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Engaging schools in Fredensborg
Municipality in the SDGs and
international development work

In partnership with 100% for the Children, Promentum A/S
and Humlebaek Skole, Crossing Borders is a lead organisation
in the project with the main purpose of the project is to
engage Danish schools in international development through
the SDGs. The project involves various activities in the schools
with regards to the world around us with special focus on
Danish and African school partnership. The partnership will be
based on the respective contexts of the partner schools and
their engagement in the SDGs.
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Achievements during 2022 are:

* The Danish students and teachers from 7 schools in Hum-
lebaek became SDG Ambassadors with relevant practical
knowledge about the SDGS from the perspectives of the
Danish context.

7 partner school in Denmark are paired up with 7 African
schools from Ghana, Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, and Zambia.
 Danish and African schools started dialogue and exchange
about how to improve school life in the African partner schools
according to the UN Global Goals.

Coming next: In the upcoming year we are expecting more
concrete engagement of the SDGs ambassadors with their
friend African schools and organising and implementation of

the development actions in their local communities.
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CISU Photo Competition 2022

The winner of CISU's photo competition was found at this
year's general meeting. Among the 50 entries, it was Garba
Diallo's beautiful image from Jamestown, Accra that won.

As a reason for choosing this particular photo, it reads:

"The photograph was chosen because it looks like a small
piece of art. When viewed from a distance, it does not immedi-
ately resemble anything from the real world. The colors are
playful and lead the mind to something animated, and the
composition is like a classic portrait painting. On closer inspec-
tion, it becomes very real, conversely, there is nothing set up
or unreal to be imagined. One gets the impression that the
expression on the woman's face tells a story about the very
reality she is facing - between her hands right now - and in life
in general. "

Garba Diallo represents Crossing Borders, and this year the
image will be used as a special CISU poster.
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EU Program

Through the EU program, we establish strategic partnerships
with other organizations around Europe. Funded by the EU,
and together with our partners, we develop projects that work
with youth and youth workers to tackle issues like social inclu-
sion, social entrepreneurship, environment and sustainability,
dialogues, and peacebuilding.
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The main goal of the project called CONTINUE, funded by the
European program Erasmus+, is to help young people suffer-
ing from social exclusion to tackle the challenges of post-COV-
ID times.

This is made possible by the cooperation of eight organiza-
tions from Germany, United Kingdom, Italy, Portugal, Hungary,
Lithuania and Denmark.

CONTINUE directly involves disadvantaged young people in
different activities in order to enhance the interaction
between individuals, their communities and the pan-European
dimension.

This happened through local and European participatory
events, local social actions implemented by the youth and an
online platform created for sharing tools, learning and
exchanging experiences. Moreover, CONTINUE developed
policy recommendations about supporting disadvantaged
youth and created different campaigns to foster their partici-
pation and inclusion. At Crossing Borders a Social Actions
Group consisting of young people between the ages 21 to 27
hosted multiple events about community building and activ-
ism. In late fall the partners sent young people from the
project to Copenhagen to participate in a Training hosted by
Crossing Borders. The training had the aim to provide knowl-
edge about the creation of reach-out campaigns so that the
young people could promote their own social actions. For that
Crossing Borders invited Tom Hyland, a well-known Irish
content creator, and Alex Sabour an expert in social justice
campaigns.
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INCLUDATE is a project that aims to take new steps for inclu-
sive community-building and support the development of
migrant associations in Europe by generating mutual learning
opportunities and supporting public actors in their access to
and exchanges with migrant communities.

2nd Transnational Partner Meeting, online Conversation of
Change (CoC) training and the 1st online webinar of Includate -
Educating for Inclusion project.

From the 24th to the 25th of November, the partners joined
the Meeting hosted by Crossing Borders at Union in Copenha-
gen. The transnational meeting was an opportunity to discuss
the work done by the partners and the project’s next steps.
Methods were discussed, along with feedback from the events
held in the partner countries. A Conversation of Change online
training was held, which was an insightful moment to learn
new methods and techniques which will be used in CoC events
in the partner countries as part of the project.
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Ed Cyber is a new project that started in 2022 with partners
from Greece, Spain, Italy, Romania and Belgium. In November
the kick-off meeting were held at Action Synergy's headquar-
ters in Athens with all the organizations' staff.

EDCyber is a project co-funded by EACEA under the Erasmus
Plus program, European Youth Together action.

The goal of the project is to promote digital citizenship in
young people through the application of the "Cyberanimation"
methodology.

The project aims to develop in young people skills related to
interactivity, communication and decoding of reality in order
to acquire critical thinking skills and create spaces for youth
empowerment and cooperative action networks as a formula
for the realization of virtual and real spaces of participation in
digital democracy for young people.
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UNICORN




This project aims to gather the best practices from internation-
al NGOs. From useful methodologies to internal and external
communication strategies, this project discusses the tools that
are needed to make organizations and their projects more
impactful. In fall 2022 a transnational partner meeting took
placein Alghero, Sardinia. Where the partners reflected on the
identified needs and gaps, and organizational challenges they
have to not only improve the work within the participating
organizations but also provide all adult education providers a
road map they can follow.

Therefore the meeting was used for the finalization of the
collection of 50 Smart practices, the finalization of the content
of the e-book and the finalization of the interactive maps of
European best practices.
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Dyscalculia
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Funded by the Erasmus program, the dyscalculia project is a
partnership project comprising Crossing Borders, the Universi-
ty of Gazi in Turkey, the University of Lusofona in Portugal and
Vione social enterprise in Holland. The project aims at aware-
ness raising about a little calculation difficulty which between
3-7% of the world population suffer from. Dyscalculia is part of
the dyslexia family problems. While dyslexia is the difficulty to
see and construct letters, Dyscalculia is the difficulty to calcu-
late.

According to various research, people who suffer from Dyscal-
culia also display symptoms of learning and concentration
difficulties as well as psychological, emotional, mental and
learning challenges

Hence, the project aims at raising awareness among educators
and the public about and to provide them with guidance on
how to deal with the problem. The kick off meeting of the
project partners took place at Crossing Borders on 16-18
November 2022.
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Children's awareness of their rights, especially the more vulner-
able ones, is a necessary precondition for their civic engage-
ment and democratic participation. However, the current state
of awareness of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is
very limited. For this reason, Crossing Borders has joined the
Rights Hero project which aims at contributing addressing the
above problem.

More specifically, the objectives of the project are to increase
the children's awareness of their rights and their level of civic
engagement and democratic participation. The project also
seeks to build the capacity of teachers to mainstream the
rights of the children in their daily teaching, especially using
gamification as a method to promote the rights of the children
in all aspects of their education.

During 2022 Crossing Borders conducted a series of Focus
Group studies to develop a 3D game with and for the young
target group. Over 20 Danish Children aged 9 to 14 years have
learned about the UNICEF Convention on Children’s Rights. We
are now in the process of finalizing the game, after which it will
be distributed in schools and youth organizations across
Europe. The educational game will be disseminated along with
an educational handbook for teachers and youth workers.
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BRAND Project

We are happyto be part of a new project called BRAND (Boost-
ing youth towards Responsible and sustainAble choices in
fashioN inDustry) with 5 partner organizations across Europe.
Launched at beginning of October 2022 with a kickoff meeting
in Vienna, the project aims to raise awareness of young people
about fast fashion and its effects on the environment as well



as to provide youth workers with the necessary knowledge,
resources, inspiration, and tools to inform, influence and
empower young people towards more eco-friendly fashion
choices to create a greener and more sustainable fashion
future.

However, the BRAND project is not only about raising aware-
ness. It is especially about reflecting on our climate footprint
and turning the awareness into action to reduce, repair, reuse
and upcycle the BRAND we have on our backs. In another
word, the project seeks to help reduce the risk of depleting the
limited resources of the planet on which we depend.

As the project is reaching its first 6-month milestone, the
partners are deep in the process of developing the toolkit.
Soon enough we will launch the first draft and will be looking
for young people and youth workers to take the first peep into
it. We already have many ongoing projects related to climate
change, the environment, and youth. For this project, we are
using all the experiences and lessons learned from our
projects and combining all of these to benefit the BRAND.
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According to the EDGAR-FOOD, “a third of global and 30% of
EU greenhouse gas emissions (EU 27 countries range 25-42%)
comes from the food system” (2021). About half of the GHG
emissions are CO2, mainly linked to land-use change and
energy, one third is methane (CH4) due to livestock production
but also waste over-production, which highlights an issue of
food waste. In the EU, around 88 million tons of food waste are
generated annually with associated costs estimated at 143
billion euros (FUSIONS, 2016). While an estimated 20% of the
total food produced is lost or wasted, 33 million people cannot
afford a quality meal every second day (Eurostat, 2018).

This project is a European project that aims to:

- Contribute to a better understanding of change pathways in
urban household food production and consumption patterns
- Activate individual youth learners in supporting communities
in initiating and developing urban gardening projects

- Promote more sustainable, plant-based food consumption
and shorter food supply chains

- Contributing to the EU’s green transition efforts
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MigranTour

In partnership with 7 other European city partners, we decided
to bring Migrantour to Copenhagen to show Copenhagen as a
globalizing city that every day is made richer, more innovative,
more colourful, and culturally diverse by migration. We want
to highlight that cultural diversity is not a threat to our capital,
but an asset, that is as necessary as the biodiversity of the
universe and as a source of beautiful and thriving life.
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We want to show different aspects of Copenhagen through
migrant eyes and perspectives. Through the project, we want
to contribute to making Copenhagen richer and more connect-
ed with herself and the rest of the world. Hence, the purpose
of the Migrantour is to recognize, include migrant voices, and
inspire them to feel like they belong to, own and share the
story of Copenhagen, as it has been and is constantly being
shaped by migration. We want to empower the migrant
communities to tell the story of the city they call home. The
immigrant voices and their human rights to be listened to are
as important as the richness in diversity they bring to the city
of Copenhagen. We want to highlight that migration is a natu-
ral part of life and development. Furthermore, we want to
remind ourselves and everyone else that we are all immigrants
and at the same time hosts in Copenhagen and on this planet.
Some came earlier, others came later, and countless more are
coming.
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Visual creativity and
Design thinking as tools
For young learners in a virtual world

This youth project was designed to encourage young learners -
pupils, students, young people, but also teachers, coaches,
youth workers to be creative in all their teaching activities: in
the classroom, in their usual working environment or at home.



The project aimed at integrating arts and creativity to develop
digital skills among the target groups by means of innovative
practices in a digital era; an era when distance learning

becomes the “new normal” in education and youth work. In
another word, it the objective was to facilitate learning oppor-
tunities for students, pupils, youth, and teachers about making
use of innovative digital tools and boosting their creativity.

A

“\n m

An important goal of our project was to develop a consistent
and qualitative methodological output “VTT and DTS as tools
for the innovation of learning and creativity and for the mental
well-being of young learners”, that contains a set of structured
principles that lay the foundation for the inception of educa-
tion modules on VTT - linked to innovative teaching methodolo-
gies such as Design Thinking Strategies.
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Crossing Borders partnered up with arts colleges and centers
in Estonia), Finland and Lithuani to create the methodological
framework through different workshops and classes in the
respective countries.

In Denmark, 8 youth workers and 12 teachers received training
on how to bring Design Thinking Methodologies into their
educational work. More than 1500 students attended work-
shops and classes based on Design Thinking methodologies
and learnt how to use this method to be more creative and/or
to deploy critical thinking in everyday challenges.

All the trainings and activities have been completed and the
methodological framework on how to use DST and VTT in the
classroom or in NGOs contexts, have been made available
online and on the main Erasmus+ platform.






Concluding
Remarks



The various global issues, such as the resurgence of war
in Europe and other places, the rapidly intensifying
climate crises, the displacement of more than 100 million
people into refugee camps, the resurgence of xenophobic
populism globally, the growing tensions between nuclear
superpowers, and the prevalence of mental health prob-
lems among young people, highlight the urgent need for
collaborative spaces for dialogue and international coop-
eration. These crises, which are largely man-made,
require global efforts to turn them into opportunities to
address the current cross-cutting issues at both local and
global levels. Fortunately, young people worldwide are
driving the change they want to see. The recent UN Loss
and Damage Agreement is a positive step towards achiev-
ing these changes. Therefore, at CB, we have started
mobilizing our unique strengths to leverage the valuable
experiences we have gained from our work in Denmark
and around the world. We aim to contribute tangibly to
mitigating and resolving these global problems, starting
From our local roots in Denmark.

Crossing Borders Director, Garba Diallo

202



cb@crossingborders.dk +45 21639432
Ngrre Allé 7, 2200 Copenhagen N, Denmark

@Ewww.crossingborders.dk m Crossing Borders .] Crossing Borders G @crossingborders.dk



