
 T h e  Q u a r t e r l y  M a g a z i n e  F r o m  T h e  C o m b o n i  M i s s i o n a r i e s

 Comboni
 Mission
 Comboni
 Mission Winter 2024

Christmas Novena 
pages 4-5-6

Jubilee Year 2025 
pages 7-8



2  Comboni Mission •

It is with this hymn of the angels that we wish 
to celebrate our Christmas event and the start 
of a New Year 2025. At the moment I’m read-

ing a book recounting the events of World War 2, 
and what a read it is! recording the horrifi c events 
of that war. So many deaths on all fronts of so 
many people from so many diff erent nations, A 
sad and tragic history. Yet here we are in our pres-
ent time experiencing history repeating itself! Yet 
Christmastide is the occasion to celebrate: “for to 
us a Saviour is born”. Th e Saviour of peace and 
joy! Th is is the Good News we wish to share. So, 
let’s work at this harrowing time for millions to 
bring peace and joy to all as the angels sang.

Preparing for Christmas is much more than 
decorations and bright lights, though this is nec-
essary and good to cheer us up. It is good to re-
member the reason for our celebration is that 
Christ is born and radiates peace and joy. To help 
to live this spirit it is important to remember to 
pray, and to inspire us, we present for the fi rst 
time in our magazine, a Christmas Novena of 
prayer. It just needs 10 minutes a day to give our-
selves over to silent prayer. Praying and waiting to 
celebrate the birth of the Child Jesus. Pages 4-5-6 
off er a prayerful journey towards this great Feast. 
Enjoy your Novena!

From the Editor

 COMBONI
MISSION

 COMBONI
MISSION

Winter 2024

 COMBONI MISSIONARIES 
IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND

ENGLAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries

Brownberrie Lane
Horsforth

LEEDS LS18 5HE
Tel: 0113 258 2658

e-mail:
combonimissionoffi  ce@yahoo.co.uk

SCOTLAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries
138 Carmyle Avenue
GLASGOW G32 8DL

Tel: 0141 641 4399
e-mail: mccjglasgow@gmail.com

IRELAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries

8 Clontarf Road, 
DUBLIN 3

Tel: 01 833 0051
e-mail:

combonimissiondublin@gmail.com

CMS MISSION OFFICE
Comboni MIssionary Sisters

2 Parkhill Avenue,
Port Glasgow, PA14 6BI

Tel: 01475 705585

EDITOR’S OFFICE
Verona Fathers
London Road 

SUNNINGDALE SL5 OJY
Berks.

Tel: 01344 621 238
e-mail: jdcomboni@gmail.com

OTHER COMMUNITIES 
16 Dawson Place

LONDON W2 4TW
Tel: 0207 229 7059

 COMBONI MISSIONARY SISTERS
2 Chiswick Lane

LONDON W4 2JE
Tel: 0208 994 0449

 COMBONI MISSION ISBN 0962-7154 is a quarterly publication of 
the Comboni Missionaries (also known as the Verona Fathers), 
a Catholic Missionary Institute for the evangelisation of 
peoples, issued free to their friends and supporters.

Cover Photo: iStock alex-ugalek

Current issue: Winter 2024

Comboni Missionaries are sponsored by freewill donations. 
Please support the Comboni Missionaries, charity registration 
numbers 220240 (UK), 8653 (IRE), (SC 039530) Scotland.

Copyright © 2024 by the Comboni Missionaries

Designed and Printed by Artworks, Dalkey, Co. Dublin.

Telephone: 00 353 1 275 1707.

Our thanks to contributors whose photographs and 
letters we have used.

Added to this we prepare to celebrate the Jubi-
lee Year 2025. Pope Francis has continued the 
tradition of granting indulgences, calling for rec-
onciliation and inviting pilgrims to Rome to enter 
by the Holy Doors. Refl ect on the meaning of this 
great event reading pages 7 – 8! You can pray the 
Jubilee Prayer on page 17.

At the closing of this year, it falls to me to thank 
all our readers for their support through prayer, 
donations and wonderful, grateful, letters for our 
YOU WRITE feature. Th ey are always a delight 
and appreciation of our magazine and mission 
work. And not to forget our poets, journalists and 
contributors for 
their steadfast 
contributions. 

May Christ our 
Saviour be with 
you and yours at 
this joyful time 
and throughout 
the coming year 
2025.

Cover image: iStock credit: alex-ugalek

“Glory to God in the highest and 
peace to people of good will”

iStock credit: AlonzoDesign
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Donal Neary SJ   www.messenger.ie

December 16 - 24

How to pray this, Novena
Set aside about ten minutes each day. Take your time over 

the words you read. Linger over a word or a phrase. Repeat 
it aloud or in silence. Let it rest in your mind and heart. 
Think about its meaning. Share your feelings with God, 
who is Father and Mother to us, to Jesus or to Mary, and 

wait quietly to notice what comes into your mind and 
heart. Don’t worry if nothing seems to be happening. 

People who know each other well don’t need many words. 
God has our best interests at heart.

The prayer of Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, is 
a joyful prayer of waiting for God, is an ideal preparation 
for Christmas, and is prayed each morning at Morning 

Prayer. The novena takes a line of his prayer 
for each day.

Canticle of Zechariah
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
for he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty saviour,
born of the house of his servant David.

Th rough his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
and from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.

Th is was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hand of our enemies, free to 
worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.

You, child, shall be called prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
to give his people knowledge of salvation
by forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

(Luke 1:68-79)

iStock credit: Ivan-96



December 16:  

Scripture
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; He has come to his 
people and set them free.

Reflection
Zechariah was a man already quite a mixture. He had not yet 
fathered a child and both he and his wife would have suff ered 
some mockery. He was chuff ed he had been chosen to go into 
the holy of holies, in our terms a sort of principal celebrant at a 
big liturgy, or the head sacristan!  Th e terror took over.  He 
heard the angel’s words to him, and then prayed his 
Benedictus, in thanks for his child.

Prayer
I thank you Lord for your goodness and care for me, especially 
for……. (Mention here something you are grateful for).

December 17

Scripture
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest.

Th is was Zechariah’s good news for his listeners about the 
child John – proclaiming John’s future mission.  Pope Francis: 
“Proclaiming Christ means showing that to believe in and to 
follow him is not only something right and true, but also 
something beautiful, capable of fi lling life with new splendour 
and profound joy, even in the midst of diffi  culties.” (August 
2011).

Prayer
Pray for the children you live with, teach and in many ways 
who are part of your life.

December 18:

Scripture
For you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

John is a big fi gure of Advent, the one who called his people to 
change their way of life so as to be able to receive the Messiah. 
John knew that his baptism came from God and that many 
would refuse it. Th is would be the same for Jesus in his life: as 
John’s Gospel said later, ‘He came among his own people and 
his own people did not welcome him.’ We make sure that in all 
the celebrations before Christmas – secular and religious – we 
remember the one who is to come. He will come not only at 
Christmas, but all during the year.  

Prayer
I thank you Lord for the goodness and love of many others; I 
thank you for the faith many have shared with me.

December 19:

Scripture
To give his people knowledge of salvation 

Pope Francis remarks: “Nothing strengthens our faith more 
than being cleansed of our sins.”  Like any relationship is 
transformed by forgiveness of each other, our relationship with 
God is a forgiving friendship. Th e nature of God is to forgive. 
Jesus says that there is no greater joy than in forgiving. To 

John the Baptist prepares the way of the Lord    
iStock credit: bpperry
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December 23

Scripture
and the shadow of death,

Th e shadow of death is a large shadow for many who are 
ageing, seriously ill, in dangers of war or local violence.   We 
pray each day for Mary’s help ‘at the hour of death’, as we have a 
natural fear of death and an unwillingness to face it, or to 
accompany others in their times near death. shadows ‘hide’ the 
light but without light there would be no shadow. In the 
shadows of our lives the light of God is always nearby. 

Prayer
May we remember each other, O Lord, in all our needs and the 
needs of each other. Hail Mary….

December 24th

Scripture
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

We think of peace and pray for peace much at Christmas. In 
wartimes there was a Christmas ceasefi re and hostile soldiers 
made peace for the day.  We know that a great gift  for us in life 
is peace of mind and heart.  We believe that God wants world 
peace – in the Mass we pray for peace ‘according to your will’.  I 
may think of making peace with someone at this time of the 
year and this is a good thought! May the peace of Christ reign 
in the hearts of all we meet and greet this day.

Prayer
May I bring your kindness o Lord; into all I do and say today? 
Hail Mary….

Mary and the Shepherds rejoice at the birth of Jesus
iStock credit: Andrew-Howe

accept forgiveness is a humble moment.  Take some time to be 
in touch with your history of forgiveness and pray in thanks to 
the God of mercy. Th is is the salvation God off ers.

Prayer
Save us, Saviour of the world for in your coming among us you 
set us free..

December 20:

Scripture
By the forgiveness of their sins in the tender compassion of 
our God

Oft en our ‘second name’ or middle name says something 
about our family. Th e name may be of someone we are called 
aft er like a grandparent or relative, or a saint. Pope Francis says 
that ‘God’s middle name is mercy’. He says: “Nothing unites us 
to God more than an act of mercy, for it is by mercy that the 
Lord forgives our sins and gives us the grace to practice acts of 
mercy in his name.”

Prayer
Help me O Lord to trust in your care for me; this will be my 
strength. My it gives me courage and hope in life.  Hail Mary…

December 21

Scripture
Th e dawn from on high shall break upon us.

Early morning is dawn time, and all time of God is in a way 
dawn time. Th e dawn is said to break – it breaks gently, with 
the light gradually fi lling the sky. God ‘breaks’ on us like that. 
his mercy is gentle and his love consistent, breaking easily into 
our lives. May each dawn make us grateful for the ‘breaking in’ 
of God on our lives.

Prayer
May the prayers of Mary, o Lord, bring me closer into your 
love. Hail Mary….

December 22

Scripture
Tto shine on those who dwell in darkness. 

Th is light shines for us in all the diffi  cult times of life. We ask 
God’s help in times like illness, bereavement, anxiety about our 
family, fears of failure, and death, poverty, exclusion and 
feelings of depression and loss. Th e light of God shines in lives 
at those times through the care, compassion and love of others. 
may each of us be the shining light of God.

Prayer
Open my heart, O Lord, to notice the needs of so many 
around me, and respond as best I can. Hail Mary….
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cafod@cafod.org.uk

What is a Jubilee Year?
In the Catholic Church, a Jubilee or Holy Year is a special year of 
forgiveness and reconciliation, in which people are invited to 
come back into right relationship with God, with one another, 
and with all of creation.

How often is a Jubilee Year?
A Jubilee Year is celebrated by the Church every 25 years. Th is 
has been the case since 1470, when Pope Paul II changed it from 
every 50 years.

A Pope can also proclaim an Extraordinary Jubilee, like the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy which Pope Francis inaugurated 
in 2015.

What is the theme of the Jubilee Year in 2025?
Th e theme is Pilgrims of Hope. Pope Francis has invited Catho-
lics to renew our hope and discover a vision that can “restore 
access to the fruits of the earth to everyone”. We are also invited 
to rediscover a spirituality of God’s creation in which we under-

stand ourselves as “pilgrims on the earth” rather than masters of 
the world.

When does the Jubilee Year start and fi nish?
•   Th e 2025 Jubilee Year begins on Christmas Eve 2024 and 

concludes on
•  6 January 2026.

What is the Biblical background for the Jubilee Year?
Th e word Jubilee comes from the Hebrew word yobel, which is a 
ram’s horn. Th is wind instrument is blown to mark the start of a 
Jubilee Year in the Bible (Leviticus 25:9).

In the Bible the Jubilee Year occurred every 50 years and in-
volved the cancelling of debts, a period of rest for people and the 
earth, and land being restored to the landless.

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus makes clear his own mission is to 
bring Jubilee. In the synagogue at Nazareth, he reads from the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah, proclaiming the year of the Lord’s 
favour:

Pilgrims at the Vatican    iStock credit: titoslack

Pope Francis has given the 2025 Jubilee Year the theme of ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. 
Find out more about what a Jubilee Year is and how you can take part.
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“� e Spirit of the Lord has been given to me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty 
to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, and to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.” (Luke 4:18-19)

Aft er reading, Jesus announces: “Today this scripture has been 
fulfi lled in your hearing.” Jesus shows us what God’s Kingdom of 
justice, compassion and freedom looks like. He invites us join 
him in making it a reality.

What is the Papal Bull of Indiction?
Th e term ‘bull’ originates from the lead seal, known as bulla in 
Latin. It refers to a Papal decree which outlines the purpose and 
spirit of the Holy Year.

What does the Papal Bull for the 2025 
Jubilee Year tell us?
Th e Bull is titled “Spes non confundit” (Hope does not disap-
point) and urges us to look for signs of hope in the world around 
us and work for peace and justice. In the document Pope Fran-
cis writes:

“If we really wish to prepare a path to peace in our world, let 
us commit ourselves to remedying the remote causes of injus-
tice, settling unjust and unpayable debts, and feeding the hun-
gry.” (#16)

What is a Holy Door?
A Holy Door is one of the usually sealed entrances that lead into 
the major basilicas of Rome. Th e beginning of the Jubilee Year 
is marked by the opening of the Holy Door of St Peter’s Basilica 
in the Vatican. It is only during a Jubilee Year that these doors 
are opened.

What do Catholics do during a Jubilee Year?
Th e Jubilee Year is an opportunity to respond to God’s call to 
turn to him and to pursue justice. In the Jubilee Year of 2000 
many Christians joined together to call for cancellation of debt 
owed by the world’s poorest countries.

Oft en people will go on pilgrimage during a Jubilee year, to 
Rome or another holy site. Pope Francis writes:

“Pilgrimage is of course a fundamental element of every Jubi-
lee event. Setting out on a journey is traditionally associated 
with our human quest for meaning in life. A pilgrimage on foot 
is a great aid for rediscovering the value of silence, e� ort and 
simplicity of life.”

(Spes non confundit #5)

God created for everyone    iStock credit: gldburger

Crowds waiting to enter by the Holy Door    iStock credit: stigalenas Crowds waiting to enter by the Holy Door    iStock credit: stigalenas 
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My name is Lucrecia Iracema 
Tigüilá Martínez, a Comboni 
Missionary Sister from San 

Cristóbal Totonicapán, Guatemala, Cen-
tral America. I am the second-born in a 
family of four: three women and a man.

I attended María Auxiliadora School, 
managed by the Salesian sisters, for both 
my primary and secondary education. As 
a Catholic school, learning extended be-
yond the classroom walls. We engaged in 
extracurricular activities that allowed us 
to nurture our faith and develop a special 
connection with Mary, the mother of 
God. During this time, I became familiar 
with the spirituality of Don Bosco, an ex-
ample to follow on my path to holiness.

My vocation traces back to my experi-
ences during school days. One pivotal 

moment occurred during a drama pres-
entation. As we prepared for the play, I 
was chosen to portray a religious sister. 
However, during rehearsals, a profound 
silence and uncertainty enveloped me, 
and within moments, the possibility of 
being a sister emerged. Th is unexpected 
revelation seemed to have sealed off  other 
paths for me, leading me toward the con-
secrated life.

In high school, I attended a Jesuit school 
where my focus shift ed to studies, sports, 
and friendships. Church attendance took 
a backseat during this time. Yet, God 
worked through my younger sister, Isabel, 
and my father’s car. Isabel invited me to 
participate in a youth group, and my fa-
ther off ered his car as an incentive. I ea-
gerly joined the Church youth group.

During university, I continued my in-
volvement in the youth group. It was dur-
ing one of our meetings that I encountered 
a Comboni Missionary. He celebrated the 
Eucharist with us, introducing me to Saint 
Daniel Comboni. Despite having no in-
tention of becoming a missionary at that 
time, he gave me a brochure about the 
mission and vocational meetings. I kept it 
in my Bible, where it remained for a long 
time.

Opportunities unfolded during my time 
at university, work, with friends, and 
through travel. Th e prospect of starting a 
family was also on the horizon. Yet, de-
spite these expected and planned experi-
ences, I felt an inner emptiness—a yearn-
ing for something more profound. I 
sought meaning and a passion that would 

A biblical quote that continues to guide me: “But at your word I 
will let down the nets” ( Lk 5.5 ). Sister Lucrecia talks about her 

vocation and her missionary journey.

Getting to know the
Comboni

Missionaries
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ignite my soul.
As a member of the youth group, I par-

ticipated in various gatherings and youth 
days. Th rough these encounters, I began 
to discover more the richness of the 
Catholic Church – the diverse members, 
their unique charisms, and the universal 
beauty found in the Eucharist. Attending 
Church once a week was no longer 
enough; I craved a deeper connection 
with the Lord.

Hence, my journey toward listening to 
God’s voice intensifi ed. I started attending 
daily Mass. It was during these moments 
that I realized it was not solely my pur-
suit—it was God seeking me, patiently 
and creatively. I asked Him what He want-
ed from me, opening my heart to the 
possibility of religious life as His call. De-
spite the challenges—leaving behind fam-
ily and sacrifi cing comforts—I found 
peace and purpose in this pursuit.

Seeking more information about reli-
gious life, I recalled a pamphlet given to 
me years earlier by a Missionary. Th rough 
him, I connected with the Comboni Mis-
sionary Sisters. Th eir commitment to the 
mission resonated with me deeply. Th e 
vocational process led me to the postulan-
cy in Guadalajara, Mexico, followed by 
the novitiate in Quito, Ecuador, and fi nal-
ly to Kenya, where I am serving at Am-
akuriat mission, West Pokot. Despite be-
ing far from my home country, the 
Eucharist, community, and the people 
sustain me. I have found joy and purpose, 
knowing that wherever I am, I have a fam-

ily and a home.
On September 14th this year, I celebrat-

ed 12 years of religious life. I am pro-
foundly grateful to the Lord of my life for 
his promise to be with me every day. His 
sustaining hand has allowed me to live 
alongside my sisters and the people I have 
encountered. Although being far from my 
home country has presented challenges—
socially, culturally, and ecclesiastically—I 
fi nd solace in the Eucharist, community, 
and the people around me. Th ey bring me 

peace and joy.
One biblical quote that continues to 

guide me is from the Gospel of Luke 5:5 
“But at your word I will let down the nets.” 
Th rough his Word, I discover my path 
each day, fi nding confi dence in his guid-
ance and sustenance. I encourage every-
one—whether young or old, married or 
single—to seek a personal relationship 
with our Creator.  May our faith come 
alive through the Eucharist and commun-
ion with others.

A village scene in West Pokot, Kenya    iStock credit: andydidy

Finding peace and joy in Kenya    iStock credit: EyeEm Mobile GmbH
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My name is Melchior. I am an 
old man now. I am writing 
because now I am unable to 

journey as I once did. Over thirty years 
have passed since the epic journey I 
made with my two friends Caspar and 
Balthazar. We travelled from Persia to 
Bethlehem in Judea. No doubt you are 
well aware of the birth-place of Jesus, and 
Mary and Joseph would have informed 
you of our visit. We followed that won-
derful Star and despite the shenanigans 
of Herod our journey was fulfi lled. We 
heard from Mary about the visitation of 
Angels that the shepherds had. It seemed 
something very special was about to 
break out upon us.

We had heard of the prophecies of the 
coming King and were led to proceed 

forth and bring gift s in homage of that 
King. What did we hope to fi nd? Our 
ancestors had also visited the great King 
Solomon; a part of our history, a legend 
passed down throughout the centuries; 
but the experience we had and we all 
agreed was something more than a King. 
We came to do homage, but we bowed 
the knee and worshipped; for wasn’t 
there something greater than Solomon 
here?

We had come from a place of many 
gods whose statues appeared every-
where, in all the temples and even in the 
streets and our houses. Indeed, we 
prayed to the god of travel to bring us 
safely to Bethlehem; but was it not the 
God who created the heavens and the 
earth who had guided us along the way? 

He who warned us in a dream to go back 
by another way to avoid the evil of Herod.

Th ere was a deep sense in us however 
that our hearts were undertaking a new 
journey to a new place; a spiritual place. 
We were in no hurry to arrive home. We 
travelled at a leisurely pace refl ecting 
each night by the camp fi re; trying to 
grasp more fully that which had changed 
us. We sat in silence for much of the time; 
for what we had experienced caused a 
deep stirring at the very core of our be-
ing. We had doubts as all men do. Th e 
history of our lives still held us in its grip. 
For weren’t there many gods? And wasn’t 
this just another one? But we were diff er-
ent to the men who had started the jour-
ney; that’s for sure. Balthazar, usually so 

By HarveyMartin

A LETTER TO THE EARLY CHURCH IN JERUSALEM

Melchior, one of the � ree Wise Men, reminisces on his visit to 
Bethlehem together with Caspar and Balthazar

The Three Wise Men follow the star    iStock credit: Zu-09
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impatient in his youthfulness; always 
ready to argue a point was so still and 
quiet we thought he may be sick in some 
way. As for Caspar he spoke wisely and 
reflected beautifully on many subjects; 
he would spend much of the nights gaz-
ing into the Heavens, long after the fire 
had died out; for he seemed to have a fire 
burning in his heart as he gazed in awe at 
the stars in the Universe. Yet still the 
history of our lives caused us to doubt as 
we awoke in the mornings and set out on 
our journey home. Our reasoning minds 
were in conflict with our spirits.

 We had bowed the knee and wor-
shipped a tiny baby; unable to speak and 
at times crying out for his mother’s 
breast. My two friends returned to Ara-
bia and India soon after we arrived in 
Persia; and the journey had worn us and 
they both still seemed to question as we 
looked around at the many gods, we 
thought we had done with; it was as if we 
had experienced some kind of dream 
and imagined it all. Time can do that 
unfortunately. As for me I was no longer 
comfortable with the many gods; which 
caused many disputes in the family who 
knew no other way; thanking the temple 

gods for our safe return; despite the shar-
ing of my experience.

There are many that have journeyed 
from here to Judea over the years; and 
likewise Israeli caravans bringing a vari-
ety of goods. They also bring many sto-
ries of what has been happening in Judea.  
I’ve heard them gossiping in the bars, on 
the streets and even in the temples. It 
seemed the babe we saw never became 
their King. He seemed destined to follow 
a different path than the riches and pow-
er of an earthly King. I’ve heard he wan-
dered the villages announcing a new 
kingdom. One that was not of this world. 
Is it an exaggeration? tales becoming 
more outrageous the more they are told, 
or the consumption of wine embellishing 
such stories. In my heart I know some-
thing special had happened as the child 
grew and became a man; but my logical 
mind and my wife’s arguments cause me 
to doubt. I have heard over the years that 
this boy grew to become a great healer 
and teacher; even raising the dead; al-
though the man that shared this with me 
earned money from his telling of tales 
and many said he was unreliable. My 
mind often takes me back to those early 

days in Bethlehem; and I will never for-
get what happened to us.

I no longer pray to the myriads of gods 
here; but quietly on my own, away from 
the family I call upon YAHWEH the He-
brew God. The latest news that came was 
that the babe from Bethlehem had been 
crucified by the Romans at the request of 
Jewish authorities, apparently for blas-
phemy; calling himself the Son of God.

Then most astonishingly he was raised 
from the dead and appeared to his disci-
ples. All those years ago we came to pay 
homage to the new King of the Jews; but 
somehow found ourselves bowing to 
worship a heavenly King.

We had brought gifts for an earthly 
king; myrrh for anointing oil, gold as 
something valuable, fit for a king and 
frankincense as a costly perfume, the 
scent of royalty; but I wonder, perhaps 
the gold was for an Eternal King, and 
frankincense as for a God, and myrrh an 
embalming oil as a symbol of death, like 
a crucifixion. The journey to Bethlehem 
is long past; but the journey of my heart 
continues.
Yours, Melchior, a hidden servant of the 
Living God and Jesus Christ his Son.

Offering gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh for the Eternal king    iStock credit: sedmak
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By Fr John Clark mccj

In a world always on the move, refu-
gees the world over are never out of 
the news headlines. It is a global prob-

lem growing at unprecedented levels.  
What shall we do with so many refugees, 
asylum seekers, economic migrants, inter-
nally displaced and stateless persons? I 
obviously refer to the countless millions   
that are roaming the world. How many 
have tragically lost their lives while leav-
ing their home lands on their way to the 
promised land flowing with milk and 
honey.

He Pitched His Tent  
Among Us
Christmas 2024 can remind us that God 
has pitched his tent among us. The Holy 
Spirit came upon Mary and pitched his 
tent in her, Luke 1: 35.  God deigned to 
become truly man, one of us in the flesh, 
born without sin. God only knows what 
happened to Jesus, Mary and Joseph dur-
ing the early days of the first ever Christ-
mas. One thing is definitely sure. Being 
forced to flee the cruel King Herod and 

speed into Egypt, like most refugees they 
entrusted their lives and future into the   
providential hands of God.

The Founder of Christianity 
was a Refugee Fleeing 
Persecution
Mary and Joseph were longing to find a 
place of safety and refuge where they 
could bring Mary and the newly bon In-
fant Child to a safe confinement. There are 
countless pregnant refugee mothers try-

The 2024 
Christmas Story

Flight into Egypt    iStock credit: gldburger
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ing to do the same this Christmas.
Having worked directly with refugees in 

London and Leeds/Sheffi  eld localities for 
some years, they taught me what it means 
to have a heart and to be human. I learnt a 
lot about what it means to be a refugee 
and their upheaval struggles to survive.

I ask myself: Why would someone 
choose to abandon his/her home, liveli-
hood, and social ties in favour of an un-
certain future elsewhere? Surely this is not 
a decision people/refugees make lightly, 
nor is it one devoid of complexity?  Signif-
icant factors generate voluntary/compul-
sory migration like political repression, 
social confl ict, climatic and ecological 
crises and nuclear slippages. Displaced 
people are those forced to sacrifi ce all 
their resources of livelihood, material 
possessions, access to land, kinship and 
community relationships, language, tradi-
tions and institutions.  Th e quality of 
marginalized life they experience is so of-
ten very gruesome. 

As refugees move in search of a better 
life, being a stranger can be most baffl  ing 
for them.  Th ere is the struggle to preserve 
one’s language, history and culture. Frus-
tration and anger, grief, a sense of power-
lessness, vulnerability, deprivation and 
dispossession is violently paralysing for 
them. Th eir identity becomes fragmented 
like a “a broken mirror” shattered to pieces.

one hand, some images and concepts 
reach the very depths of human senti-
ment, thereby stimulating people to stand 
up for the international rights of all. On 
the other hand, some images and ideolo-
gies have been used to feed and promote 
bigotry, prejudice, discrimination and 
bitter persecution.

Th ese once in the hands of unscrupu-
lous politicians have become and can still 
be used to eliminate people from the face 
of the earth.

Pope Francis, himself the son of refugee 
parents and no stranger to suff ering and 
hardship, has prioritized during his pon-
tifi cate, the plight of this marginalised 
section of human kind. He heartily 
laments our indiff erence to their cause 
and crass suff erings of injustice. From the 
beginning, the Church has been a mother 
with a heart open to the world, and been 
without borders. Th is mission has contin-
ued for two thousand years. Jesus Christ is 
always waiting to be recognised in mi-
grants and refugees, in displaced persons 
and exiles, and with them he calls us to 
share our resources. . No country can sin-
glehandedly face the diffi  culties associated 
with this phenomenon which aff ects every 
continent. 

Th e formidable task of trying to create a 
new mind-set of recognition, tolerance, 
understanding and acceptance of culture.

Refugees are oft en referred to in a pejo-
rative and disrespectful manner by using 
very insulting names. Refugees have been 
denominated as ‘rejects’, ‘refuse’, ‘sheer 
waste’ as though they can easily be dis-
posed of like any empty plastic bottle.  

Th e fact is that images and ideas which 
scientists present about other peoples and 
their cultures had and still very oft en have 
a great infl uence on the history of human-
kind in its treatment of people.  On the 

parents and no stranger to suff ering and 
hardship, has prioritized during his pon-
tifi cate, the plight of this marginalised 
section of human kind. He heartily 
laments our indiff erence to their cause 
and crass suff erings of injustice. From the 
beginning, the Church has been a mother 
with a heart open to the world, and been 
without borders. Th is mission has contin-
ued for two thousand years. Jesus Christ is 
always waiting to be recognised in mi-
grants and refugees, in displaced persons 
and exiles, and with them he calls us to 
share our resources. . No country can sin-
glehandedly face the diffi  culties associated 
with this phenomenon which aff ects every 
continent. 

new mind-set of recognition, tolerance, 

Searching for a better life    iStock credit: vector photo gallery

Pope Francis, son of refugees
iStock credit: johan 10
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Comboni Missionaries (Italian, Ethiopian, South African, Spanish, Portuguese, English, Irish, Scottish, American) together after Mass

Comboni communities 
celebrate the Feast of 
St Daniel Comboni

On October 10, the three Comboni communities: the sisters from Chiswick together with our 
priests from Sunningdale, Dawson Place and Roehampton and Deacon William-Lo, gathered to 
honour St Daniel Comboni. A concelebrated Mass, began the day, followed by a splendid lunch 

marking a most joyful celebration.Fr Gordon Rees, from our Roehampton parish, presided at the 
Mass and gave an inspiring homily which we are glad to off er to our readers.

“Living as a Missionary Disciple in the spirit of St. Daniel Comboni”

Dear brothers and sisters,
Today’s readings bring us into the heart of 
our Christian mission: the call to proclaim 
the Gospel to all peoples. Th is is the mis-
sion that St. Daniel Comboni embraced 
with his entire life, dedicating himself to 
the service of Christ in the most challeng-
ing of circumstances as a missionary dis-
ciple. Let us refl ect on how the scriptures 
guide us to live as missionary disciples 
today, with a passion for the Mission and 
the joy of proclaiming the Good News, as 

St. Daniel Comboni exemplifi ed in his life.
Isaiah 61:1-3a – � e Spirit of the 
Lord is Upon Me

In Isaiah, we hear these profound words: 
“Th e Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-
cause the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good news to the oppressed.” Th is passage 
is the essence of our missionary identity: 
we are anointed by the Spirit, sent forth to 
proclaim the Good News to all, especially 
the poor and broken-hearted. Fr Gordon
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St. Daniel Comboni lived out this 
anointing with passion. His heart was on 
fi re for the people of Africa, particularly 
in Sudan, where he ministered to those 
oppressed by poverty, slavery, and coloni-
zation. He saw himself as God’s instru-
ment in bringing hope and liberation to 
the most marginalized, living the Gospel 
not just in words but in solidarity with the 
people. His deep passion for the mission 
and joy in the Good News are seen in his 
life’s motto: “Save Africa through Africa.” 
He tirelessly uplift ed the African people, 
knowing that the Gospel must transform 
both the soul and society.
Galatians 6:14-18 – Glory in the 
Cross of Christ

St. Paul’s words remind us of the sacrifi -
cial nature of Mission: “May I never boast 
of anything except the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Th e life of a missionary dis-
ciple is about laying down our lives for the 
Gospel, as Jesus did. Th e joy comes from 
knowing that the Cross is at the heart of 
the Mission.

St. Daniel Comboni embraced the cross 
fully in his mission, facing illness, perse-
cution, and great loss, including the 
deaths of many missionary companions. 
But what set him apart was his unwaver-
ing joy and passion despite these hard-
ships. His boast was in Christ crucifi ed, 

and his joy came from knowing that he 
was participating in the redemptive work 
of Christ. Th is is the essence of missionary 
joy—that in our sacrifi ces and crosses, we 
are bearing the wounds of love for the 
sake of others.
John 10:11-16 – � e Good Shep-
herd

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, shows us the 
model of missionary discipleship: a shep-
herd who lays down His life for the sheep, 
committed to the fl ock even in times of 
danger. St. Daniel Comboni lived out this 
call to be a Good Shepherd for the people 
of Africa. His passion for their well-being 
was unshakable; he stayed with them 
through sickness and persecution, always 
driven by a deep joy to serve Christ in the 
people he loved.

He didn’t just proclaim the Good News; 
he built schools, hospitals, and church-
es—transforming communities and em-
powering the local people to take owner-
ship of their faith. Combonis passion for 
the Mission fl owed from a deep well of joy 
in knowing that he was gathering God’s 
people to Christ, just as the Good Shep-
herd gathers His fl ock.
Proclaiming the Wonders of the 
Lord Among All Peoples

Th e psalm today calls us to “Proclaim 
the wonders of the Lord among all the 
peoples.” Th is is our missionary call—to 
joyfully proclaim the wonders of the Lord 
to all, especially to those who have never 
encountered the Good News.

St. Daniel Comboni embodied this call 
to universal mission. His joy in proclaim-
ing the Gospel was palpable. He believed 
that the message of Christ wasn’t only to 
be preached but also to be lived in a way 
that transforms societies. His passion for 
Mission was rooted in his burning desire 
to bring the joy of Christ to the hearts of 
those who had not yet heard it.
Our Call to Be Missionary Disci-
ples

As we refl ect on the life and legacy of St. 
Daniel Comboni, we are reminded that 
we too are called to live as missionary 
disciples, full of joy and passion. While we 
may not all be called to foreign lands, the 
mission fi eld is all around us: in our fami-
lies, workplaces, communities, and par-
ishes. We are called to be bearers of joy, to 
proclaim the wonders of the Lord through 
our actions and words.

To live as a missionary disciple, like St. 
Daniel Comboni, means:

1.  Allowing the Spirit of God to anoint 
us for Mission, as Isaiah describes.

2.  Proclaiming the wonders of the 
Lord not just with words but through 
actions that transform lives and 
communities.

3.  Boasting only in the cross of Christ, 
knowing that suff ering is part of the 
journey and joy is found in that sac-
rifi ce.

4.  Following the example of the Good 
Shepherd, staying with our fl ock, 
caring for them with love, and laying 
down our lives for them.

Let us, inspired by the example of St. 
Daniel Comboni, embrace our missionary 
call with courage, passion, and joy. May 
we be Good Shepherds to those around 
us, bringing the love of Christ to the op-
pressed, the broken-hearted, and the lost. 
And may we, like our Founder, Daniel 
Comboni, always trust that the Holy Spir-
it will guide and empower us to carry the 
Good News to the ends of the earth, pro-
claiming the wonders of the Lord among 
all peoples. Amen.

and his joy came from knowing that he 
was participating in the redemptive work 
of Christ. Th is is the essence of missionary 
joy—that in our sacrifi ces and crosses, we 
are bearing the wounds of love for the 
sake of others.
John 10:11-16 – � e Good Shep-
herd

model of missionary discipleship: a shep-
herd who lays down His life for the sheep, 
committed to the fl ock even in times of 
danger. St. Daniel Comboni lived out this 
call to be a Good Shepherd for the people 
of Africa. His passion for their well-being 
was unshakable; he stayed with them 
through sickness and persecution, always 
driven by a deep joy to serve Christ in the 
people he loved.

he built schools, hospitals, and church-
es—transforming communities and em-

Daniel Comboni, embrace our missionary 
call with courage, passion, and joy. May 
we be Good Shepherds to those around 
us, bringing the love of Christ to the op-
pressed, the broken-hearted, and the lost. 
And may we, like our Founder, Daniel 
Comboni, always trust that the Holy Spir-
it will guide and empower us to carry the 
Good News to the ends of the earth, pro-
claiming the wonders of the Lord among 
all peoples. Amen.

Sr Katherine reading the 1st Reading

Sr Magdalen reads the 2nd Reading
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THE JUBILEE PRAYER 2025
Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.
 May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both 
humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever.
Amen.  
Pope Francis
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Bishops appeal for peace as 
Sudan’s confl ict escalates

In our last edition we reported on the movement of Comboni missionaries from war- torn 
areas to safer places. We continue to keep you informed of what is known as ‘a forgotten 

war’ and the subsequent suff ering of the Sudanese people. Let us continue to pray for them. 
Sudan’s bishops call for peace amidst escalating confl ict and humanitarian crises, while the 

head of the Sudanese Armed Forces vows no negotiations until victory.

By Francesca Merlo ICN

Displaced Sudanese line up for food aid in Agari, North Kordofan    (AFP or licensors)

The Catholic Bishops of Sudan and 
South Sudan (SCBC) are pleading for 
an end to the horrifi c war tearing 

apart Sudan.
“Th e fabric of Sudanese society has been 

torn apart, with people shocked, traumatised, 
and disbelieving about the level of violence 
and hatred.”

Yet, there appears to be no end in sight of 
the escalating confl ict between the Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF).

No end in sight
General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, head of the 
Sudanese Armed Forces, has resolutely closed 
the door to dialogue to end the civil war.

“We are continuing in this battle until vic-
tory, and I repeat once again that we will not 
negotiate with an enemy who attacks us and 
occupies our lands,” said General Al-Burhan 
as he visited his troops in areas surrounding 
the capital Khartoum that his army has 
seized.

Th e Sudanese capital has been the epicen-

tre of fi erce fi ghting between the SAF and the 
RSF for over a year.

Al-Burhan has oft en reiterated his refusal 
to bow to international pressure and sit at a 
negotiation table in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

According to Fides News Agency, he claims 
that “we will not go to a negotiating table 
where they (the mediators) want to drag us 
by our ears, and we will not go to negotia-
tions while the enemy still occupies our 
homes and plunders our wealth. We will not 
go to negotiations before the enemy leaves, 
and they (the mediators) must force them to 
do so if they want us to negotiate with them.”

Humanitarian toll
Th e humanitarian toll of the confl ict is stag-
gering. Th e RSF’s new territorial sieges have 
forced at least 55,000 people to fl ee Sinja, 
the capital of Sennar.

According to the United Nations, at least 
10 million Sudanese have been displaced 
since the war began in April 2023 and they 
oft en fi nd themselves trapped in areas that 
the two groups are fi ghting over.

Th is includes approximately 80 people 
who have sought refuge in the Catholic mis-
sion of Dar Mariam in the Khartoumian 
district of al-Shajara.

Th is area, located near an armed forces 
base, has been at the heart of intense fi ghting 
and the refugees taking shelter there are suf-
fering dire conditions without suffi  cient ac-
cess to clean water and food. Attempts to free 
them have been unsuccessful.

Selfi sh nature of war
Sudan’s bishops denounced the selfi sh inter-
ests driving the confl ict at the conclusion of 
their meeting in June.

“Th is is not simply a war between two gen-
erals, as the military has inextricably embed-
ded itself in the economic life of the country. 
Both SAF and RSF have networks of wealthy 
elite Sudanese and international individuals 
and cartels who benefi t from their control of 
various economic sectors and are linked to 
external sponsors who continue to provide 
them with increasingly sophisticated weap-
ons, such as drones.”
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“the largest humanitarian 
crisis in the world for children”
The humanitarian crisis in Sudan for children is, in terms of numbers, the largest in the world. 
It is also a crisis of negligence. Many of the countless atrocities committed against children 

in Sudan have not been reported, often due to very limited access.

By Alberto Baviera JPIC John Paul  Blog

“Thousands of children have 
been killed or injured in the 
war in Sudan. Sexual violence 

and recruitment are on the rise. And the 
situation is even more serious where hu-
manitarian presence continues to be de-
nied”. Th is was stated by James Elder, 
spokesperson for UNICEF, underlining 
that “fi ve million children have been 
forced to fl ee their homes – a shocking 
average of 10,000 girls and boys dis-
placed every day – making Sudan the 
largest child displacement crisis in the 
world. Many of them have had to do so 
multiple times.”

“On Saturday morning,” Elder contin-
ued, “a local boys’ soccer team was playing 
in a UNICEF child-friendly space in 
Khartoum State when a shell hit the soc-
cer fi eld. Two boys were killed and nearly 
the entire team was injured. I have met 
these children, both in the hospital and in 
the UNICEF child-friendly space. Th ey 
are shocked,” the spokesperson said. “Yes-
terday I spoke to a senior health worker 
who told me about the scale of sexual vio-

lence during this war. She explained that 
she has had direct contact with hundreds 
of women and girls, some as young as 8, 
who have been raped. Many have been 
held captive for weeks on end. She also 
spoke of the distressing number of chil-
dren, born aft er rape, who are abandoned.”

“For more than a year we have been 
saying that the children of Sudan cannot 
wait. Well, now they are dying,” Elder add-
ed, noting that “the famine in Zamzam 
camp is the fi rst famine assessment by the 
Famine Review Committee in more than 
seven years and only the third time a fam-
ine assessment has been made since the 
monitoring system was established 20 
years ago.”

“We must be very clear: without safe 
and unobstructed access, and without the 
removal of obstacles – particularly 
cross-border and on-site ones – this 
month’s famine assessment in part of Su-
dan risks spreading and leading to a cata-
strophic loss of life,” the UNICEF spokes-
person continued, warning. “Without 
action, tens of thousands of Sudanese 

children could die in the coming months. 
Tens of thousands. And this is by no 
means the worst-case scenario. Any illness 
outbreak will send mortality skyrocket-
ing. Disease is our great fear. If an out-
break of measles, diarrhoea or respiratory 
infections occurs – and remember that in 
current living conditions, and with heavy 
rains and fl oods, these diseases spread like 
wildfi re – the terrifying prospects for Su-
dan’s children worsen dramatically.” In 
addition to calling for “safe and unimped-
ed humanitarian access through all routes, 
across confl ict lines (particularly Darfur, 
Khartoum and Kordofan) and across Su-
dan’s borders,” “a massive increase in do-
nor funding to prevent the collapse of es-
sential systems, paying frontline workers, 
providing life-saving supplies and main-
taining critical infrastructure an immedi-
ate ceasefi re” is needed. Elder concludes 
that “by turning a blind eye to Sudan and 
ignoring the immense suff ering, the war-
ring parties and the international com-
munity continue to set a dangerous prece-
dent of global apathy towards children.”

SUDAN
 A Sudanese woman who fl ed confl ict in Darfur, where the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces has been carrying out mass atrocities, 
crosses to neighbouring Chad.    © Reuters
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For over a year Fr Melaku, 
our Ethiopian Comboni 
missionary, based at the 

Leeds community, has been 
incentivising and appealing for 
support to build a school for 
primary and secondary school 
education in his native Nekemte, 
Ethiopia. In our last summer 
edition, he gave an update on 
progress and now invites us to 
read about the latest developments!

The Nekemte region is a 

deprived area of Ethiopia and he 
believes that a good education can 
help many people to rise from 
poverty and build their own 
future.

The second phase of 
construction is scheduled for 
completion in December 2025. 
When it is completed, the primary 
school will accommodate over 
700 children. With this mind he 
has gained the support of many 
parishes and readers of our 

Comboni Mission magazine. Our 
grateful thanks.

Fr Melaku recently paid a visit 
to the building project still in 
progress, and was able to send 
some wonderful photos of happy 
pupils setting out on their first 
classes. We pray that this 
endeavour will be blessed and 
continue to flourish. 

You can contact Fr Melaku at: 
melakutafessea@yahoo.com

Latest News on the 
Nekemte School Project

Fr Melaku at the entrance to the school
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Map of Ethiopia showing Nekemte west of the capital Addis Abbaba.    iStock credit: Gt29

Fr Melaku being greeted by grateful pupils
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Hello Fr John
I really like all the articles in the Comboni Mission Autumn 
version 2024. Th e piece on Fr Manuel Joao Pereira was 
very moving, as was Sister Mary Lonergan. May she rest in 
peace. Hopefully Pope Francis will have a fruitful Synod and 
hopefully the people of Mozambique, Sudan and Gaza will 
someday be able to return to their home countries. Terrible 
events!

 Gordon Downie
Dunoon, Scotland

Dear Fr Clark,
I trust you are in good spirits and I remember when you 
came to our church of St Sylvester here in Elgin. I have been 
supporting the Verona Fathers for a very long time and the 
you do so much for people all over the world. We should hope 
and pray for peace.

I love getting the Quarterly magazine and I have just 
received the autumn edition and the lovely calendar for 2025.

May you have a very peaceful Christmas and a peaceful 
2025.  God Bless. 

Mary Craig, Elgin, Scotland

Thank you once again for your most welcome letters. It reminds us that some 
people do read our missionary magazine! Reading today is becoming less and 

less a daily pleasure. 
To encourage you all our readers: to let us know your thoughts and opinions, 

I will post here my address so that your comments come directly to our offi  ce!

Editor, Verona Fathers - Email: jdcomboni@gmail.com
London Road, Sunningdale SL5 OJY#, Berks, England

No! to genocide.    iStock credit: DnHolm
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Dear Fr John
Th ank you for the latest Comboni Mission magazine. I 
haven’t read it all yet but I liked the uplift ing interview 
with Fr Manuel João Pereira Correia on his debilitating 
illness. He radiates such a positive outlook on life with 
love and acceptance of his cross. He is a wonderful 
example for us all.
God bless your work
Yours sincerely

 Ian Johnston
Tooting, London

Nekemte School in Progress 
Fr Melaku writes from Ethiopia
Th e long-waited Abba 
Gebremariam Amanet’s 
Memorial Catholic Eco- School 
commenced teaching 35 
children on the 16 of September 
2024. It is a remarkable day 
for the parents because they 
were longing to send their 
children to this new school.  
When they brought their 
children for registration, they 
had an opportunity to visit the 
classrooms, administration 
block and toilet facilities. Th ey are so pleased to see good 
furniture, spotless classrooms and well-prepared teachers 
with rich experiences.

Furthermore, the neighbouring people are so delighted 
to have such a fi ne school near them because it brings 
development, job opportunities and quality of education.  
Th e Catholic Church of Nekemte Vicariate employed three 
teachers, one secretary, one cleaner and two watchmen. All 
of them are eager to do their best in order to provide an 
excellent education.

Th e newly consecrated Bishop of Nekemte, hosted a 
meeting with the parents and  with the Bishop Mikias 
Getahun Fanta assured the parents of providing an excellent 

education as well as thanked them for bringing their children 
to this new school. 

Th is school mostly benefi ts disadvantaged children and 
these children will certainly have a very bright future. Th e 
Apostolic Vicariate of Nekemte and the parents of the 
children are so grateful to all the support and donors.

Every year we need more classrooms and at the same time 
we will take more students. Currently the second phase of 
the construction project is in progress. Th erefore, we need 
your support in order to accomplish full primary school 
education from age 6 to age 14. Once the second phase will be 
completed, we will have a full primary school. 

Once again, I am so grateful to you all.
God Bless you
Fr. Melaku
(See pages 20-21 Latest News on the Nekemte Project progresses)

block and toilet facilities. Th ey are so pleased to see good 

Dear Fr John
Th ere are some wonderful 
articles in the “Comboni 
Mission” magazine and 
“Getting to know the 
Comboni Missionaries” 
invariably leaves me joyful 
in the amazing work done by 
all the remarkable Comboni 
Missionaries, mostly in 
diffi  cult parts of the world.

I have just read about 
Father Manuel Correia in the 
Autumn magazine. What an 
incredible interview with this 
outstanding man. His courage 
and strength in the face of a 
terrible illness, and his love 
of life and sheer joy is a most 
wonderful example. He is an 
outstanding witness, so open 
to God’s will for him. How 
beautiful to say that he is on the sea, seeing two shores, with 
one this life and the other what awaits us due to our faith 
and hope. He has been dealt such bitter blows that he sees 
as opportunities for a new vision of life. He is absolutely 
inspiring, a shining example to all in his witness to God. 
His story is so moving and yet so uplift ing in its hope and 
acceptance, indeed more than acceptance as he sees his 
illness in such a remarkably positive way.

Th ank you for such heartwarming articles to help and 
guide in our earthly journey. And every blessing to the 
incredible Father Correia for his great generosity of spirit in 
sharing his powerful story of hope.

Adrian Finn,
Halifax, West Yorkshire

beautiful to say that he is on the sea, seeing two shores, with Fr Manuel prays in the chapel of Castel’Dazzano
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When Word took flesh one silent night

Surprise with wonder multiplied

Great Joy the meek beatified

In humble corner touched by light

And Hope went forth with gentle might

To all the world spread far and wide

When Word took flesh one silent night

Surprise with wonder multiplied

To our divisions came new sight

Disunity conflict hearts of pride

Refusal to stand side by side

Peace dawned upon this ancient plight

When Word took flesh one silent night
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