


What
“Grow with Ephea®” is an open call for recently 
graduated fashion designers and emerging fashion 
brands who aim to redefine fashion systems, — fusing 
avant-garde and futuristic aesthetics with a thoroughly 
sustainable vision.

It’s a call for conscious creativity: an invitation to 
challenge the status quo challenge the status quo and 
champion responsible material innovation as a creative 
advantage — a powerful tool to imagine bold new 
languages, forms, and narratives in fashion.

The Call The Concept

We’re looking for a project that is both visionary and 
viable: a garment, accessory, or mini collection that 
reflects fashion’s stylistic and sustainable evolution 
— with elegance, depth, and a forward-looking spirit.

At the core of this challenge is Ephea® Willow — an 
innovative, biofabricated material that deserves to be 
interpreted with boldness and respect.
Your project must explore and enhance the uniqueness 
of Ephea Willow, transforming its distinctive qualities 
into aesthetic, cultural, and functional value. 

We seek designers who can engage in a true dialogue 
with the material — elevating it through an innovative, 
and conscious design language.
Those who dare to explore, challenge, and create with 
purpose.

Ephea® Willow is not just a material — it’s a manifesto 
for the future of luxury.

This is your opportunity to tell its story with style, 
boldness and awareness. 



At the crossroads of Nature, fashion, science and 
creativity, Ephea® was born from a powerful conviction: 
the future of fashion must not only look beautiful 
— it must be beautiful, in every sense.

That’s why we’re launching an open call to grant access 
to Ephea. We believe in empowering a new generation 
of designers to create with purpose — not compromise. 
This era embraces sustainability as a source of 
inspiration, not limitation. With Ephea, we offer more than 
a biofabricated material: we offer a canvas for change.

Why 
“Grow with Ephea” is a creative call 
— a movement for visionary minds.
 A space where your boldest ideas meet 
a material designed for the future. 
A chance to redefine luxury — not as excess, 
but as harmony, intention, and lasting impact.

This isn’t just a call to design.
It’s an invitation to grow —
your vision, our material, 
a shared journey toward something greater.

Design without compromise. 
Create with purpose.



Project
Applicants are invited to submit a design proposal resulting 
in a garment, accessory, or mini collection that showcases 
the visual and material potential of Ephea® Willow.

The selected designer will independently produce a 
prototype, supported by our team in optimizing the design 
to ensure effective functionality.

Each project should include a custom color proposal 
(Pantone/NCS) that enhances Ephea’s natural aesthetic and 
aligns with the concept.

The final submission must follow all format and content 
guidelines provided.

Proposal submission deadline:
November 30, 2025 – 11:59 PM (CET)

Selection period:
December 2025

Announcement of selected project:
January 7, 2026

Prototype development & delivery deadline:
By April 1, 2026

Official presentation:
Milan Design Week – April 21–26, 2026

Expected Output Project TimelineWhat We Offer

The selected project will receive:

   A supply of Ephea® Willow in the proposed custom 
color (Pantone/NCS), with access to tones from the 
existing palette

   Technical support throughout prototype development, 
including best practices and handling guidelines

   Visibility across Ephea’s official channels and inclusion 
in promotional content

   Official presentation of the final piece during Milan 
Design Week, as part of a dedicated event



A NEW MATERIAL 
FOR A NEW WORLD

About Ephea

E p h e a ®  i s  b o t h  o u r  b r a n d  a n d  t h e 
n a m e  o f  o u r  m a t e r i a l s .

I n s p i r e d  b y  h y p h a e — t h e  b r a n c h i n g 
c e l l s  o f  m y c e l i u m  t h a t  r e a c h  t o w a r d 
o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  a  s i l e n t  d a n c e .

E p h e a  i s  b o r n  f r o m  c o n n e c t i o n , 
g r o w n  i n t o  f o r m ,  a  c a t e g o r y - s h a p i n g 
m a t e r i a l  f a m i l y ,  d r i v e n  b y  a  s i n g l e 
q u e s t i o n 
—  w h a t  d o e s  e v o l u t i o n  f e e l  l i k e ?

O u r  b i o - f a b r i c a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  b l e n d 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  l i v i n g  s y s t e m s 
w i t h  t h e  t i m e l e s s  p o w e r  o f  c r a f t ’ s 
t r a d i t i o n s .

A  n e w  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a  n e w  w o r l d .
B u i l t  t o  l a s t ,  y e t  l i g h t  i n  i t s  p r e s e n c e .

C o n s c i o u s . 
T r a n s p a r e n t . 
V i s i o n a r y .

I t ’ s  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  d e s i g n  d a r e s 
t o  c a r e ,  w h e n  t o u c h  a n d  a e s t h e t i c s 
a r e  l e d  b y  t h e  s o u l .



VISION
O u r  d e s i r e d  f u t u r e  i s  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  g l o b a l  h a l l m a r k

f o r  s u p e r i o r  b i o  f a b r i c a t e d  m a t e r i a l s

PURPOSE
E p h e a ®  e x i s t s  t o  b l e n d  l i v i n g  s y s t e m s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n

t o  u n l o c k  t h e  n e x t  e r a  o f  m a t e r i a l s

MISSION
To  a c h i e v e  o u r  a m b i t i o n  w e  m u s t  u n l e a s h  c r e a t i v i t y

w i t h  i n n o v a t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  c o m b i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n t e g r i t y , 
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a n d  d e s i r a b i l i t y .



Ephea is  a  category-shaping mater ia l  fami ly, 
dr iven by a s ingle quest ion: 

Our bio-fabr icated mater ia ls 
blend the potential  of l iv ing systems 
with the t imeless power of craf t ’s  tradit ions. 

WHAT DOES MATERIAL EVOLUTION FEEL LIKE?

E p h e a ®  g r o w i n g  r o o m  |  I n a r z o  ( V A )  -  I t a l y



Ephea’s technology is grounded in a symbiotic partnership 
with fungal microorganisms, harnessing mycelium—their 

vegetative structure—as a key agent to bind and transform 
various types of residual and low-value substrates. 

Through this process, these undervalued inputs are converted 
into fully functional, high-value materials and products. 

Mycelium is the ideal partner in enabling a shift from 
an extractive, exploitative paradigm to a regenerative model, 

rooted in the language of bio-fabrication.

Grown from a perpetual resource

Ephea biofabrication process(*): 
( * )  Internat ional  patent  fami ly  publ ished as WO2020/115690HOW IS IT GROWN?

Mycelium — the living body of fungi



1. FEEDSTOCK SELECTION 2.FUNGAL STRAIN SELECTION
 — the natural alchemy of becoming

FROM HYPHAE 
TO EPHEA

E p h e a  i s  b o r n  f r o m  a  l i v i n g  p r o c e s s , 
g u i d e d  b y  N a t u r e ’ s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d 
r e f i n e d  t h r o u g h  i n d u s t r i a l  p r e c i s i o n .

I t  s t a r t s  w i t h  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d ,  l o w - v a l u e 
o r g a n i c  b i o m a s s  —  c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  t o 
n o u r i s h  f u n g a l  g r o w t h .
A  s p e c i f i c  f u n g a l  s t r a i n  i s  c h o s e n  f o r 
i t s  m o r p h o l o g y  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y 
m e t a b o l i s e  t h i s  f e e d s t o c k .  C u l t i v a t e d 
u n d e r  s t e r i l e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  s t r a i n 
e n s u r e s  m a t e r i a l  p u r i t y  a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y .



3.MYCELIUM GROWTH 4. GROWING IN MOULDS AT SEMI-LIQUID STATE 

 — Ephea is not made - it is grown
ENGINEERED BY NATURE

T h e  m y c e l i u m  g r o w s  b y  c o l o n i s i n g  t h e 
s u b s t r a t e ,  f o r m i n g  a  d e n s e  n e t w o r k  o f 
h y p h a e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t i g h t l y  c o n t r o l l e d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  c o l o n i s e d 
m a t r i x  i s  t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  c u s t o m 
b i o r e a c t o r s ,  w h e r e  i t  c o n t i n u e s  g r o w i n g 
i n  a  s e m i - l i q u i d  s t a t e ,  t a k i n g  s h a p e  a n d 
s t r u c t u r e  f r o m  t h e  m o l d  a n d  p a r a m e t e r s .

O n c e  f u l l y  m a t u r e d ,  t h e  m y c e l i u m  i s 
h a r v e s t e d ,  s t a b i l i s e d ,  a n d  d r i e d  i n t o  a 
u n i f o r m  m a t  —  a  p u r e ,  h i g h - p e r f o r m a n c e 
m a t e r i a l  m a d e  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  m y c e l i u m .

T h i s  i s  E p h e a : 
a  n e w - g e n e r a t i o n ,  b i o - f a b r i c a t e d  m a t e r i a l 
—  r o o t e d  i n  n a t u r e ,  r e a l i s e d  t h r o u g h 
t e c h n o l o g y .



5. SEMI-FINISHED PRODUCTS 6. TANNING

FROM RAW TO FINISHED
 — crafted with tanneries

E p h e a  r a w  m a t s  u n d e r g o  a  r e f i n e d  w e t 
p r o c e s s :  g e n t l y  w a s h e d ,  t h e n  i n f u s e d 
w i t h  n a t u r a l  t a n n i n s ,  r e s i n s ,  o i l s , 
a n d  p i g m e n t s .  I n s p i r e d  b y  t r a d i t i o n a l 
v e g e t a b l e  t a n n i n g ,  t h i s  m e t h o d 
t r a n s f o r m s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  a  v e r s a t i l e , 
s e m i - f i n i s h e d  s h e e t .

B u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t a n n i n g .  U n l i k e 
a n i m a l  h i d e s ,  E p h e a  d o e s n ’ t  r e q u i r e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n  —  i t ’ s  n a t u r a l l y  s t a b l e . 
T h e  p r o c e s s  s e r v e s  t o  e n h a n c e : 
i m p r o v i n g  b o d y ,  s o f t n e s s ,  d e n s i t y , 
d u r a b i l i t y ,  a n d  d e p t h .

E a c h  t r e a t m e n t  r e v e a l s  n e w  t e x t u r e s  a n d 
t o n e s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  r a w  b e a u t y  o f 
m y c e l i u m  s h a p e d  b y  b o t a n i c a l  c h e m i s t r y 
—  a  s u b t l e  a l c h e m y  t h a t  g i v e s  v o i c e  t o 
t h e  f o r e s t  i n  f e e l  a n d  f o r m .



7. FINISHED MATERIAL MATS 8. MANUFACTURING

F i n i s h i n g  i s  w h e r e  E p h e a  f i n d s  i t s  v o i c e 
—  i t s  l o o k ,  f e e l ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h .  S k i l l e d 
h a n d s  a n d  p r e c i s e  c h o i c e s  g i v e  t h e 
m a t e r i a l  t e x t u r e ,  d e p t h ,  a n d  c h a r a c t e r .

E a c h  f i n i s h  s e r v e s  a  p u r p o s e :  e n h a n c i n g 
a p p e a r a n c e ,  i m p r o v i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  o r 
r e f i n i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e .

E p h e a  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a d a p t .  I t  s u p p o r t s 
a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p o s t - p r o c e s s i n g 
t e c h n i q u e s :  l a m i n a t i o n ,  l a s e r  c u t t i n g , 
e d g e  p a i n t i n g ,  s t i t c h i n g ,  t a p i n g ,  a n d 
r e i n f o r c e m e n t .

I t  a l s o  w e l c o m e s  d e c o r a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t s 
l i k e  e m b r o i d e r y ,  e m b o s s i n g ,  e n g r a v i n g , 
s c r e e n  p r i n t i n g ,  a n d  m o r e .

F r o m  s t r u c t u r e  t o  s u r f a c e  d e t a i l  —  E p h e a 
b e c o m e s  y o u r  c a n v a s .

Finishing is not the end — 
it’s where the story begins

ENHANCING EPHEA



Life Cycle Assessment

Climate Change
kg CO2 eq./sqm

finished Ephea

finished Bovine Leather

points/sqm m3 deprivation/sqm
Land Use Water Use

LCA

The study is based on the Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) methodology, an internationally 
standardized method conducted in accordance with the standards:
• UNI EN ISO 14040 (2021) Environmental Management, Life Cycle Assessment, Principles and 
Framework.
• UNI EN ISO 14044 (2021) Life Cycle Assessment, Requirements and Guidelines.
• UNI EN ISO 14025 (2010) Environmental Labels and Declarations - Type III Environmental 
Declarations Principles and Procedures.
• Product Category Rules (PCR) FINISHED BOVINE LEATHER– The International EPD® System (only 
for some indications).

APPROACH TO COMPARISON
The comparisons has been conducted between 1 m² of finished Ephea and 1 m² of tanned leather. 
The selection of the benchmark for the comparison is based on the results of the analysis using 
the EF 3.1 method: the database process with the lowest impact in terms of GWP (Global Warming 
Potential) has been used as the reference.

Database entries selected as benchmark:
Tanned leather → Leather, cattle, wet-white metal-free tanned {GLO} | technology mix | production 
mix, at tannery | m² | LCI result.

-91,6%-91,4%-82,2%



Ephea® Willow is the range characterised by the most 
fluid finish, providing Ephea with a lightness reminiscent 
of the gently swaying branches of a weeping willow. 
Its unique texture - harmoniously irregular and kindly 
wrinkled - reveals the natural pattern of the mycelium 
network, with subtle veining that echoes the streaks 
found on the willow trees’ leaves. An elegant materials 
expression celebrating the authentic beauty of nature in 
all its grace and simplicity.

ephea
WILLOW



ephea
WILLOW



ephea
WILLOW



OBSIDIAN KHAKITERRA POPPY SAFFRON CURCUMA

colour palette



M o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  c o l o r , 
a s  d e e p  a s  t h e  n i g h t , 
a s  a n c i e n t  a s  t h e  e a r t h .
i t ’ s  t h e  v e r y  e m b o d i m e n t 
o f  m y s t e r y ,  p o w e r ,  a n d  t i m e l e s s  b e a u t y .
A  b l a c k  t h a t  p u l l s  y o u  i n , 
w r a p s  y o u  i n  i t s  e m b r a c e ,
s o l i d ,  u n y i e l d i n g ,  p u r e .

O b s i d i a n  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  v o i d ,
y e t  w i t h i n  i t ,  i n f i n i t e  d e p t h  a n d  s t r e n g t h s .
A  p r i m a l  f o r c e ,  s i l e n t  y e t  c o m m a n d i n g ,
a  q u i e t  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  s p e a k s  i n  s t i l l n e s s .

I t  i s  E p h e a ®  —  u n a p o l o g e t i c a l l y  r a w ,
e t e r n a l l y  e l e g a n t ,  i n  i t s  p u r e s t ,  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  f o r m .

Ob s id i a n



“ Te r r a ”  m e a n s  e a r t h ,  l a n d ,  g r o u n d  —  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a l l  w e  k n o w.

Te r r a
Te r r a  —  t h e  c o l o r  o f  r o o t s ,  o f  l i f e  c r a d l e d  i n  t h e  e a r t h . 
W a r m ,  c o m f o r t i n g ,  a n d  s t e a d y , 
i t  w r a p s  y o u  i n  n a t u r e ’ s  e m b r a c e .
A  b r o w n  t h a t  s p e a k s  o f  s t r e n g t h  t h r o u g h  s o f t n e s s , 
t h e  r a w ,  m a t e r i a l  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  b e n e a t h  u s .

Te r r a  i s  E p h e a ®  i n  i t s  m o s t  i n t e g r a l  t o n e  —
e a r t h y ,  n u r t u r i n g ,  a n d  q u i e t l y  e n d u r i n g .



K h a k i  i s  d u s t ,  d r y  e a r t h  c a k e d  b e n e a t h  y o u r  n a i l s ,  t h e  c o l o r  o f  w o r n  r o a d s  a n d 
l o n g  s i l e n c e s .  I t  c o m e s  f r o m  k h ā k — P e r s i a n  f o r  s o i l .  N o t  g r e e n ,  n o t  b r o w n , 
b u t  s o m e t h i n g  i n  b e t w e e n :  l i v e d - i n ,  l o w - v o i c e d ,  u n s h a k e n .  I t ’ s  t h e  s h a d e 
a f t e r  t h e  s u n ,  t h e  h u s h  a f t e r  t h e  r i o t .  A  c o l o r  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  s h o u t ,  b u t  s t a y s .

Khak i



I n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  r a r e  a n d  v i b r a n t  s p i c e ,  S a f f r o n  i s 
w a r m t h  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  l i g h t .
A  g o l d e n  y e l l o w  t h a t  s t e p s  b e y o n d  e a r t h y  t o n e s 
—  b r i g h t ,  i n t e n s e ,  a n d  f u l l  o f  e n e r g y .  I t  c a r r i e s  a 
s e n s e  o f  e l e v a t i o n ,  l i k e  s u n l i g h t  d i f f u s e d  t h r o u g h 
f i n e  f a b r i c .
S a f f r o n  b r i n g s  v i t a l i t y  a n d  c l a r i t y ,  w i t h  a  p r e s e n c e 
t h a t ’ s  b o t h  r a d i a n t  a n d  r e f i n e d .
S a f f r o n  —  l u m i n o u s ,  s p i r i t e d ,  u p l i f t i n g .

Saff r o n



A  r e d  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  s h o u t 
—  m o v i n g  t h r o u g h  s e n s e s  o n  t h e  d o w n - l o w . 
V e l v e t  h e a t . 
B o l d  w h i s p e r . 
I t  d r a w s  y o u  i n ,  t h e n  l i n g e r s . 
L u s h ,  m a g n e t i c ,  a  l i t t l e  w i l d . 
E c c e n t r i c ,  y e s  —  b u t  n e v e r  c o l d . 
P u l s i n g  p r e s e n c e . 
T h i s  i s  P o p p y 
—  u n a p o l o g e t i c a l l y  a l i v e ,  d e e p l y  f e l t .

P o p p y



D r y  f i r e ,  l i v i n g  r o o t .  E a r t h  d e n s e  w i t h  s u n  a n d  b r e a t h . 
R a w ,  i n t e n s e ,  n a t u r a l .  I t  c a r r i e s  t h e  t a s t e  o f  o r i g i n s  a n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  n o w . 
H e a l i n g  r a d i a t i o n ,  p u l s i n g  t o  t h e  b e a t  o f  j o y .  I t  i s  E p h e a ®  —  w a r m ,  w i l d ,  c a r i n g

Cu r cuma



i s  t h e  b e a u t y  i n  i m p e r f e c t i o n  — 
t h e  p o w e r  o f  a s y m m e t r y , 
t h e  g r a c e  o f  i r r e g u l a r i t y . 
I t  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  r a w , 
n a t u r a l  f l o w  o f  l i f e , 
w h e r e  n o t h i n g  i s  p e r f e c t , 
y e t  e v e r y t h i n g  f e e l s  w h o l e .

FUKINSEI

T h e  s o u l  o f  m a t t e r 
T h e  a r t  o f  i m p e r f e c t i o n



B o r n  f r o m  u r g e n c y .
F r o m  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  b e a u t y
— i f  n o t  r o o t e d  i n  w h a t  i s  r i g h t —
i s  n o  l o n g e r  e n o u g h .

E p h e a ®  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  n e w  c l a s s  o f  m a t e r i a l s .
I t  i s  a  s t a t e m e n t .
A  r a d i c a l  a c t  o f  l o v e  f o r  t h e  p l a n e t .
A  c h o i c e  s h a p e d  b y  t h e  f u t u r e  w e  r e f u s e 
t o  w a i t  f o r .

C r a f t e d  f r o m  b o l d  s c i e n c e  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g 
v a l u e s ,  E p h e a  i s  r u t h l e s s  w i t h  e x c e s s ,  a n d 
g e n t l e  w i t h  l i f e .
I t  d o e s  n o t  e x p l o i t . 
I t  d o e s  n o t  s t r i p . 
I t  d o e s  n o t  d e c e i v e .
I t  i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  m a d e  b e a u t i f u l .
I t  i s  e t h i c s ,  m a d e  t a n g i b l e .

A  n e w  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a  n e w  w o r l d .
D r a w n  f r o m  N a t u r e ,  b u t  n e v e r  d r a i n i n g  h e r .
B u i l t  t o  l a s t ,  b u t  l i g h t  i n  i t s  p r e s e n c e .
C o n s c i o u s .  Tr a n s p a r e n t .  V i s i o n a r y .
I t ’s  w h at  h a p p e n s  w h e n  d e s i g n  d a re s  to  c a re .
W h e n  a e s t h e t i c s  a r e  l e d  b y  s o u l .

T H E  M A T T E R  O F  C H A N G E

E p h e a  i s  o u r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  c o m p r o m i s e .
B e c a u s e  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  t o m o r r o w 
w i l l  b e  b o r n  o f  r a d i c a l  c h o i c e s
—  n o t  s u r f a c e ,  n o t  s p e c t a c l e .
I t  i s  a  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  w h a t  i s , 
a n d  w h a t  m u s t  b e .

I t  s p e a k s  f o r  t h e  v o i c e l e s s .
I t  s t a n d s  w i t h  t h e  E a r t h , 
w i t h  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  w h o  s h a r e  i t ,
w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v e 
e v e r y  l i v i n g  t h i n g  h o l d s  m e a n i n g .

W i t h  E p h e a ,  w e  k e e p  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d
— n e v e r  b a c k —
t o w a r d  a  k i n d  o f  l u x u r y 
t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  a s k  p e r m i s s i o n 
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d .

B e c a u s e  t h e  f u t u r e  i s n ’ t  s o m e t h i n g  t o 
w a i t  f o r .
I t ’ s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  s h a p e .
W i t h  c o u r a g e . 
W i t h  c o n s c i e n c e . 

W i t h  E p h e a .



DOWNLOADABLE RESOURCES 

• Project Submission Guidelines

• Application Form 

• Manufacturing Handbook  

• Ephea® Willow Presentation

https://ephea.bio/grow-with-ephea-project-submission-guidelines/
https://ephea.bio/grow-with-ephea-application-form/
https://ephea.bio/ephea_manufacturing_handbook/
https://ephea.bio/grow-with-ephea-willow/
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