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NATIONWIDE EXPANSION OF THE MATERNAL 

AND CHILD HEALTH HANDBOOK IN VIETNAM



Viet Nam

• Population: 90 million

• Children < 6 years old: 7,034,000

Each year:

• Number of pregnant women: 2,200,000

• Number of newborns: 1,559,000



Start

• Bến Tre: 2004

• MOH involved: 2006

• Hà Giang: 2009

JICA Project 
(2011-2014)

• Thanh Hóa, Điện Biên, 

• An Giang, Hòa Bình

2015 -2019

• 53 provinces implemented MCHHB

• In Mar 2019 A conference with all 63 
provinces on MCHHB => promoting 
for the  issuance of Decision 140

2020

• Decision 140/QĐ-BYT issued on 
20/01/2020 introducing a format of 
MCHHB using nationwide 

The  

Implementation 

Progress in 

Viet Nam



Results of piloting implementation

▪All communities loved to use MCH handbook

▪Benefits of use MCH handbook:

• Improving:

- Mother’s Knowledge, Attitude and Practice on 

Antenatal Care

- Use MCH handbook to daily care of children and 

when illness 

• Supporting the EPI, Nutrition programs



Advocacy for expansion of MCH handbook

Having evidences base on improving mother and child health care from pilot 

provinces, experiences from international conferences: 

▪ Mobilizing funds to have more provinces to implement MCH handbook

▪ Summary MCH handbook contents and put it in National guidelines for 

Reproductive health care

▪ Organizing National workshop on MCH handbook to share the experiences 

and benefits of using MCH handbook

▪ Use MCH handbook is considered as a task of the primary health system



MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITIES

Implement Decision 140, replacing all other tools in 
MCH monitoring nationwide such as medical book, 
pregnancy check up, immunization card

Support in conducting training, implementation guidance; 
and enhance communication  - mobilization – monitoring 
related activities. 

Develop electric version in parallel with paper based MCHHB 
/ integrate with primary health / smart card.... 

Mobilize resources, particularly socialization



• Implement in province, pay attention to ensure recording quality by 
both family and health workers at all level;

• Instruct, collaborate with nutrition / immunization programs in replacing 
immunization card and growth monitoring chart

• Organize communication activities to propagandize about MCHHB for 
people and health workers

• Strengthen supervision / monitoring MCHHB Implementation

• Develop a sustainable implementation (by utilizing socialization and 
other resources, local budget or selling …)

In 55 provinces 

where  MCHHB 

has been 

already 

implemented

LOCAL RESPONSIBILITIES



POLICY SUPPORT - Guidelines for all provinces to adapt

the national MCH Handbook - Decision 140

- Compulsory part: essential contents, formats on health

care during pregnancy, during delivery, post nanal and child

under 6 with immunization record and growth monitoring

chart that must be monitored by health facilities (5 parts)

- Non compulsoty part: this part will be decided by local

province, agency on whether to add the part of medical

check up record and information on health eduction based

on the needs and reality.



Responsibilities and tasks of different levels of health services

- Direct health sector and other concerned agencies / sectors 
- Allocate local budget

- Direct the implementation MCHHB in entire province 

- Solve difficulties in process of implementation

- Be a focal point, in charge of developing an implementation plan

- Trainings, seminars, communication activities and monitoring.

- Reporting to DOH about implementation result

- Recording all information about mothers and newborn, children

- Print and provide/sell MCH handbook

- Make a list of pregnant women and children under 6
- Provide / sell MCH handbook at CHC,

- Guide village health workers to health mother/family to use and MCH

handbook

PPC

DOH

CDC

Health
Facility

CHC



School Health: Kindergaten and Pre-schools have 

responsibilities to record the health exammination and 

treatment of childrent into the MCH handbook, in 

addition to other activities of conducting regular health 

check up, filling health record... As stipulated by current

regulations

POLICY SUPPORT - Joint circular No 13/ /2016/TTLT-BYT-

BGDĐT, dated 12/5/2016 on school health activities



VERY RECENT POLICY SUPPORT – ISUSSE MCH 
Hanbook - electronic version

MCH handbook electronic version integrates with the

universal health record system, grassroots health

information management platform (V20), hospital

management information system (HIS), clinical

management information systems (including non-

public health care) and preventive information

management systems.



Save the best for future generations! 


