Combined Comet Class Association

Annual General Meeting

EXE S.C.

Fri. 2nd Aug 2013  

Chairman David Talbot

Minutes

1 Apologies received from John Sturgeon (Luminous Tales and Versa Capt), Steven Linton (Duo Capt), Andrew & Caroline McAusland, Martin Luce.    21 members present.

2 Last AGM minutes (published in Luminous Tales Summer 2012) were accepted.

3 Reports by Association officers:

a. Treasurer: (Bill Gott) Accounts were presented (attached). Subsciptions have declined, 2010-130, 2011-107, 2012-79, 2013-48. However the Nationwide A/C balance is currently £4789.  The Noble marine sponsorship was gratefully acknowledged.  It was proposed and accepted that the membership fee be waived for one year and take the opportunity to email the e-version of Luminous Tales to all known comet class owners (Andy Simmons to supply database) and rebuild the membership. 

b.  Secretary: (Guy Farrant) The last Trio nationals were held at RTYC Torquay  22-24/06/2012.- -12 boats. The Trio inlands were at Llangorse 4-5/05/2013—5 boats. See previous reports.

c.  Chairman: (David Talbot) Any contributions to Luminous Tales very welcomed.  Bob Presley (cruising sec) hopes some boats will be going to Ullswater 12-16/08/2013.  Steve Ashford was thanked for running the website.  Recently 3 trios have been sold in 3 weeks via the site. 

4 Builder’s report: (Andy Simmons) The recession has been serious and only 3 comets have been built recently. The last trio sold at the dinghy show was in 2008. He thanked Peter Labdon who was the trio trail blazer, followed by Bob Horlock and Tony Brewster. Demand for the versa kept going a bit longer.  Discreet enquiries about selling the moulds have made no further progress.  Demand for boats is being met by the second hand market.  The decision has been taken to stop showing at the dinghy show but it is important to maintain RYA affiliation to keep the door open for any new builder.  Repairs have been relatively quiet, but busy with spares, advice and accessories.  

5 Adoption of Accounts. Accepted.

6 Election of officers and committee:

a. Chairman

b. Secretary

c. Cruising Secretary ( Bob Presley)

d. Treasurer

e. Newsletter ( John Sturgeon)

f. Championship secretary

g. Versa Captain ( John Sturgeon)

h. Duo Captain  ( Stephen Linton)

i. Webmaster ( Steve Ashford)

No resignations and no new nominations, so re-elected en masse.

7 Venues for Inlands, National Championships, and Open meetings for  2014.  Guy reported that with such small and unpredictable numbers of boats prepared to travel it was very difficult to negotiate with clubs in arranging fixtures.  The only viable way forward is to join in with other classes.  Personal contact very important.  To investigate Shustoke, Bala, Wimbleball, Llangorse, Durleigh, Sutton Bingham. Symon Garratt suggested that as Exe has the largest fleet of trios and Exe is always popular, that the nationals again be held at Exe next year, preferably during the school holidays.  This was warmly agreed, dates to be confirmed.

8 Proposal: Adoption of a spinnaker chute system for Comet Trio.

 
      Proposed by C. Padro, seconded by G. Farrant.  

Chris Padro presented his case for this system (appendix 1) and letters in support from Adrian Padro (appendix 2) and Philip Davies (appendix 3) were read.  Steve Ashford (appendix 4)
was not in favour and Andy Simmons was not keen and said the trio is a one design boat. Ian Upton and Fred Woodcock were in favour.  Frankie Upton and Symon Garratt, whilst accepting the perceived benefits were also concerned about maintaining a one design.  After a long debate the following proposal was voted on and accepted: 

The Comet Trio Class wishes to adopt a spinnaker chute system     provided the system is one design. The class builder and designer to  finalise the design by 31/01/2014 and the system will be in class after 31/03/2014



9          Any other Business.  None.

