enter your chambers, And 
shut your doors behind you; Hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment, Until the 
indignation is past. 21  For behold, the LORD comes out of His place To punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; The earth will also disclose her blood, And 
will no more cover her slain.  

Timeline 

1. The "beginning of birth pains" starts with wars, famines and earthquakes around the 

world (Matthew 24:19). This duration is thought to cover the first 3.5 years of Daniel's 

70th week, which starts when the Antichrist confirms or strengthens a seven year 

"covenant with the many" (Daniel 9:24).  

Matthew 24:19 (NKJV)  But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are 
nursing babies in those days! 

2. The Antichrist starts his reign with the “abomination of desolation” (Matthew 24:15) at 

the midpoint of the 70th week, putting an end to sacrifice and offering (Daniel 9:27). 

His reign, along with the false prophet (Revelation 13:11), lasts for 3.5 years. 

Matthew 24:15 (NKJV)  "Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him 
understand), 

3. The Antichrist's rule begins the great tribulation, a worldwide distress unequaled to any 

across history (Matthew 24:21). At this time the believers of God face persecution. 

Matthew 24:21 (NKJV)  For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been 
since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

4. During the latter half of the 3.5 years and prior to Jesus' return, the sun will be darkened, 

the moon will not give its light, stars will fall from the sky (Joel 2:10, Matthew 24:29). 

In Revelation 6:12, this coincides with the opening of the sixth seal, when the sun turns 

black and the moon turns blood red. 

Matthew 24:29 (NKJV)  "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

5. Jesus appears coming on the clouds of the sky to all, and angels will bring about the 

rapture of the Church (Matthew 24:30-31, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, 1 Corinthians 

15:51-52). In Revelation, his appearance is signified by the people calling out, "hide us 

from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!" (Rev 6:12) 

Matthew 24:30-31 (NKJV) 30  Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, 
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And He will send His 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 (NKJV) 51  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, 
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but we shall all be changed-- 52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed.  

6. God's wrath falls on the remaining unbelievers, called the "day of the Lord" (Joel 2:11). 

Since the Second Coming and the rapture of the Church occur immediately before the 

Day of the Lord, they occur before God’s wrath - hence, the “Prewrath rapture” of the 

Church. The 7th seal encompasses the wrath of the seven trumpets (Revelation 8:2); the 

seventh trumpet may represent the seven bowls of wrath, which complete the mystery 

of God (Revelation 11:15). 

Revelation 8:2 (NKJV)  And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to 
them were given seven trumpets. 

Revelation 11:5 (NKJV)  And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their 
mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be 
killed in this manner. 

7. Since the Antichrist’s reign lasts for 42 months (or 3.5 years) according to Revelation 

13:5, the Antichrist’s rule ceases at the end of the 70th week. 

8. At the battle of Armageddon, the Antichrist and the false prophet are defeated and cast 

into the lake of fire. Since the time of the Antichrist is 1290 days according to Daniel 

12:11 (30 days longer than his 42-month reign), his end is then placed 30 days after 

Daniel’s 70th week. 

Daniel 12:11-12 (NKJV) 11  And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, 
and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred 
and ninety days. 12  Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three 
hundred and thirty-five days. 

9. 45 days after the destruction of the Antichrist, Christ’s millennial reign is established. 

This is based on Daniel 12:12, which states, “Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the 

one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.” The 45 days is derived from taking 

1335 and subtracting 1260 days (42 months of Antichrist's reign) and 30 days (the end 

of the Antichrist), or 1335-(1260+30)=45. 

Our Future according the Bible 

1. There is a future seven-year period, and at the midpoint the Antichrist will be revealed 

and commit the abomination of desolation, initiating his great tribulation against the 

Church and Israel. 

2. There is a biblical distinction between the Antichrist’s great tribulation against the 

Church and Israel and the day of the Lord’s wrath against the ungodly. The latter event 

happens after the former event. 

3. The gathering of the elect mentioned in Matthew 24:31 refers to the rapture (cf. Mark 

13:27; Luke 21:28; Rev 7:9-17; 1 Thess 4:13-18; 2 Thess 2:1). 

4. At an unknown day and hour during the second half of the seven-year period, the 

Antichrist’s great tribulation will be cut short by the Revelation of Christ to resurrect 

and rapture God’s people, and this will be followed immediately by the day of the Lord’s 

wrath executed upon the ungodly. 

5. On the same day the rapture happens, the onset of the day of the Lord’s wrath takes 

place, just as it was in the days of Noah and Lot (Luke 17:22-37; cf. 2 Thess 1:5-10). 

6. The second coming (parousia) is not a simple (instantaneous) event. The second coming 

is a complex-whole event containing various purposes of God, beginning with the 

Revelation of Christ in the sky displaying his Shekinah glory and power to the whole 

world, and resurrecting and rapturing God’s people, followed by the day of the Lord’s 

judgments upon the ungodly and the Antichrist’s kingdom, restoring Israel to salvation, 

and culminating in Christ’s earthly reign. 
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7. Although Armageddon is an element within the complex-whole second 

coming, Armageddon does not initiate the second coming; instead, the second coming 

begins between the sixth and seventh seal. 

8. The resurrection and rapture happens between the opening of the sixth seal and the 

seventh seal. 

9. The first six seals are not part of the day of the Lord’s wrath. The first six seals are 

conditional events that must happen before Christ’s return. 

10. The sixth seal signals the impending day of the Lord’s wrath as recorded in Joel 2:30-

31; Matthew 24:29; Luke 21:25-26; Mark 13:23-25; and Revelation 6:12-17. 

11. The seventh seal pronounces the day of the Lord’s wrath. 

12. The trumpets, bowls, and Armageddon contain and execute the day of the Lord’s wrath. 

13. The trumpets, bowls, and Armageddon will not occur before the seventh seal is opened. 

14. Paul’s “last trumpet” (1 Cor 15:52) is not the seventh trumpet judgment in the book of 

Revelation. 

15. Christ’s return to resurrect and rapture God’s people is not imminent (“any moment”), 

since discernible prophesied events must happen first (e.g., the Antichrist’s revelation 

and his ensuing great tribulation; the apostasy; coming of Elijah; and a cluster of 

discernible celestial events). Christ can return in any generation of the Church.   
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Commonly, but inappropriately, the entire 70th Week is referred to as the Day of the 

Lord.  On the contrary, I have shown that, starting at the midpoint  of the 70th Week, the 

following events-as a sequence of four axioms used as foundational blocks in demonstrating 

the timing of the Pre-Wrath Rapture event-will occur in chronological order, as follows:  

1. The cessation of sacrifices and offerings in the midst of the 70th Week, then the 

abomination that causes desolation inside of a “holy place,” as described by Jesus, which 

will be standing in Jerusalem at that time (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15);  

2. The beginning of the Great Tribulation period;  

3. The cosmic disturbances of the Sixth Seal, where the sun and moon will turn dark and 

the heavenlies will be shaken;  

4. The Pre-Wrath Rapture of believers, and finally  

5. The Day of the Lord, which will not merely be one day in length but will be a period of 

time, beginning with the opening of the Seventh Seal.  

The opening portion of the Day of the Lord-the “day of vengeance”-probably will last 

approximately a year (Isaiah 34:8, 61:2, 63:4), during which the devastating wrath of God 

will be poured out upon the earth.  Just as the 70th Week is a “week” of seven years, I 

believe the final “day” of that “week” of years-the seventh year-most likely will be set apart 

from the rest of the week.  It will be the first segment of the Day of the Lord period.  The 

remainder, which will be the majority of the Day of the Lord, will be the Millennium, lasting 

a thousand years (Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8; Revelation 20:2-7).  

Interestingly, the apostle Peter, quoting the prophet Joel (Joel 2:31) in his reference to the 

Day of the Lord (Acts 2:20), changed one word in his description.  Joel said that it would 

be “great and dreadful,” but Peter described it as “great and glorious.”  Both were 

correct.  The beginning of the Day of the Lord period will be dark, cruel, fierce, and 

dreadful.  After that, however, that “day” will be bright, compassionate, gentle, and glorious 

(Isaiah 11:10).  Just as a day, in Jewish tradition, begins with darkness (after sunset) and 

ends with light (after dawn), so the Day of the Lord will begin with a time of gloominess 

and despair and be transformed, after Jesus returns, into an era of illumination and 

enlightenment. 

In Paul’s day, some of the Thessalonians had been given deceptive information, indicating 

that the “day of the Lord”-with which Paul associated “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and our being gathered [raptured] to him” (2 Thessalonians 2:1,2)-already had come.  Paul 

told the Thessalonians that the “day of the Lord” would not come until  the man of 

lawlessness (Antichrist) would be “revealed” at the time that he “sets himself up in God’s 

temple [or shrine], proclaiming himself to be God” (2:3,4). 

Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV)  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment, 

John 16:8 (NKJV)  And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 

Luke 4:16-21 (NKJV) 16  So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. 
And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood 
up to read. 17  And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had 
opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 18  "The Spirit of the LORD 
is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent 
Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight 
to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19  To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the LORD." 20  Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21  And 
He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."  
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Isaiah 61:1-2 (NKJV) 1  "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD 
has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound; 2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And the day of 
vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,  

The day of vengeance of our God. This is a day of comfort to those who seek Him, and a 

day of judgment to those who deny Him. 

Today a man may be a blasphemer of God, an atheist, can denounce God and teach bad 

doctrine. Seemingly God does nothing about it. But the day designated in Scripture as “the 

day of the Lord” is coming when God will punish human sin, and He will deal in wrath and 

in judgment with a Christ-rejecting world. One thing we are sure of, that God in His own 

way will bring every soul into judgment. 

Today, you may be wondering when your vindication will come, wondering what the point 

in living for God is, that day will prove you, and God will vindicate you. 

1 Timothy 5:24-25 (KJV) [24]  Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to 
judgment; and some men they follow after. [25]  Likewise also the good works of some 
are manifest beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid. 

This is the landmark event, one that is to come, that serves as the passing of this age to the 

next. 

It is in the future, and it is drawing closer as we speak. You can spend a lifetime studying 

it. I have taught a two-hour session on it. Speak to me if you need the link to the video 

online. 

For our program, I am going to orient you to what it is by going through a few scriptures 

about the Day of the Lord. 

Zechariah 14:1-4 (NKJV) [1]  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil 
will be divided in your midst. [2]  For I will gather all the nations to battle against 
Jerusalem; The city shall be taken, The houses rifled, And the women ravished. Half 
of the city shall go into captivity, But the remnant of the people shall not be cut off 
from the city. [3]  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He 
fights in the day of battle. [4]  And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 
Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in 
two, From east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move 
toward the north And half of it toward the south  

Parousia 

Acts 1:9-12 (NKJV) 9  Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He 
was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10  And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, 11  who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner 
as you saw Him go into heaven." 12  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey.  

The same Jesus will return, as He went up, so He will come down. This what we just read 

about in Zechariah.  

I want to give a brief explanatory note for the Greek noun behind the word “coming,” which 

is parousia, meaning “an arrival and a continuing presence.” It is the term behind the 

expression “second coming” or “second advent.” The Lord’s second coming (parousia) will 

be a comprehensive-complex whole. 

We can illustrate this by looking at Jesus’ first coming. When we think of this event, we do 

not think exclusively of his birth. His birth was his arrival, but his subsequent presence 
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included his upbringing, teaching ministry, miracles, discipleship, death, burial, and 

resurrection. It was a complex whole that God used to fulfill his purposes. 

Similarly, the second coming will begin with Jesus’ arrival in the clouds to resurrect the 

dead and rapture them along with believers who are alive at that time (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV) [13]  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope. [14]  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. [15]  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. [16]  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. [17]  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. [18]  Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

The biblical writers often emphasized the arrival aspect of the parousia because they wanted 

to induce godly living in their listeners. But it would be a mistake to think they viewed it as 

limited only to Jesus’ glorious appearing in the sky to resurrect the dead and rapture all 

believers. 

This is because his subsequent presence (parousia) will encompass major events such as 

the day of the Lord’s wrath, bringing the remnant of Israel to salvation, and reclaiming his 

earthly regal-rule, which will extend into the millennium.  

In short, Christ’s parousia will be realized in his delivery of God’s people, judgment upon 

the wicked, and reign over the world. 

It will be His day of rule on earth, not man's day. The day of the Lord is a day of 

punishment for the living wicked; 

Isaiah 4:2-6 (NKJV) [2]  In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and 
glorious; And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel 
who have escaped. [3]  And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and 
remains in Jerusalem will be called holy--everyone who is recorded among the living 
in Jerusalem. [4]  When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, 
and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by 
the spirit of burning, [5]  then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of 
Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of 
a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering. [6]  And there 
will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and 
for a shelter from storm and rain.  

A day of destruction from the Almighty;  

Isaiah 13:6-9 (NKJV) [6]  Wail, for the day of the LORD is at hand! It will come as 
destruction from the Almighty. [7]  Therefore all hands will be limp, Every man's heart 
will melt, [8]  And they will be afraid. Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them; They 
will be in pain as a woman in childbirth; They will be amazed at one another; Their 
faces will be like flames. [9]  Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, with both 
wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy its sinners from 
it.  

Joel 1:15 (NKJV)  Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand; It shall come 
as destruction from the Almighty.  

A day of God's wrath upon the enemies of Israel;  

Isaiah 34:8 (NKJV)  For it is the day of the LORD'S vengeance, The year of 
recompense for the cause of Zion.  
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A day of darkness and gloominess; 

Joel 2:31 (NKJV)  The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, 
Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.  

2 Thessalonians 2:7-10 (NKJV) [7]  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 
only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. [8]  And then 
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His 
mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. [9]  The coming of the lawless 
one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 
[10]  and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not 
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
Jude 1:14-15 (NKJV) [14]  Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these 
men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, [15]  to 
execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh 
things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

A day of trouble and distress;  

Zephaniah 1:7-18 (NKJV) [7]  Be silent in the presence of the Lord GOD; For the day 
of the LORD is at hand, For the LORD has prepared a sacrifice; He has invited His 
guests. [8]  "And it shall be, In the day of the LORD'S sacrifice, That I will punish the 
princes and the king's children, And all such as are clothed with foreign apparel. 
[9]  In the same day I will punish All those who leap over the threshold, Who fill their 
masters' houses with violence and deceit. [10]  "And there shall be on that day," says 
the LORD, "The sound of a mournful cry from the Fish Gate, A wailing from the 
Second Quarter, And a loud crashing from the hills. [11]  Wail, you inhabitants of 
Maktesh! For all the merchant people are cut down; All those who handle money are 
cut off. [12]  "And it shall come to pass at that time That I will search Jerusalem with 
lamps, And punish the men Who are settled in complacency, Who say in their heart, 
'The LORD will not do good, Nor will He do evil.' [13]  Therefore their goods shall 
become booty, And their houses a desolation; They shall build houses, but not 
inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards, but not drink their wine." [14]  The great day 
of the LORD is near; It is near and hastens quickly. The noise of the day of the LORD 
is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out. [15]  That day is a day of wrath, A day of 
trouble and distress, A day of devastation and desolation, A day of darkness and 
gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, [16]  A day of trumpet and alarm 
Against the fortified cities And against the high towers. [17]  "I will bring distress upon 
men, And they shall walk like blind men, Because they have sinned against the 
LORD; Their blood shall be poured out like dust, And their flesh like refuse." 
[18]  Neither their silver nor their gold Shall be able to deliver them In the day of the 
LORD'S wrath; But the whole land shall be devoured By the fire of His jealousy, For 
He will make speedy riddance Of all those who dwell in the land.  

 Saved from wrath 

Romans 5:9 (NKJV)  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 (NKJV)  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

This day of the Lord is the time that Paul said would come after the hinderer of lawlessness 

is removed from the earth, and after the reign of the Antichrist. In  2 Thess. 2:1-12 Paul 

made it clear that two things must precede the day of the Lord-a great falling away and the 

man of sin being revealed. 

Two Events Precede the Day of the Lord 

2 Thessalonians 2:3(NKJV [3]  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will 
not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son 
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of perdition  

1. The Falling away.  Greek: apostasia (NT:646), defection, revolt, apostasy.  Used 

only here and in Acts 21:21, but the same as apostasion, divorce, in Matthew 5:31; 

Matthew 19:7; Mark 10:4.   

2. The man of sin is revealed (2 Thess. 2:3). 

Hebrews 10:25--Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 

Matthew 25:13- Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh. 

The “day and hour” is a very specific point in time. If it were not possible to know the time 

in the wider sense, as many people claim, why should we “watch?” Better still, what are we 

to “watch” for? 

 

Genesis 1:14 (NKJV) Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and 
for days and years; 

Amos 3:7 (NKJV) Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to 
His servants the prophets. 

Romans 8:14 (NKJV) For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God. 

Matthew 16:1-3 (NKJV) 1 Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him 
asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered and said to them, 
"When it is evening you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red'; 3 and in the 
morning, 'It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.' Hypocrites! 
You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the 
times. 

Ephesians 5:15-16 (NKJV) 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  
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At the judgment, the books will be opened. The Book of Life contains the names of those 

who have put their trust in Christ to save them. These books also contain the recorded deeds 

of everyone, good or evil. Everyone's life will be reviewed and evaluated. No one is saved 

by deeds, but deeds are seen as clear evidence of a person's actual relationship with God. 

Jesus will look at how we have handled gifts, opportunities, and responsibilities. God's 

gracious gift of salvation does not free us from the requirement of faithful obedience and 

service. Each of us must serve Christ in the best way we know and live each day knowing 

the books will one day be opened. 

Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV)  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment, 

Revelation 20:11-15 (NKJV) 11  Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on 
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them.  
12  And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. 
And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.  
13  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the 
dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.  
14  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  
15  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he 
has done, whether good or bad. 

In the Scriptures, we are instructed to rightly divide the word of truth. This is most essential 

when studying the judgments. Do not endeavor to make all the judgments conform to the 

theory of one “general judgment.” The “general judgment” theory is the invention of early 

medieval religion and is not taught in the Word of God. 

2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV)  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

There are at least five separate judgments revealed in the Bible, and they differ as to time, 

place, and purpose. Yet, they all have one thing in common: The Lord Jesus Christ is the 

Judge. 

John 5:22 (NKJV)  For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to 
the Son, 

Everyone, from Adam to the last man to be born on this earth, will stand before the Lord 

Jesus Christ to be judged. In the first judgment, the sins of the believer have already been 

judged in Christ on the cross. In the second judgment, the believer is to judge self or be 

judged and disciplined by the Lord Jesus Christ. In the third judgment, all believers must 

appear at the “judgment seat of Christ” where their works are to be judged. In the fourth 

judgment, all nations are to be judged at the second coming of Christ. In the fifth judgment, 

the wicked dead are to be judged at the Great White Throne. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he 
has done, whether good or bad. 

The Judgment of the Believer's Sins 

John 5:24 (NKJV)  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes 
in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death into life. 

In the above verse, our Lord tells us that a believer “shall not come into judgment.” Our sins 

were judged in Christ on Calvary, and every believer “has passed from death into life” 
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(v.24). This is present salvation. Christ paid for our sins. He was judged in the believer's 

stead. The believer will not come into judgment because 

(1) Jesus Christ paid the penalty. On the grounds of His substitutionary death, the believer 

is separated from his sins forever. 

Psalm 103:12 (NKJV)  As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our 
transgressions from us.  

(2) The sins of the believer have been blotted out, and God has promised that He “will not 

remember your sins”. 

Isaiah 43:25 (NKJV)  "I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own 
sake; And I will not remember your sins.  

(3) Our Lord suffered for our sins, “the just for the unjust,” that we might be saved and 

never come into judgment as sinners. 

1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV)  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the 
Spirit, 

(4) The believer will never be condemned with the world, because Christ was condemned 

in his place. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us” (2 Cor.5:21). Christ was 

made a curse for us on the cross, and “has redeemed us from the curse of the law” (Gal. 

3:13). “He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb. 9:26). The 

believer will not come into judgment, because his sins have been purged. 

Hebrews 1:3 (NKJV)  who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of 
His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

The Judgment of the Believer's Self 

1 Corinthians 11:31 (NKJV)  For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be 
judged. 

The believer's self-judgment means more than judging things in the believer's life. When 

the believer judges his life, the good and the bad in his life come to light; he confesses the 

bad (1 John 1:9) and forsakes it (Is. 55:7). 

Isaiah 55:7 (NKJV)  Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our 
God, For He will abundantly pardon.  

However, it is not enough just to judge sin in the believer; he must judge self. 

To judge self is to practice self-abnegation (the denial of one's own interests in favour of the 

interests of others); for when the believer sees self as God sees him, he will renounce self. 

It is replacing the self-life with Christ-life (Col. 3:4). Christ is the believer's life. 

Colossians 3:4 (NKJV)  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 
appear with Him in glory. 

(1) To judge self is to deny self. This is more than self-denial. Self-denial is denying 

one's self of fleshly gratifications. If we practice a self-denial only, it is treating the 

symptom and not the illness. But when we deny self, we are attacking the root 

problem, for in self (i.e., in the flesh) “nothing good dwells” (Rom. 7:18). To deny 

self is to take up our cross and follow Christ (Mark 8:34-38), to lose the self-life, 

and find the Christ-life. 

Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 



Page 136 of 158 

(2) To judge self is to become less and less self-conscious, and more and more Christ-

conscious (Matt. 28:20). 

Matthew 28:20 (NKJV)  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

(3) To judge self is to become Christ-controlled (Acts 9:6). 

Acts 9:6 (NKJV)  So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me 
to do?" Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told 
what you must do." 

(4) To judge self is to esteem others better than self (Phil. 2:3), to become selfless. 

Philippians 2:3 (NKJV)  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

The Judgment of the Believer's Works (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

Romans 14:10 (NKJV)  But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show 
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

The believer's works will be judged at the “judgment seat of Christ” (v.10). The term 

“judgment seat of Christ” is found only twice in the Bible, but it is referred to many times. 

It is found in the above verse, and also in Romans 14:10. A careful reading of both verses 

in context reveals that only believers will appear at the judgment seat of Christ. Their works 

will be judged, not their sins; for we have already seen that the sins of the believer were 

judged in Christ on Calvary, and “there is therefore now no condemnation [judgment]to 

those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). 

(1) This judgment will take place “in the air” following the first resurrection. “And the 

dead in Christ will rise first” (1 Thess. 4:14-18). After the resurrection of the saved, 

a thousand years will pass before the resurrection of the unsaved (Rev. 20:4,5),and 

so there will be a thousand years between the judgment seat of Christ, where only 

saved will appear, and the judgment at the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11),where 

only unsaved will appear. 

(2) At the judgment seat of Christ, the believer will give an account of himself to God. 

Therefore, we should look at our own works, and not judge the works of others 

(Rom. 14:10-13). 

(3) It is a most humbling thought to know that someday the believer will face all his 

works - good or bad. Some believers will be ashamed (1 John 2:28) and “suffer loss” 

- not the loss of salvation, but the loss of rewards (1 Cor. 3:11-15). So, whatever you 

do, do it to the glory of God (Col. 3:17). 

Judgment of the Nations (Matthew 25:31-46) 

This judgment is not that of the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-15). A careful comparison 

of the two judgments will establish the following facts: 

(1) The judgment of the nations will take place “when the Son of Man comes in His glory.... 

[and]then He will sit on the throne of His glory” (v.31). The Great White Throne is never 

called “the throne of His glory.” 

(2) At this judgment, He will judge the living nations (Joel 3:11-16). At the Great White 

Throne, He will judge the wicked dead. 

(3) At this judgment, there will be no resurrection of the dead. At the Great White Throne, 

all the wicked dead are raised: “The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and 

Hades delivered up the dead who were in them” (Rev. 20:13). 

(4) At this judgment, the judge is specifically Christ “the king” (v. 34) judging the nations 

in His earthly kingdom. At the Great White Throne, the kingdom is no longer in view - 

indeed, the earth itself has “fled away” (Rev. 20:11). 
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(5) At this judgment, no books will be opened. At the Great White Throne, there will be 

books opened (Rev. 20:12). 

(6) At this judgment, there are three classes judged: 

a) “Sheep” - the saved (v.33; Rev.7:19-17). 

b) “Goats “- the unsaved (v.33;2 Thess. 1:7-10). 

c) “Brethren” - the elect of Israel (v.40; Rev. 7:1-8; Rom. 11:25-28). 

At the Great White Throne, there is only one class, “the dead” (Rev. 20:12). 

(7) At this judgment, the King will give the kingdom to those who have eternal life. At the 

Great White Throne, there will be no saved and no kingdom; All those judged will be 

“cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15). 

The Judgment of the Wicked (Revelation 20:11-15) 

The Great White Throne judgment will follow the thousand-year reign of Christ. This is the 

final judgment, and only the wicked dead are to be judged. According to Revelation 20:5, 

believers were resurrected a thousand years before this judgment, and their works were 

judged at the “judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10). 

(1) At this judgment the wicked dead will seek a hiding place from the face of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the judge. But there is no hiding place. 

(2) At this judgment the “dead, small and great” (v.12), will stand before God. But the 

greatness of the great will be of no value. “There is none who does good, no, not 

one” (Rom. 3:12). 

(3) At this judgment the “Book of Life” (v.12) will be opened to show conclusively that 

these people are not in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

(4) At this judgment the dead will be judged “each one according to his works” (v.13). 

God is a just God, since there are degrees of punishment in hell, some will be 

punished more than others (Luke 12:42-48). 

(5) At this judgment there will be no acquittal, no higher court to which the lost may 

appeal. They are lost and lost forever; they are damned to all eternity, without hope. 

In hell there is no hope, no sympathy, no love. Even the love of God does not extend 

into the portals of hell. 

The Beginning and the End 

Genesis Revelation 

The sun is created The sun is not needed. 

Satan is victorious. Satan is defeated. 

Sin enters the human race Sin is banished. 

People run and hide from God People are invited to live with God forever. 

People/Creation cursed The curse is removed. 

Tears are shed, with sorrow for sin No more sin, no more tears or sorrow. 

The garden and earth are cursed God's city is glorified; the earth is made new. 

Paradise is lost Paradise is regained. 
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Genesis Revelation 

People are doomed to death Death is defeated; believers live forever with 

God 

The Bible records for us the beginning of the world and the end of the world. The story of 

mankind, from beginning to end-from the fall into sin to redemption and God's ultimate 

victory over evil-is found in the pages of the Bible. 

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 (NKJV) 24  Then comes the end, when He delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and 
power.  
25  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  
26  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  
27  For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are put 
under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.  
28  Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be 
subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. 

Death and the grave are thrown into the lake of fire. God's judgment is finished. The lake of 

fire is the ultimate destination of everything wicked-Satan, the beast, the false prophet, the 

demons, death, the grave, and all those whose names are not recorded in the Book of Life 

because they did not place their faith in Jesus Christ. John's vision does not permit any gray 

areas in God's judgment. If by faith we have not identified with Christ, confessing him as 

Lord, there will be no hope, no second chance, no other appeal. 
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We now come to one of the most important kingdom passages- Revelation 19 and 20. 

Revelation 19:11-21 describes the second coming of Jesus. Jesus returns with power and 

glory and destroys His enemies. Also destroyed are the beast and false prophet (20-21). The 

kingly implications of Jesus’ coming are evident in Revelation 19:15-16: 

From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and 

He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of 

God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “King of 

Kings, and Lord of Lords.” 

Striking the nations and ruling them with “a rod of iron” brings what God promised for His 

Messiah in Psalm 2:9 (see also Rev 2:26-27). The nations that scoffed at the Messiah are 

brought into subjection to the King of kings and Lord of lords. With Revelation 20:1-10 the 

events of the second coming of Jesus unfold and an intermediate kingdom of a thousand 

years is explicitly revealed.  

Summary of the End Times: 

1. Satan will be bound and all his activities are completely ceased for a thousand years. 

2. Positions of kingdom authority are granted to God’s people and previously martyred 

saints. 

3. The martyrs who were slain for the testimony of Jesus are resurrected and reign with 

Christ for a thousand years. 

4. Another group, “the rest of the dead,” comes to life a thousand years later. 

5. Those who are part of the first resurrection are priests of God and Christ and will reign 

with Him for a thousand years. 

6. At the end of the thousand years Satan is released and leads a rebellion that is 

immediately defeated with fire from heaven. 

With Revelation 21 and 22, we come to the culmination of God’s kingdom program and the 

goal of all history. Ever since the fall God’s plan has been to restore His creation through 

the Son. This involves fulfilling the rule and subdue mandate of Genesis 1:26-28. At this 

point, Jesus’ prayer that God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt 6:10) is a perfect 

reality. God is all in all (see 1 Cor 15:28). The Son’s commission to reign until all His 

enemies have been defeated has occurred. Messiah’s reign upon the earth has taken place 

and the Father’s verdict is, “Mission Accomplished!” The transition to the eternal kingdom 

commences. The Messiah’s mediatorial reign does not end as much as it transitions and 

merges into the Father’s kingdom. Both Father and Son are on the throne (see Rev 22:3). 

All three relationships God placed man into at creation are fully restored. 

First, man is in proper relationship with his Creator. Second, man is in complete fellowship 

and harmony with other human beings. And third, man’s relationship with the creation is 

restored. All three relationships were marred at the fall, but now all three are complete.  

While Genesis 1-2 was the original “Once upon a time,” with Revelation 21-22 we see the 

ultimate “And they lived happily ever after.” In one sense this is the end. Yet in another it 

is the beginning. This is the start of a new world inhabited only by lovers of God who will 

live forever confirmed in holiness and love in a world never again tainted by sin. They will 

spend the “ages to come” (Eph 2:7) worshiping God, reigning, and discovering the 

adventures of the new earth. 

The words of C.S. Lewis, from The Last Battle, capture this idea well: 

All their life in this world and all their adventures had only been the 

cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One 

of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on 

forever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.  
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The Timing of The New Earth 

The most detailed discussion of the eternal kingdom is found in Revelation 21:1-22:5. There 

is much described here but our focus is mostly on how this section relates to the kingdom’s 

timing and nature. As for timing, what is described starting in Revelation 21:1 occurs 

chronologically after the thousand-year reign of Christ on the earth, the final rebellion and 

defeat of Satan, and the Great White Throne judgment of Revelation 20. These events are 

followed by, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth” (Rev 21:1). The “new heaven and 

a new earth” language of Revelation 21:1 is first found in Isaiah 65:17-“For behold, I create 

new heavens and a new earth,” and then again in Isaiah 66:22. Second Peter 3:13 declares: 

“But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 

righteousness dwells.” The final hope and destination of the believer is not the intermediate 

state in heaven, or even the millennium of Revelation 20:1-6, but the eternal state as 

described in Revelation 21 and 22. 

God has never given up on his original creation. Yet somehow we’ve managed to overlook 

an entire biblical vocabulary that makes this point clear. Reconcile. Redeem. Restore. 

Recover. Return. Renew. Regenerate. Resurrect. Each of these biblical words begins with 

the re-prefix, suggesting a return to an original condition that was ruined or lost. 

The “river of the water of life” in Revelation 22:1 shows the presence of water in the new 

Jerusalem. As with Ezekiel 47, the presence of a river means vegetation abundance, in this 

case “twelve kinds of fruit.” Ezekiel 47 also says the gushing river that flows from the 

temple makes its way to the sea so “the waters of the sea become fresh” (47:8). not only 

this, but “every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes, will live” 

and “there will be very many fish” (47:9). Again, the description of Ezekiel 47 best fits the 

intermediate millennial kingdom, but the similar language of Revelation 22:1-2 indicates a 

positive function for water in the eternal state.  

The New Jerusalem 

After John saw the coming of the new heaven and new earth, He then “saw the holy city, 

new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God” (Rev 21:2). Just as the new earth is 

connected with the old earth, so too, the new Jerusalem is related to the former Jerusalem. 

Since the Jerusalem from above is the ‘new’ Jerusalem, we may suppose that it is connected 

in some manner with the old one so that the new is the old one renewed. Like believers and 

the earth, the city of Jerusalem undergoes a resurrection and renewal. Just as the new earth 

is a real tangible planet, so too is the new Jerusalem. The city, while heavenly in origin, is 

a tangible city that resides on the new earth.  

The new Jerusalem is the capital city of the new earth. 

According to Revelation 21:10 John was carried by an angel in the Spirit to “a great and 

high mountain” so he could see the new Jerusalem coming from heaven. It seems that John 

is on a mountain perch outside the new Jerusalem when the city descends to earth which 

hints at its locale on the earth outside the city. The dimensions also point to it being a city 

on the new earth. The length and width of the city are about 1500 miles. This is an enormous 

city that is roughly half of the size of the United States. 

Isaiah 2:2-4 (NKJV) 2  Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain 
of the LORD'S house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be 
exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it. 3  Many people shall come and 
say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God 
of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths." For out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4  He shall judge 
between the nations, And rebuke many people; They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore.  

Four key elements are highlighted: 
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 The pre-eminence of Mount Zion. 

 Gentile pilgrimage to Mount Zion. 

 The Lord judging the nations. 

 The removal of weapons of warfare. 

The term “mountain” refers to Mount Zion in Jerusalem, the mountain on which God’s 

temple sits. The “house of the Lord” is the temple. Mount Zion in Jerusalem will be exalted 

and elevated above the mountains and hills around it. In Isaiah’s day, Mount Zion did not 

tower above other mountains but in the “last days” it will. But is this a reference to changes 

in Mount Zion’s physical elevation, or is this a figurative elevation to prominence? We see 

no reason why both cannot be true. A physical entity can also convey a figurative meaning. 

Thus, Mount Zion can be elevated physically and in prominence. Zechariah 14:4-8 indicates 

that when Jesus returns to earth there will be massive geographic changes that affect the 

Mount of olives, Jerusalem, and the land of Israel. 

Revelation 21:24 states that, “The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their glory into it.” If kings of the earth are bringing their “glory” or contributions 

into the city, activity is taking place outside the new Jerusalem. The direction of the kings 

of the earth into the city indicates geography outside the new Jerusalem. Therefore, the new 

Jerusalem is a city on the new earth and there are geographical locales outside this great 

city. 

Nations 

Nations have been important in God’s plans since Genesis 10-11. So it is no surprise that 

nations are important in the eternal kingdom and show a point of continuity with conditions 

in this present age. On three occasions “nations” are mentioned on the new earth. The first 

two occur in Revelation 21. 

Revelation 21:24-26 (NKJV) 24  And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in 
its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25  Its gates 
shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 26  And they shall bring 
the glory and the honor of the nations into it.  

A third reference to “nations” is found in Revelation 22:2 where they are said to exist in 

harmony. So nations as geo-political entities exist on the new earth. In Revelation, the 

nations often are viewed negatively under the leadership of Satan and followers of the Beast. 

But nations are now viewed positively. Not only is Israel restored, so too are many nations. 

Some believe the “nations” are simply redeemed humanity in a generic sense without any 

ethnic and national diversity, but this is not accurate. After mentioning “nations” in 

Revelation 21:24, John also mentions “kings of the earth.” These nations have leaders-kings 

who represent their nations as they bring their glory into the new Jerusalem. The language 

here is similar to Isaiah 60: “nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 

your rising” (Isa 60:3). And, “The wealth of the nations will come to you” (Isa 60:5). Such 

a picture is consistent with OT passages such as Isaiah 19:24-25 that foretold nations in the 

future alongside Israel.  

The Nations represent a “third group” in addition to the nation of Israel and the church: 

Therefore, in addition to the Old Testament people of God indicated by the twelve gates 

named after the twelve tribes of Israel (21:12) and the New Testament people of God 

indicated by the twelve foundations inscribed with the twelve apostles, the reader is meant 

to distinguish a third group: the nations who will be converted in the future in fulfillment of 

the OT prophecies (Is. 2:2-5; 60), who will also inhabit the new Jerusalem and become, 

along with the former two groups, the one people of God (21:24; cf. v. 3).24 

The Millennium and The Eternal State 

The Bible speaks of two ages. There is a present age, which describes conditions on the 

earth before Jesus returns to set up His kingdom. Then there is an “age to come” which 
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describes conditions on earth after Jesus returns. Just as “this age” has various eras and 

dispensations, the millennium and eternal kingdom are two phases of the “age to come.” 

Both are superior to this present age, which is characterized by sin and death, yet there are 

some differences between them. The millennium is primarily the kingdom of the Last Adam, 

the Messiah, as Jesus reigns for a thousand years. 

This kingdom is mediatorial in that the Father reigns through Jesus and His followers. They  

succeed in the realm (earth) where the first Adam failed. In doing so Jesus fulfills the task 

God gave to man in the Garden of Eden. The eternal kingdom, on the other hand, involves 

the direct reign of both the Father and the Son. First Corinthians 15:24-28 explains the 

distinction. Jesus the Messiah “must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet” 

(1 Cor 15:25). We are also told that when the “end” comes “He [Jesus] hands over the 

kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power” 

(1 Cor 15:24). Thus, Jesus reigns for a period of time (millennium) and then hands His 

kingdom over to the Father (eternal kingdom). 

This shows some distinction between Jesus’ reign from David’s throne and the kingdom of 

the Father since Jesus hands His kingdom over to the Father. This does not mean Jesus stops 

ruling. Revelation 11:15 says Jesus “will reign forever and ever.” Revelation 22:3 mentions 

“the throne of God and of the Lamb [Jesus],” showing that Jesus is ruling with the Father. 

Yet a transition occurs. The millennial kingdom is uniquely the Son’s reign. The spotlight 

is on Him and His glory. It is Jesus’ time to receive the honor on earth He so richly deserves. 

It is a period of time when the world that rejected Jesus is directly under His righteous reign. 

It is also a time when the Son completes the mission of bringing this world back into 

complete conformity with the Father’s will. So the millennium highlights the Son’s reign. 

When the eternal kingdom begins the Son will hand the kingdom over to the Father, yet the 

Son still has a reigning function. 

One passage with millennial and eternal kingdom implications is Isaiah 65:17-25. This starts 

with, “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth” (65:17). These words are used of 

the eternal kingdom of Revelation 21:1a: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.” So 

then, the “new heavens and a new earth” language used in Isaiah 65:17 is found again 

concerning the eternal kingdom in Revelation 21:1.  

The chapter on Isaiah mentions childbirth (v. 23) and death (v. 20). These fit a millennial 

kingdom better. Isaiah 65:17-25 also describes the millennium or the eternal kingdom. The 

millennial kingdom could operate as an initial or first phase of the new earth. We can liken 

the relationship of the two to the concept of “first fruits”: 

In light of the whole Scripture, it appears that the Millennium is like a “first fruits” of the 

eternal state. The Millennium will be like a preview of the eternal messianic kingdom that 

will be revealed fully in the eternal state. Therefore, because the two are alike in nature, 

they share distinct similarities. 

Similarities and Differences 

There are important similarities between the millennial kingdom and the eternal kingdom. 

For example, in both the saints of God are reigning (Rev 20:4, 6 with Rev 22:5). Yet there 

are also differences. First, the millennium focuses on Jesus’ reign while in the eternal 

kingdom both the Father and Son are directly ruling (see 1 Cor 15:24-28). Second, with both 

kingdom phases the nations are subjected to Christ (see Isa 2:2-4). But in the millennium 

the nations can still sin (see Zech 14:16-19) while in the eternal kingdom they do not (Rev 

22:2). Third, righteousness and justice characterize both the millennial kingdom and the 

eternal kingdom. But in the millennium there is still some sin and death (see Isa 65:20), 

while in the eternal kingdom there is no sin or death (Rev 21:4, 8, 27). Fourth, the curse on 

the ground is lifted in both phases of the kingdom (Isa 30:23; 32:14-15; 35:1-2, 7; with Rev 

22:3). But the removal of the curse is final and permanent in the eternal kingdom. Fifth, the 

presence of sin and death are greatly reduced in the millennial kingdom while totally 
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removed in the eternal kingdom. Sixth, Jerusalem is prominent in both the millennium and 

the eternal kingdom. But in the eternal state the dimensions of the city are much greater 

(Rev 21:10-21). 

Sharper differences also exist. In the millennial kingdom there is a temple (see Ezek 40-48), 

but in the eternal kingdom no temple exists “for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb 

are its temple” (Rev 21:22). In addition, in the millennium there is marriage and childbirth 

(see Isa 65:23), but in the eternal kingdom marriage does not exist (see Matt 22:30; Luke 

20:34-36). Both the millennial kingdom and eternal kingdom are important phases of God’s 

kingdom program. They are similar and distinct and reveal how God relates to His creation 

at these strategic times in history. A proper understanding of the kingdom program will take 

both phases of the kingdom into account. 

God on The Throne and Servants Who Reign 

Revelation 22:1-5 offers the last description of the coming eternal kingdom. The “river of 

the water of life” flows from the throne of God and the Lamb (22:1). On either side of the 

river is the “tree of life” (22:2) that has not been seen since the Garden of Eden in Genesis 

3. This tree of life bears “twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.” That the tree 

yields its fruit “every month” indicates time exists on the new earth. Chronological months 

exist. 

Just as the original creation existed in time, so too will the restored creation. Negative 

elements associated with time in a fallen world such as decay and increasing weakness 

certainly will not be a part of the new creation. 

Revelation 22:3 states, “There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him.” For the first time since the fall, 

the world is no longer under a curse in any sense. This was the hope from Genesis 3:15 with 

the promise of a seed of the woman who would defeat the power behind the serpent (Satan). 

This also was the expectation expressed by Lamech: “This one will give us rest from our 

work and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed” 

(Gen 5:29). 

The new Jerusalem possesses the throne of God and the Lamb. Messiah’s kingdom has 

transitioned into the Father’s, so both are reigning from the same throne.  Rev. 22:5 then 

states God’s people “will reign forever and ever.” This last verse describing the eternal 

kingdom mentions God’s people reigning and they do so in God’s presence. 

This brings the kingdom program full circle. When God created man, He made him to rule 

and subdue the earth in His presence (Gen 1:26-28). Yet man sinned and failed in the 

dominion mandate. But the ultimate Man, Jesus the Messiah, succeeds where Adam failed. 

Now God enables those who believe in Him to carry out the mandate faithfully. This is 

probably related to the continuing new Covenant ministry of the Holy Spirit. Because of 

Jesus all things have been restored and God’s image bearers are now able to reign over the 

creation perfectly for God’s glory-“. . . and they lived happily ever after!”  
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After His death on the Cross, Jesus lay in the grave for three days (Matt 12:40). Then - God 

raised His Son from the dead! 

Romans 1:4 (NKJV)  and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the 
Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 

God Raised You Up Together with Christ 

Jesus' death was for you. So was His resurrection! 

Ephesians 2:1-6 (NKJV) 1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, 2  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, 3  among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, just as the others. 4  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6  and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  
Colossians 3:1-3 (NKJV) 1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2  Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 3  For you died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God.  

1. To Give You A New Life 
"God ... has saved us and called us to a holy life - not because of anything we have done but 

because of his own purpose and grace. 

2 Timothy 1:9-10 (NKJV) 9  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given 
to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10  but has now been revealed by the 
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel, 

2. To Give You A New Birth 

1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

3. To Give You A New Beginning 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

4. To Give You: 
A. Victory Over Satan. “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome the world, 

because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world [Satan]... for 

everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the 

world, even  our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God”. 

1 John 4:4 (NKJV)  You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because 
He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.  
1 John 5:4-5 (NKJV) 4  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is 
the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 5  Who is he who overcomes the 
world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
Colossians 2:13-15 (NKJV) 13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven 
you all trespasses, 14  having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
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against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having 
nailed it to the cross. 15  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.  

B. Authority Over Satan. After His resurrection, “...Jesus Christ... has gone into heaven 

and is at God's right hand - with angels, authorities and powers [this includes Satan] in 

submission to him” 

1 Peter 3:21-22 (NKJV) 21  There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not 
the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22  who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject 
to Him.  
Luke 10:17-19 (NKJV) 17  Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in Your name." 18  And He said to them, "I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven. 19  Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt 
you. 

C. Power Over Satan. “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 

that you may know... his incomparably great power for us who believe.” 

“That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when 

he raised him from the dead and seated him at this right hand in the heavenly realms, 

for above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, 

not only in the present age but also in the one to come.” 

“And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 

for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way” 

Ephesians 1:18-23 (NKJV) 18  the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 
you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, 19  and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward 
us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20  which He worked in 
Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21  far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 
22  And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to 
the church, 23  which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  
Mark 16:15-18 (NKJV) 15  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 16  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be condemned. 17  And these signs will follow those who believe: 
In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18  they will 
take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; 
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."  
Acts 1:8 (NKJV)  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth."  
Acts 4:33 (NKJV)  And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.  

5. To Make You a Son and Heir in God's Kingdom 
“For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the 

Spirit of Sonship. And by him we cry, 'Abba, Father.' The Spirit himself testifies with our 

spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs - heirs of God 

and co-heirs with Christ...”. 

Romans 8:15-17 (NKJV) 15  For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, 
but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16  The 
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17  and if 
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children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

The Resurrection Meets Every Need of Life 

1. It Is Your Deliverance from the PAST 
Your old sinful life was put to death on the Cross with Jesus, and buried with Him in the 

grave. Then, when Jesus was raised to life again, you were raised with Him as a new creation 

- leaving behind your old life in Jesus' grave! 

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life... the 

death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same 

way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus”. 

Romans 6:4-11 (NKJV) 4  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life. 5  For if we have been united together in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
6  knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might 
be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7  For he who has died 
has been freed from sin. 8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 
live with Him, 9  knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no 
more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10  For the death that He died, He 
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11  Likewise you also, 
reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Ephesians 2:1-7 (NKJV) 1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, 2  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, 3  among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, just as the others. 4  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6  and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7  that in the ages to come 
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.  
Colossians 2:12-15 (NKJV) 12  buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were 
raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14  having wiped 
out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. 
And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15  Having disarmed 
principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them 
in it.  

2. It Is Your Power for the PRESENT 
Because Jesus is ALIVE we have now received the power of His Spirit to live a life of 

victory over sin and all of Satan's attacks against us. 

“What then shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he not also, along with 

him, graciously give us all things!” 

“Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? Shall God who justifies? 

Who is he that condemns? Will Christ Jesus who died - more than that, who was raised to 

life - who is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us?” 
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“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 

famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” 

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loves us...” (Rom 

8:31-39). 

Romans 8:31-39 (NKJV) 31  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? 32  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33  Who shall bring 
a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34  Who is he who condemns? It 
is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also makes intercession for us. 35  Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? 36  As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter." 37  Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us. 38  For I am persuaded that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
39  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

3. It Is Your Hope for the FUTURE 
The resurrection of Jesus gives us great hope for the future. He is called “the first born from 

the dead” (Col 1:18). In His resurrection, he was opening the way for all those who would 

believe in Him to follow after Him - to also be raised from the dead! 

One wonderful day in the future, Jesus Christ will return to the earth again - not as a baby 

this time, but revealing to the whole world Who He really is - the glorious God and Rule of 

all Creation, At that time all those who have died, believing in Him, will be raised to life 

again! 

“...If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those 

also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, 

we are to be pitied more than all men.” 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.” 

“For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 

man.” 

“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, 

the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him” (1 Cor 15:17-23). See also 

1 Corinthians 15:50-57 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

1 Corinthians 15:17-23 (NKJV) 17  And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are 
still in your sins! 18  Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 
20  But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. 21  For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. 22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive. 23  But each one in his own order: Christ the first fruits, afterward those who are 
Christ's at His coming.  
1 Corinthians 15:50-57 (NKJV) 50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 
51  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 
52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53  For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54  So 
when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is 
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swallowed up in victory." 55  "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your 
victory?" 56  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57  But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV) 13  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. 16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18  Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

My Commitment 
Because of the resurrection of Christ, I make a commitment today to receive the fullness of 

my new life and liberation in Him. I will stand fast in this truth and share it with everyone I 

can. 
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John 9:4-5 (NKJV) 4  I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the 
night is coming when no one can work. 5  As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world." 

The Holy Spirit has been given two us for two purposes, personal sanctification and 

evangelism. This among many scriptures point to that. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 (NKJV)  For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
should abstain from sexual immorality; 

2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance.  

We can work, that is evangelize, talk about Jesus while it is day. It is increasingly getting 

more difficult as the night approaches, when the Holy Spirit will be taken away. Even 

when Jesus came, He was rejected. The Apostle Paul, speaking of the Day of The Lord, 

spoke of the night being almost over, meaning, we are in the last days. 

Romans 13:11-12 (NKJV) 11  And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12  The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armor of light. 

2 Timothy 4:3-5 (NKJV) 3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will 
heap up for themselves teachers; 4  and they will turn their ears away from the truth, 
and be turned aside to fables. 5  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  

This is the power that we need to Evangelize. 

Acts 1:8 (NKJV)  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth."  

Romans 15:13 (NKJV)  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 15:19 (NKJV)  in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of 
God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the 
gospel of Christ.  

1 Thessalonians 1:5 (NKJV)  For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but 
also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind 
of men we were among you for your sake.  

Personal Sanctification is another work of the Holy Spirit by drawing us closer to Jesus 

Christ, conforming us to His image. 
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Romans 8:29 (NKJV)  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

Romans 15:16 (NKJV)  that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

1 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV)  To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:  

Titus 3:5 (NKJV)  not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit,  

This brings us to who the restrainer is. 

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (NKJV)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only 
He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  
Daniel 12:1 (NKJV)  "At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who 
stands watch over the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such 
as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people 
shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book.  

I believe that the one who restrains is the Holy Spirit, not the Angel Michael. The Angel 

Michael is assigned to the Jews, but this is talking about the whole of humanity. 

Jesus, till He was baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit, did no miracles, not only that, 

he relied on the written word; the scriptures. 

Luke 3:16 (NKJV)  John answered, saying to all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but 
One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  

Luke 3:22 (NKJV)  And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon 
Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I 
am well pleased."  

Luke 4:1 (NKJV)  Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,  

Jesus went up to the father to sent us the Holy Spirit to empower us as His body. Soon, the 

Holy Spirit will go back to God, and Jesus will return. 

John 16:28 (NKJV)  I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. 
Again, I leave the world and go to the Father." 

John 14:26 (NKJV)  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I 
said to you.  

1 Peter 1:12 (NKJV)  To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they 
were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who 
have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven--things which 
angels desire to look into.  

When the Holy Spirit returns to God, we will still be sealed with Him for the day of 

redemption, but evangelization will not be effective, simply because it will be powerless 

to convince. 

John 16:8 (NKJV)  And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 

Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption.  
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The night is coming. 

Revelation 13:5-7 (NKJV) 5  And he was given a mouth speaking great things and 
blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6  Then he 
opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His 
tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7  It was granted to him to make war with 
the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, 
tongue, and nation. 

Daniel 7:21-22 (NKJV) 21  I was watching; and the same horn was making war against 
the saints, and prevailing against them, 22  until the Ancient of Days came, and a 
judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came for 
the saints to possess the kingdom. 

1 Thessalonians 5:2-5 (NKJV) 2  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of 
the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3  For when they say, "Peace and safety!" 
then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. 
And they shall not escape. 4  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day 
should overtake you as a thief. 5  You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are 
not of the night nor of darkness. 

John 17:20-23 (NKJV) 20  "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 
believe in Me through their word; 21  that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 
Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that 
You sent Me. 22  And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may 
be one just as We are one: 23  I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made 
perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved 
them as You have loved Me. 

 Unity is vital if the world is to believe in Jesus Christ. 

 Unity is required for God’s Glory to be manifested here on earth. 

 Love is necessary for unity. 

 Christ must not only be in you and me, but also evident to all. 

Matthew 22:36-40 (NKJV) 36  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
law?" 37  Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38  This is the first and great commandment. 
39  And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40  On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

 The heart: all inward affections 

 The soul: all consciousness 

 The mind: all thoughts 

Peacemakers 

Matthew 5:9 (NKJV)  Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of 
God.  

Philippians 1:27-28 (NKJV) 27  Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, 
that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel, 28  and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof 
of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.  

Proverbs 6:16-19 (NKJV) 16  These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an 
abomination to Him: 17  A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent 
blood, 18  A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 19  A 
false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.  

1 John 4:20-21 (NKJV) 20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 
whom he has not seen? 21  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who 
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loves God must love his brother also. 

 Do we have one mind? 

 Are we going about building up His Kingdom? 

 Do we try to make peace? 

 Do we really love as He loves us? 

One Body 

Ephesians 4:1-6 (NKJV) 1  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2  with all lowliness and gentleness, 
with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3  endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called in one hope of your calling; 5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6  one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  

No one is ever going to be perfect here on earth, so we must accept and love other Christians 

in spite of their faults. When we see faults in fellow believers, we should be patient and 

gentle. Is there someone whose actions or personality really annoys you? Rather than 

dwelling on that person's weaknesses or looking for faults, pray for him or her. Then do 

even more - spend time together and see if you can learn to like him or her. 

Believers are one in - Our unity is experienced in 

1. Body - The fellowship of believers-the church 

2. Spirit - The Holy Spirit who activates the fellowship 

3. Hope - That glorious future to which we are all called 

4. Lord - Christ, to whom we all belong 

5. Faith - Our singular commitment to Christ 

6. Baptism - the sign of entry into the church 

7. God - God, who is our Father who keeps us for eternity 

Too often believers are separated because of minor differences in doctrine. But Paul here 

shows those areas where Christians must agree to attain true unity. When believers have this 

unity of spirit, petty differences should never be allowed to dissolve that unity. 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NKJV)  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Seven Sorrows of not sharing the Gospel 

1. Not letting others enter the Kingdom of Heaven and not entering yourselves 

Matthew 23:13 (NKJV)  But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do 
you allow those who are entering to go in. 

2. Converting people away from God to be like yourselves 

Matthew 23:15 (NKJV)  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel 
land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much 
a son of hell as yourselves. 

3. Blindly leading God's people to follow man-made traditions instead of God's Word 

Matthew 23:16-22 (NKJV) 16  Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by 
the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged 
to perform it.' 17  Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that 
sanctifies the gold? 18  And, 'Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever 
swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.' 19  Fools and blind! For 
which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 20  Therefore he who 
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swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. 21  He who swears by the 
temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. 22  And he who swears by heaven, 
swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it. 

4. Involving yourself in every last detail and ignoring what is really important: justice, 

mercy, and faith 

Matthew 23:23-24 (NKJV) 23  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 
the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving 
the others undone. 24  Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 

5. Keeping up appearances while your private world is corrupt 

Matthew 23:25-26 (NKJV) 25  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-
indulgence. 26  Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the 
outside of them may be clean also. 

6. Acting spiritual to cover up sin 

Matthew 23:27-28 (NKJV) 27  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are 
full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 28  Even so you also outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

7. Matthew 23:29-36 Pretending to have learned from past history, but your present 

behavior shows you have learned nothing. 

Matthew 23:29-36 (NKJV) 29  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because 
you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 
30  and say, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.' 31  Therefore you are witnesses 
against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32  Fill up, 
then, the measure of your fathers' guilt. 33  Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you 
escape the condemnation of hell? 34  Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise 
men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will 
scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35  that on you may come 
all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and 
the altar. 36  Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 

Jesus mentioned seven ways to guarantee God's anger, when he told the religious leaders, 

"What sorrow awaits you." These seven statements were strong and unforgettable. They are 

still applicable anytime we become so involved in perfecting the practice of religion that we 

forget that God is also concerned with mercy, real love, and forgiveness. 

The Savior Lifted Up 

John 3:14-15 (NKJV) 14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15  that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life.  
John 12:32-33 (NKJV) 32  And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to 
Myself." 33  This He said, signifying by what death He would die. 

Numbers 21:6-9 (NKJV) 6  So the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died. 7  Therefore the people 
came to Moses, and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and 
against you; pray to the LORD that He take away the serpents from us." So Moses 
prayed for the people. 8  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set 
it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall 
live." 9  So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a 
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serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.  

 This is the transaction to which Christ alluded in the text.  

 The objective in both cases was to save men from the bite of the serpent, 

o its influence being unchecked, is the death of the body:  

o the effects of sin, unpardoned and uncleansed from the heart, are the ruin of the soul. 

 Christ is lifted up, to the end that sinners, believing in Him, may not perish, but may 

have eternal life.  

 We may observe two points of analogy between the brazen serpent and Christ. 

1. Christ must be lifted up as the serpent was in the wilderness. From the passage 

quoted above out of John 12. it is plain that this refers to His being raised up from 

the earth upon His cross at His crucifixion. 

2. Christ must be held up as a remedy for sin, even as the brazen serpent was as a 

remedy for a poison. It is not uncommon in the Bible to see sin represented as 

sickness. For this malady, Christ had healing power. He professed to be able to 

forgive sin and to cleanse the soul from its moral pollution. Continually did He claim 

to have this power and encourage men to rely upon Him and to resort to Him for its 

application. In all His personal instructions He was careful to hold up Himself as 

having this power, and as capable of affording a remedy for sin. 

Men looked upon the serpent, expecting divine power to heal them. Even those ancient men, 

in that comparatively dark age, understood that the serpent was only a type, not the very 

cause in itself of salvation. 

Just so the Hebrews received that wonderful healing power by simply looking toward the 

brazen serpent. No doubt this was a great mystery to them, yet it was none the less a fact. 

Let them look; the looking brings the cure, although not one of them can tell how the healing 

virtue comes. So we are really to look to Christ, and in looking, to receive the healing power. 

It matters not how little we understand the mode in which the looking operates to give us 

the remedy for sin. 

This looking to Jesus implies that we look away from ourselves. There is to be no mixing 

up of quack medicines along with the great remedy. Such a course is always sure to fail. 

Thousands fail in just this way, forever trying to be healed partly by their own stupid, self-

willed works, as well as partly by Jesus Christ. There must be no looking to man or to any 

of man's doings or man's help. All dependence must be on Christ alone. As this is true in 

reference to pardon, so is it also in reference to sanctification.  

This is done by faith in Christ. It is only through and by faith that you get that divine 

influence which sanctifies the soul - the Spirit of God; and this in some of its forms of action 

was the power that healed the Hebrews in the wilderness. 

Looking to Christ implies looking away from ourselves in the sense of not relying at all on 

our own works for the cure desired, not even on works of faith. The looking is toward Christ 

alone as our all-prevalent, all-sufficient and present remedy. 

There is a constant tendency in Christians to depend on their own doings, and not on simple 

faith in Christ. The woman of the blood-issue seems to have toiled many years to find relief 

before she came to Christ; had no doubt tried everybody's prescriptions, and taxed her own 

ingenuity to its utmost capacity, but all was of no avail. At last she heard of Jesus. He was 

said to do many wonderful works. She said within herself-This must be the promised 

Messiah-who was to "bear our sicknesses" and heal all the maladies of men. O let me rush 

to Him, for if I may but touch the hem of His garment, I shall be whole. She did not stop to 

philosophize upon the mode of the cure; she leaned on no man's philosophy, and had none 

of her own; she simply said-I have heard of One who is mighty to save, and I flee to Him. 
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Matthew 28:17-20 (NKJV) 17  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some 
doubted.  
18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth.  
19  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
20  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

We are to go-whether it is next door or to another country-and make disciples. It is not an 

option but a command to all who call Jesus "Lord." We are not all evangelists in the formal 

sense, but we have all received gifts that we can use to help fulfill the great commission. As 

we obey, we have comfort in the knowledge that Jesus is always with us. 

Matthew 6:9-15 (NKJV) 9  In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  
10  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.  
11  Give us this day our daily bread.  
12  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  
13  And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
14  "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  
15  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.  

Jesus in your life 

Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

No one is saved by a prayer alone. As scripture says, “by grace, through faith” in Jesus, and 

that this is a “gift of God”. It is vital that no one is stamped as saved; whether it be a form 

of “sinner’s prayer” or through some form of work. 

How then can someone be saved? Here are a few scriptures:    

The Problem 

Romans 3:23 (CEB) All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. 

Romans 3:10 (CEV) The Scriptures tell us, “No one is acceptable to God!” 

The Consequences 

Romans 5:12 (WEY)  What follows? This comparison. Through one man sin entered 
into the world, and through sin death, and so death passed to all mankind in turn, in 
that all sinned. 

Romans 6:23 (ERV) When people sin, they earn what sin pays—death. But God 
gives his people a free gift—eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The Scope 

Romans 1:20 (ICB) There are things about God that people cannot see—his eternal 
power and all the things that make him God. But since the beginning of the world 
those things have been easy to understand. They are made clear by what God has 
made. So people have no excuse for the bad things they do. 

The Solution 

Romans 5:8 (GNT) God has shown us how much he loves us—it was while we were 
still sinners that Christ died for us! 

John 3:16-17 (NKJV) For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did 
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not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved. 

The Response 

Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For 
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.  

Acts 22:16 (NKJV)  And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash 
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.' 

The Assurance 

Acts 2:21 (NKJV)  And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the 
LORD Shall be saved.' 

Romans 10:13 (NLT) Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

The Result 

Romans 5:1 (VOICE) Since we have been acquitted and made right through faith, we 
are able to experience true and lasting peace with God through our Lord Jesus, the 
Anointed One, the Liberating King. 

Romans 8:1 (NKJV)  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  

Romans 8:38-39 (EXB) Yes, I am ·sure [convinced] that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor ·ruling spirits [or heavenly rulers; or demons; rulers; principalities], 
nothing ·now [in the present], nothing in the future, no ·powers [or spiritual 
powers/authorities], ·nothing above us [or no powers in the sky], ·nothing below us 
[or nor powers in the depths], nor ·anything else in the whole world [any created 
thing] will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
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