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What to do… Learning Modes
What are ‘Learning modes’?
Teachers use the four Learning Modes to provide clarity to students about the conditions in which a task or part of a lesson is to be completed.  They provide clarity about the learning behaviours expected, and they help to reinforce the purpose of the activity.  When setting up a task, the teacher will frontload their instructions to narrate:
· The activity (what to do)
· The learning mode (how to complete it)
· The time given (how long to complete it)
· What to do if you finish early
Each classroom has a ‘Learning Mode’ board with a spinner. When the teacher narrates the learning mode for the next task, they will move the spinner to the icon matching the selected learning mode as a visual representation and reminder. 
Learning modes improve concentration and focus. Furthermore, they set clear high expectations for all students so that behaviour is good, and learning is maximised.
What are the four ‘Learning modes’?
The four learning modes are:
1. Independent Silent Study 
In this learning mode, students work in silence – they work alone, paying close attention to the task.  Independent Silent Study is the natural state for our learning, and it is typically the expectation at the start of each lesson.
This learning mode can build students’ problems-solving skills and supports them to gain academic independence. This mode is crucial when assessing a student’s learning.  As a default, we integrate opportunities for independent work into each lesson; this allows students time to demonstrate their knowledge and application of skills and they allow teachers opportunity to hunt for model responses, common errors and misconceptions which can then be shared.
2. Quiet Partners
In this learning mode, students are only allowed to speak to the person next to them, their partner. They should talk quietly, in a whisper, so as not to disrupt any other pair – we call this a ‘confidential whisper’. Students can talk about the work and help each other. 
Quiet partners help students to share ideas and learn to be collaborative. It can be particularly helpful when introducing a new concept or new knowledge as the discussion between peers can deepen their understanding. For example, this learning mode would be used when completing peer assessment tasks. It gives students the opportunity to develop their oracy skills and provide feedback in a professional and courteous manner. 
3. Respectful Whole Class
Respectful whole class involves students silently tracking and following the speaker.  This mode is used when instruction is being given or whole class discussion is taking place. It ensures that all students are fully engaged and participating actively in lessons – even if they are not called on to answer the question. This learning mode allows for meaningful questioning to take place and for students to be held to account. The teacher will direct questions at students as, in this learning mode, there are no hands up. Students must respond to questions in full sentences and try to explain themselves clearly. We encourage full participation by all students by recognising a correct answer with a more challenging question – by using this learning mode students are primed to build on the previous answer, through effective tracking. 
4. Polite Table Groups
During this mode, students can work with others on their table or in their group. They should talk quietly so that only their table or group can hear them. The students talk about their work and can help each other. 
By working together, this mode fosters collaboration and can develop students’ social skills. It can be useful if a task requires different roles or could spark academic debate.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Example of frontloading instructions
“For the next task, you will be working in independent silent study to answer the quiz questions on your mini-white board.  You do not need to write the question out, only your answer. You will have 2 minutes and if you finish you will need to complete the challenge activity which is in purple.  Please could you change your prism to red if you have a question, and I will answer it before I start the timer.”
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